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CHRISTIAN    LIBERTY 


3  Corinthians  iii.  17. 

JVhere  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  25 
Libert  I/, 

xjlFTER  obtaining  the  privilege  of  adop- 
tion through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
Chrift  Jelhs,  the  next  benefit  accruing  to 
beUevers  is  that  of  Chriftian  Liberty,  or 
that  ftate  of  grace  by  which  they  are  freed 
from  fpiritual  bondage,  and  have  a  right  to 
the  privileges  of  the  children  of  God. 
As  by  nature  we  are  ignorant  of  divine 
things  and  averfe  to  good  ;  fo  God  by  his 
preventing  grace  enlightens  our  under- 
voL.  II.  B  ftandino; 
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Chrijlian  Libcrti/. 

{landing  to  know  what  is  good,  and  excites 
oiir  will  to  make  choice  of  it.  In  the  great 
work  of  converfion  God  is  pleafed  to  im- 
part new  light  to  the  foul,  and  from  a  ftate 
of  natural  darknefs  gradually  introduces  it 
into  the  re^rion  of  the  fun  of  riirhteouf- 
nefs.  As  the  one  is  difpelled,  the  other 
brightens  :  the  guilt  of  lin,  and  confequent 
obligation  to  punilliment  are  removed,  and 
the  operation  of  a  lively  faith  and  heart- 
felt repentance  opens  the  door  of  frefh 
confolation  in  the  foul,  and  it  experiences 
the  comfort  of  that  divine  promife,  that 
"  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chriit  clcanfeth  it 
"  from  all  fin*."  Tor,  "  by  Him  all 
"  that  believe  are  juftified  from  all  things 
"  from  which  they  could  not  be  juftified 
"   by  the  law  of  Mofes  -f  •/' 

It  is  evident  then  that  the  influence  of 
this  Chriftian  grace  not  only  makes  us  par- 
takers of  the  evangelical  promiies,  but 
emancipates  us  from  the  curie  of  the  law, 
and  refcues  us  from  the  punifliment  due  to 
the  tranfgrefiion  of  it.  The  ceremonial 
obfervances  to  which  the  Jewiili  Church 
was  fubjeCt,  are  alfo  hereby  abrogated,  and 

*  1  John  i.  7.  t  Aas  xiii.  3.9. 

'  '  to 


Chri/iian  Libert:/. 

to  be  any  longer  fublervient  to  tliofe  ordi- 
nances is  in  etTect  to  deny  that  "  Jelbs 
"  Clirift  is  come  in  the  flelli  *,"  and  to 
infringe  on  that  "  liberty  with  which 
"  Chrilt  hath  made  us  free  f  .'* 

It  is  alfo  no  inconfiderable  part  of  this 
Chriitian  grace  to  free  us  from  the  yoke  of 
the  judicial  law,  for  though  the  moral  law  is 
and  ever  will  be  binding  upon  the  confcience 
from  the  unchangeable  nature  of  good  and 
evil,  the  political  rule  of  conduct  has  no 
fuch  obligatory  force.  Chriftian  rulers 
have  power  to  make  laws  for  the  welfare  of 
their  refpeclive  governments,  and  fubje6i;s 
"  for  confcience  fake  J,"  ought  to  obey 
them.  Indeed  many  things  in  the  fyfteni 
of  the  JewiQi  polity  were  adapted  only  to 
the  circumftances  and  condition  of  that 
nation,  the  obfervation  of  which  now 
would  neither  be  lawful  or  expedient. 

The  liberty  which  we  enjoy  as  Chrif- 
tians  confifts  not  only  in  a  freedom  from 
ritual  bondage,  but  confers  upon  us  a  right 
to  the  privileges  which  Chrift  hath  pur- 
chafed  for  us.     "  The  natural  man  indeed 

•    *  1  John  iv.  3.  t  Gal.  v.  1.  J  Rom.  xiii.  5. 
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"  receivetli  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
"  God  '^',"  until  the  Son  hath  made   him 
free.     He  then. experiences  an  illumination 
of  mind,  and  a  new  rectitude  of  will.    For 
they  that  are  Chrift's  are  led  by  his  Spirit, 
*'  and  where  the  Spirit   of  the  Lord    is, 
<'  there  is  liberty  I'."     The  privileges  and 
immunities  of  which  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift 
invites  lis  to  partake,  are  of  a  pure,  hea- 
venly,  and  fpiritual   nature.     We  are  not 
called    to  the   participation   of   temporal 
po\ver  and  dominion,  nor  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  honours  and  kingdoms  of  this  world, 
but  to  the  more  fubliantial  dignity  of  free- 
dom from  the  yoke  of  fm,  and  captivity  of 
Satan,  of  '*  becoming  fellow-citizens  with 
*'  the  laints,  and  of  the  houfliold  of  God  J.'* 
Our  liberty  and  triumph  is,   "  to  caft  ofF 
"  the  works  of  darknefs,  and  to  put  on  the 
"  armour  of  light  §,"  to   be  "  renewed  in 
**  the  Spirit  of  our  minds  ||,"  to  have  "  the 
"  eyes  of  our  underflanding  enlightened^," 
"  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  the  Son 
"  God  **,*'  to  be    "  delivered  from  the 

♦  1  Cor.  ii.  14.         f  2  Cor.  iii.  1?.         J  Epb.  ii.  JP- 
S  Rom.  xiii.  12.  ||  Eph.  iv.  23.  If  Ibid.  i.  IS. 

**  Roni.viii.  29. 

bondage 


Clinftian  Libaiij. 

•='  bondage  of  corruption  into  the  glorious 
"  liberty  of  the  children  of  Cod  •"'," 
«*  and  if  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of 
"  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift  f." 

Thefe  are  ibme  of  the  high  privileges 
and  diftino-uiQied  honours  to  which  the 
liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  fet  us  free, 
invites  us.  A\'herever  the  experience  of 
fuch  freedom  prevails,  it  is  the  height  of 
human  happinefs.  How  unlike  the  pre- 
tended felicity  of  thofe  who  are  in  fubjec- 
tion  to  the  world,  the  flefti  and  the  devil ; 
Avho  ferve  God  not  from  a  principle  ol 
love,  but  of  fervile  fear  ;  who  derive  no 
peace  or  confolatlon  from  the  exercifes  of 
devotion,  nor  are  enabled  from  a  true 
lilial  fpu'it  to  cry  "  Abba,  Father;;:;" 
"  becaufe  their  heart  is  not  whole  with 
"  Him,  neither  are  they  iledfaft  in  his 
"  covenant §."  Are  they  then  the  only 
free  and  happy  people  whom  the  truth  (liali 
thus  enfranchife?  AlTu redly  they  are:  "  for 
"  if  the  Son  HuiU  make  you  free,  ye  iliall 
"  be  free  indeed." 

The   nature  of  Chriftian   liberty   com- 

*  Rom.  viii.21.  t  Ibid.  17.  :Ibid.l.j. 

§  Ffalm  Ixxviii.  37. 
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DISC,     prizes  in  it  fuch  endearing  charms,  that 
could    we   form  an   adequate    idea  of   its 
beauty  and   excellence,   it  would  of  itfelf 
be  a  fufiicient  motive  to  excite  our  iitmoft 
efforts   in  the  attainment  of  it.     AVhatfo- 
ever  is  admirable  and  amiable,  whatfoever 
is  defn-able   and  praife-Morthy,  flows  from 
the    fountain    of    evangehcal   liberty.     It 
is  a    bright  tranfcript   of  the   divine  na- 
ture   in   the   foul   of  man  ;  it   is  *'  Chrift 
<'  formed  *"  in  us  :    it  is  the  raiment   of 
needle-work  and  rich  embroidery  where- 
with  the  king's  daughter  is  clothed  :  it  is 
health   in  iicknefs,  joy   in  forrow,  eafe   m 
pain,  ftrength  in  weaknefs,  freedom  in  re- 
ftraint,  light  in  darknefs,  and  life  in  death. 
Though   a  man  (hould  poflefs  the  wifdom 
of    Solomon,    the   eloquence   of  Apollos, 
the  knowledge*of  Paul,  or  the  moral  per- 
feftions  of  the   moft  enlightened   philofo- 
pher,   without  this  Chriftian  grace  (which 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  only  can   beftow) 
comparatively,  he  would  be  but  an  igno- 
ble, abject,  and  fervile  being. 

In   the  enjoyment  of  fueh  diPtinguiflied 
privileges,  it  is   to   be  obfervcd,  that  the 

*  Gal.  iv.  19- 
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liberty  above  alliulcd  to,  is  intircly  of  a 
fpiritual  nature  ;  it  ariles  out  of  the  very 
foundation  of  that  kingdom  wliich  Chrilt: 
ere6ls  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  faithful  fub- 
jecls.  It  confequeiitly  yields  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  God  with  a  willing 
mind,  it  redeems  us  from  the  power  of  tin, 
and  infpires  us  with  a  zeal  of  good  works. 
To  apply  it  to  any  other  purpofe  is  "  to 
"  ufe  it  for  a  cloke  of  malicioufncfs  *,"  to 
dilhonour  the  caufe  of  Chrillianity,  and 
"  whiift  we  promife  ourfelves  liberty,"  as 
Chriitians,  "  to  become  the  iiin-vants  of 
"  corruption  -[." 

The  enfranchifed  Chriftian,  therefore, 
enjoys  the  full  Icope  of  it,  in  its  greateft 
latitude  ;  he  is  empowered  by  it,  through 
the  divine  ailillance,  to  conquer  his  natu- 
ral corruptions,  to  break  through  the  ftrong 
holds  of  Satan,  which  operate  as  fetters 
on  the  mind,  and  prevent  it  fixing  its 
choice  on  the  mo(t  fublime  and  worthy 
obje6^ts.  His  affe6tions  are  turned  from 
vanity  and  folly  to  the  love  and  fervice  of 
the  living  God,  which  lie  not  only  deems, 

*   1  Pet.  ii.  iG.  +  Ibid.  IP. 

B  'h  but 
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XXIX     ^^^    experimentally  knows  to   be    perfect 

^-*^/-*>  freedom. 

The  tyrant  which  moft  effe6lually  cap- 
tivates and  enflaves  the  (inner  is  the  love  of 
the  world,  and  its  allurements.  They  rivet 
his  affections  to  carnal  gratifications  and 
earthly  enjoyments,  and  deprive  him  of 
any  natural  abiUty  to  efcape  out  of  their 
fnare.  But  the  Chriftian's  liberty  is  ma^ 
nifefted  in  his  conqueft  of  the  world,  "  for 
"  this  is  the  vi6lory  by  which  he  has  over- 
"  come  the  world,  even  his  faith  *."  ilis 
belief  of  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel  dire6fs 
his  eye  to  the  mofi;  fublime  and  perfe6tob- 
jefts,  and  his  blefied  mailer,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  his  grace,  draws  him  towards  them. 
His  affe6tions  are  placed  on  things  above, 
not  on  things  on  the  earth ;  he  is  in  part 
dead  to  the  M^orld,  and  his  prefent  life  -'  is 
*«  hid  with  Chrifl:  in  God  f ."  He  nei- 
ther  fervilely  dreads  the  frowns  and  difcou- 
ragements  of  the  world,  or  with  fawning 
adulation  courts  its  favours  and  rewards. 
To  love  God  with  all  his  heart  is  thefmgle 
point  in  which  all  his  actions  centre,  and  to 
give  himfelf  up  wholly  to  the   guidance  of 

*  1  John  V.  4.  I  Colofl".  iii.  0. 
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his  Spirit,  MJiich  is  a  Spirit  of  liberty.  In 
the  expreflive  language  of  St.  Paul,  to  be 
led  by  the  Spirit,  is  fvnonymous  with  bein</ 
free,  "  for  if  ye  be  led  by  the  Spirit,  ye 
"  are  no  longer  under  the  law  *."  And 
it  is  certain  fome  of  the  "  fruits  of  that 
"  Spirit  are  love,  and  joy,  and  peace  •^•.'* 
AVhat  happinefs  then  can  be  wanting  in 
that  brealt  where  thefe  virtues  refide  ? 
What  freedom  or  what  confolation  can  be 
wanting  to  him  whom  the  Son  has  pro- 
mifed  that  both  "  lie  and  his  Father  will 
"  come  to  him,  and  make  their  abode  with 
"  him  J?" 

By  the  attainment  of  this  high  privi- 
lege, we  are  raifcd  from  the  death  of  fin, 
and  the  bondage  of  corruption,  to  a  life  of 
righteoufnefs,  and  the  free  Spirit  of  Chrif-* 
tianity.  Our  natural  prejudices  againft 
the  fcheme  of  redemption  are  conquered  ; 
the  chain  of  ouriins  is  broken  off;  our  un- 
derftanding  is  enlightened  ;  our  will  is  fet 
free  from  a  falfe  bias  ;  our  aft'ettions  are 
drawn  and  fixed  to  their  proper  objects  by 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt,  and, 

*  Gal.  V.  18.  t  IIjkI.  22.  \  John  .xiv.  2.j. 

being 


ID  Chriftian  Liberty. 

XXIX.    ^^"^^   ^^^"^  "made  free  by    the  Son  of 
/  "  God,  we  become  free  indeed/* 

Be  it  however  remembered,  that  there 
is  no  way  of  .  enjoying  this  Chriftian  grace 
but  by  an  uniform  perfeverance  in  an  in- 
variable hne  of  duty,  in  oppofition  to  le- 
vityj  impiet}'-,  and  hcentioiifnefs  ;  for  duty, 
in  general  acceptation,  embraces  the  whole 
conduct  of  man.  And  the  wifeft  of  men 
in  all  ages  have  been  of  opinion,  that  to 
be  free  from  the  conftraint  even  of  hu- 
man laws  is  not  liberty,  but  licentiouf- 
nefs.  Our  obfervance  of  the  natural  law 
of  reafon  diftinguiflies  us  from  the  brutes^ 
that  perifh,  our  compliance  with  human 
inftitutions  marks  the  progrefs  of  civil  fo- 
ciety,  and  our  obedience  to  the  precepts  of 
the  Gofpel,  through  the  merits  of  our 
bleffed  Saviour,  will  raife  us  from  the  hu- 
miliating condition  of  fnmers,  to  the  pre- 
eminence and  dignity  of  faints  in  glory. 
Our  Chriftian  liberty  then  confifts  not  m 
cancelling  the  obligations  to  duty,  but  in 
direding  our  obedience  to  its  proper  ob- 
jects ;  not  in  owning  no  fuperior  ;  but  in 
being  delivered  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
word,  and  adopted  into  the  fomily  of  the 

beft. 
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beft.  Wc  were  once  the  fervants  of  fin 
unto  Satan,  but  are  now  the  fervants  of 
rigbteoufnefs  unto  G  od  .  Accordingly  we 
"  have  our  fruit  unto  hoUnefs,  and  the 
'*  end  everlafting  life  *." 

AVho  then  will  not  endeavour  to  efcape 
out  of  the  ftrong-holds  of  Satan,  unlefs  he 
can  think  the  confinement  of  a  prifon  pre- 
ferable to  the  free  and  unreflrained  enjoy- 
ment of  the  open  air  ?  Sin  is  the  prifon 
of  the  foul,  it  confines  the  affections  within 
the  narrow  circle  of  fublunary  enjoyments; 
and,  for  want  of  the  more  pure  and  en- 
larged pleafiires  of  religion,  infects  the  foul 
with  a  deadly  contagion.  Let  the  fenie 
then  of  our  fpiritual  captivity  urge  us  to 
feek  for  deliverance,  and  to  pray  for  that 
Spirit,  which  "  healeth  the  broken  in 
^«  heart  f,"  and  turneth  their  forrow  into 
joy.  liCt  us  adopt  the  pathetic  language 
of  the  Pfalmiil,  "  I  cried  unto  thee,  O 
"  Lord,  and  laid.  Thou  art  my  refuge 
*'  and  my  portion  in  the  land  of  the  liv- 
*«  ing,  attend  unto  my  cry,  for  I  am 
"  brouo-ht  very  low,  bring  my  foul  out  ot 
^'  prifon,  that  I  may  praife  thy  Name  J." 

*  Rom.  vi.  22.       j-  Plalm  cxlvii,  3.      I  IbitL  cxlii.  '>,  6',  7. 
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This  was  the  liberty  he  fought  after,  which 
is  more  to  be  defired  than  the  gold  of 
Gpbir.  He  knew  by  heartfelt  experience, 
after  his  bitter  repentance,  that  freedom 
from  the  guilt  and  punifhment  of  fin  was 
the  moil  delightful  fatisfaftion,  and  that 
every  earthly  enjoyment  without  it  was 
but  vanity  and  delufion.  Who  then  does 
not  wifli,  from  the  teftimony  of  fo  bright 
an  example,  to  derive  the  fame  conviction, 
that  he  may  experience  the  like  immunity 
in  the  exercife  of  every  Chriftian  grace  ? 
Under  the  influence  of  this  blcifed  at- 
tainment, he  will  participate  in  the  real 
comforts  of  life,  and  have  an  happy  fore- 
tafte  of  thofe  unfpeakable  pleafures  which 
are  referved  for  thofe  who  have  efcaped 
the  pollutions  of  the  world. 

Let  then  the  hope  of  fuch  joys  excite 
us  to  "  purify  ourfelves  even  as  Gou  is 
**  pure  *;"  in  the  exercife  of  fuch  virtuous 
efforts  we  fliall  be  continually  obtaining 
greater  vi6lory  over  the  enemies  of  our 
'fouls,  and  experience  greater  freedom  from 
thofe  fnares  which  are  apt  to  impede  our 
footfteps   in    the  Chriftian   race.'    Do  we 

*  1  John  iii.  0. 
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then  carneftly  ftrive  to  avoid  every  impe- 
diment, that  we  may  know  the  comfort  of 
that  hberty  with  which  Chrift  hath  made  us 
free  ?  a  hberty  with  which  none  upon  earth 
can  be  compared?  Whilft  we  are  inhabi- 
tants of  this  lower  world,  it  inlpires  us  with 
the  hope  and  alTurance  of  a  manfion  in 
the  heavens,  filling  our  hearts  with  the  an- 
ticipation of  thofe  "  pleafares  which  are  at 
"  God's  right  hand  for  evermore  *,"  to 
be  "  given  to  them  for  whom  they  are 
"  prepared  •^-,"  through  the  merits  and 
mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

To  whom  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  &c.     Amen. 

*  Pfalm  xvi.  11.  t  Matt.,xx.  05. 
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Matthew  x.  22.  latter  claufe. 

He  that  endiireth  unto  the  End  JJiall  he 
fared. 

xVS  our  blefled  Redeemer  hath  dcHvered 
us  from  the  yoke  of  bondage,  beitovved 
upon  us  the  gift  of  grace,  and  procured  us 
the  hope  of  glory,  fo  God,  for  his  fake, 
will  not  fail  to  afford  us  ftrength  fuflicient 
to  enable  us  to  perfevere  in  obedience  to 
his  will,  that  we  may  inherit  eternal  life. 
God  is  faithful  to  his  promife,  and,  "  hav- 
"  ing  begun  a  good  work  in  us,"  if  we 
are  careful  to  co-operate  with  the  energy 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  "  will  perform  it  unto 
"  the  end '''."     If,  on   the   contrar}',   we 

*  Phil.  i.  G. 
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DISC,  are  rcniifb  in  the  ways  of  God,  and  forbear 
to  improve  the  grace  vouchfafed  to  us, 
wc  can  have  no  reafon  to  think  that  He 
will  "  keep  us  by  his  power  unto  falva- 
"  tion  *."  Without  our  own  earneft  ef- 
forts, wliat  right  have  we  to  expect  either 
the  grace  of  prefent  hohnefs,  or  the  blef- 
fmg  of  future  happinefs  ?  Even  where  God 
is  faid  to  "  have  wrought  all  our  works  in 
*'  us-|-,"  our  own  free  agency  mufl  be 
prefuppofed,  becaufe  we  are  required  "  to 
"  purify  our  hearts  J,"  and  to  "  work  out 
"  our  own  falvation  §,"  which  evidently 
imply  exertion  on  our  part. 

Accordingly  when  we  relax  our  endea- 
vours in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  "  and 
"  commit  iniquity,  for  the  iniquity  that  we 
"  have  done  (hall  we  die  ||/' 

The  pofiibility  of  falling  from  grace  is 
every  where  afferted  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures. To  cite  all  the  pafiages  in  proof  of 
it  would  be  tedious.  Suffice  it  to  enume- 
rate two  or  three.  "  M  wc  hn  wilfully, 
"  after  that  we  have  received  the  know- 
"  ledge  of  the  truth,  there  remainetli  no 

♦  1  Pet.  i.  :..  t  lUiiah  x.wi.  IC.         t  James  iv.  S 

§  Phil.  ii.  12.  U  Kzck,  .wiii.  26. 
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**  more  facrifice  for  Tins*."  And,  "  if  i^isc. 
*'  after  we  have  efcaped  the  poUutions  of  ^-^^r*.>. 
"  the  world,  throui^h  the  knowledge  of  the 
**  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifi,  we  are 
**  again  entangled  therein  and  overcome^ 
"  the  latter  end  is  worfe  with  us  than  the 
"  beginning -j."  And  St.  Paul  Was  fo 
jealous  of  his  Corinthian  converts,  that  He 
exprefsly  cautioned  them  ■-^"  Let  him 
*'  that  thinketh  he  Itandeth  take  heed 
"  left  he  fall:[:."  Many  too,  alas!  are 
the  examples  recorded  in  Scripture,  of  holy 
perfons  who  fell  away  from  their  ow n  fted^ 
faftnefs*  ^Vhy  need  1  recount  the  melan- 
choly inftanccK  of  human  infirmity  in  the 
perfons  of  Noah,  David,  Solomon,  and 
Peter ;  all  of  whom,  no  doubt^  had  grace 
fufiicient  vouchfafed  to  them  to  have  en- 
abled them  to  perfevere  in  the  paths  of 
risihteoufnefs. 

Indeed,  the  repeated  admonitions  on  one 
hand  iri  the  word  of  God,  and  the  dread- 
ful threatnings  on  the  other  in  cale  of  de- 
fe^:tion,  are  enough  to  make  even  the  righ- 
teous tremble  left  they  (hould  not  main- 
tain their  integrity.     The  ftrongeft  temp*- 

*Heb.  X.  26.        t  2  Pe4  ii.  30.         J  1  Cur.  x.  12 
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v-^-r'^  perfuafion  of  the  ftrengtb  of  our  own  faith, 
and  a  prefumptuous  confidence  in  the  fup- 
port  of  our  own  virtue.  PoiUbfied  of  fuch 
an  opinion,  efpecially  if  we  have  "  tafted 
"  of  the  heavenly  gift  *,"  we  are  apt  to 
grow  fecure,  and  neglecH:  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  till  at  length  we  are  over- 
powered by  an  hoft  of  temptations,  and 
entangled  perhaps  more  than  ever  in  the 
pollutions  of  the  world. 

Happy,  thrice  happy  would  it  be,  if  the 
very  poflibility  of  falling  would  encourage 
the  ftedfaftnefs,  and  animate  the  perfe- 
verance,  of  thofe  Chriftians  who  have,  in 
a  good  meafure,  efcaped  the  fnares  of 
this  wicked  world  !  For,  how  many  are 
there,  who,  having  fet  out  in  their 
Chriflian  race  with  alacrity  and  vigour, 
find  their  zeal  gradually  languilh  and  de- 
cay !  If  fuch  be  the  indifference  and  luke-. 
warmnefs  of  many  nominal  Chriftians,  how 
great  is  the  necefllty  of  invigorating  our 
refolution  with  the  affurance,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  running  the  whole  courfe  with 
unremitting  perfeverance  can  entitle  us  to 

*•  Ii(  b.  vi.  4. 
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**  the  prize  of  our  high  calling  in  Chrift  i^J.'^c. 
"  Jefus*."  Great  need  have  we  then  to 
reflect  and  fee  ^vhat  progrefs  we  have  made, 
what  length  of  courfe  is  ftill  before  us, 
and  how  lliort  the  time  allotted  for  its 
completion.  That  if  we  have  (and  alas, 
who  hath  not !)  ftood  ftill,  loitered,  or  loft 
ground,  we  may  quicken  our  pace,  and  re- 
gain the  loft  fpace  before  it  be  too  late. 
But,  if  we  find  ourfelves  in  a  progreffive 
ftate,  the  nearer  we  approach  the  goal  the 
more  enabled  we  may  be  to  exert  our 
ftrength,  left  by  fainting  we  fliould  experi- 
ence the  double  calamity,  not  only  of  being 
difappointed  of  our  hopes,  and  evacuating 
our  toil,  but  of  lofing  the  crown  of  glory 
to  our  eternal  ftiame  and  confufion. 

Be  it  remembered  too,  that  they  only 
are  to  be  efteemed  doers  of  the  word  who 
perfift  in  their  duty.  "  Whofo  looketh 
•*  into  the  perfed  law  of  hberty,  and  con- 
"  tinueth  therein,  he  being  not  a  forgetful 
"  hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the  work,  this  man 
«*  ftiall  be  bleffed  in  his  deed  f ."  Hence 
it  is  that  the  fureft  judgment  can  be  made 
of  his  fincerity.  As  a  true  and  faithful 
•  PhU.  iii.  14.  •  t  James  i.  25. 

C  2  pradice 
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xxx'  P^*^"^^^^'^  ^^  '"^"^^  religion  is  e\  cr  accompa- 
>.^^-w  Died  wiih  many  temporal  as  well  as  lj)iri- 
tual  bleliings ;  fo  the}-,  on  the  contrarj-, 
who  proceed  upon  fali'e  views  of  Chrilti- 
anity,  and  act  from  hypocritical  motives, 
may,  perhaps,  for  fome  time,  pafs  upon 
the  world  for  perlbns  of  itrift  probity  and 
difinterefted  piety  ;  but,  in  the  end,  what 
will  it  avail  them  ?  Their  outward  fandity, 
vhile  they  were  balking  in  the  funfliiiie  of 
■u'orldiy  profperitj',  might,  perhaps,  excite 
the  praife  and  draw  the  admiration  of  all 
that  beheld  it ;  but,  on  any  roverfe  of  for- 
tune, it  quickly  provokes  Icorn  and  raifes 
contempt,  becaufe  it  is  founded  only  in  ap- 
pearance ;  and  when  the  lecrets  of  all 
hearts  lliall  be  made  manifelt,  it  will  be  re- 
jefted  of  men,  of  angels,  and  of  God. 

Of  fuch  pretenfions  to  the  Chriftian 
virtue  of  Perfeverance,  our  Lokd  himfelf, 
in  his  Parable  of  the  Sower,  hath  fully  exr 
pofed  both  the  futility  and  weaknels.  Pie 
allows  none  to  be  "  oood  o-round  which. 
*'  does  not  bring  foilh  fruit  with  pa- 
>'  licnce,  and  bring  it  to  perfeftion  *.'' 
'i'lie  punilhment.then  which  awaits  fuch 
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fdint-licarted   Chilftlans   is  nioft  juft,  and    i^l'^c. 
tiie  provocation  of  their  oiFencc,  in  Ibnie  re-  ^-->^*/ 
l^e6ts,  more  heinous  than  that  ot'tiioic  who 
never  made   any  pretentions  to   goodnel:s- 
Such  apoltacy  derives  a  double  diihonour 
on  a   religious  character,  and  puts  a  man 
in  a  worlh  iUitc    than   at  the  beginning. 
On  this  ground  God  declares,  by  his  pro- 
phet E^ekiel,  that  "  he  who  turneth  away 
*'  from  his  rightcouihels,  and  dies  in  bis 
"  iniquity  *,"    (hall    perilh    without    any 
mention  of  hi^  former  works.    So,  "  when 
"  the  wicked  man  turneth  away  from  his 
*'  wickednelij,  and    doth    that    which    is 
"  lawful    and    right,"    with    perfiftance, 
"  he  fhall  fave  his  foul  alive  f ;"  for  '*  he," 
and  he  only,  *'  who  endureth  unto  the  end, 
"  fliall  be  faved."      It   is    ibmething,  no 
doubt,  to  have  fet  out  well,  as  a  traveller 
that  takes  the  right  road   is  more  likely 
to  reach  his  journey's  end,    than  he  who 
purfues  a  w  rong  one,  but  the  one   will  no 
more  accomplilh   it  than  the  other,  with- 
out perfeverance.      No  man's  virtue,  how- 
(jver   fpecious,  is    much  to  be   accoimted 
of,  unlels  it  proceed  from  a  truly  ri'ligi^ 

•  Ezck.xviii.  ?4.  t   Il^id-  -T. 
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^^^'  ous  motive,  much  lefs  can  it  attain  to  any 
.^--v-w/  hope  of  recom pence  without  a  principle  of 
ftedfaft  perfeverance.  It  is  in  the  Chrif- 
tian,  as  in  every  other  race,  he  that  is  over- 
come in  the  laft  heat,  lofes  the  prize  and 
the  honour  of  vidory,  no  lefs  than  he  that 
had  not  courage  to  engage  in  the  contefl. 
Of  this  the  example  of  the  rich  young 
man  in  the  Gofpel  is  but  too  ftriking  a 
proof.  He  who  had  made  the  moral  law 
his  conftant  fludy  and  daily  praftice,  and 
had  "  kept  all  the  commandments  from 
"  his  youth  up  *  :" — he  who  had  been 
very  zealous  and  afpiring  after  higher  at- 
tainments in  virtue,  was  lamentably  defici- 
ent in  the  Chriftian  chara6\er,  and  forfeit- 
ed his  hope  of  future  recompence  through 
his  unalterable  attachment  to  "  the  mam- 
"  mon  of  unrighteoufnefs -f-.'*  From  this 
forrowful  inftance  of  an  hopeful  youth 
thus  fhutting  himfelf  out  from  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  for  want  of  refolution  of 
"  going  on  to  perfe6tion  j,"  it  is  neceflary 
at  all  times,  and  on  all  occafions,  to  "  keep 
"  the  end  of  our  faith,  even  the  falvatiou 

*  IMatt.  xix.  20.        f  L^ike  xvi.  9.        J  Hcb.  vi,  I. 
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"  of  our  fouls*,"  continually  in  view,  left    J^I'C- 
through  the  ftrength  of  temptation,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  our  nature,  we  lliould  fall 
into  the   danger  and  fhame  of  a  relapfe 
into  fin. 

The  conftant  remembrance  of  all  our 
undertakings,  as  well  in  fpiritual  as  tem- 
poral concerns,  being  crowned  by  their 
fuccefs  in  the  illbe,  Ihould  ftimulate  our  ef- 
forts, and  induce  us  to  do  and  fuft'er  any 
thing  in  the  important  work  of  our  falva- 
tion,  rather  than  lofe  the  prefent  fruits  of 
holinefs,  and  forfeit  "  the  hope  of  eternal 
"  hfe -f/*  by  being  only  "  almoft  Chrif- 
«  tians  Xr 

If  any  thing  can  aggravate  the  remorfe 
of  a  guilty  loft  wretch,  it  muft  be  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  falling  back  into  hell,  (fo  to 
fpeak)  from  the  very  gate  of  heaven. 

Let  this  confideration  then  awaken  us  to 
a  more  lively  and  perfevering  condu6l  in 
the  ways  of  godlinefs,  left,  if  we  fliould  not 
have  made  the  fame  profperous  beginning, 
or  the  fame  careful  advances  in  piety,  with 
true  behevers,  we  Ihould  any  of  us  fall  into 
the  like  condemnation. 

♦  1  Pot.  i.  9.  t  Titus  i.  2.  \  Acts  xxvi.  28. 

c  4  Let 


^^  Perfcverance. 

msc.  Let  us  remember  too,  lluit  we  have  a 
V%^w  powerful  and  fubtle  enemy  to  contend 
vvith,  an  enemj-  who  will  let  no  advantage 
flip,  but  pndeavour,  by  every  pofilble  ma- 
chination, to  turn  every  thought  of  our 
mind,  every  word  of  our  tongue,  and  every 
adlion  of  our  lives,  into  an  occalion  of  our 
eternal  ruin.  And  it  is  grievous  to  ol> 
ferve,  how  this  malignant  deiign  is  fecond- 
ed  by  the  froward  inclinations  and  una- 
rojdable  infn-raities  of  our  corrupt  nature, 
\vhicb,  when  left  to  itfelf,  is  more  prone  to 
comply  with  temptations  than  to  refiii 
them.  Even  they  who  keep  the  ftridleft 
watch  over  themfelves  are  fometimes  apt 
to  {lumber,  and  either  yield  to  the  evil 
fuggeftions  of  the  adverfary,  or  unwarily 
take  part  with  bim  againft  themfelves.  If 
this  were  not  the  cafe,  tlie  duty  of  Perfe^ 
Iterance  would  not  be  an  indifpeni'able 
condition  of  falvation.  The  very  inten^ 
tion  of  this  divine  promife  of  the  text  is  to 
encourage  us  to  refifi  all  the  enemies  of 
our  fouls,  that,  by  a  fledfalt  faith  and  uni^ 
form  obedience  to  all  the  precepts  of  our 
Lord,  we  may  not  fall  away  from  our 
j:io|y  profefiiop,  nor  iinallj  pcriih,    U'liough 

our 
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our  infirmities  be  many  and  ^rcat,  and  '•  in  T)-sr.- 
**  manv  things  we  ollend  all  *,"  yet  fuch  ^^,^^* 
it!  the  compaflion  of  a  merciful  God,  that 
for  tlie  fake,  and  through  the  merits  of  his 
dear  Son,  he  will  pity  our  failings,  and  par- 
don our  negligences.  He  knows  whereof 
we  are  made  ;  he  knows  we  cannot  pay  a 
perfe6l  and  impeccable  obedience ;  he 
knows  that  if  IJe  ihould  be  extreme  to 
mark  what  we  have  done  amifs,  no  man 
living  "  could  be  juiiified  in  his  light-j ." 
He  knows  how  (trait  and  rugged  is  our 
path,  how  full  of  iiiares  and  abounding 
with  precipices.  Let  us  not,  therefore, 
foolifhly  imagine,  that  every  lalfe  fiep  is 
utterly  incompatible  with  a  ftate  of  grace 
and  ialvation,  for  then  mult  tlie  moft  per- 
fe^  faint  upon  earth  fit  down  in  defpair. 
No ;  if  through  furpriie,  or  ignorance, 
or  infirmity,  we  Ihould  unhappily  fall,  wc 
fliould,  by  faith,  call  upon  God  in  prayer 
to  fuccour  us,  and  to  give  us  a  renewed 
portion  of  that  "  ftrengthening"  grace 
"which  can  "  enable  us  to  do  all  things 
*'  through  Chri{i::|.."  Under  the  powerful 
influence  of  inch  divine  aid   there  will  be 

*  Jumc'S  iii.  C.       t  I^fiilm  rxliii.  C.       ;  Pliil.  iv.  13. 
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pisc.    little   fear  of  recovering  our  ftrength,  of 
y-v^  being  enabled  to  rally  our  forceii,  and  to 
combat  again  with  fuccels  under  the  V)an- 
ners  of  the  "  captain  of  our  falvation  */' 

Let  this  confidcration,  then,  animate  us 
in  all  our  fpiritual  encounters.  Does  the 
remembrance  of  our  paft  offences  aflli6i 
us  ?  Does  the  fenfe  of  our  own  weakness 
and  corruption  damp  our  fpirits  ?  Or  does 
the  dread  of  fo  powerful  an  enemy,  and 
the  repeated  affaults  of  temptation,  opprefs 
us  ?  And  do  they  create  fome  doubts  and 
difquieting  fears  in  our  minds  what  may  be 
the  final  iflue  of  thefe  thino^s  ?  Then  let  us 
fortify  them  with  the  recolle^ion  of  thofe 
divine  promifes,  that  "  greater  is  He  that 
"  is  in  you  than  he  that  is  in  the 
"  world  -j- ;"  that  "  Chrift  will  never  leave 
"  us  nor  forfake  us:j:;"  and  that  "  his 
**  grace  is  at  all  times  fufficient  for  us.'* 
Thns  is  "  the  ftrenfrth"  of  God  manifefted 

o 

and   often   "  made    perfe6V'    in   (human) 
"  weaknefs§.'* 

Much  caufe,  therefore,  have  we  of 
thankfulnefs  to  the  all-powerful  grace  of 
God,  that  it  is  both  able  and  willing  to 

*  Hcb.  ii.  10.         t  1  John  iv.  4.         \  Ilcb.  xiii.  5. 
^  u  Cor.  xii.  y. 
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"  hold  up  our  goings  in  his  path?,  that  ^.^r^- 
"  our  footfleps  flip  not  *  f  and  that  we  v-,-v-o 
have  ftrong  afliirance  to  beheve,  that  if 
we  fulfil  our  duty  in  iincerity  and  truth. 
He  will  be  faithful  to  his  promifes.  He, 
who  by  his  own  power,  once  vanquiflied 
our  grand  adverfary,  vvill,  no  doubt,  enable 
us  to  go  on  "  conquering  and  to  conquer -^l-," 
if  we  fall  not  from  our  own  ftedfaftnefs. 
"  Lift  up  then  the  hands  that  hang 
"  down  J,"  and  comfort  yourfelve?,  ye  fee- 
ble-minded. Your  endeavours,  if  faithful, 
though  imperfe61:,  will  be  gracioufly  ac- 
cepted, your  unavoidable  failings  will  find 
compaffion,  and  fo  furely  as  the  promife  of 
God  cannot  fail,  fliall  "  an  entrance  be  mi- 
"  niftered  unto  you,"  though  it  may  be 
through  much  tribulation,  "  into  the  ever- 
"  lafting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Savi- 
"  our  Jefus  Chrift  §,"  for  he  hath  himfelf 
declared — "  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death, 
*'  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  hfe||,'' 
which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant  for 
the  fake  of  the  fame  Jefus  Chrift  our  only 
Saviour.     To  whom,  8ic.     Amen. 

♦  Pfnlra  xvii.  5.  t  Riv.  vi.  2.  J  Hob.  xii.  12. 
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fVe  know  that  zee  are  of  the  Truth,  and 
Jluill  ajfiirc  our  Hearts  before  Him. 

U  PON  the  foundation  of  an  uniform  r>^^- 
perfeverance  in  the  Chriftian  life  is  built  '>^%'^ 
the  fuperftructure  of  the  do6lrine  of  Aflur- 
ance,  which  on  all  fides  has  been  deemed 
to  be  of  a  fine  and  delicate  texture.  The 
Apoftle  is  accordingly  very  cautious  in  not 
applying  it  to  any  of  his  Chriitian  con- 
verts, but  thofe  who  "  loved  one  another," 
not  "  in  word"  only,  "  neither  in  tongue, 
"  but  in  deed  and  in  truth  *."  Their  hn- 
cerity  was  as  evidently  demonftrated  hi 
this  refpe6l,  as  the  caufe  is  known  by  its 

*   1  Jobn  iii.  18, 
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DISC.  effe6t.  Imprefll'd  by  ibis  powerful  motive, 
tbey  were  confcious  to  themfelves  that 
*'  tbey  were  of  tbe  truth/'  i.  e.  hving  ac- 
cording to  thc:  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
therefore  could  aflure  their  hearts,  or  fully 
fatisfy  their  confciences,  that  they  were 
fucb.  This  is  tbe  genuine  fruit  of  true 
Chriftianity,  infpiring  at  all  times  a  full  af- 
furance  of  faith,  hope,  and  underftanding, 
that  thev  are  of  the  truth,  that  they  are 
loved  of  God,  and  by  being  his  adopted 
and  regenerate  children  through  Chrift, 
are  chofen  by  Him  to  be  heirs  of  falvation, 
and  are  pafled  from  death  unto  life,  of 
which  brotherly  love  is  a  fure  and  un- 
doubted evidence.  But  this  aflTurance  of 
the  hope  of  falvation  depends  not  on  the 
fickle  perfuafion  of  our  own  minds,  as  if 
that  alone  were  fufficient,  but  on  the  cer* 
tainty  of  our  perfeverance  in  the  true  faith. 
For  falvation  is  promifed  on  condition  of 
faith  and  obedience.  So  long  only  as  we 
continue  in  the  "  obedience  of  faith*,"  can 
we  have  any  well-grounded  hope  of  eternal 
life.  The  (late  of  our  fouls  is  always  an- 
fwerable   to  the  tenour  of  our  lives.     If 

*  Rom.  i.  5. 
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from  a  right  faith  we  obey  the  will  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  we  Ihall  experience  the 
comforts  of  divine  grace  here,  and  the 
hope  of  a  blelfed  iniinortalitv  hereafter. 
But,  if  we  continue  in  lin,  "  the  wrath  of 
**  God  abidcth  on  us  ^',"  and  we  have  no 
title  to  the  heavenly  inheritance,  for  "  with- 
"  out  holinefs  no  man  fliall  fee  the 
'**  Lord  -j-."  AMien  once  we  have  at- 
tained to  a  riglit  underdanding  of  the  will 
of  Cod,  it  is  no  ditlicult  talk,  on  a  com- 
■parative  view  of  our  lives  and  converfation, 
to  aicertain  theiincerity  of  our  obedience. 
If  we  find  the  difpoiition  of  our  hearts, 
and  the  conduct  of  our  lives  correfpondent 
to  it,  we  may  be  ailiired  that  we  are  in  a 
itate  of  grace  and  favour  with  God,  and 
may  through  the  meritsand  mediation  of  our 
blefled  Saviour,  "  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet 
*'  before  us  :j;."  Y*  hen  we  are  thus  *'  led 
"  by  the  Spirit,  and  bring  forth  the  fruits 
*'  of  it,  the  Spirit  itfelf  beareth  witneis 
•*  with  our  fpirit,  that  we  are  the  children 
"  of  God  §."  And  it  is  a  fa6fc  which 
cannot  be  controverted,  that  the  teftimony 

•  John  ill,  06.         t  Hcb.  xii.  14.      r  %  Ibid.  vi.  18. 
%  Rom.  vjih  16'. 
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of  the  Iloly  Spirit  is  always  in  unilbn  with 
the  word  oi'  (JoD.  "  Joy  and  peace  in 
"  beheving  *"  are  the  invariable  fruits  of 
a  found  faith,  the  hope  of  future  glory  its 
anticipation,  and  the  enjoyment  of  it,  its 
full  and  iinal  reward.  But,  though  we 
inay  have  thefe  comfortable  pledges  at  pre- 
fent,  we  can  have  no  more  certainty  offal- 
ration,  than  we  have  of  our  own  pcrfe- 
verance  ;  and  that  being  at  all  times  but 
highly  probable,  there  always  remains  fume 
doubt  of  obtaining  the  end  of  our  faith. 
"  We  are  ia\  ed  by  hope  j- :"  and  hope 
refers  not  only  to  the  promife  of  falvation, 
but  to  the  performance  of  the  conditions 
requilite  to  obtain  it.  The  degrees  of 
Aflurance  are  therefore  generalH'  commen- 
i'urate  with  our  attainments  in  grace.  At 
the  beginning  of  a  Chriftian  life,  wc  may 
have  fome  glimmering  ray  of  hope,  and, 
•  as  we  advance  from  the  darknefs  and  twi- 
light of  our  natural  Hate  into  the  funfliine 
of  the  "  marvellous  light  :J:"  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  we  may  have  fuch  an  Aflurance  that 
nothing  "  Ihall  be  able  to  feparate  us  from 

♦  kani.  Xv.  13.  -I-  Ibid.  viii.  21. 
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"  the  love   of   God  \vhich   is   in   Chrift    PJ>^; 
**  Jeius  our  Lord  *."  ^^v-*^ 

But  then  they  who  have  the  greateft 
and  beft-grounded  hopes  of  eternal  life, 
experience  iuch  abatements  as  necefliirily 
tend  to  excite  humiUty  and  godly  fear.  It 
even  fometimes  happens  that  they  who  are 
growing  towards  that  (tate  of  perfection,  of 
which  their  frail  nature  admits,  are  per- 
plexed with  doubts  and  mif-givings  as  to 
their  fpiritual  condition.  Job,  whofe  cha- 
ra6ler  was  that  of  a  perfect  and  upright 
man,  was  fometimes  ib  difturbed  with  in- 
ward temptations,  as  well  as  outward  trou- 
bles, that  he  bitterly  complained,  "  the 
"  arrows  of  the  Almighty  were  within 
"  him,  and  the  terrors  of  God  fet  them- 
"  felves  in  array  againlt  him  "t^." 

The  holy  Pfalmift  too  was  often  troubled 
in  mind,  and  fometimes  bewailed  his  me- 
lancholy dejeftion,  as  if  he  had  been  for- 
faken  of  his  God  ;  "  Lord,"  faith  he, 
**  why  cafteft  thou  oft'my  foul  ?  why  hideft 
"  thou  thy  face  from  me  ."]:  ?"  The  fame 
lownefs  of  fpirits  and  religious  melancholy 
have  often  been  the  unhappy  lot  of  thofe 

*  Rom.  viii.  ^^.         i  Job  vi.  *t.       J  I'!'.  Ixxxvin.  14, 
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who  are  in  a  (late  of  grace,  wliilft  they 
have  been  labouring  under  temptation  of 
one  kind  or  other.  We  Ihould  remember 
it  is  no  part  of  our  duty  to  afcertain  our- 
felres  of  an  aflurance  of  falvation,  nor  is  it 
always  in  the  power  of  the  moft  perfe6l 
man  on  earth  to  be  exempt  from  fpiritual 
dejeftion,  if  not  defertion.  And  for  our 
comfort  and  confolation  in  this  prefent  ftate 
"  of  fear  and  trembling  *,"  we  may,  I 
think,  venture  to  pronounce  our  fpiritual 
ftate  not  to  be  the  worfe,  becaufe  we  are 
doubtful  of  it,  if  we  continue  in  a  faithful 
"and  uniform  perfe  vera  nee  in  our  duty.  We 
are  not  to  judge  of  it  by  the  meafure  of 
our  confidence,  but  by  the  fruits  of  the 
Tpirit  in  the  temper  of  our  hearts,  and  the 
tcnour  of  our  lives.  If  our  confidence  out- 
runs our  growth  in  grace,  it  may  prove  a 
dangerous  delufion;  and  our  condition  will 
'only  be  the  more  niiferable  by  flattering 
'ourfelves  with  an  afiurance  of  prefent  peace 
and  future  blefiedneis,  when  we  are  defti- 
tute  of  that  faith  and  obedience-  which  af- 
ford the  one,  and  never  fail,  through  tin? 
'great Mediator,  to  condud  us  lo  the  other, 

•Phiiii.  r:. 
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For  ''  if  our  heart  condemn  us  not,  then    ^^^p 
**  have  we  confidence  towards  God  *'." 

Even  if  we  ftiould  derive  but  httle  con- 
folation  from  the  pra6lice  of  godhnefs,  it 
does  not  deprive  us  of  the  efficacy  of  our 
virtue,  nor  lellen  the  hope  of  future  recom- 
pence.  Why  fhould  it  be  thought  impof- 
lible  that  we  fhould  be  as  high  in  the  favour 
of  God  when  we  are  deprived  of  thofe  fpi- 
ritual  joys  and  dehghts  which  ufually  at- 
tend his  fervice,  as  when  we  experience 
mare  inward  complacency  and  iatisfa6lion  ? 
If  we  *'  cleave  unto  the  Lord  with  full 
"  purpofe  of  heart  f-,"  and  endeavour  faith- 
fully to  walk  in  the  way  of  his  command- 
ments, our  condition  may  be  fafe  and 
bleffed  in  itfelf,  though  we  may  perhaps 
be  dejected  in  fpirit,  and  the  tone  of  our 
confidence  fomewhat  abated.  Certain  how- 
ever it  is,  that  a  ftrong  perfuafion  of  divine 
mercy,  under  an  habitual  pra6lice  of  iinp 
can  no  more  infpire  us  with  a  fenfe  of  fpiri- 
tual  conlblation,  than  dejeftion  of  fpirit, 
whilft  we  live  in  the  **  obedience  of  faith  J,'' 
ought  to  render  us  miferable.  Whatever 
degree  of  affurance  it  m-ay  pleafe  God  of 

*  1  JoiiU  ill.  21.        t  Acts  xi.  23.        f  I^o^-  xvi.  2&. 
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^'^'^^'-  his  mercv  to  vouchfafe  any  of  us,  let  us 
s^,-*^  take  heed  vve  do  not  fall,  but  be  fure  to  re- 
member that  it  may  be  our  lot.  As,  how- 
ever, (God  be  praifed)  it  is  poflible  for 
him  that  is  already  fallen  to  rife  again,  and 
for  him  that  is  again  defiled  with  the  pol- 
lutions of  hn,  to  be  waihed,  cleanfed,  and 
faiK^iified,  and  for  him  that  is  yet  "  in  the 
*'  gall  of  bitternefs  and  in  the  bond  of  ini- 
**  quity  *,"  to  be  delivered  from  that  bon- 
dage "  into  the  glorious  hberty  of  the 
"  children  of  God  •^-,"  let  not  any  foul 
defpairof  falvation.  Chrift  "  is  both  fl6/e 
'*  and  wilhng  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft 
^'  them  that  come  u[it.o  God  through 
*'  llim  %y  So,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
poflible  for  him  who  runs  well  at  prefent 
the  race  that  is  fet  before  him,  to  faint  be- 
fore he  attains  the  goal,  and  thereby  lofe 
the  prize  ;  and  m  like  manner  for  him  who 
for  awhile  believed,  in  tune  of  temptation 
to  l>e  offended  and  fall  away.  Be  not 
therefore,  O  trail  man,  too  contident  of  thy 
Itrength,  nor  prefume  on  the  integrity  of 
thy  heart,  or  the  innocence  of  thy  life, 
nor  becaufe  thou  findelt  thyltlf  in  a  Itate 

•  A<^s  viii.  %3.        \  Kum.  vui.  21.       ;  Heb.  vii.  25i. 
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of  grace,   falfely  iiiiagine  that  (late    to  bo    disc. 
unalterable,  and  that  thou  flialt  infallibly  ^^.-^ 
perleverc  in  it  to  thy  life's  end.     Of  what 
dangerous   confequence  fuch  prellunption 
is,  we   may  be   convinced  by  the  fatal  ex- 
amples of  many  fcriptural  chara6ters. 

To  fall  in  any  manner  always  implies 
hazard,  but  to  fall  from  grace  is  the  moft 
dangerous  and  dreadful  ftate  on  this  fide 
the  grave.  It  is  a  defe6lion  from  the  love 
of  God,  from  the  grace  of  Chrift,  from 
the  fellowftilp  of  the  Holy  Gholl,  and, 
without  a  recovery  from  it,  from  the  hope 
of  falvation.  In  fome  degree,  even  in  its 
prefent,  and  much  more  in  its  final  conle- 
quences,  it  refembles  the  fall  of  Lucifer 
from  the  highell  heavens  into  the  bottom- 
lefs  pit,  a  fall  from  the  light  and  glory  of 
the  fons  of  God,  into  the  darknefs  and 
confufion  of  the  children  of  perdition.  Of 
all  the  jewels  which  God  hath  to  beftow 
upon  us  here,  there  is  none  fo  precious  as 
that  of  grace.  On  whomfoever  he  bellows 
it,  on  him  he  defigns  to  beftow  heaven  it- 
felf,  for  grace  is  the  only  fure  pledge  and 
certain  guide  to  conduft  us  to  the  blefled 
manfions  of  eternal  felicity.  Without  this 
D  3  divine 
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DISC,     divine  influence  we  are   not   able  of  our- 
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\,^»v^^  lelves  to  walk  one  Itep  in  the  way  which 
leadeth  unto  life;  we  are  not  capable  ever» 
to  think  a  good  thought,  or  to  do  a  good 
action.  "  For  it  is  Gop  who  worketh  ii; 
^'  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  pf  his  good 
**  pleafure  *." 

The  enemies  of  our  falyation  are  nu- 
merous and  powerful.  And  the  very 
weakeft  of  them  will  be  too  ftrong  for  us, 
if  we  be  not  affifted  from  on  high,  "  For  we 
*'  wreftle  not  (only)  againft  flefli  and  blood, 
^'  but  againft  principahties,  againft  powers, 
"  againft  the  rulers  of  the  darknels  of  this 
*'  world,  againft  fpiritual  wickednefs  in  high 
"  places  -f  .'*  Surely  then  it  behoves  us, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  victory,  tp  ^^  take 
"  ur^to  us  the  whole  armour  of  God,  the 
"  girdle  of  truth,  the  brealt-plate  of  righte- 
^'  oufnefs,  the  Ihieid  of  faitii,  the  helmet 
^^  of  falvalion,  and  the  fword  of  the  fpir 
"  rit  :|;."  It  is  grace  alone  can  furnifti  us 
with  thefe  weapons,  and  {o  long  as  we  are 
thus  armed,  we  ,niay  njjure  our  hearts  be- 
fore Him,  and  cuiiiidently  hope  that  "  the 

*Piul.  ii.  13.  tF-ph.  vi.  12. 
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"  gates  of  hell  lliall    not  prevail  againil    ^^j^ 
**  his  cliurch*,"  or  any  of  its  members,      ^-^v-w 

That  our  experience  of  this  divine  pro- 
mife  may  be  more  complete  and  fatisfac- 
tory,  and  our  comfort  ariling  from  it  more 
enlarged,  we  lliould  humbly  proitrate  our- 
lelves  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  earneftly 
beg  of  God  the  witnefs  of  the  Spirit. 
For  as  it  is  the  Ploly  Spirit  of  God  which 
worketh  grace  in  us,  fo  is  it  the  fame  Spi- 
rit which  mult  diicover  to  us  the  truth  of 
that  grace.  "  Now  we  have  received,'* 
faith  the  Apoftle,  "  not  the  fpirit  of  the 
world,  but  the  fpirit  which  is  of  God  -f," 
that  we  might  know  the  things  which  are 
freely  given  to  us  of  God,  for  "  the  Spirit 
"  itfelf  heareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirit,  that 
"  we  are  the  children  of  God  ."j:." 

Let  us  however  beware  in  the  enjoyment 
of  fo  divine  a  blefiing  not  to  miftake  the 
witnefs  of  the  Spirit  for  the  delufions  of 
Satan,  or  the  fervours  of  our  own  fancy. 
It  is  tbily  to  inicigine  that  this  teftimony 
fo  rare,  fo  divine,  and  fo  comfortable,  is  to 
be  obtained  by  fanciful  feelings,  rapturous 
devotions,  or  enthuiiaftic  confidence  of  di- 

*  iMatt.  xvi.  18.         t  1  ^'yr.  ii.  12.         J  Rom.  viii.  l6. 
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DISC,  vine  favour.  No :  it  is  the  effcft  of  the 
ordinary  means  of  grace  diligently  and  pi- 
oiifly  fought  after,  and  the  refult  of  the 
manifeftation  of  all  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
exemplified  in  our  life  and  converfation. 
It  will  then  be  no  wonder  if  we  ihould 
be  enabled  "  to  come  boldly  (f^ejoc.  irot,^^yi<ria.q) 
**  to  throne  of  grace,'*  and  "  ajjure  our 
"  hearts  before  Him  *."  Of  one  truth, 
however,  we  jnay  aicertain  ourfelves,  that 
no  man  can  call  God,  Father,  but  by  the 
guidance  of  the  Spirit,  much  lefs  can  he 
without  fuch  guidance  ground  any  aft  of 
faith  from  which  he  may  think  himfelf  en- 
titled to  any  Chrifiian  privileges,  or  any 
faving  intereft  in  Chrilt. 

It  is  only  through  the  prevailing  influence 
of  the  grace  of  God  in  our  hearts,  that' 
we  can  attain  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
adoption  of  children,  and  the  hope  of  iaU 
vation.  For  the  Holy  Spirit  never  wit- 
neHeth  to  any  man  any  thing  contrary  to 
the  rcveakd  word  of  God.  He  is  "  the 
**  Spirit  of  truth  f-,"  and  therefore  inca»- 
pable  of  any  poffible  contradictions,  If 
any  man   thinks  that  he  hath  the  witnefii 

'*  Hcb.  iv.  16\  t  -^oli"  '^vi.  13. 
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of  the  Spirit,  tliat  he  is  a  child  of  God,  i^i^c. 
and  la  not  at  the  lame  time  penitent,  obe-  ^^r^ 
dient,  humble,  and  holy,  he  deceiveth  his 
own  heart.  But  if  he  l)e  endowed  with 
the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  it  will  of  courfe 
excite  in  him  a  deteilalion  of  fm,  influme 
his  heart  with  a  love  both  of  Goi)  and 
Chrilt,  and  enc^agc  him  to  walk  in  liumi- 
lity  and  holinefs  all  the  days  of  his  life. 
It  will  animate  him  with  an  earneft  zeal  to 
promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  (if  the 
will  of  God  be  fo)  to  endure  tribulation 
or  perfecution  for  Cb lift's  fake.  It  will 
encourage  him  to  "  draw  near  to  God  ia 
**  full  afliirance  of  faith  *."  In  a  word,  it 
will  fweeten  every  mercy,  allav  everv  ai- 
fli6tive  difpenfation,  and  not  only  inlpi.e 
him  with  comfort  here,  but  give  him  a  fc»:e- 
tafte  of  thejoys  of  heaven  hereafter. 

How  then  muft  the  want  of  this  uii- 
fpeakable  privilege  and  divine  conlolatiori 
embitter  every  outward  enjoyment  to  a 
nominal  Chriilian !  And  how  com]M,\i- 
tively  vain  and  unfatisfa6tory  are  ail  ciie 
riches  of  the  world  without  coufulencv^  to- 
wards God,  and  without  a  well-grounded 

'•  Hcb.  X.  22. 
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xxS'  ^^P*  ^^  ^  bleffed  immortality  !  But  un- 
^'^.'^  der  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  this  re- 
ligious fentiment,  every  earthly  burden  is 
rendered  light  and  eafy,  we  learn  to  bear 
the  forrows  of  adverfity,  and  even  the 
pains  of  death  without  depreffion,  for  "  we 
"  know  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of  this 
"  tabernacle  were  diiTolved,  we  have  a 
"  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made 
U  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens  *." 

From  his  unfhaken  faith  and  uni' 
form  obedience  to  the  Gofpel  St.  Paul 
attained  to  an  eminent  degree  of  this 
affurance  in  himfelf,  when  he  avowed,  2v 
little  before  his  diflbiution,  "  I  have 
*'  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finiflied  my 
**  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith,  hence- 
"  forth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 
"  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the 
*'  righteous  Judge  fliail  give  me  at  that 
"  day :  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto 
"  all    them   alfo    that    love   his    appear- 

Let  us  therefore,  after  fo  bright  an  ex^ 
ample,  *'  give  diligence  to  make  our  calling 

*2Cor,  V.  1,  t  2Tim.iv.  7,8. 
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i^  and    ele6lion   fure  *,"    that    fo    an  en-    ^^c^ 
♦*  trance  may   be    miniftered  to  us  abun-  ^-^.^^z 
*'  dantly   into  the  everlafting  kingdom  of 
*«  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jeius  Chnil-j'/* 
To   whom   with    the    Father   and    the 
Holy  Spirit  be  aCcribed   all   honour,  and 
glory,  and  praiie,  henceforth  and  for  ever. 
Amen. 

*2Fet.  i.  IQ.  tSPetcii.  11. 
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THE     GOSPEL,     THE      POWER    OF 
SALVATION. 


Romans  i.  l6.  latter  claufe. 

Tor  it  is  the  Pouer  of  God  unto  Salvation 
to  every  ojie  that  believeth, 

xIAVING,  in  feveral  former  difcourfes, 
enlarged  upon  the  benefits  of  redemption 
conferred  by  Chrift  on  his  faithful  mem» 
bers,  we  are  now  led  in  due  order  to  the 
confideration  of  the  ordinary  means  where- 
by thofe  benefits  are  conveyed  fo  us.  And 
thofe  means  are  three,  the  word,  prayer, 
and  the  adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments. 
The  firft  of  which  (hall  conftitute  the  fub- 
je6l  of  the  following  difcourfe,   the  word, 
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or  "  Gofpel,  being  the  power  of  God  unto 
"  Sajyation^  tQ  ev^ry  one  tbjit  beliewth.'* 
Now,  this  \vord  contains  the  knowledge 
of  all  Caving  truth,  and  is  "  able  to  make 
"  us  wife  unto  "Salvation  */'  It  not  only 
gives  us  the  knowledge  of  our  duty  relat- 
ing both  to  faith  a'ml  pra6lice,  but  it  fets 
forth  powerful  motives  to  excite  us  to  the 
one,  and  awful  fandlions  to  perfuade  us 
into  a  compliance  with  th^  other.  What- 
foevcr  is  apt  to  affe6l  the  paffions  of  love 
or  hatred,  hope  or  fear,  which  are  our 
ftrongefi:  incitements  to  action,  is  there  de- 
livered "  in  demonftration  of  the  Spirit" 
and  urged  in  "  power  f-."  In  the  word  of 
God,  life  and  death,  happinefs  and  mifer^', 
are  propounded  and  iVeely  offered  to  our 
choice.  There  the  moft  convincing  arg-u- 
nients  and  moft  perfuafive  motives  are  to 
be  fopnd  to  engage  and  encourage  us  to 
live  fdberly,  rightieoufly,  and  godiily,  in 
this  prefent  world,  that  we  may  obtain 
eterniil  lifl  and  happlneis  in  the  next. 
*  In  the  word  of  God,  likewife,  are  de- 
nounced the  heavieftthreatningsagainft  fni 
and  wickednef-,  to  deter  us  from  the  com- 

*  2Tim.  lii.  15.  t  1  Cor.  ii.' 4. 
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million  of  them,  that  we  may  efcape  ever-  i^^^c. 
lafting  death.  U  aught  then  can  make  ^.*-v.-^ 
us  depart  from  evil,  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord  muft  avail  for  that  purpofe ;  and  if 
any  thing  can  perfuade  us  to  purify  our 
•hearts,  and  to  perfect  hoUneis  in  the  fear 
of  God,  it  niufl  be  the  hope  of  eternal 
glory. 

To  render  the  \vord  of  God  more  effec- 
tual to  our  falvation,  and  to  induce  us  to 
receive  it  in  lincerity  and  truth,  God  hath 
gracioufly  ordained  minifters  to  preach 
the  word,  which,  when  rightly  divided, 
expounded,  and  prefled  home  upon  the 
confciences  of  men,  "  is  mighty  through 
**  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  ftrong- 
*'  holds'^""'  of  (in  and  fatan.  Both  the 
a6tive  and  pafTive  graces  are  ordinarily 
wrought  in  us  by  the  preaching  of  the 
word,  that  being  the  inftituted  means 
which  God  hath  eftablilhed  for  the  con- 
viction and  converhon  of  fmners.  The 
bleffing  of  God  ufually  accompanies  this 
ordinance,  and  makes  it  effeftual  to  the 
humble  and  docile  hearer.  If  you  attend 
-to  the  word  preached,  and  follow  the  in-        j 

•  2  Cor.  X.  4. 
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{tru6lions  which  your  Spiritual  paflors  in- 
culcate out  of  the  Hvely  oracles  of  God, 
you   are   then  Ukely  to  purfue   the   right 
courfe    which    God   hath    prefcribed   for 
your  edification    and   falvation.     The  mir 
nifters  of  God's   holy  word  have  an   un- 
queftionable   authority   from   Chrift  "   to 
**  teach  you   to  obferve  all  things  what- 
"  foever  He  hath  commanded  */*     And 
fo  long  as  they  lead  you  in  the  way  of  ho- 
linefs  and  righteoufnefs,  you  are  in  confci- 
ence  bound  to  follow  their  admonitions. 
For  it  is  not  they,  but  God  himfelf,  who 
requires  you  to  obferve  and  do  what  they 
teach  and   enjoin   out  of  his   holy  word. 
.l*)ut  if  you  will  not  hearken  to  their  whole- 
fome   inftru6tions,    nor   be  perfuaded    by 
their  ferious  admonitions  to  become  true 
and  faithful  difciples  of  Chrift,  it  is  to  be 
feared  there   is    little  probability  of  any 
other  means  being  efte6tual  to  that  end. 

One  principle  reafon  of  the  unbelief  and 
difregard  of  the  word  preached  even 
amongft  Chriftians,  is  not  that  the  fubje6t 
of  their  faith  has  not  been  duly  pro- 
pounded and  iufficiently  attefted,  but  be- 

*  Matt,  xxviii.  20. 
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caufe  they  are   themfelves    for   the   mofl    t^tsc. 

^  Y  V  V  r  r 

part  averl'e  to  goodnefs,  and  unwilHng  to 
reftrain  their  inordinate  lufts  and  unruly 
pafiions.  The  truths  of  God's  holy  word 
require  no  additional  evidence :  the  only 
misfortune  is,  that  the  natural  corruptions 
of  the  human  heart  will  not  fuffer  them  to 
attend  to  the  evidence  which  hath  been 
given.  Enough  hath  been  revealed,  and 
miracles  more  than  enough  have  been 
wrought,  to  convince  any  reafonable  and 
unprejudiced  mind  of  the  truth  of  Chrifti- 
anity.  If  it  fnould  not  be  convinced  by 
the  atteftation  of  miracles  aim  prophecy 
united,  it  would  hardly  be  perfuaded  to 
embrace  the  Chriftian  faith  even  under 
a  vifible  demonftration  of  the  fame  mira- 
culous powers  in  thefe  days.  A  preju- 
diced underftanding  may  ftrive  to  refill  the 
power  of  the  one,  and  a  corrupt  will  may 
feek  to  baffle  the  evidence  of  the  other, 
until  they  rejeft  all  revealed  truth.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  whilft  men  "  love  darknefs 
"  rather  than  light  *,"  they  will  be  unwil- 
ling to  believe  the  do6lrines  and  embrace 
the  faith  of  that  religion  which  condemns 

*  John  iii.  19, 

VOL.  II.  E  them. 


50  The  Go/pel,  the  Fower  of  Salvation, 

them,  be  the  evidence  ever  fo  ftrong  and 
unequivocal.  "  For  every  one  that  doetb 
"  evil,  hateth  the  hght,  neither  cometh  to 
"  the  hght,  leil  his  deeds  fliould  be  re- 
"  proved  */'  The  doftrines  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  which  are  as  clear  and  pure  as  the 
light,  are  neither  recognized  by  the  heart, 
nor  is  confeffion  made  of  them  with  the 
mouth  of  the  ungodly,  not becaufe  they  have 
any  ftrong  reafon  to  urge  againft  them, 
but  becaufe  they  do  not  comport  with 
their  vicious  inclinations.  For  the  fame 
reafon,  therefore,  that  the  Gofpel  is  to 
them  that  are  faved,  "  the  favour  of  life 
"  unto  life,  it  is  to  them  that  perifli,  the 
**  favour  of  death  unto  death "[-."  Con- 
vinced of  its  efficacy,  St.  Paul  com- 
mendeth  the  power  of  the  word  by  this 
argument,  that  it  "  is  quick  and  powerful, 
"  and  (harper  than  any  two-edged  fword, 
"  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of 
"  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and 
**  marrow,  and  is  a  difcerner  of  the 
"  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart  ;|.." 
M'hen  our  blelled  Lord  ftilled  the  winds 
and  the  feas  with   the  controllinir  word  : 

o 

*  John  iii.  20.     f  2  Cor.  ii.  15,  l6.     I  llcb.  iv.  12. 
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"  Peace,  be  flill  * :"  the  people  were  ex- 
ceedingly amazed  at  his  power,  and  faid 
one  to  another,  "  A'Vhat  manner  of  man 
*'  is  this,  that  even  the  winds  and  the  I'eci 
**  obey  him  -j-."  The  convcrfion  of  a  iin- 
ner  is,  no  doubt,  a  great  work  ;  the  agi- 
tations of  whofe  bofom  are  "  like  the 
"  troubled  fea  when  it  cannot  reflj/* 
the  nature  of  which  is  to  be  in  perpetual 
motion  excited  by  various  caufes,  precipi- 
tating, impelling,  and  repelling  one  ano- 
ther. Such  are  the  hearts  of  wicked  men^ 
agitated  by  the  efFervefcence  of  natural 
concupifccnce,  fwollen  with  the  luft  of  fin- 
ful  pleafures,  actuated  by  the  evil  courfe  of 
this  world,  and  impelled  by  the  folicit^- 
tions  of  fatan. 

In  the  difpenfation  o^  the  word  by  the 
miniftry  of  his  fervants,  Chrift  ftilleth  the 
raging  of  this  fea,  quells  the  impetuoiity  of 
lult,  corre6ts  the  poiibn  of  an  evil  heart, 
difpels  the  power  of  temptations,  and  pro- 
duces in  the  foul  of  man,  a  happy  tranquil- 
lity. When  fuch  an  effect  is  produced, 
the  foul  (lands  amazed,  as  it  were,  at  its 
own  recovery,  and  admires  that  wonderful 

*  Mark  iv.  39.         t  Ibid.  41.         ;  Ilaiah  Ivii.  20. 
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and  invi{i!)le  power  M'hich  could  fo  fud- 
denly  rebuke  fucli  racing  afFe6lions,  and 
reduce  ihvm  to  a  ftate  of  order,  tranquil- 
lity, anf]  happinefs.  Well  may  we  apply 
to  ourfelves,  in  a  fpiritual  Tenfe,  the  fublime 
and  beautiful  lansjuao-e  of  the  Plalmift — 
"  What  .ailed  thee,  O  thou  fea,  that  thou 
"  fleddeft  ?  Thou  Jordan  that  thou  waft 
"  driven  back?  Ye.  mountains  that  ye 
"  ilvipped  like  rams,  and  ye  little  h'dls  like 
"  young  Qieep  *  ?"  What  aileth  man,  that 
he  13  driven  back  from  his  own  channel, 
and  made  fuddenly  to  forget  his  wonted 
courfe  ?  What  ail  thole  ftrong  and  moun- 
tainous lulls,  which  were  as  immoveably 
£xt  upon  the  foul  as  a  hill  on  its  bale,  that 
they  ihouid  flee  away  at  the  voice  of  a  man 
like  an  affrighted  flieep  ?  W  hat  ail  thpfe 
fmaller  corruptions  and  little  intempe- 
rances, which  were  wont  to  be  deemed 
mere  habits  and  infirmities  rather  than 
vices,  that  they  fliould  Ikip  away,  like 
young  fiieep,  at  the  preaching  of  the 
word  ?  What  ?  but  that  the  Gofpel  "  is  the 
"  power  of  God  unto  Salvation." 
.    The  fame  power  is  alio    farther  mani- 

*  Pfalni'  cxiv.  5,  C". 
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fefted  in  the  Gofpe],  being  "  tlic  v.ord  of  disc. 
"  reconciliation*;"  "  the  law  of  the  Spi-  y^,.^^^^ 
"  rit  of  life  •(• ;"  "  the  miniftration  of 
**  rigbteoufnefs.!.,"  and  the  "  proclaiming 
"  of  liberty  to  the  captives  §/'  Thcfe  de- 
clarations arc  let  forth  in  the  Scriptures 
with  appropriate  efficacy  and  peculiar  dif- 
tin^iion  ;  they  conftitute  the  ellence  of  that 
power  of  God  unto  Salvation,  with  which 
a  true  beli{;vcr  only  is  acquainted,  lliere 
was,  indeed,  a  mighty  power  accompany- 
ing the  promulgation  of  the  law,  typified 
in  thofe  thunderings  and  terrors  with 
which  it  was  adminillered  from  Mount 
Sinai;  but,  in  compariibn  of  the  power 
confequent  on  the  preaching  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  the  law  itfelf  was  "  Meak  and  unprofit- 
*'  able,  and  made  nothing  perfe6t||,'* 
"  The  llrength  of  tlu;  law  ^"  was  fitted 
only  for  deftruciion,  "the  power  of  the 
**  Gofpel  •'■■*"  for  Salvation.  By  this  the 
difplay  of  divine. mercy  is  manifefted  in 
the  forgivenoi's  of  iin,  and  I  he  delegation 
of  the  miniftry  of  the  Gofpel   in  Chritt's 

•  2  Cor.  V.  19.        t  Rom.  viii.  2.        J  2  Cor.  iii.  9- 

^  La.  Ixi.  I.     U  Heb.  vii.  18,  19-     fl  1  Cor.  xv.  56". 
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DISC,     name  and  by  his  authority,  is  an  evident 
xxN-if.  *:,    ,  ,  -  ... 

v^-.-w  argument  or  that  plenary  "  power  which 

"  was  given  to  him  both  in  heaven  and 
<'  earth*/'  I'he  very  difpenfation  of  this 
word  of  reconcihation,  which  is  authorita*- 
tively  conmiitted  to  the  miniRers  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  to  them  only  (however  they 
may  be  traduced  and  vilified  in  an  age, 
when  like  that  of  Jeroboam,  "  priefts  are 
"  made  of  the  lovveli:  of  the  people -j-") 
confers  upon  them  the  higheft  honour  of 
which  man  is  capable,  even  to  be  ac- 
counted "  ftewards  of  the  myfteries  of 
**  God  :|V'  and  '*  ambaffadors  of  Ch rift 
*'  for  the  falvation  of  hnners  §/'  Confci- 
ous  of  this  high  prerogative,  '*  inafmuch 
*'  as  I  am  the  Apoflle  of  the  Gentiles,'* 
faith  St.  Paul,  **  I  magnify  mine  oflSce  ||." 
And  as  the  nature  and  defign  of  the  mi- 
nifterial  function  is  the  fame  now  it  was 
in  the  days  of  the  Apoftle,  though  not  ac- 
companied with  the  ikme  miraculous  pow- 
ers, yet  if  the  word  fpoken  from  the 
mouth  of  a  weak  and  fintul  mortal,  like 
yourfelves,  is  able   to  reconcile  a  child  of 

*  Matt,  xxviii.  IS.     t  1  Kings  xii.  31.     X  1  Cor,  iv.  1. 
^§  2  Cor,  V,  20.  II  lloin.  xi.  13. 

wrath 


The  Gofpeli  the  Poz^wr  of  Salvation.  55 

wrath  unto  God,  "  to  puriije  bis  conscience    ^V"^*^- 
"  from    dead    works    to    lerve    the  hvino^ 

o 

*'  God*/'  and  "  to  turn  the  hearts  of 
"  the  difobedient  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
"  juft-f:"  it  may,  with  appropriate  ener- 
gy, be  deemed  "  the  power  of  God  unto 
''  Salvation  +." 

And  it  is  no  lefs  fo  in  the  fanctitying 
influence  it  communicates  to  thole  "  who 
"  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through 
**  faith  unto  falvation  §."  Their  liearts 
are  formed,  as  it  were,  into  the  image  of 
Chrift,  they  become  "  his  epiitle  minif- 
**  tered  by  us,  written  not  with  ink,  bat 
"  with  the  fpirit  of  the  hving  God,  not 
"  in  tables  of  ilone,  but  in  tielhly  tables  of 
'*  the  heart  |1,"  nianifeiting  its  power  and 
efficacy  both  in  the  outward  and  inward 
man. 

The  power  of  the  Gofpel  might  f{ill  be 
confidered  as  little  more  than  a  dead  let- 
ter, if  it  were  not  inftrumental  in  comfort- 
ing the  feeble-minded,  enliglUtning  the 
ignorant,  ftrengthening  the  weak,  and 
Supporting  the  faithful.     It  is  the  peculiar 

*  Heb.  ix.  14.       t  L"^^^'  i-  ^~ •      X  Colled  for  3cl  Suiulay 
in  Advent.         %  1  Pet,  i.  5.         ||  2  Cor.  iii.  3. 

£  4*  excel- 
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xxxij.  excellence  of  the  evangelical  doctrine  "  to 
"  bind  up  the  broken-hearted*,"  "  to  give 
"  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Sion,  beauty 
"  for  allies;  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning; 
"  the  garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of 
"  heavinels-^-."  And  his  practical  kncw- 
ledge  of  divine  truth  muii  be  very  fupeili- 
cial  indeed,  who  is  ignorant  that  "  the 
•'  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure,  en-? 
"  lightening  the  eyes  J;"  that  the  ^'  Ihield 
"  of  faith"  flrengthens  the  weak,  by 
*'  quenching  ail  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
"  wicked §''  one;  that  the  helmet  of  falva- 
tion  fupports  and  fecures  the  faithful ;  and 
that  "  the  fuord  of  the  Spirit,  which  is 
"  the  word  of  God,"  enables  them  to  re- 
fift  temptations,  to  kill  the  inward  lults^ 
and  to  mortify  the  corruptions  of  their 
own  hearts  ;  and,  above  all,  it  adminiiiers 
that  comfort  and  luppoi  t,  even  "  in  the 
"  \ alley  of  the  Ihadow  of  death  i|,"  which 
this  world,  with  all  its  boahcd  happinels, 
can  ntn  er  bellow. 

So   confcious   was   the  holy  Plalmif}  of 
the  fuccour  he  derived  from  the  word  of 

*  Ifalah  Ixi.  1.  f  Ibid.  3.         X  VMm  xix.  8. 

S  Eph.  vi.  l6,  17.  It  I'lalm  xxiii.  4, 

G0D5 
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God,   that    **  in    his  ailiit:iion,"    he   de-    r)isc. 

XXXII. 

clared,  this  was  his  comtort,  "  thy  word," 
faith  he,  "  hath  quickened  me  *."  And, 
^'  unleis  thy  law  had  been  my  delight,  I 
<'  Ihould  have  perjOied  in  mine  atili6tion  -f-.'* 
Now  when  we  behold  a  man  on  whom  i'o 
many  prelTures  alighted,  the  accufations  of 
fm,  the  heavy  wrath  of  GoD,  the  (ling  of 
a  wounded  Ipirit,  the  infirmiiies  of  age,  the 
fcorn  of  the  world,  and  the  temptations  of 
Satan,  and  in  the  midft  of  all  this  calamity 
not  turn  alide  to  lying  vanities,  not  confalt 
with  flefh  and  blood,  nor  rely  on  the  wif- 
dom  or  help  of  man,  but  lean  only  on  the 
word  of  God,  and  make  that  his  only  rod 
and  ftaff  to  comibrt  him  in  fuch  extrfemi- 
ties,  it  is  impoflible  not  to  l)e  perfuaded 
that  "  it  is  the  power  oF  God  unto  falva- 
^'   tion  to  every  one  that  believeth." 

The  Gofpel  is  equally  manilelted  to  be 
the  power  of  God  in  repelling  the  attacks 
and  avenging  the  perf  cutions  of  the  ene- 
mies of  C'hiiit  and  his  Church,  it  is  wont 
to  difappoint  the  deiigns  of  evil  men,  and 
fruftrate  the  machinations  of  evil  Ipii's, 
and  has  a  peculiar  ehicacy  in  blunting  tne 

»  Pl'aira  Lxu\.  50.  ■\  Ibid.  c/x\ 

arrows 
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arrows  of  perfecution  ftiot  forth  by  the 
one,  and  in  ftifling  the  malignity  of  the 
poifon  inferted  into  the  very  vitals  of  the 
Church  by  the  other.  And  whilft  it  thus 
ftops  the  progrefs  both  of  outward  and  in- 
^vard  calamity  in  the  Church-militant,  it 
infpires  its  members  with  that  peace  and 
tranquilhty  of  mind,  which  neither  the 
rage  of  men,  or  the  malice  of  the  enemy 
can  abate.  No  ftorms  of  worldly  revolu- 
tions can  any  more  affeft  it,  than  the  dark* 
nefs  of  a  cloud  can  obfcure  the  luftre  of 
the  meridian  fun,  or  the  boifterous  winds 
agitate  the  immovable  foundation  of  a  rock. 
For  we  truft  that  the  word  of  God  always 
hath  had,  and  ever  will  have  "  a  readinefs 
"  to  revenge  all  difobedience  *,"  and  to 
infpire  fuch  wifdom,  "  as  all  its  adverfaries 
"  fhall  not  be  able  to  gainfay  or  refill  -j-.^* 
For  this  end  was  the  Spirit  of  God  fent 
down  from  heaven  to  convince  the  world  of 
fin  by  theminiftry  of  the  Gofpel,  that  the 
hearts  of  men  might  be  fubdued  by  the 
invincible  evidence  of  the  Spirit  of  truth, 
that  they  might  feel  the  wretchednefs  and 
acknowledge  the  mifery  of  their  fallen  con- 

•  2  Cor.  X.  6.  t  I-uJ^e  x\i.  15. 

dition. 
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clition,  take  to  themfelves  the  iliame  and  dtsc. 
coiifufion  appropriate  to  ibch  a  ilate,  and  >^^^ 
afcribe  unto  God  through  Chrift  the  ho- 
nour and  glory  due  unto  his  name  for  their 
dehverance  from  it.  Under  the  power  of 
this  convi6lion  it  is  natural  to  ibppofc,  that 
the  heart  of  man  would  admire  and  em- 
brace the  terms  of  peace  and  reconciliation 
proffered  through  the  Redeemer  of  the 
World,  fubmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of 
faith,  and  bow  down  to  the  fceptre  of 
Chrift's  kingdom. 

Does  not  then  fuch  a  manifeftation  of 
the  Gofpel  as  the  power  of  God  unto  fal- 
vation  highly  magnify  the  glory  of  Chrift  s 
kingdom  ?  Does  it  not  evince  the  accom- 
pliQmient  of  prophecy,  that  "  the  ftone 
"  which  was  cut  out  without  hands  became 
"  a  great  mountain  *,"  and  ate  into  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world  ?  Did  not  kings 
and  emperors  lay  down  their  fceptres  at 
the  foot  of  the  crofs  ?  Did  they  not  em- 
brace a  doctrine  which  was  every  where 
fjpoken  againft  ?  a  do6trine  too,  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  the  depraved  conftitution 
of  the  human  mind,  and  repugnant  to  the 

"   Dan,  ii.  3i,  35. 

natural 


60  The  Go/pel,  the  Pozier  of  Salvation. 

natural  lenlibilities  of  fietTi  and  blood  ;  a 
doftrine  which  invariably  inculcates  humi- 
lity and  feii'-denial,  as  well  tVoni  the  ex- 
ample as  from  the  precept  of  its  divine 
Author,  ia  hope  of  a  future  invihble  re- 
ward from  Him,  whom  if  they  had  fecn, 
they  would  have  found  by  the  natural  eye, 
^*  no  beauty  in  Him  that  they  (liould  de- 
*'  fire  Him*?"  A  reward  long  indeed 
procraftinatcdsand  no  other  afiurance  given 
of  it,  but  through  faith  in  Him  who  pro- 
xnifed  it  ;  and  in  the  interval,  perhaps  a 
great  weight  of  afflictions  to  be  endured 
for  his  name's  fake.  Is  it  probable  then 
that  the  wife  and  mighty  men  of  this  world 
fliould  liften  to  Juch  terms  of  iiilvation,  if 
there  were  not  a  demonitrative  evidence  of 
truth,  and  an  undeniable  proof  of  good^ 
nefs,  in  them  which  are  able  to  obviate  the 
objeftions  of  the  infidel  and  the  fceptic  ? 

To  us  then  is  this  miniltration  of  the 
Gofpel  committed,  and  '*  woe  he  unto  us 
"  if  we  preach  it  not  -j- :"  it  is  our  part  to 
divide  and  apply  it  without  the  inventions 
of  human  fancy,  or  the  tradition  of  human 

*  Ifuiah  ]jii.  2.  f  1  Cor.  ix'.  l6\ 
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opinions,  that  it  may  have  a  faving  efficacy  ^.^sc 
on  them  that  believe,  and  operate  to  the 
convidion  and  converfion  of  them  that 
"  obey  not  the  truth  */'  AVe  are  bound 
to  conlider  ourlelves  your  fervants  only  for 
Jeiu's  fake,  in  compaffton  to  the  conmion 
infirmities  of  human  nature,  to  heal  the 
fpiritual  difealesof  your  fouls,  to  teach  you 
to  endure  temptations,  to  affilt  you  \vith 
all  needful  fupplies  of  comfort,  inftruciion, 
and  exhortation  in  rightepufnefs,  to  con- 
defcend  to  men  of  low  eftate,  "  to  preach 
"  the  word,  to  be  inilanc  in  ieafon,  out  of 
"  feafon,  and  to  reprove,  rebuke,  and  exhort 
"  with  all  long-fu  fife  ring  and  do6lrine -f'.'* 
For  in  delivering  the  truths  of  "  the  ever- 
"  lafting  Gofpel  +,''  we  muft  not  be  the 
fervants  of  men,  "  for  if  I  yet  pleafed 
"  men,**  faith  St.  Paul,  "  I  iliould  not  be 
"  the  fervantofChria§/' 

Let  every  one  then  "  receive  the  word 
"  of  God  which  he  hath  heard  of  us,  not 
"  as  the  word  of  men,  but  (as  it  is  in  truth) 
**  the  word  of  God,  which  effe6lually  work- 
"  eth  in  them  that  believe  ||,"  to  the  re- 

*  Rom.  ii.  8.        t  2  Tim.  iv.  2.  I  Rev.  xiv.  6. 

S  Gal.i.  10.  II  1  Theff.  ii.  13. 
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DISC,  formation  of  their  lives,  and  the  fanftifi- 
cation  of  their  hearts.  The  efiicacy  of  tlie 
word,  when  apphed  to  the  confcience,  is 
without  refpe6t  of  perfons  ;  it  renders  it  as 
fufceptihle  of  the  divine  difpleafure,  and  is 
equally  a  "  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  and 
"  intents  of  the  heart  *,"  in  a  prince  as 
in  a  beggar.  It  behoves  every  one  there- 
fore, whether  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor, 
learned  or  ignorant,  to  receive  it  with  hu- 
mility and  trembling,  that  it  may  quicken 
and  animate  his  graces,  and  be  "  made 
"  unto  him  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs, 
"  fanciification  and  redemption,  through 
"  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 

"  viour  JefusChriflf.'* 
To  whom,  &c.     Amen. 

*  lieb.  iv.  12.  t  1  Cor.  i.  aa. 
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PRAYER. 


Matthew  vii.  7. 
AJk,  and  itJJiall  he  given  you. 

1  HE  next  ordinary  means,  after  God's 
holy  word,  which  we  purpoied  to  confider, 
by  which  the  benefits  of  the  Chriftian 
Covenant  are  conveyed  to  us,  is  Prayer. 
This  is  both  a  duty  we  owe  to  God,  and 
alfo  a  fpecial  moans  which  He  hath  pre- 
Icribed,  by  which  we  may  obtain  the  pro- 
mifed  bleffmgs.  Though  God  indeed 
knoweth  what  things  we  have  need  of 
before  we  a(k  Him,  yet  He  requires  us  to 
make  known  our  requefts.  And  when  we 
have  good  ground  to  hope  that  God  will 
grant  us  fome  conliderable  blelHng,  "  yet 
"  for  this,"  faith  the  Lord  God,  ''  I  will 

"  be 
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DISC,  "  be  enquired  of  by  them  to  do  it  for 
s^^.^N^  "  them*,"  If  we  pray,  therefore,  as  we 
ought,  in  faith,  humihty,  and  perfeverance, 
God  will  hear  and  grant  our  pious  fiippli- 
cations,  and  not  deny  us  any  thing  which, 
in  his  wifdom,  he  fees  good  for  us.  For 
*'  this  is  the  confidence  we  have  in  Him, 
"  that  if  we  afk  any  thing  according  to  his 
"  will,  He  heareth  us;  and  if  we  know  that 
"  He  hear  us,  whatfover  we  alk,  we  know 
*'  that  we  have  the  petitions  which  we  de- 
«  fired  of  Him  f." 

But  that  the  duty  of  Prayer  may  be 
acceptable  to  God,  it  muft  be  performed 
in  a  right  manner,  which  can  only  be  effect- 
ed by  offering  up  our  praj^ers  or  praifes 
unto  God,  through  the  alone  Mediator 
Jefus  Chrili.  And  when  we  make  our 
addrefs  to  tVie  throne  of  heaven,  we  nmft 
"  lift  up  holy  hands,'*  and  pure  hearts, 
"  without  wrath  and  doubting.!:;*'  we  mufi 
aflv  fuch  things  as  we  know  to  be  good  and 
lawful,  and  alk  them  in  faith,  humility, 
and  reverence,  and  with  attention,  zeal, 
and  fervency.  And  it  is  an  indifpenfablo 
condition,  that  whatever  mercies  we  im- 

»  Ezek.  xxxvi.  'i7.     t  1  John  v.  H,  15.     J  1  'i'im.  ii.  S. 
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plore^  we  fliould  afls;  them  with  a  fingleeye 
to  the  glory  of  Cod.  If  Prayer  be  offer- 
ed up  in  this  rpirit,und  with  thefe  qaahfica- 
tions,  it  will  derive  the  dew  of  heaven 
upon  our  fouls,  and  fill  them  with  all  fpi- 
ritual  bleflings  in  Chriit  Jefus. 

And  for  our  further  direiSlion  in  this 
important  duty,  our  blefTed  Lord  pre- 
fcribed  a  form  of  Prayer  to  his  difciples, 
and  through  them  to  all  Chriftiarts  in  all 
fucceeding  ages,  which  I  fliall  therefore, 
as  the  foundation  of  every  petition,  make 
the  fubje6l  of  the  following  difcourfe. 

Now  this  Prayer  contains,  in  few  words, 
the  fubflance  of  all  things  necellary  to  be 
prayed  for ;  all  prayer  (hould  therefore  be 
grounded  upon  it,  and  in  itfelf  it  is  the 
moil;  excellent,  the  moft  perfe6l,  and  the 
moil  godlike  pattern  that  frail  man  can 
adopt. 

It  confifts  of  three  parts,  the  preface,  the 
petitions,  and  the  doxology,  or  the  conclu- 
fion.  The  prefatory  addrefs  is  contained 
in  the  words,  "  Our  Father  which  art  in 
"  heaven.'*  This  teaches  us  to  whom,  and 
with  what  afl[e6tions  we  ought  to  pray. 
The  objed  of  all  religious  atlorauon  is 
VOL.  II.  F  God 
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God  only,  for  He  kiiowcth  the  deiircs  of 
our  hearts,  and  lie  -alone  is  both  able  and 
willing  to  grant  our  petitions.  Under  the 
relation  of  a  Father,  he  intimates  his  vvil- 
lingnefs ;  and  of  an  heavenlij  Father,  his 
power  to  hear  and  to  help  us.  This  very 
confideration  emboldens  iis  to  make  our 
ilipplications  to  IJim  with  confidence  and 
firm  hope  of  fuccefs,  afiijred  of  the  fupply 
of  all  our  wants,  and  of  being  enriched 
with  all  bleflings  as  well  f})iritual  as  tem- 
poral. 

The  petitions  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  are 
brief,  confitting  only  of  fix,  but  very  com- 
prehenfive ;  the  three  former  relate  to  the 
attributes  and  perfections  of  the  Deity, 
the  kingdom  of  grace,  and  the  ineans  by 
which  the  will  and  glory  of  God  are  ad- 
vanced and  promoted.  The  three  latter 
concern  ourlelves,  and  have  reljpecl  to  the 
fupply  of  all  our  wants,  as  well  ipiritual  as 
tenjporal,  to  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  fellow- 
ereatures,  cfpecially  in  the  cafe  of  injuries, 
and  the  means  by  which  we  may  be  ena- 
bled either  to  efcape  or  to  fubdue  all  the 
enei;  ies  of  our  Salvation. 

Now  the  firft  petition  which  has  an  im- 
mediate 
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iticcliate  reference  to  the  attributes  and  disc. 
perfe6tions  of  the  Godhead,  is  "  Hallowed  .— v— ^ 
"be  thy  Name.'*  In  Scripture  the  name 
of  God  is  oft^n  put  for  God  himfelf,  and 
frequently  imports  any  things  whether  his 
"vvord  or  works^  by  which  his  divine  nature 
is  made  known  to  usj  and  may  be  honour- 
ed by  us.  Accordingly  the  majefty,  wif- 
dom,  power,  mercy,  and  julticc  of  God 
are  emphatically  denominated  by  his  Name, 
And  the  hallowing  of  this  Name  may 
therefore  very  properly  intimate  to  us,  that 
holy  reverence  and  refpe6l  which  are  due 
to  it  at  all  times  and  upon  all  occafjons. 
For  though  it  be  true,  that  God  cannot 
be  made  more  glorious^  more  holy,  or  more 
happy  by  the  profoundeft  adoration  oi  his 
creatures,  than  He  is  in  Himfelfj  yet  his 
glory  may  be  more  manifefled  in  the 
uorldj  and  He  may  be  more  fan6lified  in 
his  works  by  our  acknowledging  and 
adoring  them,  and  performing  the  duties 
we  owe  to  his  divine  Majefty. 

The  fubject  of  this  petition  are  all  thofe 

evangeUcal  graces  by  which  we  are  enabled 

to  glorify  God's  holy  name  in  our  hearts, 

in  our  words,  and  in  our  aclions.     Do  we 

p  2  then 
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tbcii  thus  llrive  to  i^lorlly  liis  holy  Xaiiic 
by  t'lUertaining  liigh  and  reverciul  thougbls 
ot"  his  divine  ^Mujeflyj  by  honomiiig  lliiii 
as  Cjoi)  in  love,  tear,  and  Jiibmitiion  ?  Do 
^e  cxak  his  holy  Name  by  magnifying 
liis  power  and  wiidom,  his  jufuceand  good- 
nefs  above  all  things,  in  our  orduiary  con- 
verlalion  ?  And  do  we  hallow  the  name  of 
God  in  our  a6tions  by  conforming  our- 
ielves  to  his  will  in  a  pure  and  holy  life, 
as  becomcth  thole  profeffmg  godlinefs  ? 
*'  Herein,"  ialth  onrblefled  Lord,  "  is  my 
"  i:\ither  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much 
"  fruit ''^."  Other  creatures  by  a  paffive 
conformity  to  his  will  bring  glory  to  God; 
])ut  men  and  angels  are  capable  of  glovity- 
ing  Him  by  an  aclive  obedience,  that  his 
Name  may  be  ianctified  as  well  in  them, 
as  by  them.  This  Petition  ought  there- 
fote  to  be  not  only  the  fubjeft,  but  the  end 
of  all  our  prayers. 

The  next  Petition,  "Thy kingdom  come," 
well  fucceeds  the  former,  becaufe  the  ad- 
vancement of  GoD*s  kingdom  conduceth 
mod  to  his  glory.  It  confiils  chiefly  in 
that  ipiritual  power  and  dominion  which 

*  Jalni  KV.  S. 
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and  exerojii s  in  the  hearts  oi  hi.s  people  by  ^-.-^ 

his  word  and  Holy  Spirit.  'I'iiis  i<ini2;(loni 
of  Grace  is  within  us,  and  confilts  in 
"  righteonliiefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
"Holy  Ghoft  •'■■•,"  and  leads  (liroaiy  1o 
that  eternal  itate  of  hnppinels  in  \\\\\c\\ 
(jod  will  be  "  all  in  all -j-,''  and  which  is 
therefore  fidy  denominated  the  kingdom 
of  glory.  That  is  faid  to  come  when  the 
(iolpel  hath  free  courfe  in  the  world,  and 
])y  the  efficacy  of  it  men  are  brought  lo 
the  laving  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and 
"  turned  from  darknels  to  light,  and  from 
<*  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God  .]:,"  when 
they  have  willingly  iuhmitted  themfelves 
to  the  government  of  Chrili;  on  earth,  that 
they  may  be  partakers  of  his  glory  in 
heaven.  In  reference  to  this  kingdom  we 
pray,  that  '-^  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
"  may  l)ecome  the  kingdoms  of  our  Loud 
*'  and  of  his  Chrilt^,"  and  more  particu- 
larly that  we  who  profefs  ourfelves  ilibjects 
of  it  may  be  devoted  to  its  fervice  both  in 
licart  and  life.      \\\   fuch   true  allegiance 

*  Rom.  xiv.  17.  t  \  Cor.  xv.  CS. 

I   Acts  xxvi.  iS,  i  lU'v.  xi.  1  ''. 
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we  fnall,  doubtlefs,  hv  gradual];/  preparing 
for  that  future  hingdoni,  the  glory  and  ex- 
cellency of  which  are  enough  to  excite 
every  faculty  of  our  minds,  and  engage 
every  affeftion  of  our  hearts  towards  the 
attainment  of  it.  And  happy,  unfpeakr 
ably  happy,  will  he  be  who  fl)ail  ^'  have  hi§ 
"  perfect  confummation  and  bhfs,  both  in 
"  body  and  foul,  in  the  eternal  and  ever- 
*'  lafiing  glory  of  God,  through  Jefus 
^'  Chriftour  Lord  *  I" 

'i'he  third  Petition  is,  'f  Thy  will  be  done 
"  in  earthy  as  it  is  in  heaven."  Now  the 
will  of  God  is  contained  in  his  revealed 
word.  And  as  knowledge  muft  precede 
pra6tice,  our  firll  ilep  fhould  be  to  learn 
the  will  of  God  ;  the  next,  to  fulfil  it. 
And  as  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  perform 
liis  divine  command-,  fo  iliould  we  patiently 
fubmit  to  his  fatherly  correclions.  It  is 
no  lefs  our  duty  to  endure  the  one,  than 
to  obey  the  other. 

The  manner  in  which  God's  will  fliould 
be  done  in  earth,  is  as  the  angels  do  it  in 
heaven.  And  though  the  frailty  of  human 
nature  will  not  admit  of  angelical  perfec- 

•  Burial  Strvice. 
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tion,  yet  we  iliould  lirise,  in  proportion  to  i>f^^(^- 
the  Icale  of  hiinian  excellence,  lo  imitate  •^^, — / 
it  with  the  like  lincerity,  zeal,  arici  coii- 
ftancy.  Unleis  our  obedience  to  the  (li- 
vine  will  be  accompanied  with  thefe  (pia- 
lifications,  it  cannot  be  acceptable.  This 
is  the  leaft  that  can  be  predici'ted  of  the 
fan6tification  of  God's  name,  of  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  kingdom,  and  of  obedi- 
ence to  his  will  in  the  three  former  petir 
tions ;  and  may  the  truth,  reality,  and  im- 
portance of  them  to  our  prefent  comtort, 
and  to  our  everlatting  falvation,  be  in- 
delibly engraven  on  all  our  hearts  ! 

The  three  laii:  petitions  more  immedi- 
ately relate  to  our  own  tempc»ral  and  ipi- 
ritual  weltiire. 

The  fourth  Petition  then,  (which  is  the 
firft  concerning  ourfelvei^)  is  contained  in 
thefe  words,  '^  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
"  bread."  The  import  of  which  is,  that 
God,  who  knows  our  (tale,  and  the  necei- 
fity  of  our  wants,  would  of  his  free  bounty 
give  us  every  day  lucii  a  })ortion  of  tem- 
poral bleflings,  as  Ihall  be  fit  and  conve- 
nient for  us  during  our  pilgrimage  here. 
The  term  bread  ligniiics  not  only  food 
r  4  bu^, 
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but  all  things  needful  for  our  bodily  fuile- 
nance  and  fupj-ort.  'i'he  fubjecl  of  this 
Petition  are  not  only  the  common  necef- 
farics  of  life,  but  fuch  a  mcafure  of  temporal 
enjoyments,  as  Ood,  through  his  blefling, 
fees  fufficient  for  us.  For  He  knoweth 
that  we  have  need  of  thefe  things,  and  Hp 
hath  promifed  to  "  add  thepi  unto  us,  if 
*'  we  feek  firlt  his  kingdom  and  the  righ- 
**  teoufnefs  thereof'^%"  Every  true  difci- 
pie  of  Chriit  v.  ill  therefore  endeavour  by 
honeft  means  to  obtain  the  blefiings  he 
prays  for;  and  leave  the  fuccefs  to  God, 
refigning  himfelf  to  his  difpofal  without 
any  anxious  folicitude.  Mindful  at  the 
fame  time,  that  though  he  may  be  per- 
mitted to  pra}^  for  the  neceifaries  and  com- 
forts of  life,  he  has  no  authority  from  the 
\vord  of  Cioi:»  to  fupplicate  riches,  and  an 
ubundance  of  temporal  enjo3'ments,  be- 
caufe  Gou  hath  no  where  promii'ed  to 
grant  them.  If,  however,  it  fnould  pleafe 
God  to  give  us  thefe  things  of  his  own 
bounty,  we  may  no  doubt  lawfully  and 
thankfully  receive  them,  and  by  employ- 
ing them   to  good  purpofes,  they  will  be 

*"  .Matt.  vi.  33. 
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fan^lified  to  our  ule  ;  and  we  may  thereby    t>tsc. 
Lave  ibme  confidence  in  imploring  the  con-  ^--v-*^ 
tinuance  of  them.     For  it  is  God  alone 
who   "  giveth  us  power  to  get  riches^'       ^ 
and  ftrength  to  enjoy  them.     Without  his 
ble0ing  both  on  our  [.oflefuons  and  enjoy- 
ments, they  fade  and  wither  as  a  leaf;  or, 
hke  the  Tfraelite's  manna,  when  kept  be- 
yond the  appointed  time,  became  putrid 
and  unferviceable  •  j-. 

And,  fuperadded  to  things  needful  for 
pur  bodies,  we  arc  here  dire6led,  in  a 
Secondary  ienfe,  to  pray  for  the  bread  of 
life,  the  food  of  our  ibuls,  even  the  grace 
of  God,  which  alone  can  nourifh  us  to  life 
eternal.  What  profit  thtn  fliouM  we  de- 
rive from  the  molt  abundant  fupply  of 
temporal  bleifings,  if  we  neglecl:  or  abufe 
the  grace  of  God,  and  fuflfer  our  fouls  to 
faniilh  ?  To  ufe  our  Lohd's  own  argu^ 
ment,  ^'  what  ihall  a  man  be  profited,  if 
"  he  gain  the  wliole  world,  and  lole  his 
*'  own  fouil?" 

The  fifth  Petition,  "  And  forgive  us 
'•  oqr  trefpades,  as  we  forgive  them  that 
f'   trefpals  againlt    us,"    relates   to  one  of 

^  Pout.  viii.  IS,      t  Exodus  xvi.  20.       J  -Matt.  .wi.  -^o. 
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the  moft  important  claties  of  life,  bccaufe 
offences  of  one  kind  or  ottier  arc  conti- 
nually apt  to  arlfe.  TrcfpalTes  againft  the 
law  of  God  are  properly  confidered  as 
debts,  hecaufe  we  owe  unto  God  duty 
and  obedience  ;  every  violation  of  his  holy 
law  leaves  us  fo  much  indebted  to  the  juf- 
tice  of  GoT>,  and  renders  us  obnoxious  to 
puniQiment.  V/hen,  therefore,  God  for- 
gives us  our  trefpafles,  he  acquits  us  from 
the  obligation  of  condign  puniiliment,  not 
from  any  perfonal  defert  on  our  part,  but 
of  his  own  unmerited  mere}-.  Kemiffion 
of  fin  is  of  itfelf  an  a6l  of  grace  towards 
the  perfon  forgiven;  the  merits  of  Chrift 
are  the  only  availing  caufe ;  "  He  is  the 
"  propitiation  forourhns*,"  and  "through 
"  Him  we  have  redemption  in  his  blood, 
"  even  the  forgivenefs  of  fmsf/' 

To  obtain  fo  divine  and  great  a  mercy, 
the  condition  required  on  our  part  is  to 
forgive  thofe  that  have  trefpafled  againlt 
us.  It  is  the  prerogative  of  God  alone  to 
forgive  fins,  and  to  remit  the  puniiliment 
due  to  them.  We  can  only  be  laid  to  for- 
o^ive  our  offendino:  brethren,  when  we  bear 

*  1  John  ii.  5.  f  F-pb.  i.  7. 
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no  malice  againft  tlieiii,  nor  leek  lo  reveno;e  ^^^^^• 
ourlehes  upon  them  tor  the  wrongs  they  v-^-^ 
have  done  to  us,  '1  his  kind  of  charily  is 
fo  indilpenfable,  thai  ..ithout  it  we  can  ex- 
pe6l  no  pardon,  even  at  the  hand  of  a 
merciful  God.  MiCtake  not,  however,  in 
ib  important  a  matter.  And  do  not  ima- 
gine that  the  performance  of  one  duty  will 
compenlate  for  the  violation  of  another. 
Our  forgiving  others  is  only  the  condition 
neceflary  to  quality  us  to  obtain  forgive- 
nefs.  "  Forifye,"  faith  our  bleiied  Lord, 
*'  forgive  men  their  trefpafies,  30ur  hea- 
**  venly  Father  will  alfo  forgive  j'ou ;  but 
*'  if  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trefpaffes, 
*'  neither  will  your  Father  forgive  your 
"  trefpalles*." 

The  lixth  and  laft  Petition  is,  "  And 
**  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver 
**  us  from  evil/'  Now  temptation  in  gene- 
ral lignifies  any  trial  or  Iblicitation,  either 
to  good  or  evil.  It  imports  only  the  for- 
mer, when  any  innocent  means  are  ufed, 
by  which  the  truth  and  iincerity  of  our 
graces  are  tried  and  proved.  In  this  fenfe 
God  is  faid  to  tempt  Abraham,  when  he 

♦  Malt.  vi.  14,  15. 
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r>J':^<--  commanded  liini  to  otier  up  bis  i'ou  for  a 
burnt  offering,  that  his  faith  and  obedience 
might  be  fully  proved.  And  fomctimes  it 
is  an  a6live  lolicitation  to  fni.  Tlien  it 
proceeds  not  from  God,  for  He  is  not  the 
author  of  evil.  "  Let  no  man  therefore 
"  fay,  when  he  is  tempted,  I  am  tempted 
^'  of  God  ;  for  God  cannot  be  tempted 
"  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  He  any  man  .; 
<*  but  every  man  is  tempted  when  he  is 
*'  drawn  away  of  his  own  lufl  and  en* 
"  ticed*.'' 

'^  To  lead  into  temptation,"  fignifies  to 
occafion  our  being  fo  involved  in  it,  that 
we  cannot  withftand  its  force,  or  avoid  its 
evil,  And  this  is  the  cafe,  when  God  for 
trial  of  our  virtues  fends  afflictions  upon 
us,  or  permits  Satan  to  tempt  us  into  fin. 
AVheii  temptations  befall  us  for  trials  of 
our  faith  and  patience,  and  other  virtues, 
we  iliould  not  pray  abfolutely  to  be  freed 
from  them,  becaufe  they  may  work  for  our 
good  ;  but  we  may  pray  that  He  would 
not  fuffer  us  to  be  tempted  above  our 
llrength,  nor  drawn  into  lin  by  temp- 
tation. 

■'•  Jan\ps  i.  13,  l\': 
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But  when  we  are  atlually  under  temp- 
tation, it  is  then  not  only  natural,  but  ab- 
folutely  necefihry,  to  leek  to  be  relcued 
from  the  evil  of  it.  Then  is  the  fit  leafon 
to  pray  for  grace,  to  refill  and  overcome  it, 
and  every  believing  foul  will  find  the  com- 
fort of  the  divine  promiles;  "  for  God  is 
"  faithful,  who  will  not  fuffer  us  to  be 
"  tempted  above  that  we  are  able,  but 
"  will  with  the  temptation  alio  make  a 
"  way  to  efcape,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
*'  bear  it*." 

The  Doxology,  or  conclufion  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  is  awful  and  majeftic, 
"  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power, 
"  and  the  glorj-,  for  ever  and  ever,  Amen." 
All  who  acknowledge  God's  univerfal 
kingdom,  (and  they  who  own  his  Being, 
mult  acknowledge  his  abiblute  fovereignty) 
fhould  be  happy  to  contider  themfeives  as 
his  fubjefts,  and  pay  Him  the  homage  due 
to  his  divine  Majelty.  "  Let  the  heavens 
**  be  glad,  and  let  the  earth  rejoice,  and 
*'  let  men  fay  among  the  nations,  the 
"  Lord  rcignethj%'* 

I  Cor.  X.  13.  "t   1  Chron.  xvi.  oJ. 
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The  power  alio  is  God's  ;  *'  for  wtiere 
"  the  word  of  a  King  is,  there  is  power  t 
"  and  Mho  may  fay  unto  Him,  what  doeft 
*'  Thou ■'■'?"  In  committing  ourfelves  to 
his  protection,  we  are  therefore  afTured 
that  He  is  able  to  defend  us  in  all  dan^rers- 
to  fupply  ail  our  wants,  and  to  do  for  us 
more  abundantly  than  either  we  can  afk  or 
think.  Who  then  cannot  but  feel  an  un-^ 
fpeakable  comfort  and  fatisfaftion  in  rely- 
ing with  full  confidence  on  the  infinite 
power  of  God  ? 

But  it  would  be  in  vain  to  acknowledge 
in  our  prayers  the  kingdom  and  power  of 
God,  if  we  do  not  direft  all  our  actions  to 
his  glory,  and  thereby  afcribe  the  honour 
and  glory  due  unto  his  Name.  From  that 
eternal  Sovereignty,  which  we  here  recog- 
nize in  all  the  divine  attributes  and  per- 
fe6tionSj  we  are  taught  to  worfhip  God 
continually^  to  pfaife  Him  evermorCj  and 
to  give  divine  honours  to  none  befides 
Him ;  becaufe  He  is  **  God  from  ever- 
"  lading  to  everlafting-f,"  the  only  God, 
"  and  will  not  give  his  glory  to  another  J/* 
For    this    reaibn,   therefore,   our   Prayers 

*  EccK'f.  viii.  4.  f  P^alra  xc.  3.  %  Ifaiah  xlii.  8. 
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lliould  be  fcalcd  with  an  earned  defire  and 
aflurance  of  obtaining:  the  blefljnojs  we 
implore ;  or,  in  other  words,  acconjpanied 
with  an  heart-felt  Amen ;  for  what  things 
we  deilre,  when  we  pra}',  we  mull  believe 
that  we  Ihall  receive  them,  and  we  ftiall 
have  them  through  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord. 
To  whom,  &c. 
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1  CoRiNTHiANa  xii.  15. 

By  one  Spirit  we  are  all  baptized  into  one 
Body. 

W  E  have  already  confidered  two  of  the 
ordinary  means,  viz.  the  Word  and  Prayer, 
by  which  the  benefits  of  the  Gofpel  Reve- 
lation are  communicated  to  us;  the  next  are 
the  two  Sacraments  of  the  Chriflian  cove- 
nant, which  by  virtue  of  God's  ordinance, 
are  not  only  (igns  of  grace,  but  means  to 
convey  it.  A  Sacrament  then  is  a  vifibU 
fign  and  feal  of  the  covenant  of  grace  or- 
dained by  God  to  fignity,  exhibit,  and  af- 
furc  us  of  the  graces  and  benefits  which 
Chrift  hath  purchafed  for  us. 

VOL.  II»  Q  Now 
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Now  there  are  two  things  ncceflarj  to 
conftitute  a  Sacrament ;  iirft,  the  divine 
inilitution  of  it ;  next,  aviilble  lign,  ^vhich 
hath  a  proniire  of  grace  annexed  to  it.  A 
true  Sacrament  is  a  fubltantial  part'  of  di- 
vine worlhip,  and  none  but  God  himfelf 
bath  autliority  to  prefcribe  it.  All  other 
rites  devifed  by  the  ingenuity  or  fuperfli- 
tion  of  man,  conilituting  a  part  of  di\'ine 
worlhip,  are  onl}^  fo  many  abominations, 
for  "  in  vain  do  we  worfhip  God,  teach- 
*'  mz  for  do6lrines  the  connnandments  of 


o 


"  men 

The  whole  efficacy  of  a  Sacrament  de- 
pends on  its  inftitution,  and  not  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  outward  fign.  It  implies  both 
a  command  and  a  promife  :  the  command 
of  God  warrants  us  to  ufe  the  facramental 
fign,  and  the  promile  of  grace  annexed  to 
the  fjgn  makes  it  eifectual.  For  there  is 
no  natural  union  between  the  fign  and  the 
grace,  if  God  had  not  inftituted  the  facra- 
mental fy  mbol ;  it  could  neither  fjgnifv  in- 
ward.gra(Ce,  nor  be  a  means  of  conveying 
it*  Neither  indeed  can  there  be  any  Sa- 
crament,  unlcf?  there  be  an  outward  lign 

*  Matt.  XV.  9. 
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reprefentative  of  an  inward  and  fpiritual 
grace;  and  though  the  outward  fymbol 
doth  not  naturally  either  reprefent  or  con- 
vey the  inward  grace,  yet  it  was  ordained 
ot"  God  tor  that  purpole,  and  by  virtue  of 
it,  it'  we  receive  the  outward  fign  aright,  we 
Aiall  alio  partake  of  the  inward  grace. 

Now  the  Sacraments  of  the  covenants 
are  either  thofe  under  the  law,  or  under 
theGofpel.  Thofe  under  the  law  were  Cir- 
cumcifion  and  the  Paffover,  which  fignified 
and  exhibited  in  fubftance  the  fame  graces 
and  benefits  which  are  promifed  under  the 
Gofpel.  For  circumcifion  was  a  feal  of  the 
Gofpel  covenant,  and  fignified  the  cutting 
off  the  fms  of  the  fiefti.  And  the  Pall- 
over  was  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  fu- 
ture death  and  paflion  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  ChrifL  Hence  He  is  called 
our  Paflbver  facrificed  for  us^  But  both 
thefeJewifh  Sacraments,  with  all  their  legal 
ceremonies,  are,  by  the  introdu8.ion  of  a 
milder  difpenlation,  abrogated.  The  only 
Sacraments  under  the  Gofpel,  neceffliry  to 
Salvation,  are  Baptifm  and  the  Supper  of 
the  Lord,  becaufe  they  only  are  of  divina 
appointmeiU.   : 

g2  I  (liall 
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^2^\  I  OkiII  therefore  in  the  following  dlf- 
courfe  endeavour  to  explain  the  Sacrament 
of  Baptifm  in  its  parts,  its  end,  its  fubje6ls, 
and  its  vo\v< 

Now  Baptifm  itfelf  is  the  initiatory  Sa- 
crament of  the  new  covenant,  into  which 
fuch  as  are  admitted,  are  waihed  or 
fprinkled  with  water  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  to  fignifv  and  feal  the  inward  cleanf- 
ing  of  the  foul  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
to  enoao-e  us  to  die  unto  iin,  and  to  live 
unto  rightcoufneis.  The  parts  of  which 
this  holy  ordinance  conhfts  are  two-fold, 
outward  and  inward.  The  outward  cere- 
mony includes  the  matter,  the  manner, 
and  the  form.  The  matter  is  pure  natural 
water,  which  is  eflential  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  it  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
Apoftles;  *'  Can  any  man  forbid  vater," 
faith  St.  Peter,  "  that  thefe  fliould  not  be 
**  baptized  Y'  If  any  other  iign  therefore 
be  ufed  inftead  of  water,  the  ordinance  of 
God  is  made  void,  and  it  is  no  Baptifm 
at  all. 

The  manner  of  baptizing  is  by  wailiing 

or   fprinkling   the  body  with   water,   and 

io-ui  .  6  '.  though 
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though  perhaps  clipping  or  immerging  the  ^^'^y 
whole  body  belt  reprel'eiits  our  burial  unto  ^^-^ 
lln,  and  riling  again  unto  righteournel's, 
yet  fprinkling,  in  thefe  cold(;r  climates,  wa- 
ter on  the  Ibce  is  more  fate,  and  not  lefs 
lignificative.  And  there  can  be  no  rea- 
fon  given  why  the  fprinkhng  of  a  little  Ma- 
ter in  Baptifm  (hould  not  be  as  efficacious, 
as  drinking  a  fnrall  quantity  of  wine  in  the 
Lord's  Supper.  And  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  the  Apoitlcs  themfelves,  in  baptizing, 
Ibmetimes  ufed  to  pour  water  on  the  body, 
becaufe  it  is  probable  that  they  baptized  * 
fome  in  houli.'s,  at  lead  there  is  a  very 
ftrong  prefumptive  proof  of  it.  The  fign 
of  the  crofs  which  ufually  accompanies 
Baptifm  is  no  part  of  that  Sacrament,  but 
a  ceremony  enjoined  by  the  Church  to  put 
us  in  mind  of  our  duty,  and  to  admonifh 
us  of  our  profelfion  of  faith  in  a  crucified 
Saviour. 

The  next  part  of  this  holy  Sacrament  is 
the  form  of  Baptifm,  which  is  adminiftered 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  according  to 
Chrift's  own  inditution.     If  this   form  of 

*  Actbi.x.  IS,  19.    xvi.  3Q,  33. 

^  G  3  Baptifm 
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xxSv  ^^P^^^'"^^^  t>e  omitted,  the  Baptifm  itfelf 
is  void ;  but  by  being  baptized  in  the 
name  of  the  blelTed  Trinity  \ve  a)'e  fo^ 
lemuly  admitted  into,  the  ti^niilv  of  Chrifi's 
.Church,  and  engageql  tp  ^icknowiedge  the 
three  Divine  perfons,  and  to  honour  and 
obey  thern.  For  in  Baptifm  we  ]:^ind  our- 
fely^s  to  embrace  the  doctrine  pf  the  Gpf- 
pel,  and  to  ferve  and,  worQiip  the  true 
God,  who  is  three  in  perfons,  and. one, ii^ 
effence.  ;  The  inward  parts,  of  Baptifn>  are 
"  the  ^nfwer  pf  a  gfiod  canfcienc(?,|jo\yar(}s 
"  God,"  through  the  faith  of  Chi^ft,.;^nd 
a  ftrift  perfonal  engagepqent  on  our  pai;t,,t9 
keep  the  covenant  of  ,gvace,  as  eftabjiilieid 
in  his  Jplood.  .;  w. 

AVater  in  Baplifni  wi,s.  dill  the  fame  in 
fubltance  with  ordinary  water  ;  it  do^s  not 
wadi  away  fin,  but  it  'feals  and  figniiies  to 
.us  the  cleanling  of  pur  fouls  by  the  blood 
of  Chrilt,  for  by  virtue  of  Chrift's  iAftitu- 
tion,  the  wafuing  with  water  is  a  lign  and 
,ieal  of  remiffion  of  iins.  A^'^^f  if  ..\ye  are 
qualified  to  receiverth^jgi^ce  of  that ,  holy 
ordinance,  our  fouls  are  as  really  cleanfed 
from  fm  by  the  bloqd  pf  Chrift,  as  our  bo- 
dies are  ^ya{hed  with  pure  water.    The  pri- 
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viloo-es  and  bleniniis  wlncli  Chiift  hath  disc. 
,purchal'ed  lor  us  iby  his  death  and  refur- 
re6lion,  are  ratified  and  letiled  to  us  in 
iiaptiihi  omthejame  terms  they  are  offered 
in  the  Gofpel,  and  thofe  terms  contaiii  -a 
promifc  of .  our  adoption  in  Ciirilt  ais  his 
children,  of.  iJie  pardon  of  our  iiii.s,  and 
of  the  gift  of 'eten-nal  hfe,  on  condition  of 
faith  in  Chrift,  repentance  towards  GoD, 
and  renewed  obedience. 

This  Sacrament  is  therefore  on  Gor's 
-part  a  pledge  to  afilire  us  that  we  become 
":imem'bers  of  Girrifi,  children  .of  Gob, 
"  andj-^ttnlel's  -we  forfeit  our  title  to  the 
"  claim")  inheritbrs  of  the  kingdom  of  bea- 
**  ven.".  .  .B:at  we  ihould  ahb  reniem;ber, 
that  It  is  a  folfiniin  bond  of  obedience  on 
our  part,  and  by  enteringinto  it,  we -are 
obliged  to  die  unto  lin,  and  to  live  iwito 
riglrteoufnefs.  "  i'ar  us  maJny  'of  oas.  as 
"  have  been  baptized  into  Chrlrt,'have  put 
**  on  Chriit."  It  is  ev.iiHent  then  that  an 
obligation  lies  upon  all  who  are  baptized 
according  taChrift's  iniiitution,  to  he  con- 
formable to, Him  in  tds  death  and  refiu- 
red:ion,  by  crucifying  the  fieih  with  its 
9.ffe6tions  and  lutb,  and  by  walking  in 
-  •'■    z  c  4  new' 
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DTsc.    newnefs  of  life.     Unlefs  we  fo  far  comply 
xxxrv.  , 

^^^.--^  with  the  conditions  of  our  baptifmal  vow, 

and  thereby  become   new  creatures,   it  is 

to  be  feared  that  the  mere  outward  form 

will  avail  us  nothing. 

The  next  confide  ration  is  the  end  of 
Baptifm,  which  is  two-fold,  the  admiffion 
of  members  into  the  vifible  Church  of 
Chrift,  and  the  difcrimination  of  them 
from  the  members  of  every  other  commu- 
nion. We  therefore  believe  that  there  is 
no  other  rite  of  divine  inftitution  but  Bapr 
tifm,  for  admitting  fuch  as  are  within  the 
covenant  of  grace  into  the  vifibie  Church. 
This  rite,  and  this  only,  the  Apoftles  con- 
flantly  ufed  in  pro fely  ting  either  Jews  or 
Gentiles  to  the  Chriftian  faith.  "  For  by 
**  one  Spirit,"  faith  St.  Paul,  "  we  are  all 
"  baptized  into  one  body  *." 

And  as  this  Sacrament  is  a  rite  by 
which  we  are  folemnly  and  federally  en- 
tered into  the  Chnftian  Church ;  fo  it  is 
a  badge  or  mark  by  which  we  are  difcri- 
minated  from  Infidels  of  every  defcription. 
As  the  Jews,  by  circumcifion,  were  appros- 

♦  1  Cor.  xii.  13. 
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priated  and  confecrated-  to  God,  and 
thereby  diftingiiiihed  from  all  other  na- 
tions, ib  are  we,  by  Baptifni,  dedicated  lo 
Chriil,  and  diftinguiftiedfrom  thole  that  are 
without.  By  entering  into  this  initiatory 
covenant  we  promife  to  embrace  the  faitli 
of  Chrift,  and  by  Co  doing  with  full  pur- 
poie  of  heart  we  foon  dilcover  to  whofe  fa- 
mily we  belong,  and  of  what  tellowiliip  we 
are  made  partakers. 

The  fubjefts  of  Baptifm  conftitute  ano- 
ther part  of  our  propofed  inquiry,  and  thefe 
are  all  fuch  as  are  within  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  aftually  put  themfelves  into  a 
ftate  of  becoming  Chriil's  difciples. 

Aliens  or  abfolute  ftrangers  from  the 
faith  muft  by  previous  in(tru6lion  become 
difciples  of  Chrift,  and  then  profefs  their 
faith  and  evince  their  repentance  before 
they  are  admitted  into  the  Church  by 
Baptifm.  In  this  mannner  St.  Peter  ex- 
horted the  Jews  to  "  repent,  and  then  to 
"  be  baptized  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  *." 
*^  He  that  believeth,"  faith  our  bleffed 
Saviour,  "  and  is  baptized,  fhall  be  favedj/' 
For   Baptifm  of  itfelf  fealeth  no   promile 

'^  Acls  ii.  38.  t  Mark  xvi.  10". 
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DISC,  of  <rrace  to  the  impenitent  and  unbeliev- 
^— *,^  ing.  xVil  \\  ho  expect  any  benefit  irom  the 
privileges  of  that  holy  ordinance  muft 
believe  the  Gofpel,  m  which  thofe  privi- 
leges arc  contained,  and  turn  from  their 
fnis  unto  the  living  and  true  God. 

But  the  infants  of  believers  are  born 
vithin  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  are 
deemed  holy  from  their  mother's  womb, 
for  the  fake  of  their  believing  parents. 

Our  Lord  himfelf  has  declared,  "  Of 
"  fach  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven*."  St. 
Paul  likewife  affirms,  that  the  children  of 
Chriftians  are  holy  fo  as  to  be  fit  to  be 
admitted  members  of  the  Church,  "  Elfe 
**  were  your  children,"  , faith  he,  "  un- 
"  clean,  but  nozi}  are  they  holyf-."  The 
holinefs  which  iSihere  afcribed  to  the  chil- 
dren from  their  believing  parents  mult  be 
a  federal  holinefs,,  for  they  can  be  par- 
takers, as  fuch,  of  no  other.  "  It  follows 
therefore,  that  they  are  within  the  cove- 
jiant  of  grace,  and  fo  ought  to  be  admitted 
members  of  the  vihble  Church  by  Bap- 
tifm. 

'J'he   laft  fubject  of  our   inquiry  is   the 

•  lilalt.  xi.x.  14.  -j-  1  Cur.Aii.  U, 

bap^ 


Baptifm.  91 

baptlfmal  vow  \vhich  lays  us  under  u  molt 
folenin  obligation  to  renounce  the  devil, 
the  world,  and  the  fleili.  'J'he  devil  and 
his  wgrks  are  either  all  thole  unlVuitful 
works  of  darknels  to  which  he  continually 
prompts  us,  or  thoie  fpecial  lips  wliich  moii; 
refemble  his  infernal  nature,  fuch  as  pride, 
hatred,  envy,  malice,  llander,  murder,  and 
the  Ifke.  "  The  pomps  and  vanities  of 
'*  this  wicked  world/'  by  which  is  to  be 
jinderftood  all  that  is  in  the  world  wliich 
lends  to.  the  diihonour  of  God,  to 
the,  enticement  of  tin,  and  the  danger  of 
our  ejp,erla(iing  falvation,  conftitute  a  ma- 
^eri^J,;  part  of  our  baptifmal  renuncia- 
tion. 'I'he  th,i,iigs  of  the  world,  abftrad- 
edly  conGdered,  are  not  evil  of  them- 
felves,  neither  are  they  abfolutely  un-law- 
i"ul  either  in  defire  or  poli'eliion ;  but 
,Mhen  they  become  incom,patihie  with  our 
jpiritual  welfare,  and  cannot  be  procured 
or  enjoyed  innocently,  they  muft  then  be 
renounced.  For  all  inordinate  delires  and 
love  of  worldly  things,  all  unjull  means  of 
procuring  them,  and  every  kind  of  excefs 
and  intemperance  in  the  ui^e  of  them,   are 

evil 
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DI5C.    evil   and    tinful.     And   in    this  fenfe   the 

XXXIV.  ,  T  ,    ,  1 

\^/-^  world  mult  be  renounced. 

"  The  finful  lults  of  the  fiefli"  are  alfo 
an  eflcntial  part  of  our  baptifmal  renun- 
ciation. The  flefli  evidently  imports  that 
corruption  of  nature  which  inchnes  us  to 
evil.  And  the  Jiuful  lufts  of  the  flefli  are 
not  only  unclean  afleftions  and  impure 
delires,  but  (according  to  the  Apoftle's 
enumeration  of  them,)  "  Adultery,  forni- 
"  cation,  uncleannefs,  lafcivioufnefs,  ido- 
"  latry,  witchcraft,  hatred,  variance,  emu- 
*'  lation,  wrath,  ftrife,  feditions,  herefies, 
"  envyings,  murders,  drunkennefs,  and 
"  fuch  like  *.*'  All  of  which  are  utterly 
irreconcileable  with  the  facred  vow  of  our 
Baptifm. 

The  fecond  part  of  our  baptifmal  en- 
gagement confifts  in  believing  all  the  arti- 
cles of  the  Chrifl:ian  faith  as  they  are  re- 
vealed in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  com- 
prized in  the  Apoftles*  Creed,  that  fum- 
mary  of  Chriflian  faith  which  was  once 
delivered  to  the  faints.  Admitting  the 
genuinenefs  and  authenticity  of  the  facred 

♦Gal.  v.]  9. 
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records,  iliev  are  to   be    received  without    ^>isc. 

...  .  ^  WXIV. 

the  addition  of  any  articles  of  human  in-  v^,>^/ 
vention  or  tradition,  and  without  any  di- 
minution from  thofe  facred  truths  of  di- 
vine Revelation.  Thefe  it  is  the  indil- 
peni'able  duty  of  every  one  of  us,  as  iuch, 
firmly  to  believe,  and  openly  to  profefs. 
*'  Tor  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
"  righteoufnefs,  and  with  the  mouth  con- 
'*  feflion  is  made  unto  falvation  '-."  liut 
this  is  not  ail.  Our  faith  muft  be  coupled 
with  obedience,  not  partial  and  limited, 
but  an  univerfal  compliance  M'ith  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  GofpeL  After  we  have  had 
the  happinefs  and  privilege  to  "  begin  in 
"  the  Spirit  -j,"  it  fliould  be  our  glory, 
our  joy,  and  our  triumph,  to  conform  our- 
felves  to  the  will  of  God,  to  perfevere  in 
his  holy  ways,  "  and  to  fer\e  Him  truly 
"  all  the  days  of  our  life." 

Ailc  yourfelves  then,  whether  in  confor- 
mity with  the  fiipulations  here  enjoined, 
you  do  in  the  firft  place  actually  renounce 
the  devil  and  all  his  works  ?  whether  3'ou 
(trive  carefully  to  avoid  them,  and  to  keep 
yourfelves   free   from  them  ?    Or  whether 

'    Rom.  X.  10.  tGiil-  iii-  3. 

you 
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^'^-  vou  are  living  in  dailv  and  habitual  indul- 
gence  of  them  ?  In  iliort,  whether  you 
are  members  of  Chrifty  and  children  of 
God,  or  thefervants  of  Satan,  and  whofe 
you  are  willing  to  remain.  ]f  your  hearts 
are  fo  engaged  in  the  pomps  and  vanities 
of  the  world,  as  to  leave  little  or  no  room 
for  the  main  biifmefs  of  hfe,  the  improve- 
ment of  yourfelves  in  grace  and  goodnels, 
the  ferious  exercifes  of  religion,  and  a 
principal  attention  to  the  important  con- 
cerns of  eternity,  you  have  great  reafon 
to  fufped  that  you  are  living  in  that 
"  fricndlhip  with  the  world  which  is  en- 
"  mity  with  God  *,"  and  there  is  no 
truth  more  certain,  than  that  "  if  any 
"  man  love  the  world"  in  fuch  a  degree, 
"  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him  -f." 
Conlider  then  ferioufly  which  you  renounce, 
or  which  you  choofe,  the  world  ?  or  the 
Maker  of  it  ?  On  cool  refle6tion,  furely 
you  will  adopt  the  devout  language  of  the 
Pfalmift,  "  I  cried  unto  thee,  O  Lord, 
*'  and  faid,  Thou  art  my  hope  and  my 
**  portion  in  the  laud  of  the  living  j  V 

*  James  iv.  4.  f  1  John  ii.  15. 

i  Pfalm  cxlii.  5. 
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Permit  me  again  to  inquire  whether 
your  hearts  are  i'o  turned  away  from  tlje 
iinful  lufts  of  the  flcfli,  that  you  are  \vil- 
hng  not  only  to  renounce  every  unreafoii- 
able  and  forbidden  gratification,  with  all  its 
allurements,  but  every  other  fm  that  pro- 
ceedeth  out  of  your,  hearts.  Do  you  mor- 
tify all  vanity  and  felf-conceit,  immoderate 
anger,  moroienefs,  and  unchariiablenefs, 
not  repining  at  the  good  of  others,  or  dif- 
contented  with  3^our  own  lot  ?  Do  you 
firive  to  fubdue  whatever  dilpofition  is  dii- 
honourable  to  Goo,  prejudicial  to  your 
neighbour,  or  unreaibnable  in  itfelf  ?  In  a 
word.  Do  you  diligently  and  frequently 
examine  your  hearts,  whether  you  are  ufing 
every  proper  method  of  "  cleaniing  your- 
"  felves  from  all  filthinefs  of  fleih  and  fpi- 
"  rit,  and  of  perfecting  holinels  in  tiie 
«  fear  of  God*?" 

And  are  you,  in  the  next  place,  fo  con- 
vinced of  all  the  articles  of  the  Chriftian 
faith,  that  you  not  only  confider  them  as 
the  greateft  bleiling  God  ever  vouchtafed 
to  man,  but  as  the  only  ftay  and  anchor  ui 
your  fouls,  and  the  earneft  of  thofe  divine 

*  1  Cor.  vii.  1. 
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\\\\'    P'*<^^'^^i^^s  which  God  hath  referved  for  them 

>^/^^  that  love  Him  t    Do  3'ou  efteem  thorn   fo 

precious,  that   in  humble  confidence  you 

can  declare,  you   are   ready  to  lay  down 

your  lives,  if  required,  for  the  truth's  fake  ? 

Remember  however,  that  neither  the 
flrongeft  convictions,  the  mod  profound 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  the  moft  ardent 
zeal,  the  moft  lively  faith,  nor  the  higheft 
privileges  of  the  Gofpel  will  avail  any  thing 
but  to  increafe  your  condemnation,  unlefs 
you  faithfully  continue  in  the  performance 
of  every  part  of  your  duty  to  the  end  of 
your  days. 

Fortified  with  this  refolution  then,  and 
bearing  the  fign  of  the  crofs  in  our  fore- 
heads from  our  very  Baptifm,  let  us  fulfil 
the  "  token  by  not  being  aftiamed  to  con- 
"  fefs  the  faith  of  Chrift  crucified,  and 
"  manfully  to  fight  under  his  banner 
"  againft  fm,  the  world  and  the  devil,  and 
*'  to  continue  Chrift's  faithful  foldiers  and 
"  fervants  unto  our  life*s  end  *." 

Now  to  God  the  Father,  &c.    Amen. 

*  Form  of  Baptifm. 

DIS- 
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THE    LORD  S    SUPPER. 


Luke  xxii.  19,  20. 

And  He  took  Bread,  and  gave  Thanks, 
and  brake  it,  and  gave  unto  them,  fay^ 
ing.  Tills  is  my  Body,  which  is  given  for 
you;  this  do  in  Rememhrancp.  of  Me. 
Likezvife  alfo  the  Cup  after  Supper, 
faying,  This  Cup  is  the  New  Teflament, 
in  my  Blood,  which  is  fied  for  you. 

1  HESE  words  are  very  expreffive  of  the 
nature  of  the  inftitution  of  the  otlier  Sa- 
crament, commonly  called  the  Lord's 
Supper ;  in  which,  by  the  giving  and  re- 
ceiving of  Bread  broken,  and  Wine  poured 
out,  according  to  Chritl's  own  inltitution, 
the  crucifixion  of  Chrift's  body,  and  the 
(liedding  of  his  blood,  are  llgnified  and 
reprefented.  It  was  inftituted  by  our 
VOL.  n.  H  blefled 
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lie  was  betrayed,  after  Me  had  eaten  the 
pafchal  Supper  with  his  Difciples.  The 
cllicacy  of  it  Vvholly  depends  on  the  infti- 
tution  itfelf.  Bread  and  ^\'ine  being 
ordained  by  Chrift  to  repreient  his  paffion, 
and  to  convey  fpiritual  graces  to  the 
faithful ;  thefe,  and  thefe  only,  ought  to  be 
ufed  as  {igns  of  the  Sacrament.  But  if 
other  things  be  introduced  inftead  of  them, 
the  Sacrament  is  not  celebrated,  but 
annulled  ;  for  there  can  be  no  Sacrament 
unlels  there  be  fome  union  between  the 
figns  figniiying,  and  the  graces  fignified. 
And  there  can  be  no  union  between  figns 
of  merely  human  invention,  and  an  inward 
and  fpiritual  grace.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  if  the  figns  which  Chrift  hath  infti- 
tuted,  be  abrogated,  and  others  fubftituted, 
there  can  be  no  Sacrament. 

From  the  very  nature  of  the  inftitution 
aifo,  we  are  taught  to  infer  that  the  ele- 
ments of  Bread  and  Wine  in  the  Lord's 
Supper  retain  their  proper  nature  and  fub- 
itance,  and  are  not  tranfubftantiated  into 
the  real  body  and  blood  of  Chrift.  For  if 
iUch  a  change  were  wrought  in  the  out- 
ward 
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Ward  elements,  then  Chrift,  who  is  already    disc. 
in    beuig,  lliould   exift  at  the   fame  time  s^-^^ 
under  another  form  in  another  fabftance. 
But  our  fenfes  teftify,  that  the  true  fub- 
ftance,  as  well  as  accidents  of  Bread  and 
AVine,  ftill  remain  in  the  Sacrament  after 
confecration.     And  the  teftimony  of  our 
fenfes  is  the  fureft  evidence  we  can  have  of 
fenfible  matters,  and  therefore  we  conclude 
that  the   Popilh   do6trine   of  tranfubftan- 
liation  being  contrary  to  fenfe  and  reafon, 
is  erroneous  and  falfe*     And  if  the  Bread 
and  Wine  in  the  holy  Sacrament  be  not 
really  changed  into  the  body  and  blood  of 
Chriii:,  it  mull  be  idolatry  to  adore  and 
honour  them  with  divine  worfliip.     Thefe 
outward  fions  of  Bread  and  Wine  therefore 
our  Church  not  only  wifely  retains,   but 
holds  them  eflential  to  the  due  adminiflra- 
tion  of  the  holy  ordinance,  and  accordingly 
adminitters  them  both  alike  to  the  com- 
municants.     When    our    blelled    Saviour 
inftituted  the  Sacrament,  He  gave  the  cup, 
as  well  as  the  bread,  to  his  difciples,  and 
exprefsly  commanded  them  "  ah  to  drink 
"  of  it  *."     And  in  the  days  of  the  Apol- 

*   Matt.  xxvi.  27- 

n  2  ties 


NXXV. 


100  The  Lorch  Supper. 

DISC,  ties  the  people  conftantly  received  both 
fjmbols  in  their  kind.  The  fame  pra6lice 
alio  continued  in  the  primitive  times  ;  and 
the  Cup  was  never  denied  to  the  people 
till  the  year  of  our  Lord  1414*.  And 
though  the  Cup  was  at  that  time  pro- 
hibited to  be  adniiniitered  to  the  people, 
it  does  not  iollow  that  they  have  not  a 
right  ftiU  to  receive  it,  for  the  beginning 
of  an  en  or  is  no  fancfion  for  its  continu- 
ance. And  it  is  plain,  unlefs  they  receive 
the  Cup  as  well  as  the  Bread,  they  do  not 
partake  of  the  whole  of  the  inftitutioil,  nor 
commemorate  the  death  of  Chrift,  accord- 
ing to  his  injunclion.  For  it  admits  of  no 
difpute,  that  the  whole  effence  of  the  Sa- 
crament is  not  comprifed  under  one  lign  of 
it  only. 

I  Avail  therefore  proceed  to  explain  the 
outward  offices  of  this  holy  Ordinance, 
which  will  lead  us  to  a  right  underftanding 
of  the  inward  and  fpi ritual  graces  they  are 
intended  to  reprefent.  Next  will  follow 
the  qualifications  requifite  for  a  due  par- 
ticipation. 

'  Al  the  Council  of  ConftanGc. 

The 
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The  firft  action  tlien  accompanyins  the    otsc. 
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adminiftration  of  it,  as  infiituted  by  our  v^-.^ 
Lord  himfelf,  is  "  taking  the  bread  and 
'*  wine,  blefling  it,  and  giving  thanks*," 
and  thereby  confecrating  it  for  the  fpiritual 
benefit  of  his  Church.  For  this  reafon 
St.  Paul  calls  "  the  cup  of  blefling,  the 
"  communion  of  the  blood  of  Chrift;  and 
"  the  bread  which  we  break,  the  commu- 
"  nion  of  the  body  of  Chrift -f-."  So  that 
to  the  Church,  or  faithful  body  of  Chrif- 
tians,  it  ceafes  to  be  what  Isature  had 
made  it,  and  begins  to  be  that  to  which 
the  Bkffing  had  confecrated  it.  So  from 
the  union  of  the  human  nature  with  the 
divine,  in  the  perfon  of  our  Loud,  arc 
flied  as  from  an  inexhaufiible  fountain 
many  high  and  glorious  endowments  with 
which  his  humanity  was  anointed  and  con- 
fecrated to  that  work  of  incomprehenfible 
love  and  power,  the  redemption  of  the 
world.     The  next  act  is 

Breaking  the  Bread  and  pouring  out  the 
Wine,  by  which  all  the  fufferings  of  Chrift 
crucified  are  typically  reprefented,  and 
facramentally  exhibited.     It  is  impofTible 

'  Malt.  x.wi.  '26'.  i    1  Cor.  x.  16\ 

II  5  for 
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I'l^c.  for  human  reafon  to  comprehend  the  whole 
^^,^^  nature  and  extent  of  our  Saviour's  pallion  ; 
but  in  this  folemn  part  of  the  Ordinance 
ue  are  naturally  led  to  contemplate  the 
poignancy  of  that  ignominy,  and  the  depth 
of  that  agony,  which  he  endured  for  our 
fakes.  Well  may  we  inwardly  and  de- 
voutly exclaim :  "  O  the  depth  of  the 
"  riches  of  thy  love,  bleffed  Lord  ;  how 
*'  unutterable  is  thy  mercy,  and  thy  love 
"  paft  finding  out  *  !" 

The  diftribution  of  the  elements  of 
Bread  and  Wine  to  the  people  is  the 
fhird  office  pertaining  to  a  due  celebration 
of  the  Lord's  Supper.  This  aptly  rcpre- 
fenls  God's  offerino;  to  us  the  benefits 
which  Chrift,  by  his  precious  blood- 
ihedding,  hath  obtained  for  us.  In  the 
inftitution  itfelf,  our  bleffed  Lord  gave 
the  Bread  and  Wine  to  his  Difciples,  and 
did  not  ofter  them  up  to  God.  i'or  the 
Lord's  Supper  is  not  a  real  facrifice,  but 
only  a  memorial  of  that  propitiation  which 
Chnft  once  ofiered  on  the  Crols  for  the 
remiffion  of  fms.  Thefe  benefits  therefore, 
which  flow  from  liim,  are  freely  beilowed 

■'  BiOiop  Kcnii's  Manual. 

upon 
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upon  the  Church  for  its  prefent  comfort,    disc. 
and  for  its  future  falvation,  throughout  all  ^.^^ 
ages. 

The  office  of  tho  communicants  is  to 
take  and  receive  the  Bread  and  Wine, 
thereby  iignifyinsj  their  con  lent  to  yield 
up  themfelves  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift. 
As  foldiers  tliat  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
are  bound  to  obey  their  commander,  lb 
we,  by  receiving  the  lacramental  iigns, 
engage  ourfelves  to  take  Chrift  for  our 
Lord.  For  by  the  partici|jalion  of  this 
holy  Ordinance,  we  not  onlv  profefs  our 
taith  in  II im,  but  we  Iblemnly  oblige  our- 
felves, by  our  own  act,  to  be  governed  by 
Him,  and  to  be  true  and  Ihithful  in  his 
fervice. 

Subfequent  to  the  taking  and  receiving 
of  the  Bread  and  Wine,  is  the  a6t  of  eating 
the  one,  and  drinking  the  other,  according 
to  our  Loed's  own  inftitution.  Thefe 
natural  acStions  have  a  fpiritual  fignification, 
and  denote  not  only  our  participation  of 
Chrift's  body  and  blood,  but  that  Chrill 
crucified  is  the  life  and  food  of  every  faith- 
ful Chriftian.  Unlefs  the  outward  figns 
arc  thus  received,  they  ceafc  to  be  a  facra- 
H  4  ment ; 
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T>isa  ment;  and  the  refidue  of  the  confecrated 
elements,  after  the  celebration,  is  no  lon- 
ger to  be  confidered  as  inftrumental  of  an 
inward  and  fpiritual  grace,  becaufe  it  is  not 
applied  to  that  holy  ufe  for  which  it  was 
ordained.  But  in  eating  and  drinking  the 
fymbols  of  Chrift's  body  and  blood,  be  it 
remembered  that  none  find  any  fpiritual 
nourilhment  in  them,  but  thofe  who  have 
received  Him,  and  fo  have  an  interefting 
propriety  and  title  to  the  benefits  of 
them. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  briefly  to  ex- 
plain the  outward  parts  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  and  their  fpiritual  fignification,  I 
fhall  now  proceed  to  confider  the  inward 
parts,  or  thing  fignified  ;  viz.  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chrift,  which  are  myftically  re- 
prefented  by  the  bread  and  wine,  and 
'*  verily  and  indeed  taken  and  received  by 
"  the  faithful  in  the  Lord's  Supper*.'* 

No  faithful  communicant  can  entertain 
the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  the  communion 
of  Chrift's  body  and  blood  is  made  effec- 
tual to  all  thofe  ends  for  which  it  was 
ordained.     And  we  fcruple  not  to  afl[irm, 

*  Catechifm. 

that 
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that  Chrift  is  prefent  in  the  holy  Sacra-  disc. 
ment,  as  God,  in  his  divine,  and  not  as  ^^^^ 
man,  in  his  human  nature.  For  we  do 
not  maintain  that  the  very  fubftance  of 
Chrift's  body  and  blood  is  either  then 
prefent  or  received.  But  we  avow  that 
by  faith  all  the  benefits  of  Ch rift's  death 
and  pallion  are  taken  and  received  by  the 
faithful.  The  Bread  and  Wine  are  there- 
fore properly  denominated  the  food  not  of 
our  bodies,  but  of  our  fouls,  which  are 
then  repleni(hed  with  all  thofe  fpiritual 
graces  and  bleffmgs,  which  Chrift  hath 
purchafed  for  us.  "  It  is  the  Spirit  that 
"  quickeneth  ;  the  flelli  profiteth  no- 
"  thing*." 

As  the  inward  grace  is  ever  ftrongly  ex- 
hibited by  the  outward  fign,  fo  fliould  we 
ever  confider  the  infinite  love  of  God  in 
giving  his  Son  to  die  for  us,  and  the  bitter 
fufferino-s  and  crucifixion  of  Chrift  himlelf 
for  our  Redemption,  fet  forth  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  colours  to  the  eye  of  our  faith  ;  for  the 
whole  office  of  the  holy  Communion  is 
nothing  elfe  but  a  lively  reprefentation  of 
Chrift  crucified ;    "  for  as  oft  as  ye   eat 

*  John  vi.  63. 

«  this 
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"  fliew  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  He 
"  come*.''  And  in  this  lacrament  God 
afiuaily  ieals  and  confirms  to  us  the  rc- 
miffion  of  our  fins,  and  all  other  benefits 
of  his  paffion,  if  we  are  qualified  to  receive 
them.  And  as  God  herein  allures  us  of 
the  bleffmgs  He  hath  promifed  to  faithful 
obedience,  fo  we  folemnlj  pledge  ourfelves 
to  fcrve  Him  in  true  holinefs  and  righte- 
oufnefs  all  the  days  of  our  life.  And  by 
this  communion  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
Chrift  "  we  dwell  in  Him,  and  He  in  us; 
"  we  arc  one  with  Chrift,  and  Chrift  with 
"  us-j-;"  of  which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  both 
the  Author  and  earneft  in  our  hearts. 

And  as  there  is  nothinoj  more  efl[b6Lual 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  a  remarkable 
bleffmg,  than  to  ordain  a  folemn  feftival  in 
commemoration  of  it,  Chrift  did  accord- 
ingly inftitute  this.  For  this  reafon  it  is 
incumbent  upon  us  to  teflify  our  thankful- 
nefs  of  it  by  a  devout  participation  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  at  the  appointed  fcalbns. 
And  furely  every  Chriftian  (hould  acknow-r 
ledge  it  to  be  a  principal  part  of  his  duty  to 

*  1  Cor.  xi.  26.  t  Communion  Service. 

offer 
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offer  unto  God  the  lacrifice  of  praife  and 
thankfo-iving  for  his  redemption  through 
the  blood  of  Chrift.  Hence  it  is  fome- 
times  called  the  Eucliari/i,  or  the  facra- 
mental  a6l  in  which  the  death  of  our  Re- 
deemer is  commemorated  with  a  tlianhful 
remembrance.  If  every  bleffing  of  the 
divine  bount}^  deferves  a  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment, then  are  we  more  highly  ob- 
liged to  praife  Him  for  his  tranfcendent 
mercy  in  reftoring  us  to  a  (tate  of  falvation 
by  the  death  of  his  only  begotten  Son. 
When,  therefore,  we  commemorate  the 
death  of  our  Lord  and  only  Saviour  in 
this  holy  facrament,  what  can  we  do  lels 
than  magnify  the  infinite  love  of  God, 
and  preient  our  fouls  and  bodies  a  living 
facrifice  holy  and  acceptable  unto  rlim, 
through  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

Here  then  our  faith  in  the  promifes  of 
God's  me  rev,  through  Chriit,  may  be 
confirmed,  and  we  ihould  confider  this  fa- 
crament  not  only  as  a  feal  to  convey  them, 
but  as  a  pledge  to  affure  us  thereof  "  This 
"  cup,"  faith  our  bleffed  Saviour,  "  is  the 
"  New  Teftament,  or  Covenant,  in  my 
^*  blood,  which  is  flied  for  many  for  the 

"  rcmif- 
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good  ground  to  hope,  that  by  due  prepa- 
ration of  heart,  we  fhall  receive  the  inward 
and  fpi ritual  grace  ? 

And  as  this  facrament  is  a  means  of 
uniting  us  to  our  common  Lord  by  faith, 
fo  let  it  be  alfo  to  one  another  by  mutual 
love;  "  for  we  being  many  are  one  bread, 
"  and  one  body ;  for  we  are  all  partakers 
"  of  that  one  bread -f*;**  and  therefore,  by 
the  ftrongeft  tie  of  Chriftian  fellow(hip, 
bound  "  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in 
"  the  bond  of  peace  J." 

How  then  can  you  approve  yourfelves 
Chriltians  more  than  in  name,  if  you  dif- 
obey  the  exprefs  commands  of  your  dying 
Saviour,  and  refufe  to  commemorate  his 
death  in  the  way  which  He  hath  appoint- 
ed ?  The  receiving  of  the  holy  Commu- 
nion is  not  a  thing  indifferent,  but  a  pri- 
mary duty  of  Chriftianity.  No  pretence 
whatever  will  justify  the  conftant  negle6l 
of  it.  Guilt  is  incurred  as  much  by  the 
omiflion  of  a  poiitive  command,  as  by  the 
commilTion  of  a  wilful  tranfgreffion.     And 

•  Luke  xxii.  20.     l\lalt.  xxvi.  28. 
I  1  Cov.  X.  17.  \  lipli.  iv.  3. 

if 
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if  the  Gofpel  be  true,  they  who  refufe  to  J>|,^. 
obey  the  injunctions  of  Chriit,  (hall  peridi, 
no  lefs  than  thofe  who  prefuniptuoully  fin 
again  ft  the  Majefty  of  heaven.  In  this 
inftance  every  behever  mult  confefs  it  is 
no  lefs  his  intereit  than  his  duty  ;  for  our 
Lord  hath  not  only  commanded  us  to 
receive  it  "  in  remembrance  of  Him*," 
but  hath  alfo  annexed  to  it  a  promife  of 
divine  grace.  And  the  benefits  which 
redound  to  the  faithful,  by  a  worthy  par- 
ticipation of  it,  fliould  excite  and  engage 
them  to  receive  it  with  all  thankfulnefs. 
It  is  only  the  lip  of  truth  and  fobernefs  to 
declare,  that  whofoever  hath  any  regard 
for  the  iiilvaticn  of  his  foul,  will  not  negle6t 
the  means  ordained  by  Chrift  himfelf  to 
nouriib  it  unto  life  eternal.  Strange  it  is, 
then,  that  any  perfuafion  ihould  be  necef- 
fary  to  induce  a  compliance  with  fo  poli- 
tive  and  indifpenfable  a  duty ;  a  duty  which 
conftitutes  both  your  prefent  confolation 
and  your  future  happinefs.  Oh!  how  un- 
reafonable,  as  well  as  irreligious,  is  it,  that 
thofe  who  call  themfelves  Chriftip.ns  fliould 
wilfully   cut  themfelves  off  from  fo    high 

*  Luke  xxii.  19. 

and 
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^l^^y  and  unfpeakable  a  privilege  !  To  be  €:&* 
'^^/'^  communicated  is  one  of  the  greatefl  puni(h- 
ments  the  Church  can  infli6t  on  incorri- 
gible offenders.  Whofo,  therefore,  def- 
pifeth  this  ordinance,  not  only  rehnquiflies 
the  hope  of  mt'rc}^  but  forfeits  the  choiceft 
bleffings  Heaven  can  beftow  upon  him. 

Previous,  however,  to  a  participation  of 
it  are  the  requilite  qualifications.  The 
firlt  of  which  is  undoubtedly  a  found 
knowledge.  For  if  you  are  altogether 
ignorant  of  the  grounds  of  Chriftianity, 
and  underftand  not  the  nature  of  the 
Covenant  of  Grace  eftablidied  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  you  cannot  do  any  thing  well- 
pleaiing  or  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God, 
much  lefs  be  a  worthy  communicant  at 
the  Lord's  Supper.  If  you  arc  unac- 
quainted with  the  gracious  promifes  of 
divine  mercy  in  Chrifl  Jeilis,  it  is  not  likely 
that  you  iLould  be  thankful  for  the  pro- 
mifes, or  have  hope  of  the  mercies  of  the 
Gofpel.  J I  is  neceffary,  therefore,  before 
you  approach  the  Lord's  table,  you  fliould 
underftand  the  nature  of  that  holy  Ordi- 
nance, and  imjjrint  upon  your  minds  the 
reality  of  its  great  importance ;  and  that 

under 
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under  the  outward  and  vifible  fii^n,  it  con-    r>i^c 


ve\'s  to  your  Ibuls  an  "  inward  and  Ipiri- 
*•*  tual  grace  given  unto  you,  ordanied  hv 
''  Chrill  bimfelf,  as  a  means  M'liereby  you 
•*  receive  the  fame,  and  a  pledge  to  allure 
"  you  thereof.'* 

The  next  quahfication  is  fincere  repent- 
ance. When  you  have  examined  your 
hfe  and  converllition,  ("  and  that  not 
"  hghtly,  and  after  the  manner  of  dififem- 
"  biers  with  Cod,")  and  are  become  fen- 
fible  of  your  fins,  3'ou  muft  humble  your- 
lelves  before  God  on  account  of  them, 
and  ftedfaftly  refolve  to  forfake  them. 
And  this  refolution  of  amendment  mult 
not  float  in  the  head  as  an  idle  dream  ;  it 
muft  be  carried  into  practice  in  the  heart 
and  in  the  life.  You  muft  actually  hate 
all  evil  ways,  and  renounce  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  them,  and  then  you  will  be- 
come pure  and  holy  guefts  at  the  Lord'* 
table.  For  true  repentance  is  nothing 
elfe  but  a  real  converfion  from  fin  to  holi- 
lefs.  When  you  have  thus  repented  of 
your  fins,  and  are  adually  become  new- 
creatures,  you  are  rightly  qualified,  and  not 
till  then,  for  receiving  the  holy  Conmui- 

nion. 
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DISC.  nion.  Be  airarcd  it  is  an  error  replete 
\^^  with  danger,  to  imagine,  that  this  facra- 
ment  is  necellarily  productive  of  divine 
grace,  where  there  is  no  previous  fanctifi- 
cation ;  fliould  this  be  the  cafe,  there 
would  be  no  fuch  thing  as  eating  and 
drinking  unworthily,  which,  alas,  is  fome- 
times  to  be  apprehended  !  but  it  certainly 
confirms  and  Itrengthens  that  meafure  of 
grace  already  received. 

A  third  indifpenfable  qualification  is  a 
lively  faith,  without  which  we  are  not  ca- 
pable of  receiving  the  benefits  of  Chrift's 
death  and  paffion.  By  faith  only  can  we 
difcern  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift, 
fignified  and  reprefented  in  that  holy  Sa- 
crament. By  faith  are  we  partakers  of 
the  bleffmgs  therein  offered,  and  when 
that  faith  more  efpecially  is  of  a  pra6lical 
and  fruitful  nature,  we  may  then  have 
fome  confidence  that  God  \\ill  accept  our 
humble  fervices  for  Chrift's  fake,  and  feal 
to  us  the  pardon  of  our  iins  in  that  divine 
Ordinance. 

The  fourth  rcquifile  preparatory  to  a 
vorthy  participation,  is,  fervent  Charity. 
As  v»c  muft  endeavour  to  make  our  peace 

widi 
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with  God  by  an  unfeigned  faith,  and  fin- 
cere  repentance,  fo  it  is  equally  incumbent 
on  us  to  put  on  charity  towards  men,  and, 
as  far  as  it  is  poflible,  itrive  to  be  at  peace 
with  them,  before  we  partake  of  that  hea- 
venly banquet.  God  is  wont  to  meafure 
our  duty  to  Him,  by  our  love  and  good- 
will towards  men.  Unlefs  we  are  in  cha- 
rity with  them,  no  outward  compliance 
with  God's  fervice  will  be  acceptable  to 
him.  And  it  is  more  efpecially  required 
of  us,  when  we  come  to  the  Lord's  table, 
to  "  put  on  bowels  of  mercy*,"  and  "  be 
*'  kindly  afFe6lioned  one  to  another -f-;" 
for  unlefs  we  forgive  them  that  trelpafs 
againft  us,  how  can  we  expe6t  forgivenefs 
at  the  hand  of  God  ? 

To  thefe  indifpenfable  qualifications  mufl 
alfo  be  added  devout  and  conftant  prayer. 
This  is  not  only  a  duty  incumbent  on  all 
Chriftians,  but  an  excellent  means  of  ac- 
quiring all  thofe  graces,  which  make  us 
worthy  partakers  of  that  heavenly  banquet. 
"  And  we  know  that  whatfoever  we  aik 
"  according  to  his  will,  He  heareth  usj.'* 
And  as  we  are  not  fufficient  of  ourfelves 

♦  Coloff.  iii.  12.  t  Rom.  xii.  10,  J  I  John  v.  14. 
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DISC,  either  to  think  a  good  thought,  or  do  a 
•rood  action,  it  follows  that  \vg  ihould  have 
recoiido  to  God,  hy  humble  prayer,  to 
"  make  us  pertccl  in  every  good  work  to 
«  do  his  will*." 

It  is  hardly  necellary  farther  to  remind 
you,  that  in  the  a6lual  celebration  of  the 
holy  Communion,  you  ihould  exercife  de- 
vout and  holy  atfedions,  and  offer  up  fuch 
heavenly  meditations  as  are  fuitable  to  the 
folemnity  of  the  holy  feafon ;   when  you 
behold  the  Bread  broken,  and  the  Wine 
poured  oat,  let  the  contemplation  of  the 
bitter  death  and  paffion  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour   Jefus    Chrilt,    engage    all    your 
thoughts ;  and  coniider  that  He  endured 
thofe  fuiierings  for  the  redemption  of  your 
fouls.     O  praife  the  Name  of  the  Lord, 
praife  Him,  and  magnify  Him  for  ever  I 
\Vben  you  are  about  to  receive  the  facra- 
Mental  lymbols,  lift  up  your  hearts  to  ap- 
prehend by  faith  your  crucified  Saviour, 
and  earneftly  implore  God,  for  Chrifl's 
fake,  to  pardon  3^our  lins,  and  enrich  you 
with  heavenly  graces.     When  you   have 
eaten  and   drunken   the  confecrated  ele- 

♦  Heb.  xiii.  21. 
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ments,  intreat  the  God  of  all  iiiercy  to 
render  them  efte(5lual  to  the  "  ftrengthen- 
**  ing  and  refVelhing  of  your  fouls,"  that 
you  "  may  be  fulfilled  with  his  grace  and 
"  heavenly  benediftion*/*  And  above 
all,  rememberj  when  you  have  thus  begun 
in  the  Spirit,  to  perfect  the  work  of  your 
fan6tification,  by  walking  in  true  holinefs 
and  righteouihefs  all  the  days  of  your  life^ 
through  Jefus  Chrift* 
To  whom,  &c. 

*  Communion  Service^, 
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Exodus  xx.  3. 
Thoujhalt  have  no  other  Gods  before  ME. 

JlIAVING,  in  fome  former  difcourfes,  disc. 
executed  our  intended  plan  as  far  as  relates 
to  a  right  knowledge  of  God,  the  nature 
of  the  Chriftian  covenant,  the  doctrines 
appropriate  to  it,  the  nature  of  the  Chrif- 
tian faith,  the  importance  and  neceffity  of 
prayer,  in  order  to  attain  to  any  mealure 
of  divine  grace,  and  alfo  the  nature  of  the 
Chriftian  iacraments,  the  next  flep  will  be 

*  The  fubfrance  of  this,  and  tlie  following  fourteen  dif- 
courfes^on  the  mcmtl  law,  its  ufe,  and  its  curfe,  is  felcctc<l 
and  abridged  from  that  eminent  prelate  of  our  church, 
Ezekiel  Hopkins,  whofe  piety  and  learned  labours  are 
litil  more  worth)  of  our  admiration  than  our  imitation. 
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Drsc.    to  open  and  unfold  the  moral  law  of  GoD^ 

XXXVI.  •         1    •         ,       ni         /-I  , 

w«v'>^  as  contained  in  the  len  Lonmiandments, 
upon  the  principles  of  Chriftianity,  that 
the  nature  of  true  obedience,  forming  a 
link  in  the  iame  chain,  may  be  well  de^ 
fined,  and  rightly  underflood. 

The  firfl  truth  to  be  affumed  in  this  im- 
portant inquiry  is,  that  the  law  of  God  is 
"  exceeding  broad  "^■,"  ipirilual  in  every 
one  of  its  injunftions,  and  reaches  to  the 
inmoit  recefles  of  the  foul.  A\hen  applied 
to  the  confcience  in  all  the  terror  of  its 
convincing  and  condemning  power,  it 
ferves  as  a  "  fchoolmafter  to  bring  us  to 
**  Chrift-j-"  by  faith  for  pardon  and  mercy, 
by  difcovering  to  us  the  ftrength  of  fm, 
the  force  of  natural  depravity,  and  con- 
fequent  condemnation,  However  unwil* 
ling  the  pride  of  the  human  heart  may  be 
to  admit  the  truth,  it  is  neverthelefs  inful-r 
hbly  certain,  that  the  law  of  God  exat^s  of 
us  an  obedience,  which  we  neither  have, 
or  can,  or  do  perform.  We  muft,  there^ 
fore,  look  for  mercy  through  the  obedience 
pf  Chrift,  who  alorie  "  fulfilled  all  righte- 
oufnels  J,  became  a  facrifice  for  us",  and 

■»  ri^lm  cxix.  9(3.     t  Gal.  hi. 24.     J  Matt.  iii.  15. 
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**  redeemed  us  from  the  curie  of  the 
<(  ]^^  *- '♦  j^  \^  after  this  manner  we  are 
taught  by  our  own  church  to  apply  tlie 
law  ;  when,  after  hearing  every  one  of  the 
commandments  pronounced,  a  petition  for 
pardon  is  put  into  our  mouths, — "  I^ord 
have  mercy  upon  us,  and  inchne  our 
hearts  to  keep  this  law."  That  we  may, 
therefore,  obtain  a  deeper  fenfe  of  our 
need  of  divine  mercy  as  tranfgreHwrs  of 
the  law,  1  fliail  now,  through  God's 
help,  enter  on  tlie  coniideration  of  each  of 
the  commandments  under  this  view  of 
them  in  fucceilive  ordfr,  beginning  with 
the  firlt ;  "  Thou  limit  have  no  other  gody 
**  before  Me." 

In  a  Chriitian  congregation  it  is  almofl 
unnecelVary  to  premiie,  that  the  firft  four 
commandments  require  us  to  worihip  Cod 
with  the  true  inward  fpirit  of  piety,  and 
the  outward  homage  of  life  and  converiii- 
tion.  The  latter  is  nothing  but  obfequi- 
ous  formality,  if  the  heart  be  not  devoted 
to  the  love  and  fear  of  God  as  the  firft  and 
great  eommandment. 

*  CaL  iii.  13. 
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pisc.         The  great  duties  then  comprized  under 


xxxvr, 


the  firft  precept  of  the  law,  are, 

1.  Acknowledging  Jehovah  to  be  God. 

2.  Acknowledging  Him  to  be  oar  God. 
And  confequentl}^, 

3.  Having  no  other  gods  but  Him. 
Now  the  belief  of  the  exiftence  of  God 

is  the  very  foundation  of  all  religion  ;  for 
"  he  that  cometh  to  God  muft  believe 
f  that  He  is*."  And  though  man's  finite 
underftandmg  cannot  attain  to  a  full  and 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  deity,  or  "  find 
"  out  the  Almighty  to  perfection  -f-,'*  or 
difcover  any  thing  of  his  fpiritual  nature 
and  divine  excellencies,  without  an  antece- 
dent Revelation;  yet,  this  Revelation 
hath  been  given  to  him  "  by  infpiratioa 
"  of  God  J,"  and  in  it  we  are  taught  to 
believe  Him  infinitely  perfe61,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge Jehovah  to  be  God.  In  our 
feeble  conceptions  of  the  Godhead,  we 
muft,  therefore,  be  careful  to  exclude 
every  idea  of  imperfe6fion,  ^nd  to  afcribe 
to  It  all  poffible  glory  and  excellence,  that 
we  may  "  give  unto  the  Lord  the  honour 

*  Ilcb.  xi,  6.  t  Job  xi.  7.         :  2  Tim.  iii.  l^. 
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*»  due  unto  his  name'-'."  And  as  this 
knowledge  of  Cod  by  liis  revealed  \vord, 
is  the  foundation  of  ail  true  ipirilual  uor- 
fliip,  fufter  me  to  propofe  to  your  ferious 
inquiry,  as  the  ground  of  deep  humilia- 
tion, whether,  in  the  next  place,  you  thus 
acknowledge  God  to  be  yowr  God  ? 

'J'his  h  in  fa6l  the  cafe,  when  you  love 
Him  with  all  your  heart,  and  mind,  and 
foul,  and  llrength,  and  "  worHiip  Him, 
"  according  to  his  will,  in  ipirit  and  in 
*'  truth  j-."  J^ut  have  you  not  been  care- 
lefs  and  indifferent  in  this  moft  important 
concern,  and  not  devoted  your  heart  and 
mind  to  the  love  and  i'ervice  of  God  ? 
Have  you  not,  on  the  contrary,  difliked  to 
retain  God  in  your  knowledge,  or  been 
drawn  ahde  from  the  lively  oracles  of  his 
will  by  the  various  purfuits  and  empty 
amufements  of  life  ?  Or  have  not  the  allur- 
ing temptations  of  the  world,  or  the  finful 
fuggedions  of  thcrtlelli,  withdrawn  your  at- 
tention from  fearching  the  iScriptures,  left 
you  Qiould  be  dire6led  into  the  path  of  his 
commandments?  Any  of  thefe  feduclions 
are  futHcient  to  conftitute  a  breach  of  this 

*  Piulm  xxix.  2.  t  Jcihn  iv.  23. 
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msc.  firft  precept  of  the  law:  but  in  order  to  en- 
able jou  to  arcerlain  how  far  you  have  ac- 
tually complied  with  the  true  intent  and 
ipirit  of  it,  1  would  further  inquire  whe- 
ther you  have  at  all  times  entertained  a 
firm  and  unlliaken  faith  in  the  truth  of 
God's  holy  word,  not  doubting  the  ve- 
racity of  any  part  of  it,  but  giving  a  full 
and  implicit  alient  to  all  things  therein 
contained  ;  efteeming  its  precepts,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  Gofpel,  holy,  juft,  and 
good ;  not  prying  into  them  merely  to  fa* 
tisfy  an  idle  curioiity,  or  to  gratify  a  proud 
philofophical  arrogance,  which  may  prompt 
you  to  dilpute  what  perhaps  you  cannot 
comprehend.  It  is  the  part  of  an  humble 
Chriltian  not  to  queftion  the  certainty  of 
any  of  God's  declarations,  or  cavil  at  tlue 
juftice  of  his  dil'penfations.  It  is  the  mif- 
taken  aflamption  only  of  the  infidel  or 
fceptic,  to  wilh  that  God  were  even  fuch 
an  one  as  hmifelf ;  that  he  might  find  his 
word  correfpond  uith  his  own  vain  fancy 
and  corrupt  inclinations.  Such  unbeliev- 
ers, as  to  any  thing  that  del'erves  the 
name  of  rehgious  knowledge,  are  mere 
novices,  "  being  ignorant  of  God's  righ- 

**  teoufacfs,'* 
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They  may,  indeed,  like 
Eli's  Ions,  have  a  i'peculative  knowledge  of 
divine  things;  but  remember,  with  how 
great  truth  it  was  laid  of  them,  "  they 
♦'  were  fons  of  Belial ;  they  knew  not  the 
**  LoRD'-j-;"  they  did  not  regard  Him  as 
God  in  their  hearts,  but  were  unmindful 
of  his  divine  prelence  and  authority.  It 
were  rnoft  devoutly  to  be  wifhed  that  the 
fame  obfervation  might  not  apply  to  fome 
here  prelent.  For  whatever  knowledge 
they  may  have  of  God,  do  not  many  live 
without  Him  in  the  world,  whiltl  their 
hearts  are  as  regard lefs  of  Him,  and  their 
Jives  as  undutiful  as  if  they  had  never 
heard  of  Him  ?  Surely  then,  this  is  not 
acknowledging  the  Lokd  to  be  your 
God.  Are  not  even  whole  days  apt  to 
pafs  over  your  heads,  in  which  you  do  not 
fo  much  as  think  of  your  dependance  upon 
God,  much  lefs  pray  to  Him  ?  Whatfliall 
I  farther  fay  ?  Is  it  not  a  qucfiion,  whe- 
ther fome  here  prefent  hav^  entertained 
that  ferious  reverence  of  the  divine  Ma- 
jerty,  whilft  they  have  been  in  his  houfe 
of  prayer  ?  Alas  !  it  is  to  be  feared  that 

■•  Hum.  X.  3.  t  1  Sam.  ii.  12. 
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we  are  all  of  us  but  too  ignorant  of  the 
knowledge  of  God's  ways,  in  comparifon 
of  what  we  fliould  be.  How  little  do  we 
fee  of  his  wifdoni,  power,  and  goodnefs, 
either  in  the  works  of  nature,  or  difpenfa- 
tions  of  grace  ! — How  often  forgetful  of 
his  prefence ;  unobi"ervant  of  his  provi- 
vidence  ;  unmoved  by  his  judgments  ;  un- 
thankful for  his  mercies ;  and  unmindful  of 
his  admonitions  ! 

Plas,  however,  the  little  knowledge  we 
have  of  God  been  fufficient  to  humble  us 
in  our  own  fight,  and  taught  us  to  fee  the 
infinite  diftance  betwixt  a  pure  and  holy 
God,  and  us  miferable  hnners  ?  Are  Me 
confcious  of  his  divine  excellence,  and  our 
own  bafenefs ;  his  power,  and  our  weak- 
nefs ;  his  mercy,  and  our  mifery ;  his  rich 
grace,  and  our  fpiritual  poverty  ?  Again, 
do  we  fo  know  God,  as  to  know  ourfelves; 
to  be  lowly  in  our  own  eyes,  as  becometh 
creatures  of  the  moft  high  God,  and  as 
poor  loll;  fmners,  who  are  redeemed  by  his 
infinite  mercy  and  love  in  Chrill  Jefus? 
If  then  but  few,  comparatively  fpcaking, 
have  that  favinoj  knowledjre  of  God  which 
they  ought  to  have,  ■and  which  is  clearly 

implied 
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implied  under   this  firfl  commandment  as    di^c. 
applicable  to  us  Chriftians,  how  defective  ^-v-^ 
mull  be  their  knowledge  of  God,  even  in 
the  veiy  fitlt  principles  of  religion  ;  and  if 
the  fountain  be  thus  polluted,  bitter  waters 
muft  iflue  in  the  dreams  ! 

But  where  there  is  an  experimental 
knowledae  of  divine  truth  in  the  heart,  ac- 
cording  to  our  blelled  Saviour's  interpre- 
tation of  this  commandment,  there  will  be 
a  fupreme  love  and  fear  of  God  above  all 
things.  The  very  apprehenfion  of  his  in- 
finite knowledge,  jultice,  and  power,  will 
imprefs  this  idea  on  our  minds  His 
knowledge,  \o  tranfcendent,  and  fo  infi- 
nite, will  neceflfarily  fill  our  hearts  with 
the  awful  convi6tion  of  his  feeing  all  our 
ways,  and  underltanding  the  \ery  fecrets 
of  our  hearts.  His  juftice,  {o  ftrict,  and 
fo  impartial,  that  He  "  will  by  no  means 
*'  clear  the  guilty  *,"  naturally  excites  in 
the  heart  of  a  fmner  a  dread  of  appearing 
before  his  awful  tribunal.  And  his  power 
fo  majeftic,  and  fo  omnipotent,  cannot  but 
excite  an  inward  terror  of  that  vengeance 
which  God  will  one  day  execute  on  his 

*  Exodus  xxxiv.  7. 
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enemies.  Shall  not  then  thefe  glorious  aria 
adorable  properties  of  the  divine  nature^ 
make  us  itand  in  awe  of  the  Majefiy  of 
Jehovah,  and  acknowledge  that  we  "  have 
*'  no  other  gods  before  Him  ?'* 

AVhen,   indeed,  (as   it   may  happen)  we 
mull  either  fuffer   reproach  from  men,  of 
forfake  the  God  of  heaven,  and  provoke 
his  indignation  againft  us,  it  is  not  only  a 
mark  of  wiiUom,   but   the  highcft  initance 
vf  unfeigned  uttaclunent  to  duty  to  choofc 
rather  to  difpleafe  men  than  otfend  God. 
Everv  rational  being  is  confcious  to  him- 
felf,  that  tlie  evils  wliich  an  angry  God  can 
inflict  upon  him,  are  infinitely  greater  than 
thofe  which   either  the    revengeful   power 
or  inveterate  malice    of  men  can  impofe. 
They  may,  indeed,  fpoil  us  of  our  goods, 
deprive  us  of  our  liberty,  or  take  away 
our  lives,  and  when  they  have  done  this, 
their  power  ceafeth  ;    but   remember,  O 
man!    that  the   Lord   God   omnipotent 
is  able,  at  his  pleafure,  not  only  to  bring 
thefe  evils  upon  thee,  but  "  to  deftroy  both 
*'  body  and  foul  in  hell*.'* 

The   true    love  and  fear  of  God  -will 

*   Matt.  X.  28. 
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never  fail  to  prompt  vou  to  abhor  and  for-    ^^^c. 

.  ,  .    .  .  ,     XXXV'I. 

fake  fin,  the  only  obje6l  of  the  divine  dif-  v^-v^^ 
pleafure.  "  The  fear  of  the  Lord/'  faith 
Solomon,  **  is  lo  hate  evil*/'  To  pre- 
tend, therefore,  to  love  (jod,  and  to  pur- 
fue  the  paths  of  fm  at  the  fame  time,  is 
as  if  a  fiibje6l  (hould  make  pretence  of 
loyalty  and  allegiance  to  his  king,  while 
he  contemns  his  laws  and  rebels  againft 
his  fovereignty.  It  is  a  maxim  founded 
in  divine  truth,  that  godly  fear  and  a 
godly  hfe  are  as  infeparable  as  caufe  and 
effea. 

Another  criterion  of  our  acknowledging 
the  Lord  to  be  our  God,  is  by  enter- 
taining a  joyful  hope  or  expe6lation  of 
thofe  future  bleilings  which  God  hath  pro- 
mifed  through  Jefus  Chrift.  The  pro- 
mifes  of  God  being  ailented  toby  faith, 
are  the  ground  of  a  Chriftian's  hope,  for  it 
is  of  the  efience  of  faith  to  believe  the 
truth  of  the  divine  promifes,  and  of  hope 
to  expeft  the  performance  of  them.  But 
the  promifes  being  conditional  through 
faith,  repentance,  and  obedience,  there  can 
be   no   reafonable  hope  of  their  accom- 

•  Prov.  viii.  13, 
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plifnment^  without  a  prompt  compliance 
wiib  the  terms  proflered.  Vain  and  fruit- 
iefs  will  he  our  hope,  unlefs  it  be  congenial 
with  the  nature  of  the  promifes.  For 
then,  and  then  only^  may  we  entertain  a 
well-grounded  hope  oF  ialvation,  through 
the  merits  of  our  blefibd  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour, when  we  have  cleanfed  our  liearts 
from  hn,  and  a6tuallj  live  unto  God  in 
purity  and  holinefs.  For  "  every  man 
*'  that  bath  this  hope  in  him,  puriiieth 
"  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure*."  Ac- 
cordingly we  do  not  fmd  that  even  the 
God  of  mercy  hath  promifed  pardon  and 
falvation  through  Cbriit  but  on  thefe, 
terms.  And  though  we  are  mod  afiuredly 
taught  by  the  whole  tenour  of  the  Gofpel 
not  to  depend  on  our  own  legal  righteoul^ 
nefs,  as  the  meritorious  caufe  of  our  juf- 
titication ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  "  the  law'*" 
would  not  be  "  our  fchoolmafter  to  bring 
*'  us  to  Chrift  that  we  might  be  juftified 
"  by  faith  -f ;"  yet  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that 
without  obedience  to  the  moral  law  of 
God,  we  can   lay  no  claim  to  falvation 

•  i  John  iii.  3.  f  ^^1"  »"•  24. 
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'through    the  blood  of  Chrill ;  for  "  with-  ^msc. 
**  out    holinels    no    man    (hall    fee    the 
"  Lord*". 

Again,  if  we  acknowledge  Jehovah  to 
be  our  Gou,  we  lliall  depend  upon  Him 
for  deliverance  from  all  evils  temporal  and 
fpiritual.  Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to 
infniuate  that  outward  means,  as  well  in 
temporal  as  fpiritual  calamities,  are  not  ne- 
ceflary.  They  are  indifpeniable  :  but  why 
ihould  the  ufe  of  outward  means  fuperfede 
an  entire  and  abfolute  dependance  upon 
God  ?  "  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord, 
"  truft  alfo  in  Him,  and  He  fhall  bring  it 
*'  to  pafs  ^,"  is  a  founder  maxim  through- 
out the  whole  oeconomy  of  life,  than  any 
device  of  human  policy.  If,  therefore, 
God  ftiould  permit  temptations  to  befet 
us,  no  doubt  his  grace  will  be  fufficient, 
and  his  wonted  benignity  will  manifeft  his 
power  in  our  weaknefs.  For  ''  God  is 
*'  faithful,  who  will  not  fuffer  you  to  be 
**  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able,  but 
"  will,  with  the  temptation,  alfo  make  a 
"  way  to  elcape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to 
"  bear  it  %:' 

*  Heb.  xii.  14.      -t    IM'alm  ^xxvi^.  5.       :    1  Cor.  x.  13. 
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DISC.         Iielyiii2:  on  this   principle  of  action,  if 

XXXVI.  -^       o  1  1 

s.^s^^  troubles  or  afflictions  await  us,  \\e  lliall 
learn  to  make  God  our  fliield  and  confi- 
dence, knowing  that  He  is  able  to  fup- 
port,  and  in  due  time  to  deliver  us  from 
tliem  all.  "  The  fteps  of  a  good  man  are 
"  orderotl  by  the  Lord,  and  lie  de- 
**  lighteth  in  his  way;  though  he  fall,  he 
"  (liall  not  be  utterly  cait  down,  for 
*'  the  Lord  upholdeth  iiim  with  his 
*'  hand*."  If,  at  length,  our  own  en* 
deavoura.iliould  prove  inefi'eclual,  we  know 
itt  whom  we  do  believe;  \re  know,  alfo, 
thgt  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  mighty,  and 
tberefbre  we  have  only  to  commit  our- 
if  Iwe.s  to  him  by  prayer,  in  faith  and  hope. 
This  is,  in  the  only  true  and  pra6lical  fenfe, 
roadknowledge  the  Lord  to  be  our  God. 
And  under  the  inllaence  of  thi^  principle 
we  ihall, 

iiailly,  *'  have  no  other  gods  before 
''   Jimi.^" 

As  God  is  one  by  nature  and  efience, 
Jle  will  admit  of  no  competitor,  lie  hath 
deckred  himfeif  a  jealous  God,  "  neither 
"  wi'l  he  give  his  glory  to  another,  or  his 

*  Pialm  xxxvii.  23,  24-. 
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**  prnife  to  graven  images*."  He  claims 
ihv  \;hole  heart  or  not  at  all.  If  we  alcribe 
divine  honour  to  any  creature,  we  exalt  it 
above  its  degree,  and  rob  Goi)  of  his  glory. 
Whatever  idol  we  iet  up  in  our  hearts  in- 
ftend  of  God,  that  is  fpiritual  idolatry,  and 
a  direct  violation  of  this  firft  and  great 
commandment.  For  to  what  obie6t  lb- 
ever  the  glory  and  worlliip  appropriate  to 
the  one  true  God  are  rendered,  that  ob- 
ject becomes  a  falfe  god,  and  if  we  pay  to 
any  created  thing,  whether  riches,  or  ho- 
nour, or  pleafure,  that  homage,  and  love, 
and  truft,  in  an  equal  or  higher  degree 
than  we  do  to  God,  we  fet  up  that  thing 
as  an  idol  in  our  hearts.  In  like  manner, 
if  we  obey,  or  expeci  any  one  elfe  to  obey, 
man  rather  than  God,  we  are  pra6tically 
guilty  of  the  fame  crime.  If  then  we  have 
trufted  in  any  thing  but  the  living  God, 
we  have  defpoiled  him  of  his  all-fufficiency 
by  afcribing  it  to  the  creature  ;  if  we  have 
been  diftruftful  of  his  providence,  or  doubt- 
ful of  his  fatherly  care  over  us,  have  we 
not  reproached  him  for  his  goodnefs,  quef- 
tioned  his  faithfulnefs,  fufpeded  his  power, 

*  Ifa.  xlii.  8. 
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DISC,  and,  in  faO,  denied  his  promifes  ?  And 
which,  even  the  beft  of  us,  can  lay  his 
hand  upon  his  heart  and  acquit  himfelf  of 
the  charge  ?  Shall  we  not  then  lay  our 
mouth  in  the  duft,  and  keep  filence  before 
a  juft  and  holy  God  ?  Shall  we  not,  as  vile 
and  miferable  finners,  renounce  our  own 
righteoufnefs,  and  rejoice  that  the  law, 
when  rightly  interpreted,  is  only  our 
fchoolmafter  to  bring  us  to  Chrift,  that  we 
may  be  juftified  by  faith,  and  finally  faved 
through  his  merits  ? 
To  whom,  &c.     Amen. 


^^^^  DIS- 
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CHRISTIAN    WORSHIP. 


Exodus  xx.  4,  5. 


Tltou  Jlialt  not  make  unto  thee  any  gramn 
Image,  or  any  Likenejs  of  any  Thing 
that  is  in  Heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the 
Eai'fh  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  Water 
nnder  the  Earth ;  thou  Jhalt  not  bow 
down  thyfcif  to  them,  nor  J'ervc  them. 

1  HE  fiift  commandment,  we  have  al- 
ready fliewn,  points  out  the  obje6l  of  our 
rehgious  adoration  to  be  the  only  true 
God,  in  oppofition  to  idols  of  every  deno- 
mination. The  fecond,  which  is  the  fub- 
je6t  of  our  prefent  inltruction,  evinces  be- 
yond all  doubt,  an  abfolute  prohibition  of 
K  3  worlhip- 
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worflilpping  him   under  any  vifible  refem-' 
blance  or  form  whatibever. 

Idolatry  is,  therefore,  properly  confi- 
dered,  as  two-fold,  internal  and  external ; 
internal,  when  it  engages  the  affections  and 
difpofjtion  of  the  foul,  and  attaches  our 
fupreme  love,  and  fear,  and  dependance  to 
any  created  being,  inUcad  •K)f  the  hving 
and  true  God.  This  fpecies  of  idolatry  is 
the  exprefs  prohibition  of  the  firft  com- 
rnandment.  That  which  is  more  grofs 
and  external,  confiits  in  a  vilible  adoration 
of  any  thing  befides  God,  who,  as  in  right 
of  creation,  challenges  the  affeftions  of  the 
foul,  fo  he  alio  requires  the  homage  of  the 
body  in  the  performance  of  our  religious 
ferviccs. 

I  Ih'dU,  therefore,  propofe  to  3^our  ferious 
confideration,  the  two  prohibitory  claufcs 
of  this  divine  precept,  the  one  forbidding 
images  to  be  made,  or  any  likenefs  of  any 
thing,  the  other  prohibiting  them  to  be 
worlhipped,  together  with  the  ianctions 
of  reward  and  puni(hment: — reward  pro- 
niifed  to  the  obedience,  and  puniihment 
denounced  on  the  violation  of  it. 

iVs  the  true  idea  of  divine  worfliip  was 

revealed 
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revealed  from  the  earlielt  a2:es  to  profirve  ,  pjl^- 
the  nations  from  idolatry,  fo  the  prophet  v— rw 
Ifaiah,  with  appropriate  energy,  puts  that 
important  qiiedion — '*  '1  o  whom  will  ye 
*'  hken  God  ?  Or  what  likenels  will  ye 
".  compare  unto  Him  *  ?"  He  is  an  invifi- 
ble  Spirit;  therefore,  to  reprelent  him  in 
a  \  ilible  likenefs,  is  to  reprefent  him  to  be 
fucii  as  he  is  not.  lie  is  every  where  pre- 
lent ;  but  an  image,  by  the  nature  of  its 
modification,  is  confinf.'d  to  a  particular 
place,  therefore  mult  incline  its  worOiip- 
pers  to  a  wrong  conception  of  tlie 
Deitv.  lie  is  the  only  living,  all-wife, 
and  powerful  Governor  of  the  world  :  to 
refemble  iiini  to  an  inert  mafs  of  matter, 
muft  therefore  be  doing  liim  the  highefl 
diOionour.  We  are  unable,  indeed,  at  bed 
to  think  or  ipeak  worthily  of  "  the  high 
**  and  \ohy  One  that  inhabiteth  eter- 
**  nityf;"  and  though  we  cannot  well 
avoid  ufing  fome  of  the  fame  phrafes  con- 
cerning God  and  his  agency,  which  we  do 
of  the  parts  and  motions  of  our  own  bo- 
dies, yet  we  can  forbear  making  any  vill- 
blc  hkenefs  of  Him ;  and  the  lealt  di<^late 

K  4  of 
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xxxvir  <^^6"^ig^Jt^"ed  rcaloii  inculcates  this  prohi- 
bition, iiiafmuch  as  a  contrary  iclolatrons 
worQiip  ferves  only  to  lower  and  debafe 
our  notions  of  the  Supreme  Being.  It 
leads  the  weak  and  injudicious  Chriitian 
into  fuperltitious  apprehcnlions  and  foolilli 
practices,  and  provokes  thole  of  more  en- 
lightened underftandings,  from  an  utter 
contempt  of  fuch  idolatrous  reprefenta- 
tions,  to  difregard  and  ridicule  even  that 
reformed  religion,  which,  as  proteftants,  it 
ought  to  be  their  glor}'  and  triumph  to 
avow. 

It  is  however,  God  be  praifed,  one  of 
the  peculiar  excellencies  of  our  ow  n  church, 
that  ilie  maintains  &  pure  and  holv  worlhip 
free  from  thofe  impious  and  idolatrous 
practices  which  fo  notorioufly  taint  and 
diflionour,  in  defiance  of  this  divine 
precept,  the  worfliip  of  the  church  of 
Rome.  Yet  die  -perfifts  that  her  mem- 
bers may  now  very  lawfully  and  commen- 
dably  pra6:ife  what  the  Jews  were  actu- 
ally forbidden  by  the  mouth  of  God  him- 
felf.  Not  only  God's  peculiar  people, 
but  the  Heathens  alfo,  who  were  never 
fubjecl  to  the  law  of  Moles,  are  con- 
demned 
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demned  in  Scripture  for  this  very  mode  of    pisc. 

worfhip.     For  St.  Paul's  accufationagainft  ^^.^^ 

them   is,   "  that  when  they  knew  God, 

"  they  glorified  Him  not  as  God,  but  be- 

**  came    vain  in   their  imaginations,  and 

"  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible 

*'  God   into  an   imag-e  made  like  to  cor- 

"  ruptible   man*."     And    He   elfewhere 

aro-ues  with  the  Athenians  thus  :  "  Foraf- 

"  nmcli  as  we  are  the  oiTspring  of  God, 

*'  we   ought   not   to    think    that  the  God- 

"  head    is    like   unto   gold    or    filver,    or 

"  ftone,  graven   by  art  or  man's   device. 

"  The    times    of    this     ignorance     God 

"  winked   at,  but    now    commandeth   all 

"  men  every  where  to  repent  •(•.'* 

\Vhere  then  is,  or  can  be,  that  allowance 
of  image-worfliip  in  the  Bible,  for  which 
multitudes  in  the  Romifli  Church  contend 
as  earneitly,  as  if  it  were  a  poiitive  pre- 
cept? Nor  is  antiquity  more  favourable  to 
it  than  Scripture.  For  the  primitive 
Chriftians  abhorred  the  very  mention  of 
images,  holding  even  the  trade  of  their  fa- 
brication to  be  utterly  unlawful.  And, 
indeed,  pretending  to  frame  a  hkenefs  ot 
♦  Rom.  i.  21,  2J.  f  Acts  xvii.  20,  30. 

God 
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x\\%  ^'^^^  ^^'^  Father  Almighty,  "  whom  no 
"-^r^  "  man  hath  fet^n  nor  can  fee  *,"  is  both  a 
palpable  and  a  heinous  breach  of  this 
commandment.  Jjong  experience  hath 
lamentablv  demonftrated,  that  from  fettinfr 
up  images  of  our  blelfed  Saviour,  of  the 
Hol}^  Virgin  and  other  Saints,  to  remind 
pofterity  of  their  perlbnal  virtues,  the 
world  hath  inclined  to  pay  fuch  imprudent 
and  extrava2;ant  honours  to  the  fi"jure.s 
themielves,  as  by  degrees  hath  arilen  to 
a6ts  of  the  groffell  idolatry.  But  furely  it 
requires  no  penetration  to  fee,  that  if  any 
words  can  forbid,  by  any  created  likenel's, 
the  worfl7ip  of  Almighty  God,  of  his  only 
begotten  Son  Jeiiis  Chriit,  and  the  ado- 
ration of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of  departed 
faints,  the  prohibition  muft  be  conveyed 
in  the  terms  of  this  commandment.  If 
any  mental  refervations  or  verbal  diftinc- 
tions  will  acquit  the  Papifts  of  tranigrcfl- 
ing  it,  the  iame  will  acquit  the  antient 
Jews  and  Gentiles  of  idolatry.  For  if 
many  of  the  former  intend  only  that  their 
adoration  ihould  pafs  through  the  image, 
as  it  were,  to  the  perfon  whom  it  refem- 

*  1  Tim.  vi.  \6. 
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bles,  fo  did  many  of  the  Heathens  of  old  P'.s^.'- 
make  tiie  fame  plea,  yet  the  Scripture  ac-  v--v-^ 
ciifes  them  all  of  idolatry,  and  includes 
fhem  all  under  lin.  If  many  of  the  Gen- 
tiles ablblutely  ofiered  up  then*  devotions 
to  a  mere  idol,  fo,  alas  !  do  many  of  the 
Papifts  in  this  enlightened  age  of  the 
world  ;  and  to  us  it  is  fome  fatisfa6tion  to 
refleiR:,  that  Ibme  even  of  their  own  reli- 
gionifts  have  the  candour  to  confelk  and 
lament  the  melancholy  truth. 

From  the  foregoing  obfervations,  it 
plainly  appears,  that  they  are  guilty  of 
that  imagcvworlhip  which  reaibn,  antiqui- 
ty, and  icripture,  invariably  condemn. 
Nor  do  they  ib  much  as  allege  either  any 
command  or  exprefs  allowance  for  \h  abo- 
minable a  practice,  but  heretically  pro- 
nounce a  curib  upon  all  who  renounce  it. 

From  the  confideration  of  the  two  pro- 
hibitory claufes  of  this  precept,  let  us  ad- 
vert to  its  fan6tions.  The  firit,  though  of 
a  very  general,  is  of  a  very  awful  nature, 
"  For  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous 
"  God."  It  has  pleafed  the  Almighty  to 
defcribe  himfelf  by  that  violent  pailion 
which  in  men  is  called  jealouiy,  an  affec- 
tion 
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DISC,  tion  by  which  we  are  provoked  againft 
w^^^w  whatfoever  hinders  the  enjoyment  of  the 
object  of  our  love  and  defire ;  the  caufe  of 
it  is  love,  the  efiect  revenge.  But  let  it 
be  obferved,  that  jealoufy  is  not  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  God,  as  if  there  was  any  fuch 
weak  paffion  fubfifting  in  the  divine  na- 
ture, but  only  by  way  of  accommodation, 
fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  for 
God  is  not  jealous  for  himfelf,  left  He 
ihould  fuffer  for  the  follies  of  his  creature ; 
it  is  impoilible :  but  jealous  for  us,  bis 
children,  for  his  fpoufe,  the  church,  and 
for  the  honour  of  his  own  glory,  left  our 
notions  of  the  divine  nature  and  attri- 
butes, and  confequently  of  the  duties' 
which  we  owe  Him,  being  depraved,  and 
our  minds  darkened  with  fuperftitious  fears 
and  hopes,  we  ihould  depart  from  our 
plighted  allegiance,  and  fall  into  the  com- 
miffion  of  thofe  grois  crimes,  which  are  the 
immediate  conlequencps  of  idolatry. 

God  is  moreover  thus  plcaled  to  fiile 
himfelf  a  jealous  God,  to  exprefs  the  heat 
of  ills  wrath  and  indignation  againft  fm^ 
ners.  *'  The  Lord  will  not  i'pare  him, 
"  but   the  anger   of  the   Lokd   and  his 

"  J'-' 
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*'  iealoulV  fliall  ihiokc  affaiiilt  that  man,  J^^^^c. 
"  and  ail  the  curies  that  are  written  in  ^^-.-^ 
t'  this  book  ihall  he  upon  him,  and  the 
"  LoKD  iliaU  blot  out  his  name  from  un- 
"  der  heaven  *."  Indeed  what  hgnal  re-- 
venge  this  devouring*  jealoufy  of  the  Al- 
mighty hath  wrought  upon  linners,  the 
whole  world  itfelf  is  but  a  melancholy  ex- 
ample. i!»'  UlUOf       * 

Who  does  not  readily  call  to  mind 
the  lamentable  records  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah, of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  of  Greece 
and  Rome  ?  Who,  except  an  infidel,  will 
deny  that  it  hath  kindled  the  eternal  and 
unquenchable  flames  of  hdl  ?  AVhen  the 
^roud  and  apoitate  angels  afpired  to  the 
fovereignty  of  heaven,  God  thrull  them 
down  mto  hell,  for  his  jealoufy  could  not 
endm-e  any  rival  of  his  glory.  _  In  lik« 
manner  all  the  calamities  which  have  be- 
fallen individuals  or  nations,  are  but  the 
,effe6ls  of  God's  jealouiy  againft  lin.  And 
of  the  whole  catalogue  of  crimes,  his  jea7 
loufy  has  been  always  wont  to  take 
the  molt  exemplary  vengeance  on  ido* 
lutry,  fo  emphatically  denominated  Ipiri- 

*  Dcut.  XXIX.  80. 

^*jlq'j  ^  6  tual 


142  Chriftian  Worfhip: 

tiial  **  whoredom  *."  "  They  have  moved 
"  me  to  jealonly,"  (faith  the  Almighty,) 
*♦  with  that  which  is  not  God,  they  havt* 
"  provoked  me  to  anger  with  their  vanities; 
"  tor  a  fire  is  kindled  in  mine  anger,  and 
**  Ihall  burn  unto  the  loweft  hell,  and  (liall 
"  confume  the  earth  with  her  increafe, 
"  and  iet  on  fire  the  fecundations  of  the 
"  mountains]'."  ()  tremendous  wrath  ! 
"  Who  then  Ihall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lokd, 
*'  and  glorify  thij  Name,  for  thou  only 
**  art  holy,  for  all  nations  fliall  come  and 
*'  worJJiip  before  thee,  for  thy  judgments 
**  are  made  mamfeft  ;.{:.'* 

The  prohibitory  part  of  this  command- 
ment is  farther  fortified  by  another  fanc- 
tion,  viz.  that  God  ^'  vifiteth  the  (ins  of  the 
"  fathers  upon  the  children  unto  the  third 
*'  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate 
•'  Him."  The  term,  "  vifit,"  is  a  figura- 
tive expreffion,  and  may  be  taken  in  a  good 
or  bad  fenfe.  \\  hen  God  beftovvs  great 
mercies  and  falvation  upon  his  people.  He 
is  faid  to  viiit  them  ;  and  in  like  manner 
■\^hen  He  is  about  to  punilh  the  fins  of  any 

•  £«ck.  xliii.  7.  f  Dcut.  xxxii.  21,  22. 

X  Rev,  XV.  4. 
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people,  "  Shall  I  not  viiit  for  theie  things,    i">''^^v 
'*  liiith   the  Lord,  Ihall   not  my  foul   be  v^\-^ 
"  avenged   on  fuch   a  nation  as   this  *  ?'* 
Yea,    "  I  will    viiit    their    tranfgrefllon 
**  with   the   rod,  and   their  iniquity   with 
"  ftripesr}-.^'  •!  ,ti  i\  i37<iwoii  nirJiaO 

Now  the  pfjiiiftimtAits  ihflit!ted  l5y  CiTot) 
npon  the  clii'klren  ol  (Hlobedience,  or  them 
that  hate  'Him,  are  -either  temporal  or 
eternal.  'I'hey  may  be'confidered  as  imi- 
tatino^  the  crimes  and  tranfo: reflions  of  their 
parents,' and  fo  deferving  the  like  puniiK- 
ments.  I'or  in  the  courie  of  providential 
difpenfutions  it  comes  to  pais,  that  the  iins 
of  one'tperfon,  or  one  generation,  lead 
thofe  who  come  after  into  the  fame,  or 
other  perhaps  greater  iniquities,  and  fo 
bring  up6n  them  double  fufferings,  partly 
the  fruits  of  their  predecefTors'  faults, 
partly  of  their  own.  And  when  fuccefiive 
generations  imitate  one  another  in  fuccef- 
five  crimes,  exclufive  of  their  natural  bad 
>€fFe6ts,  which  punifi)  in  feme  meaiure  the 
perpetrators  of  them,  God  frequently 
threatens  feverqr  additional  correftion^j, 
than  He  would   elfe   inflict  lor  their  per- 

•  J'-r.  V.  9.  f  Kalm  Ixxxix,  32. 
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fonal  tranfgrefTions,  as  well  that  it  may  de- 
ter men  from  propagating  wickednefsdown 
to  their  pofterity,  as  that,  in  cafe  it  fliould 
not,  inveterate  evils  demand  a  fharper  re- 
medy. 

Certain  however  it  is,  that  God  never 
vifits  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  re- 
penting and  reformed  children  with  eter- 
nal punifhment.  In  this  fenfe  it  ever 
holds  true,  that  "  the  fon  (hall  not  bear 
"  the  iniquity  of  the  father,  but  the  foul 
•'  that  finneth  it  ihall  die  *."  If  indeed 
the  children  imitate  the  wickednefs  and 
crimes  of  their  fathers,  it  is  but  juft  and 
righteous  with  God  to  punifli  them  for 
their  own  fms.  They  who  inherit  their 
fathers'  tranfgreffions  may  juftly  inherit 
alfo  their  fathers'  puniftiment.  Be  it  how- 
ever obferved  that  God  puniihes  them, 
not  becaufe  they  are  then*  fathers'  fms,  but 
their  own. 

If  God  hath  threatened  to  punifh  the 
breach  of  this  commandment  to  the  third 
and  fourth  generation.  He  hath  likewife 
promifed  to  "  (hew  mercy  unto  ihoufands 
"  in  them  that   love  liim,  and  keep  his 

*Ez^.  xviii.  20. 
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**  commandments."  If  then  thofe  that  keep  i^is<^'- 
God  s  commanciments  are  lovers  or  Ljod  ^tv^^ 
(according  to  our  Saviour's  own  declara-, 
tion),  ".  He  that  hath  my  commandments 
*'  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth 
'*  me  *  :"  it  tbliows,  of  courl'e,  that  thole 
who  tranl'grel's  his  commandments  know- 
ingly and  wilfully,  are  haters  of  God,  and 
confeqiiently  liable  to  the  punilhment  an- 
nexed to  the  violation  of  this  law. 

Let  none  then,  plead  in  excufe  for 
themfelves,  that  they  have  not  time  or  abi- 
lity to  learn  what  God  requires  of  them 
for  the  attainment  of  everlalting  faivation, 
or  venture  their  fouls  upon  fo  Ihallow  a 
pretence.  ^Vhat  is  there  in  this  plain  pre-f 
cept  which  you  may  not  underftand,  and, 
with  the  help  of  God's  grace,  apply  to 
your  own  fpiritiral  edification  "^  If,  indeed, 
you  do  not  coniider  its  nature,  po\yer,  and 
extent,  and  apply  it  with  ferioufnefs  to 
your  own  hearts,  how  can  you  perfuade 
yourfelves  that  the  fault  is  any  where  but 
in  the  blindnefs  of  your  own  underftand- 
ings,  and  the  corruption  of  your  own  wills  ? 
Jt  is  a  fault,  chargeable  not  on  the  poor 

*  John  xiv.  21. 
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i>isc.  and  illiterate  only,  but  on  perfons  the  moft 
learned  and  philorophical.  How  apt  are 
they,  as  well  as  others,  to  forget  God,  and 
neglcft  any  ferious  application  of  divine 
truths  to  themfelves  ?  But  the  plain  rea- 
fon  why  one  man  knows  and  ferves  God 
more  than  another,  and  worfliips  Him  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth,  is  not  becaufe  one  is 
more  and  another  lefs  learned,  but  becaufe 
one  does,  and  another  does  not  choofe  to 
receive  the  truth  of  God's  holy  word  into 
his  heart.  It  will  be  readily  granted,  that 
the  laws  of  God  are  imparted  to  all  alike, 
and  equally  obligatory  upon  the  confci- 
ences  of  all  men  to  whom  they  have  been 
revealed,  be  their  ftate  and  condition  in  life 
what  it  may,  under  the  fanClion  of  eternal 
death.  Do  we  then  bring  our  hearts 
(however  mortifyiag  the  enquiry)  to  the 
touchftone  of  God's  holy  will  and  com- 
mandments ?  And  can  they  bear  witnefs 
in  our  behalf,  that  we  keep  a  ftri6l  watch 
over  ourfelves,  and  live  under  a  continual 
fenfe  of  the  divine  prcfence  and  authority, 
and  in  a  dependance  on  his  providential 
care  over  us  ?  And  in  all  our  fupplications 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  in  defiance  of  every 

fpecies 
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fpccies  of  idolatry  both  in  heart  and  lite,  ^^^.\^ 
do  we  ftrive  to  "  worOiip  God  in  fpirit  ^^,-^ 
"  and  in  truth  *,'*  not  with  the  fruith'fs 
tribute  of  hp-fervice,  but  in  the  voluntary 
inclination  of  our  will,  r.s  the  God  and  Fa- 
ther of  our  fpirits,  and  as  "  the  iiren^th  of 
"  our  heart  and  our  poilion  for  ever  jr'* 
Under  the  influence  of  fuch  a  practice,  we 
fliall  acknowledge  not  only  this,  but  every 
other  divine  precept  to  be  "  holy,  juit,  md 
"  good.|,*'  adapted  to  the  exaUalion  and 
purification  of  our  nature,  and  gradually 
qualifying  us  to  become  partakers  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  And,  in  the  mean 
time,  we  (hall  be  not  only  heartily  thankful 
that  He  hath  directed  our  feet  inio  the  * 
path  of  his  commandments,  but  careful  to 
walk  in  it,  as  becomes  the  children  of  light, 
"  having  no  fellowfhip  with  the  uniVuitiul 
"  works  of  darknefs  §,"  and  being  aflured 
by  the  infallible  promife  of  God  hin»leif, 
that  He  will  ihew  mercy  unto  tlieni  that 
love  Him,  and  keep  his  coniinarKiments 
through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrilt  our  Lord. 
To  whom,  &c.     Amen. 

♦  John  iv.  24.      |  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  26.      X  Rom.  vii.  12. 
%  Eph.  V.  11. 
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Thoujlialt  not  take  the  Name  of  the  Lord 
thy  God  in  vain^  for  the  Lord  will  not 
hold  him  guiltlefs  that  taketh  his  Naine 
in  vain, 

All  the  precepts  of  the  moral  law  have    disc. 
.  xxxviii 

relpecl  to  our  duty  either  to  God  or  man.  sU^,-*^' 

Tlie  commands  of  the  firfl  table  are  pre* 

fcribed  to   us  for   the   regulation   of  that 

homage  and  reverence  which  we  owe  to  the 

Supreme  Being. 

The  internal  worQiip  of  God,  with  the 

humbled  veneration  of  our  fouls,  and  moft 

fincere  affe6lions  of  our  hearts,  is  required 

wf  us  in  the  firft  comnmandment. 
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In  the  fecond  is  delineated  the  nature 
of  external  vvorlhip,  under  the  prohibition 
of  every  fpecies  of  idolatry  whether  in 
heart  or  life. 

The  third  precept  of  the  law  extends  to 
the  regulation  of  that  reverence  we  owe  to 
God  in  our  whole  converfation  and  de- 
portment. In  which  I  ihall  confider  tlic 
nature  of  the  prohibition,  and  the  threat- 
ning  denounced  againft  the  violation  of  it. 

It  may  be  ufeful  juft  to  premife  what  is 
meant  by  the  name  of  GoD.  It  is  ufually 
taken  in  Scripture  to  fignity  that  denomi- 
nation by  which  GoD  is  called,  and  by 
which  his  nature  and  perfedions  are  made 
known  to  mankind.  Names  are  impofed 
for  this  very  intent,  that  they  might  de- 
clare what  the  thing  is  to  which  the  name 
belongs.  Thus  when  God  had  created 
Adam,  and  made  him  the  lord  of  this  vi- 
fible  world,  he  caufed  the  beafts  of  the 
field,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air  to  pafs  be- 
fore him,  to  do  homage  to  their  new  fove- 
reign,  and  to  receive  their  names  from 
him,  which  according  to  the  perfe6iion  of 
liis  knowledge  aptly  ferved  to  exprefs  their 
feveral  natures,  and  were,  in  fa6l,  not  only 

names, 
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names,  but  definitions  of  their  refpe6live  .  pysc. 
properties.  So  when  we  read  of  the  ^^\^^, 
Names  of  God  in  Scripture,  they  are  all 
indicative  of  his  infinite  eflence  and  divine 
perfections.  Let  us  then  confider  what  it 
is  to  take  the  name  of  God  in  our  lips ;  it 
is  no  other  than  to  make  ufe  of  it,  either 
as  the  obje6l  of  our  thoughts,  or  the  fub- 
je6t  of  our  difcourfe. 

To  take  the  name  of  God  then  in  vain 
is  to  ufe  it  without  a  fit  end,  or  an  ade- 
quate purpofe,  without  due  confideration 
and  reverence,  and  in  an  improper  or  un- 
lawful a6lion. 

1.  Without  a  fit  purpofe.  The  end  al- 
ways fpecifies  the  aftion  :  if  the  end  be 
vain,  the  a6lion  muft  be  fo  too.  Now  there 
are  but  two  ends  which  can  juftify  the  ufe 
of  God's  name,  either  the  glory  of  God, 
the  edification  of  ourfelves,  or  the  good  of 
others.  Whatfoever  does  not  anfwer  one 
or  other  of  thefe  purpofes,  is  light  and  fri- 
volous, and  can  by  no  means  juftify  the 
mention  of  his  "  glorious  and  fearful 
**  Name  *,"  a  Name  fo  holy,  fo  reverend, 
and  fo   majeftic,  that  it  Ihould  never  be 

•  Deut.  xxviii.  58. 
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DISC,  uttered  but  where  the  fubjeft  of  the  dif*- 
'  courfe  is  ferious,  weighty,  and  impreffive* 
But,  alas  !  great  is  the  number  of  thofe 
Avho  profane  it  by  impious  execrations,  and 
horrid  blafphemies;  a  fm  the  more  heinous 
and  aggravated j  the  lefs  is  the  temptation 
to  it  either  of  pleafure  or  profit.  "  This 
"  is  an  iniquity  to  be  puniflied  by  the 
*'  judge  *,"  and  it  were  devoutly  to  be 
"Vviihed  that  the  laws  were  rigoroully 
executed  to  check  the  unreftrained  blaf-? 
phemies  of  fucli  profane  wretches,  the 
number  of  whom  is  every  where  fo  abun- 
dant, that  the  ftreets  refound  with  vollies 
of  oaths  and  execrations. 

Others  too  there  are  of  more  blamelefs 
life  and  converfatioU)  of  whom  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  their  familiar  difcourfe 
abounds  with  what  they  think  the  mere  in- 
nocent expletives  of — O  Loud  !  O  God  ! 
Let  all  fuch  feriouily  confider  what  end 
theypropofe  to  themfelves  in  thus  raflily 
riiaking  mention  of  that  great  and  terrible 
Name.  Is  their  convei^iation  at  all  times 
ih  ferious  as  to  jaftify  the  frequent  u("e  5f 
the  Name  id>f  the  ^reat  God  .''    Is  the  di- 

*  Job  XK*7*  OS. 
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)-e6l  tendency  of  their  difcourfe  to  advance  .  ^i^.^- 
his  honour  and  glory  ?  Or  does  it  at  ?\\\^/-^ 
promote  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  their 
hearers  ?  If  fo,  then  indeed  the  name  of 
the  Lord  our  Gou  can  never  be  more 
appropriate.  But  if  it  ferves  only  to  ex- 
prefs  fome  foolifli  aftoniihment,  or  idle  cu~ 
riofity,  it  is  fuch  a  profanation  of  that 
holy  and  reverend  Name,  for  which 
"  God  will  not  hold  them  guiltlefs." 

Whenever  therefore  you  make  mention 
of  the  name  of  the  Lord  your  God,  you 
ought  ferioufly  to  ponder  his  infinite  great- 
nefs  and  glory,  and  bow  your  hearts  m  the 
the  deepeft'proftration  before  Him,  to  whom 
all  the  powers  in  heaven  and  earth  pay  ho- 
mage with  the  moft  profound  adoiation. 

But  is  it  poffible  for  thole  who  indifcri- 
minately  take  the  Name  of  God  in  their 
mouths,  to  utter  it  with  reverence,  when 
all  the  remainder  of  their  difcouri'e  is  no- 
thing but  levity  and  folly  ?  And  Ihould 
they  be  reproved  for  it,  are  they  not  apt  to 
allege  the  very  aggravation  of  their  crime, 
the  want  of  confideration,  or  an  unmeaning 
embelliQiment  in  converfatipn  ?  But  is  that 
a  Name  to  b^  (ported  with?  "  Sport,"  as 

an 
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XXXVIII  ^"  eminent  Divine  has  obferved,  "  with 
^•'^-^  "  whom  ?  The  Creator  and  Lord  of  the 
"  univerfe  !  before  whom  the  higheft  or- 
"  ders  of  celeftial  Beings  fall  down  and  wor- 
"  Ibip  *  ?"  "  Whom  no  man  can  fee  and 
*'  Hve  -j-  ?"  Is  he  a  fubje6l  for  fport  ? 
and  to  be  tofled  to  and  fro  upon  every  light 
and  vain  tongue  ?  The  tongue  of  man  is 
called  his  glory,  "  Awake  up  my  glory  J," 
faith  thePfalmift,  and  (hall  the  glory  of  man 
be  the  diflionour  of  God  ?  When  there- 
fore you  fpeak  of  God,  without  confider- 
ing  how  great,  how  glorious,  and  how  ex- 
cellent a  Being  He  is,  how  holy,  juft,  and 
powerful,  you  do  but  make  Him  a  bye- 
word,  and  cad  the  higheft  contempt,  and 
mod  impious  indignity  on  his  divine  Ma- 
jefty.  Surely  then  one  of  the  heft  means 
of  refraining  from  this  evil  habit,  to  which 
fo  many  are  addicted,  is  ferioufly  to  con- 
fider  whofe  Name  it  is,  even  the  Name  of 
the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  who 
is  every  where  prefent,  and  hears  every 
word  upon  your  tongue.  That  God,  in 
comparifon  of  whom   the    very   angels  in 

•  Sec  Dr.  Ogdeu's  iixth  Sermon,  vol.  2. 
t  Exod.  xxxiii.  20.  t  Pfalm  Ivii.  8. 
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heaven  are  not  pure,  that  God,  who   is  .disc. 
jealous  of  his  honour,  and  will  one    day  \^-^w 
execute  his  wrath  on  the  delpifers  of  his 
Name. 

A  dill  higher  aggravation  of  this  offence 
is,  when  the  Name  of  God  is  ufed  in  an 
unlawful  a6lion  to  confirm  a  falfehood  by 
perjury.  For  what  greater  guilt  can  be 
conceived  than  to  make  God  bear  open 
tellimony  to  an  untruth  ?  To  this  end 
Agur  deprecated  the  hardlhips  of  poverty, 
no  lefs  than  the  temptations  of  fuperHuous 
riches,  "  left,"  faith  he,  "  I  be  poor  and 
"  fteal,and  take  the  Name  of  my  God  in 
"  vain  *  ;"  that  is,  left  poverty  fliould  urge 
him  to  fteal,  and  fear  of  fliame  or  punilh- 
ment  ftiould  tempt  him  to  fwear  by  the 
Name  of  God,  that  he  had  not  done  it. 
An  oath  is  the  confirmation  of  an  affertion 
by  calling  upon  God  to  attefl;  the  truth  of 
it,  and  Ihould  be  taken  in  truth,  in  judg- 
ment, and  in  righteoufnefs,  for  "  He  that 
"  fweareth  in  the  earth,  ftiall  Iv/ear  by  the 
"  God  of  truth  -f-.'*  It  highly  behoves 
every  one  therefore  to  coniider  whether 
his  depofition  be  true  or  falfe,  and  to  be 

•  ProT.  xxK.  9.  f  Ifaiah  Ixv.  l6. 
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T)isQ.    fullv  afiiired  beforehand  that  his  atteftation 
sxxviii.  .      "      ,        ,^  1         r 

IS  truth,     ior  a  man  may  be   guilty  or 

perjury  in  fwearing  that  which  is  true,  if 
he  either  beheve  it  to  be  otherwife,  or  be 
doubtful  about  it«  And  therefore  he  that 
is  authoritatively  called  upon  to  take  an 
oath,  muft  be  careful  that  his  words  coin- 
cide with  his  fentiments,  and  the  fad  cor- 
roborate his  words; 

A  lawful  oath  mufl  alfo  be  taken  in 
judgment,  L  e.  difcreetly  and  deliberately, 
pondering  with  ourfelves  before  we  take  it, 
whether  the  matter  itfelf  be  right  and  good, 
and  the  end  jultifiable.  For  there  are  but 
two  ends,  as  we  obferved^  which  canjuftify 
an  oath  J  the  one  for  the  benefit  of  ourfelves 
or  othersj  the  next  for  the  glory  of  God. 
"VVhofoever  therefore  {hall  fwear  without  a 
due  confideration  of  thefe  ends,  and  with- 
out a  holy  and  fincere  defire  to  accomplifli 
them  by  his  oath,  fvvears  raftily  and  with- 
out judgment. 

An  oath  muft  likewife  be  taken  hi 
righteoufnef'j  or  juftice..  Let  no  one  there- 
fore prefume  to  bind  himfelf  by  an  oath  or 
folemn  vow  to  do  things  that  are  eitiier 
impofllble    or  finfuL   for  by  fo  doing,  he 

mult 
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muft  either  violate  the  command  of  prsc. 
God,  or  his  own  oath.  The  Jews  who  i^^.^ 
combined  together  againft  Paul,  and 
"  bound  themielves  under  a  curie  neither 
"  to  eat  or  drink,  till  they  had  killed 
"  him  *,'*  took  not  only  an  unlawful,  but  a 
moft  iniquitous  oath.  For  the  fame  rea- 
fon  every  oath  -which  engages  men  to  fe- 
ditious  and  rebellious  pra6lices  is  in  itfelf 
unlawful,  and  the  obligation  incurred  there- 
by is  only  to  repent  of  it,  and  renounce  it 
as  foon  as  poffible. 

According  to  the  tenour  of  the  quahfi- 
cations  above  ftated  ftiould  every  oath  be 
regulated,  or  in  itfelf  it  is  unlawful,  and  ari 
horrid  contempt  of  the  holy  and  reverend 
Name  of  God.  The  divine  Lawgiver  and 
Judge,  who  has  annexed  a  peculiar  threat 
to  this  commandment,  is  Himielf,  we  ihould 
remember,  a  witnefs  to  every  violation  of 
it;  He  bears  indeed  with  our  offences,  but 
He  notes  every  one  of  them ;  and  though 
He  be  long-fuffering,  He  is  alfo  juft  and 
true,  and  "  will  by  no  means  clear  the 
**  guilty  -f-."  His  fentence  is  not  always 
executed  fpeedily,   and  may  therefore,  by 

*  A(ft3  xxiii.  12.  t  Exodus  xxxiv.  7. 
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i>isc-    timely    repentance    be    prevented.      But 

WX\  III.  «/  r  r 

s^.-w  without  this,  the  ftroke,  however  flow,  is 
inevitable.  Delay  is  no  lecurity.  On  the 
contrary,  the  longer  the  divine  patience 
ipares  us,  lo  much  the  more  heinous  is 
our  guilt  if  we  repent  not,  and  the  heavier 
muft  be  our  puniflmient.  However  free 
we  may  be  from  the  dread  of  any  human 
tribunal,  however  the  divine  vengeance 
may  {lumber  for  a  feafon,  it  will  be  impof- 
fible  to  eicape,  fmce  "  He  who  cannot 
"  lie  V  bath  faid,  "  the  Lord  will  not 
"  hold  him  guiltlefs." 

The  time  will  come  when  impious  mirth 
will  be  turned  into  mourning,  the  laughter 
of  fcofifers  into  tears.  Their  profane  oaths 
they  would  then  gladly  convert  into  fup- 
plications  and  prayers,  which  now  indeed 
might  be  heard,  but  will  then  gain  no  ad- 
mittance at  the  throne  of  divine  mercy. 
Or  rather,  fmce  the  day  of  grace  will  be 
pad,  and  even  repentance  be  then  in  vain, 
they  may  continue  in  the  courfe  they  have 
now  chofen,  imprecations  and  blafphemies 
may  ftill  be  their  employment,  defpair 
their   refuge,   and  accurfed  fpirits,  whom 

♦  Tit.  i.  C. 

they 
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thev  have   rel'embled   on  earUi,    be    their    i^i'^c. 

•^  .  -  11  •         XWVllL 

companions  and  tormentors  to  all  eternity,  s^^-w 
Such  then  being  the  nature,  aggravation, 
and  punifliment  of  this  lin,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  fuggeft  Ibnie  arguments  by  way 
of  apphcation,  to  difluade  you  from  the 
commiflion  of  fo  palpable  a  breach  of  the 
divine  law,  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  fay 
whether  the  folly  or  impiety  is  the  greater. 
Conlider  then,  1  befeech  you,  the 
fprings  and  caufes  of  this  prevailing  ini- 
quity. Confider  the  fource  to  which 
our  Blefifed  Saviour  himfelf  refers  it. 
"  Let  your  communication,"  faith  he, 
**  be  yea,  yea,  nay,  nay,  for  whatfo- 
"  ever  is  more  than  thefe  conieth  of 
"  evil  *.''  And  no  doubt  the  root  cannot 
be  good,  which  beareth  iiich  corrupt  fruit. 
Sometimes  it  proceeds  from  levity  and 
wantonnefs  of  mind  ;  fometimes  from  an- 
ger and  paflion ;  fometimes  from  pride 
•and  imperioufnefs ;  fometimes  from  de- 
bauchery and  drunkennels;  and  not  unfre- 
quently  from  licentioufnefs  and  irreligion. 
And  if  fuch  are  tlie  caufes,  what  muit  be 
theeftects?    Will  one  crime  warrant  and 

♦  Matt.  V.  37. 

autlio- 


l6d  On  Common  Swearing . 

DISC,     authorize  another  ?  Such  principles  then  as- 

XXXVIII.  .      •  . 

would  even  i'poil  a  good  aftion,  muft  furely 
very  much  aggravate  a  had  one,  and  ren- 
der '*  lin  exceeding  finful  *." 

Again,  conlider  that  of  all  fins  this  is 
the  leall  alluring;  it  carries  along  with  it 
neither  temptation  or  gratification  ;  it  an- 
Iwers  no  end,  nor  turns  to  any  account ; 
it  neither  recreates  any  fenfe,  or  indulges 
any  appetite  ;  it  is  attended  neither  with 
pleafure,  or  profit,  or  honour ;  fo  that  of 
all  crimes  it  admits  of  the  leaft  palliation. 
Certainly  no  natural  inftin^l  prompts  a  man 
to  curfe  or  fwear.  The  common  fwearer 
therefore  enjoys  no  pleafure,  nor  obtains  any 
advantage  from  it;  he  is  wicked  only  for 
wicked nefs'  fake,  and  like  Ahab,  "  felleth 
"  himfelf  to  work  wickedneis  in  the  light 
"  of  the  LoRD-j-."  And  as  this  lin  is 
hurtful  to  a  man's  felf  without  any  recom- 
pence,  fo  it  derogates  from  his  credit,  and 
fruilrates  its  own  intention,  (if  there  be 
any  intention  in  a  profane  oath)  of  render- 
ing him  more  credible,  and  perhaps  gain- 
ing him  the  reputation  of  wit  and  courage. 
But  will  any  reafonable  and  good  man  be- 

♦  Rom,  vii,  3.  -f  1  Kings  xxii.  25. 

lieve 
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lieve  you  the  fooner  for  a  rafli  oath  ?  No 
nor  lb  loon  :  it  is  a  tacit  acknowledgment  ^^ 
on  yonr  part,  that  you  do  not  think  your 
word  lutiicient  without  an  oath  ;  and  can 
you  wonder  that  others  fliould  fulpecl  your 
veracity,  when  you  leem  to  quellion  it 
yourleh'?  The  word  of  a  Chriftian  fliould 
at  all  limes  be  as  lacred  as  his  oath.  If 
his  communication  be  juft  and  true,  there 
is  no  need  of  an  oath  to  confirm  it,  and 
if  it  be  not,  an  oath  will  not  make  it  bet- 
ter. A  man  of  real  good  chara6ler  will 
always  be  believed  upon  his  own  word,  and 
a  man  of  ill  fame  will  not  be  credited  even 
by  the  ftrongeit  and  m.oft  foleran  allevera- 
tions. 

]\Ioreover  the  condant  ufc  of  an  oath 
leflens  its  reverence,  weakens  its  facred 
authority,  and  opens  the  door  to  all  kinds 
of  perjurv,  which  is  the  necefliiry  confe- 
quence  of  frequent  fwearing.  How  is  it 
poffible  for  a  man  to  adulterate  his  con- 
verfation  with  impious  blafphemics,  and  at 
the  fame  time  pay  any  religious  regard  to 
an  oath  in  a  court  of  judicature  ?  If  ho 
can  thus  daily  blaf[)heme  the  Name  of  his 
Gou  for  nothing,  is  it  likely  he  will  fcruple 

VOL.  lu  M  to 
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DISC,  to  do  it  when  it  may  be  for  his  own  or  his 
friend's  advantage  ?  Such  famiharity  with 
oaths  will  breed  a  contempt  of  them,  and 
how  much  this  will  affect  the  interefts  of 
mankind,  and  fhake  the  pillars  of  civil  fo- 
ciety,  and  make  even  its  foundations  to 
tremble,  no  wife  man  needs  to  be  in- 
formed. So  that  it  is  no  lefs  prejudicial 
to  fociety,  than  the  higheft  affront,  and 
groffeft  indignity  to  Almighty  God.  Be 
aflured  therefore  that  as  the  offence  is 
great,  great  indeed  will  be  the  punifhment. 
Strive  then  to  pofiefs  your  hearts  with  aw- 
ful apprehenfions  of  the  greatnefs  and  ma- 
jefty  of  God.  It  will  be  a  ftrong  pre- 
fervative  from  the  breach  of  this  com- 
mandment. Are  heaven  and  earth  full 
of  the  Majefty  of  his  glory,  and  (hall 
man  who  is  bat  "  dufl  and  aflies  *," 
dare  to  caft  fuch  indignity  upon  his 
holy  Name,  as  to  call  the  great  Jeho- 
vah from  his  throne  to  witnefs  every 
vain  and  idle  word  upon  his  tongue  ? 
Would  you  fo  ferve  any  fellow-creature 
whom  you  refpe^;  and  revere  ?  Would 
not  even  he  take  it  as  an  aftront  ?    How 

*  Gen.  xviii.  27. 
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much    more    then   the   Lord   of  heaven  .P^-c- 
and  earth,   before  whom  the  very  angels  ^.^.-^^* 
hide    their    faces,     and    "  cry    day    and 
"  night,  II ol}^  Holy,  Holy  Lord  God 
*'  iVlmighty  *  ?'' 

To  whom,  with  the  Son  and  with 
the  Holy  Choft,  three  perfons  and  one 
God,  be  afcribed  all  honour  and  glory, 
adoration  and  praife,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

^  Rev.  iv,  8. 
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Hememher  the  Sahhath-J)ai/  to  keep  it 
lloln. 

W  E  are  now  arrived,  in  purfuance  of  disc 
our  intended  plan,  at  the  contemplation  of 
the  fourth  and  laft  Commandment  of  the 
firft  table  ;  a  plain  and  practical  expofition 
of  ^vhich  will  clofe  the  confideration  of 
thofe  duties  which  have  an  immediate  re- 
ference to  the  worlhip,  love,  and  fervice  of 
Almighty  God.  And  as  each  divine 
command  comprizes  an  infinite  excellency 
oF  moral  perfection,  fo  there  are  no  lefs 
marks  ot"  heavenly  wildom  in  the  difpofition 
and  arrangement  of  them.  On  lerious 
II  3  reflec- 


166  SanBification  of  the  Sabbath. 

reflexion  we  may  well  conclude  they  are 
the  contrivance  of  infinite  wirdom,  no  lefs 
than  the  abfolute  imprefs  of  the  finger  of 
God. 

We  have  already  remarked,  (and  I  hope 
the  injunction  of  the  prophet  of  "  line 
"  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept  *," 
will  juftity  the  inculcation,)  that  the  firft 
Commandment  requires  that  inward  vene- 
ration of  the  one  true  God  in  the  fmcereft 
love,  higheft  efteem,  and  moft  unfeigned 
afFeftions  of  a  pious  foul. 

The  fecond  enjoins  the  external  expref- 
fions  of  this  reverence  in  the  proftration  of 
the  body,  and  other  a6ls  of  vihble  worfhip; 
for  though  God  chiefly  regards  the  heart, 
and  the  frame  and  difpofition  of  the  in- 
ward man,  yet  He  is  not  unobfervant  of 
the  due  compofure  of  the  body,  as  a  tefti- 
mony  of  the  foul's  iincerity  ;  and  as  tliis 
requires  us  to  honour  the  divine  Majefty 
in  our  outward  wordiipand  deportment,  fo 

The  third  requires  us  to  glorify  the 
holy  and  reverend  Name  of  God  in  our 
fpeech  and  converfation,  and  never  to 
make  mention  of  it  but  with  that  prepol- 

*  Ifaiah  xxviii.  10* 

feffioii 
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leffioii  of  holy  awe  and  religious  dread, 
which  may  compoie  us  into  a  fuitable  de- 
meanour of  gravity  and  ferioufnefs.  And 
becaufe  Jehovah  is  a  God  of  order,  and 
takes  delight  in  every  work  and  inftitution 
of  his  own,  He  hath  therefore  fubjoined 
another  pohtive  precept,  concerning  -the 
time  in  which  lie  prefcribes  the  former 
duties  to  be  more  efpecially  tendered  to 
Him,  -and  this  is  that  \thich  now  comes 
under  our  confideration. 

"  Remember  the  Sabbath-day  to  keep  it 
"  holy."  In  which  words  it  is  obvious  to 
examine  the  reafon  and  inftitution  of  the 
command  itfelf,  the  morality,  change,  and 
enforcement  of  the  8abl)ath,  together  with 
fuch  practical  obfervations  as  refult  from 
the  lubjeft. 

It  pleafed  God,  for  many  wife  reafons, 
and  among  others  for  a  perpetual  memo- 
rial to  man,  to  employ  fix  days  in  the 
creation  of  the  world,  and  to  blefs  the 
feventh  day  and  fanclify  it.  Accordingly 
He  diftinguilhed  it  as  the  Sabbath-day,  or 
period  of  his  cefiation  from  that  work 
which  He  had  accompliQied  for  the  benefit 
of  man,  and  for  his  own  glory  ;  and  ap- 
M  4  pointed 
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\\\i\    poi^^t^d   a   folemn  memorial  of  his  reft  to 
•— v-^   be  perpetuated   by  the   fcparation  of  one 
clay  in  feven  throughout  all  tutu  re  ages  of 
the  world. 

So  likewife  in  procefs  of  time  God  en- 
joined the  children  of  Ifrael,  in  memory 
of  their  deliverance  from  Egyptian  bon- 
dage, to  obferve  a  feventh  day  of  reft,  or 
Sabbath,  and  to  coniecrate  it  to  religious 
purpofes.  Such  were  the  nature  and  fpe- 
cial  reafons  for  the  ordinance  of  the  Sab- 
bath in  reference  to  the  feveral  periods  of 
its  primitive  inftitution,  until  it  was  again 
invigorated  with  new  authority  by  the  pro- 
mulgation of  it  from  Mount  Sinai. 

The  general  ground  of  its  morality  and 
perpetual  obligation  in  this  refpect  is  mani^ 
felt,  that  a  provifion  was  thus  made  for  a 
fpafonable  refpite  from  the  labour  and  bu- 
fmefs  of  the  world,  and  a  ituted  oppor^ 
tunity  furnidied  for  the  celebration  of  pub- 
lic worlhip  and  other  religious  duties. 

Thefe  motives  for  theoblervation  of  the 
Sabbath,  are  in  fome  fenlb  obligatory  in 
all  ages.  The  memorial  of  the  creation 
concerns  all  men  in  all  periods  of  the 
world,  and  deferves  their  puiidilious  re?, 

gard, 
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gard.  The  dtlivcrancc  from  I'gvpt  ilioukl 
alib  remind  us  of  our  redemption  from 
the  bondage  of  llu  and  Satan,  and  the  ex- 
prefs  injun6^ion  of  a  foaibn  to  be  ajjpro- 
priated  to  the  folemn  worihip  and  iervice 
of  Ahiiiglity  God  under  the  Jaw,  is  un- 
questionably of  uni\erlal  and  })erpetual 
obhgation. 

No  behever  will  denv  that  a  realbnable 
portion  of  our  tmie  is  of  natural  and  moral 
right  due  to  the  Iervice  and  worihip  of  our 
great  Creator.  For  what  can  he  mure 
reafonable  than  that  that  Being,  who  is  the 
Author  of  our  exiftence,  our  time,  and 
our  talents,  ihouid  have  a  large  lliare  of 
them  dedicated  to  his  own  honour  and 
fervice  ?  If  the  queftion  had  been  pro- 
pounded to  us,  how  much  of  our  tune  we 
would  have  voluntarily  dedicated  to  God, 
could  we  without  ibame  and  confufion  have 
furrcndered  lels  than  lie  llimJelf  hath 
choien  to  appoint  ?  The  law  of  nature  in- 
deed doth  not  dictate  to  us  any  particular 
days  to  be  fet  apart  for  the  worfliip  of  Al- 
mighty God  more  than  other,  and  there- 
fore there  is  a  memento  prefixed  to  the 
command  ;   Ixemtmber  that  thou  keep  holy 

the 
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\x\?x    ^^  Sabbath-day,  which  is    not  added   to 

>-»^«^w  any  other  precept,  intimating  to  us,   that 

the  oblervation    of  a  ipecial  day   is   not  a 

di6tate  of  nature,  but  a  politive  injundion 

of  the  God  of  nature. 

And  that  the  feventh,  in  preference  to 
any  other  day,  (hould  be  thus  confecrated 
to  the  honour  of  God  is  his  pofitive  will 
and  command,  and  therefore  is  as  obliga- 
tory upon  the  confcience,  as  if  it  were  a 
law  of  nature  engraven  on  the  heart,  unlefs 
the  fame  divine  authority  which  firft  en- 
joined it,  had  thought  proper  to  alter  or 
repeal  it. 

This  declaration  of  the  will  of  God, 
concerning  the  fanftification  of  the  Jewifli 
Sabbath,  is  likewife  ftrengthened  by  a  mo- 
ral reafon,  becaufe  God  himlelf  refted  on 
the  feventh  day,  and.  therefore  we  ought 
to  follow  his  example.  Aicertained  of  this 
fa6l  by  the  re\ealed  word  of  God,  we  may 
dilcern  a  litncfs  in  it  for  our  imitation,  par- 
ticularly as  the  Chriftian  dilpenfation  en- 
forces every  part  of  the  moral  law,  and  re- 
quires us  to  imitate  God  as  far  as  our  frail 
nature  will  admit. 

Since  then  the  oblervation  of  a  Sabbath 

is 
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is  founded  in  reafon,  in  morality,  and  in 
the  poiitive  \\\\\  of  God,  it  mull  be 
equally  incumbent  upon  us  as  well  as  on 
the  Jews  to  keep  it  holy,  although  the  day 
may  difter  from  theirs  as  to  the  particular 
circumltances  of  duty. 

AVhat  thole  circumltances  are,  under 
the  new  economy  ot"  the  Gofpel,  it  may 
be  proper  to  inquire. 

The  Chriftian  Sabbath,  (or  what  we 
now  more  properly  call  the  Loin.)*s  day,) 
differs  from  the  Jewilb,  becaufe  that  was 
in  fome  refpecfs  only  a  matter  of  cere- 
mony and  a  "  fliadow  of  good  things  to 
"  come  *,"  repre fen  ting  a  ceflation  from 
the  works  of  fm  here,  and  that  ftate  oi 
eternal  "  reft  which  remaineth  for  the 
"  people  of  God -i*"  hereafter.  The  time 
alio,  which  is  to  be  hallowed  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  public  worftiip  and  religion^  was 
changed  under  the  miniftration  of  the  Gof- 
pel from  the  laft  to  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  becaufe  on  that  day  Chrift  rofe  from 
the  grave.  The  facred  duties  of  the  Sab- 
bath were  therefore  tranflated  to  that 
feafon   of    gladnefs,    which  was   digniiied 

*  II<b.  X.  1.  "^IhkX.  iv.  9. 

with 
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uith  the  diftins^uiflied  title  of  the  Lord's 
day. 

The  prime  obje6ls  of  devotion  and  reh- 
<rious  dutv,  to  which  the  Sabbath  \vas  ori- 
ginall}^  coufecrated,  are  now  much  height- 
ened and  improved  by  the  memorial  of 
Chrift's  refurrcclion  ;  and  as  the  inftitution 
itielf  was  of  divine  appointment,  fo  is  alfo 
the  change  of  it. 

As  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth 
refted  iVom  his  work  on  the  laft  da}-  of  the 
week,  fo  the  Author  of  our  Salvation  refted 
from  his  labours,  and  forrows,  and  afflic- 
tions, on  the  day  in  which  He  accom- 
pliQied  ihe  work  of  our  redemption,  and 
evinced  its  completion  by  his  refurrcclion 
from  the  dead.  Thus  did  the  Lord's 
day  become  hallowed  throughout  all  fu- 
ture ages,  and  the  Apoliles  confirmed  the 
obfervation  of  it  both  by  their  writings 
and  uniform  praftice  ;  and,  praifed  be  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnefs  in  this  initance,  it 
hath  now  obtained  fuch  an  inviolable 
itamp  of  divinity  upon  it,  as  not  only 
to  be  celebrated  on  this  day  by  all  the 
Churches  of  Chriflendom,  but,  hke  the 
laws  of  the  Medes  and  l^erfians,  not  to 

admit 
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admit  of  any  alteration  to  the  entl  of  the    disc. 

■^  NXMX. 

world.  ^-*-,^i-' 

There  is  no  need  of  adducing  any  ex- 
prefs  command  of  Clirift  for  this  change  ; 
it  is  fulUcient,  if  by  necelVary  confeqiience, 
it  may  be  deduced  from  the  New  'ietia- 
ment.  Many  exprefs  parages  in  it  war- 
rant the  aheration.  The  /ir(t  day  of  the 
week  is  mentioned  as  the  dated  time  for 
Chriftians  to  meet  together,  to  pre-ach,  to 
hear,  and  to  break  bread  in  the  holy  Sa- 
crament of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  to 
perform  other  duties  of  Religion.  "  Upon 
"  the  firft  day  of  the  week  when  the  l)if- 
"  ciples  came  together  to  break  bread, 
"  Paul  preached  to  them  *."  By  tliis 
may  clearly  be  inferred,  that  the  Iblemn 
aflemblies  of  Chriltians  were  then  cele- 
brated on  this  day;  the  Jewhh  Sabbalh 
was  beginning  to  decline,  and  the  Chrit- 
tian  Sabbath,  or  Lord's  day,  to  be  fub- 
flituted  in  its  place. 

The  fubftance  then  of  what  has  been 
ftated  on  this  important  fubjeft,  is  com- 
prized in  the  following  particulars,  namely, 
that  a  certain  portion  of  time  was  to    be 

'  A^s  XX,  7. 

fet 
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fet  apart  for  the  \vorflilp  of  the  great  Ci'ea- 
tor  of  hea\  en  and  earth  ;  this  being  the 
7noral  part  of  the  commandment,  that  this 
portion  uas  determined  to  be  one  day  of 
reft  after  fix  of  labour,  in  remembrance  of 
God's  ceafmg  from  his  work  of  creation, 
and  this  forming  the  other  or  pojitive  part 
of  the  precept,  that  the  Jews  by  virtue  of 
a  fpecial  injan6lion  commemorated  their 
dehverance  from  bondage  by  the  fame  or- 
dinance ;  and  that  the  Chriftian  Church, 
mindful  of  the  chief  end  of  its  inititution, 
commemorates  alfo  at  the  fame  time 
Ch rift's  glorious  refurrection,  and  therefore 
transferred  it  from  the  fe\  entli  to  the  firft 
day  of  the  week.     Lafily, 

Tiie  enforcement  of  the  Lord's  day,  or 
tiie  manner  in  which  it  oucrht  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  concern, 
the  knowledge  of  which  we  fiiall  beft  be 
able  to  afcertain  by  following  the  dictate  of 
reafon  and  the  rule  of  Scripture. 

The  precept  itfelf  alludes  to  a  two-fold 

fanctification  of  the  day,  the  one  which  it 

vlialh  already  received  from  God,  the  other 

which  it  oiight  to  receive  from  man.     The 

former  is  properly  affigned  the  reafon  and 

motive 
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motive  of  the  latter  :  "  The  Loud  bklR-d 
"  the  ieventh  day,  and  hallowed  it."  A 
higher  dignity  and  more  diiiinguiihed  pri- 
vilege was  coni'cquently  bcitowed  on  that 
day  ill  which  CioD  choie  to  reft  from  the 
works  of  creation,  and  on  Avhich  He  re- 
quires us  to  reft  from  the  works  of  our  or- 
dinary vocations.  For  to  hallow  is  to  let 
apart  any  thing  from  profane  and  comnioa 
to  facred  and  fpiritual  ul'es.  It  OLi^ht 
therefore  to  be  dedicated  to  the  glory  of 
God,  the  edification  of  our  own  fouls,  and 
the  fpiritual  improvement  of  thofe  com- 
mitted to  our  care.  Exempt  from  all  fer- 
vile  labour,  and  devoted  to  fueh  fpiritual 
and  celeftial  emplovments,  it  might  truly 
be  denominated,  as  it  has  been  by  one*  of 
the  primitive  Fathers  of  the  Church,  "  the 
"  Prince  and  Sovereign  of  days  *,"  Eter- 
nity itlelf  would  then  claim  the  preference 
only  in  point  of  duration.  In  the  ring 
and  circle  of  the  week,  the  Lord's  day 
would  be  efteemed  the  moft  precious  jewel, 
a  jewel  of  ineftimable  value,  as  it  is  the 
ordinary  means  of  our  more  effectual  ianc- 
titication,  of  greater  fupplies  of  the  Spirit, 

*  Ignatius  Epift.  ad  Magiu.fios.  ' 

and 
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and  of  a  freer  communication  of  the  Di- 
vine grace  and  prefencc  in  the  appointed 
ordinances  of  rehgion.  In  it  we  may  ex- 
pe6l  with  more  confident  faith  a  greater 
portion  of  fpiritual  bleliings,  when  both 
the  ordinances  and  the  day  are  confe- 
crated  to  the  fervice  of  God.  In  this 
fenfe  God  may  be  faid  to  blefs  and  fanc- 
tity  the  Sabbath,  becaule  on  that  day  He 
blefieth  and  fanctifieth  us. 

It  is  evident  then,  both  from  reafon  and 
Scripture,  that  the  reft  which  was  appro- 
priated from  the  beginning,  to  the  Sab- 
bath, and  the  ceflation  from  ordinary  la- 
bours and  purfuits,  were  enforced  for  the 
Ipecial  purpofe  of  exercifmg  the  duties 
of  rehgious  worfliip,  and  eltabhihing  the 
heart  in  the  pra6liee  of  true  piety.  But 
is  this  the  general  behaviour  of  thofe 
who  call  themfelves  Chriilians,  M'hile  fome 
are  employing  the  holy  hours  in  the .  ac- 
tual concerns  of  bufy  life,  while  others, 
among  the  lower  claffes,  are  going  from 
home  to  concert  plans  of  bufmefs  for  the 
following  week,  or  fpenchng  the  day  in 
idle  and  impertinent  vifits  ?  And  not  a 
Hw  are  wafimg  the  precious  hours  in  fet- 
tling 
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hnz  their  accounts,  and  have  their  heads    t)tsc. 
°        .  ,  .        ,  xxxix. 

and   their  hearts   too  filled    with  fchemcs  '^^r^ 

of  fucular  pleafare  or  profit  ?  It  is  of  very 
little  fignificatiori  to  confider  the  Chril- 
tian  Sahhath  merely  as  a  day  of  reft, 
unlefs  it  be  alio  a  day  of  religious  de- 
votion. , 

None  are  fo  ignorant  as  to  require  to 
be  renjinded,  "  that  the  refpite  which  is 
"  furniihed  from  the  cares  and  purfuits  of 
"  the  world  on  the  .Vunday,  is  intended  to 
'*  promote  the  interefts  of  religion,  and  to 
"  fupply  a  proper  feafon  when  the  great 
"  truths  of  the  world  to  come  may  be  fe- 
"  rioully  contemplated,     lo    keep  a  day 

^/"  of  feli,  and  not  to  hallow  it,  would  be 
"  to    hold  a   Sabbath   altogether  flothful 

..".and  irrational.     Let  us  then  mark  dif- 

^,"  tir)6tly,  the  peculiar  duties  and  exprei- 
'*  lions    of    the   mind    and    conduct,    by 

^.,*f  which  thefe  referves  of  time   fliould  be 
"  devo.ted  to  religious  purpoies,  and  con- 

^^"  fecrated  to  the    name   and   memory  of 

^  "  our  blelled  Redeemer  *.'' 

I'be  firft  duty  then  to  be  performed  on 
the  Lord's  day,   are   v»orks  of  piety,   as 

Jj.^    *  See  Archdeacon  Pott's  Sermon  on  the  Lord's  day. 

iCsr.voL.  II.  N  peculiar 


ji 
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T^TSC.    peculiar  to  the  clay  :   not  only  the  outward 
observance  of  pul)lic  worfliip,  but  the  in- 
ward  operations  of    the    mind,   heavenly 
nuxlitations,  private  prayer,  fpi ritual  affec- 
tions, and  i'erious  perufal  of  the  word   ot 
God.     Whatever  may  conduce  to  acquire 
or   to   difpenfe    the    knowledge   of  divine 
truth,  what<iver  tends   to  cbcriili  habits  of 
piety  and  ferioufnefs,  are  eminently  pro- 
per duties  of  the  day.     Let  it  not  then  be 
pleaded    in   excufe,   by   any   who  profef^ 
tiiemfclvesChrirtians,that  thefe  are  dull  and 
infipid  performances,  fit  only  for  monaftic 
folitude  and  unfocial  referve.     But  if  the 
attention  of  many  cannot  be  kept  up  to  the 
contemplation  of  i'erious  fubje6ts  through 
this  ihort  portion  of  their  lives,  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  may  therefore   be  fet  at 
liberty  to  engage  in  any  common  occupa- 
tion or  diverlion.    If  they  dechne  the  more 
immediate    otlices   of  religion,   when  the 
holy  feafon   offers,  ftiall   they  prefume  to 
make  their  own  neglects  of  duty,  and  the 
vacancy  occafioncd  by  them,  a  realbn  for 
recurring,  in  fpile  of  all  decorum  and  pro* 
priety,  to  employments   which   would   iii- 
tirely  baniih  every  token  of  reverence  and 

ferious 
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ferious  recolleclion  ?  God  forbid  !  Let  us 
contend,  in  defiance  of  fuch  impious  mock- 
ery, that  the  Sabbaths  of  the  Lord  God 
Almighty  ilmll  be  i'an6lified  on  earth. 

The  next  duty  appropriate  to  a  right 
fanctification  of  the  Sabbath  are  works  cf 
neceffity.  Such,  for  example,  without 
which  we  cannot  fubiift,  or  not  well  fub- 
fift,  or  any  acl  by  which  we  may  prevent 
any  great  detriment  either  to  our  perfons 
or  eftates.  The  Jews,  indeed,  were  fo 
fcrupulous,  as  to  fuller  themfelves  to  be 
aflaulted  and  "  (lain  by  their  enemies  *," 
rather  than  lift  up  a  weapon  on  the  Sab- 
bath to  repel  them,  till  IMattathias,  the 
prielt,  difluaded  them  from  this  foolifli  fu- 
perltition. 

In  like  manner,  we  find  our  blefTed  Sa- 
viour defending  his  difciples  againft  tl]e 
exceptions  of  the  Pharifees  for  "  plucking 
"  the  ears  of  corn,  rubbing  them  in  their 
"  hands,  and  eating  them  on  the  Sabbath 
**  day-^-.'*  It  is,  no  doubt,  a  good  pre- 
caution not  to  negle6l  doing  thofe  things 
until  the  Lord's  day,  which  might  well 
be  done  before,  if  the  neceffity  might  have 

*   1  ilaccab.  ii.  3S,  39-  f  Lvjkc  vi.  1. 

N  2  .been 
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been  forefeen.  Chrillian  prudence,  as 
well  as  piety,  ought  to  have  ])rovide(i  lor  it 
before  this  lioly  dviy^  lliat  the  immediate 
Service  of  God  might  be  attended  to  with 
as  few  avocations  and  impediments  as  pof- 
fible. 

Another,   and  that  the    lait    fpecies  of 

works  I  fliall  notice  which  may  and   ought 

to  be  done  on  the  Lord's  day,  are  thofe 

of   charity^   and    mere}'.      The   day  itfelf 

was    inltituted   for  a  memorial  of  God's 

great  mercy   to   .mankind,  and    therefore 

.charity  towards  our  fellow-creatures,  and 

mercy  to  the  ver}^  brutes  themfelves,  is  a 

duty    we    owe    them.       iVccordingly   our 

•-bkflfed  Saviour  expoltulates  with  the  Jews, 

"   AVhat    man    Ihall    there  be  among  you, 

"'  that  iliall  have  one  flieep,  and  if  it  fall 

.  "  into  a  pit  on   the  Sabbath  day,  will  he 

i"  4iot  lay  hold  onut,  and  litt   it   out*?'* 

^^8o  again,   He  faith,.  "  Doth  not  every  one 

"•  of  you  on   the  Sabbath   loofe  his  ox  or 

".;  h.is:ais  from,  the  ftall,  and  lead  him  away 

:■;."  to  watering-]-  r"     How  much  more  tl>en 

L:>works   of   chai'ity   to  men  like    ourleives, 

.    either  to  their  bodies  or  their  fouls  ?    To 

■^  Ma-tt.  xii.  J 1.  t  I-uke  xjii.  15. 

their 
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their  ibiils  by  inltruetiiio-,  ail\irjii:>;,  exliorl-  T^'^c. 
ini:;,  reprovino-,  conirorling,  and  praying  >-^.-«^ 
with  or  tor  them,  and  paiticnhirly  by  freely 
forgiving  them  a!i\-  injury  done  unto  us. 
This  is  tridv  a  work  of  charity  proper  for 
the  Lord's  day,  ii  work  highly  accept- 
able to  God,  and  expreliive  of  its  fanc- 
tification. 

Neither  are  we  to  forbear  any  work  of 
charity  to  their  bodies.  On  this  account 
we  find  how  fe^erely  our  Saviour  rebukes 
the  fuperltitions  hyj^ocriiy  of  the  Pharifees 
who  murmured  againlt  Hmi  as  a  Sabbath- 
breaker,  becaufe  lie  had  healed  fome  of 
their  infirmities  on  that  day.  "  The  Ru- 
^'  Kt  of  the  Synagogue  faid  to  the  people 
*'  Willi  indignation,  becaufe  Jeius  had 
*'  healed  on  the  Sabbath-day,  'J'here  are 
"  fix  days  in  winch  men  ought  to  work, 
"  \n  them  therefore  come  and  be  healed, 
"  and  not  on  the  Sabbath-day.  'J'hou 
"  hypocrite,  doth  not  every  one  of  you  on 
rfff'the  Sabbath  loolt!  his  ox  .^  ^And  ought 
"  not  this  woman,  '^vho  is  a  daughter  of 
^'  Abraham,  to  l)e  looted  from  this  bond 
"   on  the  Sabbath-day  *  ?"      For   the  ])er- 

*  Luko  xili.  H,  15,  10'. 

N    u  for  man  ce 
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forma  nee  of  every  good  work  *'  the  Sab- 
"  bath  was  made  for  man,  not  man  for 
"  the  Sabbath  f." 

From  the  foregoing  obfervations  it  is 
CTident  what  kind  of  reft  is  required  on 
the  Lord's  day,  and  what  fort  of  work 
ma,v  be  done  without  any  violation  ot  it. 
It  is  indifpenfably  requifite  to  eeafe  from 
the  common  and  fervile  works  of  your  or- 
dinary vocations,  and  devote  the  appointed 
hours  to  a  dihgent  and  confcientious  at- 
tendance op  the  folemn  ordinances  of  reh- 
gion,  and  the  duties  of  divine  worlhip, 
For  as  long  as  through  the  mercy  of 
God  you  enjoy  the  public  and  v:ite.  dif- 
penfation  of  the  Gofpel,  yna  ought  not 
to  (light,  or  turn  your  backs  upon  this  vi- 
fible  Communion  of  tiie  Church,  but  ho- 
nour fo  high  a  privilege,  and  thankfully 
acknowledge  the  fervice  of  God  to  l)e,  (as 
in  reality  it  is)  perfecl  freedom,  left  de- 
fpifing  the  mercy  of  God,  you  Ihould  tall 
into  greater  condemnation.  If  you  thus 
fmcerely  endeavour  to  hallow  the  Chrif-7 
tian  Sabbath,  the  Lord  will  more  and 
jiiore  fan6tify  his   day  and   his  ordinances 

*  Mark  ii.  ?7. 

to 
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to  vou,  and  bv  tiitir  inciuis  ronvev  io  t.isc. 
much  joy  and  conirort  to  your  iouls,  inat  s^,-w 
they  will  be  a  Ibretaftc  of  ht*aven  in  your 
hearts,  and  prepare  you  tor  that  eternal 
red  where  you  ibail  ting  praife  and  glory 
unto  Him  that  lltteth  upon  the  throne, 
and  unto  the  Lamb  for  e\  er  and  ever. 

To  whom,  with    the  Holy  Gho(t,  tliree 
Perfons  and  one  Con,  kc.     Amen, 


n4  DIS, 


DISCOURSE   XL. 


THE  DUTY  OF  CHILDREN  TO   PAREXTS. 


Exodus  xx.  12. 


Honour  thj  Father  and  thy  Mother,  that 
thy  Days  may  be  long  in  the  Land 
TL-hich  the  Lbrd  tliy  God  giveth  thee. 

A  HE  whole  fum  of  pra(3:ical  Religion  disc.  xl. 
confifts  in  the  love  of  God,  and  the  love  ^"""^''^ 
of  our  neighbour.  'J'he  former  has  been 
fully  explained  in  the  four  precepts  of  the 
firit  table,  according  to  the  propofed  me- 
thod. It  remains  now  in  purfuance  of  the 
fame  plan  to  pafs  on  to  the  confideration  of 
the  duties  and  precepts  of  the  fecond  table, 
all  of  which  concern  man  as  their  primary 
and  immediate  objeft. 

Now  the  whole  law  concerning  this  fub- 
je6t,  is  briefly  comprehended,  as  St.  Paul 
remarks,  in  this  one  faying :  "  Thou  flialt 

*'  love 
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DSC.  XL."  love  thv  neiphbour  a.s  thyfelf*.'*  Eat 
as  this  Comniandnient  rclpects  only  the 
reciprocal  duties  ot'fuperiors  and  inferiors, 
and  particularly  thole  of  children  and  pa- 
rents, properly  fo  called,  we  will  confider 
it  as  exprefiive  both  of  a  precept  and  a 
promife.  The  precept,  is  to  honour  them  ; 
the  promife,  the  enjoyment  of  length  of 
days  upon  earth. 

And  here  we  cannot  but  obferve  a  con- 
fpicuous  ray  of  the  divine  wifdomin  the 
order  of  this  Commandments  x4fter  Jeho- 
.  Yah  had  prefcribed  laws  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  own  honour,  his  next  concern 
feerns  to  have  been  in  fupport  of  the  ho- 
nour of  parental  authority  ;  becaufe  under 
God,  parents  are  the  authors  of  our  bein^, 
and  the  inftrument.s  of  our  lives.  God  ij>  , 
indeed  properly  and  primarily  our  Father, 
and  "  of  Him  is  the  whole  family  in  hea- 
*'  ven  and  earth  named  f;"  for  in  Him  all 
**  live,  and  move,  and  have  tiieir  being  J." 
Earthly  parents  do  but  convey  to  us  that 
Being,  which  God  had  beforehand  laid 
up  in  (lore  for  us.  And  therefore  our  Sa- 
viour bids  us  "  call  no  man  father  upon 

♦  Rom.  xiii.  p.  f  ^v'^^-  "••  ^^-  X  ^'^''^^  ^^■''-  ^^ 

"  earth  ; 

3 
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**  earth  ;  for  one  is  our  Father  Mhich  is  in  disc.  xi. 
*'  heaven*."  It  is  not,  however,  ib  to  be  ""^^^^^ 
interpreted,  as  if  it  were  unlawful  to  afcribe 
that  title  to  "  the  fathers  of  our  (le(h-j-,'* 
but  only  that  their  paternity  is  not  ib  ori- 
ginal, nor  fo  abfolute  as  God's,  who  is 
the  Father  of  our  fpirits,  and  not  only 
forms  the  unquickened  nialb  of  our  bodies, 
by  his  iecret  and  wonderful  operation,  but 
creates  and  animates  our  Ibuls  by  the 
kindling  breath  of  his  divine  Spirit.  And, 
therefore,  though  we  owe  to  the  fathers  of 
our  flefli  honour  and  filial  reverence,  as 
the  infiruments  of  our  being,  yet  we  owe 
much  uiore  to  God,  even  the  molt  pro- 
found homage,  and  the  molt  unlimited 
obedience,  as  the  prime  caule  and  Author 
of  our  exigence. 

In  a  true  and  faithful  expofition  of  this 
divine  precept,  I  am  aware,  I  am  enter- 
ing upon  a  work,  which  to  many  will  ap- 
pear harHi  and  unplealing  ;  for  as  there  is 
nothing  in  which  the  truth  and  power  of 
godlinels,  and  the  very  life  of  religion,  are 
more  concerned  than  in  a  confcientious 
performance  of  relative  duties,  lb  there  is 

»  Matt,  xxiii.p.  f  lU-h.  .xii.  9- 

iiolhinc: 
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iji^.  nothing  uhich  more  poMcrfbllj  afieas  tlie 
ipints  of  men,  than  to   be  reniindecl  and 
reproved   for   the  neglea  of  tliofe   chities 
Mhich  are  of  fuch  common  and   daily  oc- 
cm-rence  in  the  whole  courfe  of  their  hves. 
Yet,  I   befeech  yon,  lay  your  prejudices 
and  affeaions  under  the  autliority  of  (Jod's 
]avv,   and    be    perfuaded    to   belic\e  thefe 
thmgs  to  be  of  the  utmoft  moment,  (how 
plain    or    common   foever   they   may  be,) 
M'hich  not  only  the  law  of  Natm'e  diaate^, 
but  the  Spirit  of  God  hath  been  pleafed 
to  recommend  in  tlie  holy  Scriptures,  more 
frequently  and   more  exprefsly,   than  any 
other  duties  whatfoevcr. 

The  duty  of  children  to  their  parents  is 
here  expref/bd  by  the  general  term,  ho- 
nour, which,  in  common  acceptation,  iig- 
nifies  a  mixture  of  love  and  refpea,  pro- 
ducing due  obedience,  and,  in  Ibriptural 
language,  fometimes  retribution  and  imi- 
tation. 

I'hat  we  ought  to  pay  a  tribute  of  love 
and  refpea  to  thofe  whofe  offspring  we  are, 
IS  a  primary  diaate  of  nature.  Children 
have  not  only  received  from  their  parents, 
a.s  inftruments  in  the  hund  of  God,   the 
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originul  of  their  being,  but  the  p refer va~  ^^^^^"- -'^''• 
•tion  of  it,  through  all  the  fucceeding  years 
of  helplefs  infai'CVi  when  the  needful  care 
of  them  gave  much  trouble,  took  up  much 
time,  and  required  great  expence,  all  which, 
parents  ufually  go  through  wilb.fuch  cheer- 

•  ful  diligence,  and  fo  lelf-denying  a  teiader- 
nefs,  that  no  requital  of  aiie^tion  on  the 
childrens'  part  can  poffihly  repay  it  to  the 
full,  though  it  mult  be  owned,  tiljaL  piety 
is  that  virtue  which,  abov^e  ali  •6thers,  fi'ipls 
the  parent's  breaft  with  yoj^.  and  i^iicity. 
And  as  life  advances,  they  give  or  procure 
for  them  fuch  necefiary  inftruotion  as  jqua- 

.  lifies  tliem  fori  the; due  dKcUaa'gPjof  fbme 
ufefi^il  vocation  in  life.'  TJiey  rMatck.over 
them  continually  with  incefianf  attention, 
confulting  the  bias  of  their  iueliniilions  in 
a  thoufand  kind  inltances,  [ind  bearino;  with 
their  wayward  pertinacity,  iit  a  -number  of 
provoking  ones,  fondly:;:reftraining  thein 
from  a  thoulUnd  pernicious  follies  mto 
which  they  are  prone  to  fail,  ai>d  directing 
their  heedlefs  footliqxs  intl^lshjqL. right  way, 
encouraging,  rewardirtg^  and  (whicbt  is  no 

'  Ifcls  a  benefit)  correiSting^ihem  Jop-  asr.the 
cafe. requires  ;  full  of  folicitude  all  l]i^  ^vhile 

for 
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DISC.  XL.  for  their  happinefa,  and  confuming  them- 
felve^i  with  labour  and  thoughtfuinefs  how 
to  improve,  fupport,  and  advance  them  in 
their  hves,  and  provide  for  them  at  their 
deaths.  Even  thofe  parents  who  perform 
thefe  duties  but  imperfectly,  and  perhaps 
do  not  at  all  times  fet  them  a  good  exam- 
ple in  their  own  pcrfons,  yet  they  deferve 
enough  in  general  from  their  children  to 
claim  their  love,  and  honour,  and  efleem, 
as  long  as  they  live. 

Infeparable  from  this  bond  of  filial  duty 
is  every  token  of  fubmiffion  and  reverence. 
AVhen  Jofeph,  exalted  as  be  was  in  the 
court  of  Pharaoh,  brought  out  his  Ions 
"  to  receive  the  bleffing  of  Jacob  his  ta- 
"  ther,  he  bowed  himfelf  with  his  face  to 
"  the  earth  *."  A  fro  ward  look  at  a  pa- 
rent is  accordingly  threatened  with  levere 
temporary  punifliment.  "  The  eye  that 
*'  mocketh  at  his  father,  and  defpifeth  to 
"  obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley 
"  iliall  pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles 
♦'  fhall  eat  it-f."  Every  mark,  therefore, 
of  reverence  and  fubmiflion  in  gedure,  in 
fpeech,  in  the  whole  demeanour,  which  tiie 

•  Gen.  xlviii.  9,  10,  12.  f  ^^toM.  xxv.  17. 

practice 
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practice  of  wife  and  good  perlbns  in  all  disc.  xl. 
ages  haili  eftablilbed,  are  proper  indances 
of  filial  duty  and  regard.  Such  compli- 
ance will  never  fail  to  produce  the  fruits 
of  an  acceptable  obedience,  and  without  it 
all  outward  reverence  terminates  in  mere 
formality. 

The  charter  which  God,  in  his  wifdom, 
bath  given  to  parents,  is  co-eval  with  hu- 
man nature,  and  univerlal.  This  preroga- 
tive is  fanc'^ioned  by  his  revealed  will,  both 
in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament.  "  Honour 
"  thy  father  and  thy  mother,''  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law.  "  Children,  obey  3'our 
"  parents  in  all  things,  for  this  is  well- 
"  pleahng  unto  the  Lord*,"  is  the  in- 
junction of  the  Gofpel.  Obedience,  there- 
fore, both  a6live  and  paffive,  is  unqueftion- 
ably  required  in  every  parental  command 
which  is  not  contrary  to  the  revealed  will 
of  God,  or  repugnant  to  the  injundions  of 
pubhc  authority. 

Now  one  branch  of  this  filial  obedience 
is  to  preferve  and  prote^l  their  property, 
and  to  order  fuch  things  as  are  committed 
to  their  truft  with  fidelity  and  diligence ; 

•  Coloir.  iii.  20. 

for 
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DISC.  XL.  for  it  is  no  Itls  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
children  to  be  upright  in  their  deahngs 
towards  their  parents,  than  to  others. 
An^  though  they  are  bound  to  luftain  and 
.provide  lor  their  offspring  in  a  manner 
iuitable  to  that  ftation  in  which  they  are 
placed,  yet  if  it  iliouid  not  be  adequate  to 
their  wiihes  in  every  refpect,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  apply  the  fruits  of  their  labour 
to  their  own  ufe  without  their  appro b^tiojU, 
much  lefs  to  wafte  or  diffj pate. them  inja 
wanton  or  profufe  manner.  For  "jwliofo," 
faith  Solomon,  "  roWaeth  his, lather  .-op  his 
"  mother,  and  faith  it  isnb  tranfgr^eflion, 
"  the  fame  is  a  jspnipayiionjof  the  de- 
"  ftroyer*."  "And  lie  tbat  wafteth  his 
"  fatlier,  an^d  jcljafeth  itway^  jiji.s- jiipth^ik  ^s 
"  a  fon  tliat.c^-ii%4jf^jsaii3e  giidr^ifii^-^ih 
"   repi-oach^V^^;; -^,^^2   ^^.  - ^^uu -.:>-:  ylo.. 

Another  m{vtei]ifi~.pg^9f;^iiii4'  y^iet^-Jis 
to  reUeve  the  wants  oi'.70ur-  parenta^  ^c^or^- 
ing  to  our  ability.  If  tli^y -aye  iiilirijA.tiwd 
.dcj^i^ved  in  body,  jqr.\v;^alj:;.ia(Un^Tt<and- 
-inff,;-ifc  js  our  indi^panfal^  duty;tG  fuccotu' 
and.-a^viic  tlkim  ; -becaufe  i^i;  o^ir.^ten^tT 
yj^p,  wc  ought  ever^  to  •  reme^nli^f^j  i\^f.y 

once 
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once  performed  the  lame  kind  offices  to  us.  disc.  xl. 
How  tlien  can  their  poverty  and  indigence 
excufe  us  from  miniftring  to  theii*  wants, 
and  relieving  their  diftrefs  ?  "If  any 
"  widow,"  faith  St.  Paul,  "  have  children 
"  or  nephews,  let  them  learn  firft  to  fliew 
"  piety  at  home,  and  to  requite  their  pa- 
"  rents,  for  this  is  good  and  acceptable 
"  before  God  *."  But  if  any  are  fo  un- 
natural as  not  to  provide  for  their  own, 
uhcther  parent  or  child,  they  "  have  de- 
*•  nied  the  faith,  and  are  worfe  than  an 
"  infidel •^•."  For  this  reafon  our  bleffed 
Saviour,  who  beft  underRood  the  fpiritual 
interpretation  of  the  law,  feverely  animad- 
verted on  that  unnatural  do6trine  of  the 
Scribes  and  Pharifees,  which  difpenfed 
with  the  relief  children  owed  to  their  pa- 
rents. "  Ye  fay,  whofoever  ffiall  fay  to 
"  his  father  or  his  mother,  it  is  a  gift  by 
"  whatfoever  thou  mighteft  be  profited  by 
"  me,  and  honour  not  his  father  or  his 
"  mother,  he  lliall  be  free;}:;'*  that  is,  your 
traditions  warrant  children  to  anfwer  their 
parents  in  this  manner,  though  they  are  in 
want,  and  have  a  right  to  leek  fupport  and 

-    I  Tim.  V,  4.  t  Il^iJ.  S.  ;  Mntt.  xv.  5,  6. 
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DISC.  XL.  relief  from  them,  by  fa3'ing,  I  bave  confe- 
"^'^^  crated  all  the  overplus  of  my  eflate,  more 
than  will  lerve  for  my  own  maintenance, 
as  a  religious  offering  or  gift  to  God,  and 
therefore  you  muft  excufe  me  from  any 
obligation  to  relieve  my  parents,  and  con- 
fequently  from  any  tranfgreffion  of  this 
law,  thus  making  the  commandment  of 
God  of  none  effecl  by  their  tradition;  an 
adl  of  the  mod  abominable  and  fuperfti- 
tious  hypocrily  ! 

It  is  alfo  no  lefs  a  proper  compliance 
with  this  divine  precept  of  the  law  to  ho- 
nour your  parents,  by  hearkening  to  their 
good  inftruftions,  and  imitating  their  pious 
pra6lices.  "  My  ion,"  faith  Solomon, 
"  keep  thy  father's  commandment,  and 
"  forfake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother*." 
Although  good  inftru6tion,  for  the  matter 
of  it,  ought  always  to  be  embraced  for  its 
own  fake,  and  from  whomfoever  it  may 
proceed  ;  yet  when  it  comes  from  a  parent, 
it  carries  an  authoritative  obligation  along 
with  it,  and  Ihould  condrain  us  to  liften  to 
their  counfel,  and  to  follow  their  good  ex- 
ample.     Good    king    Jofrah    is    therefore 

*  Prov.  vi.  '^0. 

com- 
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commended,  that  he  "  walked  in  all  the^^^c.  xl. 
"  way  of  his  father  David*." 
'  Suffer  me  then  to  addrefs  a  ^qw  words, 
by  way  of  exhortation,  to  the  hearts  of 
flabborn  and  dilbbedient  children.  Con- 
fider,  my  young  friends,  what  hath  been 
your  demeanour  towards  your  parents,  to 
•whom,  through  divine  mercy,  you  owe 
vourfelves,  your  lives,  your  education;  be- 
nefits that  can  never  be  repaid  them  by 
any  thing  in  your  power.  It  is  fcarcely 
poilible  for  you  to  imagine  the  anxious 
cares,  the  inceflant  thoughts,  the  perplex- 
ing fears,  with  which  your  tender  parents 
have  been  diltrafted  for  your  fakes.  AVill 
you  then  fo  requite  their  afteftion  for  yon, 
as  to  defpife  their  perfons,  and  hold  their 
endowments  either  of  mind  or  body  in 
contempt,  of  whom  you  are  yourfelves 
"  bone  of  their  bone,  and  flefh  of  their 
"  flefii'l',"  and  thereby  make  their  very 
bowels  yearn  againft  them  ?  Surely  if 
you  poffefs  any  ingenuoufnefs  of  nature,  if 
you  have  not  extinguiHied  every  fpark  of 
humanity,  if  you  are  not  devoid  of  every 
principle  of  reafon   and   equity,    the  love 

■*  'C  Kings  xxii.  C.  -}   Ocix.  ii.  23. 
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PI5C.  XL.  and  folicitude  they  have  exprefied  for  you 
would   be    requited    by    the   moft  dutiful 
returns  of  love,  gratitude,  and  obedience. 
If,  however,  there  fliould  be  any  among 
you  here  prefent,  who  by  your  vicious  and 
llubborn  conduft  have  brought  down  the 
grey  hairs  of  your  parents  with  forrow  to 
the   grave,   confider    ferioufly,    I    befeech 
you,  the  unnatural  fin  of  which  you  have 
been  guilty;   and  fince  you  cannot  now 
intreat  their  forgivenefs,   humbly  beg  of 
God,   the  great  and  univerfal  Father  of 
all,  to  pardon  your  iniquity,  and  not  avenge 
your  paft  acls  of  difobediencc  to  your  pa- 
rents, by  the  future  difobediencc  of  your 
children  towards  you. 

Let  us  next  conlider,  for  a  moment,  the 
reverfe  of  the  proportion,  and  proceed  to 
the  reciprocal  duties  of  parents  towards 
their  children.  For  in  all  unequal  rela- 
tions the  fuperiority  (lands  only  on  one 
fide ;  but  the  duty  is  divided  between  both 
parties. 

The  duty  then  of  parents  refpe6b  either 
the  temporal  or  fpiritual  welfare  of  their 
children.  Under  the  former  conlidera- 
tion,  they  owe  them  alFe^tion,  prote6lion, 

and 
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and  provifioii.  Tliefe  are  in  a  great  mca-Disc.  xl. 
Aire  fecured  to  them  by  the  irreliltible  law  ^"^"^'^^ 
of  nature.  Do  we  not  lee,  even  in  the 
brute  creatures,  that  a  ftrong  parental 
affeftion  makes  them  dare  unequal  dan- 
gers, and  expoie  their  lives  to  the  grcateft 
hazard  in  defence  of  their  young  ?  If  the 
inftinft  and  impulfe  of  nature  be  fo 
powerful  in  irrational  creatures,  how  much 
more  fliould  it  prevail  in  us,  in  whom 
Reafon  fliould  be  perfective  of  Nature  ? 
How  tenderly  folicitous  lliould  we  be  of 
our  offspring,  in  as  much  as  the  charge 
committed  to  us  is  more  noble  and  dio^ni- 
fied  ?  Let  us  then  Ihew  them  that  care 
and  tendernefs  which  conititute  the  main 
foundation  of  love  ;  let  us  keep  up  iuch 
authority  as  may  fecure  refpe6l,  and  lay 
fuch  rcafonable  commands  upon  them,  as 
may  engage  a  free  and  voluntary  obedi- 
ence;  thus  making  our  children  fo  good, 
and  ourfelves  fo  edeemed  by  them,  that 
we  may  depend,  in  cafe  of  need,  on  affill- 
ance  and  fuccour  from  them. 

Next  to  the  power  of  natural  affection 

are  clofely  linked  the  ties  of  protection  and 

proviiion,  on  which  it  will  fcarccly  be  ne- 

o  3  cellary 
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DISC.  XL.  ceflarj  to  enlarge,  as  they  naturally  Ipring 
out  of  a  due  attention  to  the  prniiary  fen- 
fibillties  of  the  human  brealt.  Every  parent 
mull;  know  to  how  many  direafes,  and  feel 
to  how  many  dangers  feeble  and  helplefs 
infancy  is  expofed.  Forcibly  and  beau- 
tifully, therefore,  did  the  Prophet  exclaim: 
♦*  Can  a  woman  forget  her  iuckmg  child, 
"  that  {he  fhould  not  have  compaffion  on 
"  the  fon  of  her  womb  *  ?" 

In  the  prote6tion  and  provifion,  there- 
fore, of  defencelefs  childhood,  you  perform 
not  only  a  parental,  but  an  angelical  duty. 
"  Take  heed,"  faith  our  blefied  Lord, 
♦'  that  ye  defpife  not  one  of  thefe  little 
**  ones;  for  1  fay  unto  you,  that  in  heaven 
"  their  Angels  do  always  behuld  the  face 
*'  of  my  Father,  which  is  in  heaven-j-;'* 
that  is,  they  have  continual  accefs  to  God 
to  receive  commands  for  their  protec:tion, 
and  for  the  puniihment  of  thole  that  def- 
pife or  opprefs  them. 

Under  the  latter  part  of  your  duty  to- 
wards your  children,  you  are  bound,  above 
all,  to  have  a  real  concern  and  heart-felt 
interefl  in  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  wel- 

f  Ifaiah  xlix.  15.  +  Matt,  xviii.  10, 

fare. 
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fare.  And  firft  of  all  to  incorporate  tliem  oi^^t;-  xl. 
into  the  Church  of  Chrift,  by  BapiUm, 
that  they  may  become  members  of  his 
body,  fubje6ls  of  his  fpiritual  kini^dom, 
and  heirs  of  eternal  glory.  Nor  is  it  an 
empty  bare  ceremony,  but  a  feal  of  the 
promife  of  the  Covenant,  a  lign  of  the 
grace  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  a  means 
to  convey  it  to  the  foul.  How  highly  in- 
jurious then  to  their  children  are  thofe 
parents,  who,  either  through  careleflhcfs 
or  contempt,  debar  them  from  id  fpiritual 
and  excellent  a  privilege  ?  For  Baptilm 
rallies  away  the  guilt  of  that  hn  derived 
to  them  from  their  firft  parents,  and  is  "  a 
"  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith*/* 

And  when  you  have  thus  initiated  them 
into  the  Church  of  Chrift,  your  next  duty 
will  be  to  inftruft  and  admonifli  them,  and 
to  "  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
"  monition  of  the  LoRD-f-,''  inftilling  into 
them  the  knowledge,  and  inculcating  upon 
them  the  pra6lice  of  their  duty  both  to 
God  and  man,  recommending  at  the  fame 
time  every  precept  of  religion  and  morality 

*  Rom.  iv.  11.  f  Eph.  vi.  4. 
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Pisc,  XL.  by  one  of  llie  ftrongeft  motives,  a  good 
and  amiable  example.  "  Forget  not  the 
"  thmgs  which  thine  eyes  have  feen,  but 
"  teach  them  thy  fons,  and  thy  fon's 
"  fons*." 

If  parents  would  be  thus  careful  and 
confcientious  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty  to  their  children,  infuling  into  their 
tender  minds,  before  they  are  ftored  with 
vanitjs  the  fundamental  truths  and  prin- 
ciples of  Chriftianity,  and  forming  their 
wills,  while  flexible,  to  the  love  of  piety 
and  virtue ;  the  next  generation,  we  may 
venture  to  affirm,  would  not  fee  fo  much 
profligacy  in  youth,  nor  fo  much  obdurate 
impenitence  in  old  age,  as  are  now  every 
where  but  too  apparent.  By  thefe  means 
our  work,  as  minifters  of  God's  holy  word, 
\vould  be  happily  half  accomplifhed ;  it 
would  remain  only  for  us  to  feed  our  flock 
with  "  ftrong  meat-j^,"  and  to  urge  them 
to  a  vigorqus  and  cheerful  performance 
pf  thofe  duties  of  the  Chriftian  life,  to 
which  a  pious  education  had  previoufly 
difpofed  them.     May  God,  therefore,  fo 

*  Bent.  IV.  g.     ♦  t  Iltb.  v,  14. 
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incline  the  hearts,  as  well  ot"  parents  as  of  J^i^^c.  xl. 
children,  in  this  important  relation  to  tlie 
practice  of  thefe  reciprocal  obligations, 
that  they  may  procure  to  themfelves  in 
this  world  prolongation  of  life,  and  eternal 
fehcity  in  that  which  is  to  come,  through 
Jefus  Chrilt  our  Lord.     Amen. 


DIS- 
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DUTY  OF  INFERIORS   AND   SLTElilORS. 


Exodus  xx.  12. 


Honour  thy  Father  and  thy  Mother,  that 
thy  Days  may  be  long  in  the  Land 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 

In  my  lalt  difcourfe  on  thefe  words  thcDisc.xLi. 
reciprocal  duties  of  children  and  parents,  ^^"^^^'^ 
properly  fo  called,  were  naturally  luggeft- 
ed  to  your  ferious  coniideration.     I  pro- 
ceed now  to  the  explanation  of  other  rela- 
tions, viz.  thole  of  Inferiors  and  Superiors, 
of  whatever  denomination,  which   are  all 
equally  comprehended  under  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  and  equity  of  this  divine  precept. 
The  firft  then  in  the  fcale  of  civil  fociety, 
is  that  relation  which  fuhhds  betwixt  pri- 
vate fubjefts,  and  thofe  that  are  in  autho- 
rity 
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Disr.xLi.  rity  over  them,  a  relation  fo  very  like  that 
of  children  and  fathers  that  the  duties  on 
both  fides  are  much  the  fame  in  each. 
Supreme  Rulers  are  ftyled  the  Fathers  of 
their  country,  to  whom  we  owe  honour  and 
reverence  and  fuhmiffion,  by  the  obliga- 
tion of  this  command.  It  is,  unqueflion- 
ably,  the  duty  of  fubje6ls  to  obey  the 
laws  of  whatever  government  under  which 
Providence  has  placed  them,  in  every 
thing  that  is  not  repugnant  to  the  re- 
vealed will  of  God,  and  willingly  to 
contribute  every  legal  requifition  to  its 
fupport ;  to  be  loyal  and  bear  true  allegi- 
ance to  the  interefts  and  welfare  of  that 
community  of  which  they  are  members, 
paying,  both  to  the  Supreme  Power,  and 
to  all  fubordinate  magiftrates,  every  part 
of  that  fuhmiffion  and  refpe6l  both  in 
fpeech  and  demeanour,  which  is  fo  juftly 
their  due,  and  making  all  proper  allow- 
ances in  their  favour,  which  the  difficulty 
of  their  high  and  important  adminiftration, 
and  the  frailty  of  our  conmion  nature  de- 
mand ;  to  love  and  wiffi  well  to  all  their 
fellow-fubje6ls  of  every  denomination,  to 
think  of  them  charitably,  to  treat  them 

kindly, 
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kindly,  to  be  peaceable  and  quiet  towards i>i^c.xi.r. 
ail  men,  each  minding  diligently  the  du- 
ties of  his  proper  Itation,  not  factious  and 
turbulent,  not  oiilcioully  intrufive  into  the 
concerns  of  others,  but  niodelt  and  diffi- 
dent, not  exercifing  ourfelves  in  matters 
too  high  for  us,  but  leaving  them  to  the 
fkill  and  judgment  of  our  fuperiors  under 
the  direction  and  blefling  of  divine  l^'ovi- 
dence,  and  being  thankful  for  thofe  privi- 
leges and  advantages  we  do  enjoy  under  a 
civilized  and  well-conftituted  government. 
Por  it  is  a  truth  ever  to  be  inculcated,  that 
iiovernment  is  an  ordinance  of  (jod,  not 

o  ... 

as  to  the  particular  form  or  adniiniltration 
of  it,  but  in  regard  to  the  obligations  to 
which  rulers  and  iubjecls  are  mutually  en- 
o-ao-ed  in  the  bonds  of  civil  focietv.  Here 
the  authority  of  («od  Iteps  m,  and  lays  an 
indiipenfable  obligation  on  the  reipeclive 
duties  of  this  relation.  And  the  defign 
of  God,  in  this  -ordinance,  is  evidently 
marked  out  by  the  Apoftle  in  that  imprej- 
five  direction  he  gave  to  Timothy:  "  ,1 
"  exhort,  that  fupplicalions,  prayers,  in- 
"  tercelHons,  and  giving  of  thanks  b<? 
''  made  for  kings,  and   for  all  that  are  in 

"  uulbo:ity, 
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Disc.xLi. "  authority,  that  we  may  lead  quiet  and 
"  peaceable  lives  in  all  godlinels  and  ho- 
"  nefty  */'  without  w  hich  fuch  valuable 
and  important  blefiings  can  neither  be  ob- 
tained or  iecured. 

Now  it  is  obvious  to  the  moft  common 
obferver,  that  thefe  virtues  are  to  be  main- 
tained, and  thefe  blefiings  procured  only 
by  a  faithfid  difcharge  of  the  duties  of 
that  ftation  to  which  we  are  refpe6tively 
called,  whether  of  authority  or  fubje<Stion. 
Under  every  fpecies  of  government  rulers 
are  pre-fuppofed,  whofe  office  it  is  not 
only  to  legiilate,  but  to  luperintend  and 
provide  for  the  general  interefts  of  the 
community  "  upon  the  bed  and  fureft 
"  foundations,  that  peace  and  happinefs, 
"  truth  and  juii:ice,  religion  and  piety, 
*'  may  be  eilablidied  for  all  generations." 
And  it  is  equally  neceflary,  that  in  the 
faithful  and  conicientious  difcharge  of  their 
important  fun6i:ions,  they  lliould  be  pro- 
tecled,  iljpported,  obeyed.  Tor  if  either 
rulers  be  amils,  or  Ihbjefts  rebellious,  fo 
far  the  power  of  go\  erim^ent  tends  to  dif- 
folution  ;  it  requires,  therefore,   no  pene- 

*  1  Tim.  ii.  1,  2. 
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tration  to  difcern,  or  flrengtli  of  argument  disc.xli. 
to  prove,  the  reciprocal  duties  both  of  in-  ""^^^^ 
feriors  and  fuperiors. 

Thofe  who  are  in  authority,  ftiould  con- 
fider  themlelves  fo  appointed  by  the  over- 
ruhng  hand  of  Providence.  "  By  me," 
fays  the  Sovereign  Judge,  "  Kings  reign, 
"  and  pi'inces  decree  jultice ;  by  me  princes 
"  rule,  and  nobles,  even  all  the  judges  of 
"  the  earth  *."  They  are,  therefore,  only 
God's  vicegerents  upon  earth.  "  For 
"  there  is  no  power  but  of  God,  the 
"  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  GoD-j-.'^ 
They  are  God's  minillers,  "  revengers  to 
"  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doeth 
"  evil:|.,"  attending  continually  "  upon 
"  this  very  thing  §."  It  is  a  grofs  perver- 
fion  of  their  appointment,  to  imagine  that 
their  hearts  may  be  elated  with  pride  or 
fwollen  with  ambition,  that  they  may  in- 
dulge their  own  wayward  will,  or  encourage 
themlelves  in  (loth,  or  wanton  in  pleafure, 
or  riot  in  luxury. — Oh  no  :  they  are  in- 
truded only  as  llewards  for  the  public 
good,  and   are   bound   to  adminirier   the 

*  Prov.  viii.  15,  l6.        t  Rom.  xiii.  1.        :  Ibid.  1. 
5  Ibid.  0". 
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DisCLXi.laws  in  juftice  according  to  their  refpedive 
conftitutions,  or,  in  the  expreflive  language 
of  holy  writ,  to  be  "  nurling  fathers  and 
"  nurfing  mothers  to  their  people  *."  Yet 
fovereignty,  it  muft  be  owned,  is  a  confi- 
derable  temptation  to  a  corrupt  heart,  and 
it  ferioufly  behoves  all  who  are  invefted 
with  it,  to  inquire  whether  they  humbly 
confider  themfelves  as  minifters  of  God  ; 
whether  they  endeavour  in  all  things  to 
promote  his  glory,  and  impartially  fub- 
ferve  the  intereils  of  the  people  committed 
to  their  charge.  In  like  manner,  every 
fubordinate  ruler  fliould  confcientioufly 
alk  himfelf  the  motives  of  his  conduct, 
•whether  he  hath  not  ufcd  any  indire6l 
aims  to  obtain  luch  high  honour ;  whe- 
ther He  does  not  exerciie  his  authority 
more  for  the  gratification  of  his  own  am- 
bition, than  with  a  view  to  the  public 
good,  not  regarding  that  purity  and  fim- 
plicity  of  intention  which  alone  conftitute 
moral  re6litude. 

A6luated  by  fuch  noble  and  Chriftian 
principles,  it  becomes  the  indilpenfable 
duty  of  the  lower  clafies  of  fociety,  to  pay 

*  Ifaiah  xli.x.  23. 
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them   due  reverence   and   fabmKTion.     It^iiscxLL 

is  not  enough   barely  to  obey  their  lawful 

commands,  but  to  "  fubmit  yourfelves  to 

"  exeYy  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's 

"  fake,  whether  it  be  to  the  king  as  fu* 

"  preme,  or  unto  governors  as  unto  them 

**  that  are  fent  by  him  for  the  puni(hment 

"  of  evil  doers,  and  for  the  praife  of  them 

"  that  do  well  *."  What  then  Ojall  we  iUy 

of  them  who,  in    the  prefent   times,  pay 

little  or  no  reverence  to  the  laws,  and,  if 

poffible,  lefs  efteem  for  thofe  who  e^^ecute 

them  ?  They  feel   no  dread  of  that  awful 

denunciation  of  the  Apoftle :  "  whofoever 

*'  refitteth  the   power,   refifteth   the   ordi- 

"  nance  of  God,  and  they  that  refill:  fhali 

"  receive    to    themfelves     damnation  f," 

that  is,    flritTtly  rendered  in  the   firft  in- 

ftance,  ibme  temporal  judgment  from  the 

hand  of  the  magiftrate  to  whom  the  fword 

is  committed  ;  "   for,"  it  follows,  "  rulers 

*'  are  not  a  terror  to  good  works,  but  to 

"  the  evilj:"  and,   in   the   next,  eternal 

puniOiment  from  the  hand  of  GoD,  who 

will  vindicate   the  honour  of  his  vice-ge- 

rents  upon  earth.     The  charader  of  fuch 

♦  1  Pet.  ii.  13,  14.         t  Rom.  xiii.  2.         :  Ibid.  3. 
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DiscxLi.  men  is  not  novel ;  it  hath  long  ago  been 
""^""^^  defcrihed  by  an  unerring  pen  ui  emphatic 
terms.  They  '•  deipiie  dominion,  and 
"  fpeak  evil  of  dignities  *.'"'  The  facl  is,  a 
licentious  fpirit  is  gone  forth,  which  nei- 
ther *' fears  God,  nor  honours  the  khig-f/' 
If  there  be  any  one  national  vice  in  this 
kin<ulom  neculiarly  diltin6tive,  it  feems  to 
be  a  contempt  of  public  authority.  As 
vital  Chriftianity  decays,  a  licentious  and 
unruly  fpirit  has  been  fubilituted  in  the 
minds  of  men,  and  as  they  have  forgotten 
to  fear  God,  they  have  learnt  to  defpife 
the  authority  of  man.  Uegard  to  pubUc 
authority,  (however  lamentable  the  truth) 
is  therefore  daily  languifliing,  and  unlefs  it 
fliall  pleafe  God,  in  this  initance,  to  renew 
a  right  ipirit  wiihm  us,  the  confequences,  as 
to  the  well-being  and  conftitution  of  our 
government,  are,  above  all  things,  to  be 
dreaded. 

When  a  nation  eafts  off  its  reverence  for 
its  rulers,  it  a6lually  rejects  the  ordinance 
of  God,  and  contemns  the  only  means  of 
its  public  peace  and  profperity.  So  tar  as 
this  is  our  cafe,  God  may  be  provoked  at 

*  Jude,  vtr.  8.  t  1  Pet.  ii.  17. 


us 


Duty  of  Inferiors  and  Superiors.  21  i 

us  as  a  people,  becaufe  it  is  a  high  con-i>i';c.xLi. 
tempt  of  his  authority,  and  a  politive  ^^^^'^^ 
breach  of  his  command,  nor  can  fuch  a 
people  reafonably  expert  any  other,  but 
that  His  hand  will  be  againft  them,  to  pu- 
nidi  and  confume  them,  till  they  be  no 
more  a  people. 

In  iliort,  when  all  regard  for  public,  au- 
thority is  diicarded,  the  only  cement  of  fo- 
ciety  is  diflblved  :  it  begins  to  be  confumed 
by  internal  anarchy,  and  rent  by  civil 
commotions;  or  becomes  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  ambition  and  hoftilities  of  a  foreign 
enemy.  How  then  can  a  nation  fubfift 
without  the  ftrong  fan6lion3  of  legal  obhga- 
tions  ?  It  is  poffible  the  outward  form  af 
the  conftitution  may  for  awhile  remain, 
but  its  life  and  elfence  mud  naturally  lan- 
guifli  and  decay.  An  adual  fpirit  of  re- 
belhon  infatuates  the  minds  of  the  people, 
when  nothing  but  force  can  reftrain  them. 
And  if  nought  but  the  ftrong  arm  of  coer- 
cion does  controul  them,  they  are  then  lit- 
tle lefs  than  (laves;  and  if  it  do  not,  how- 
ever melancholy  may  be  the  confequence, 
they  will  fooner  or  later  be  devoured  one  of 
another. 

p  2  The 
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BiscxLi.      The  truth  of  thefe  obfervations  has,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  of  late  been  but  too  evidently 
diCplayed  in  part  by  the  hand  of  Got)  in 
his  judgments  towards  us,  by  the  bold  in- 
fulting  eifrontery  of  our  enemies,  by  fecrej; 
machinations  and  feditious  confpiracies  at 
home,  and,  above  all,  by  an  uncomnion  a.n4 
general    diflatisfaaion    among   the  l^ver 
clafifes  of  people.     Is  there  not,  therefore, 
juft  caufe  to  conclude,  that  we  are  in  greater 
dano-er  from  ourfelves  than  from  our  ene- 
mies, and  that  the  apprehenfions  of  thofe 
who  difcern  the  figns  of  the  times  with  an 
eye  to  God's  providence,  and  the  natural 
confequence  of  national  vices,  are  but  too 
juftly  grounded*  ? 

The  remedy,  however,  is  at  hand,  if  we 
had  the  grace  to  make  ufe  of  it.  If  the 
fpirit  of  true  religion  could  be  revived,  the 
confciences  of  men  would  naturally  grow 
moiie  .tender;  a  confcientious  regard  to 
government  would  animate  the  whole  body 
of  the  people,  as  the,  heart  of  one  man, 
whofe  ftr^ngth,  thus  compaaed  by  the 
fupply  of  all  the  members,  would,  by  the 
blcfiino-  of  God,  foon  make  us  capable  of 

•*  This  fi'imoii  was  written  in  17^9. 
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niaiiitninin^^  our  ground  ai^ainll.  all  our  cne-  i5TSr.xi,i^ 
mies  both  tbteign  and  dcimeftic.'  '[''[    '         ^^^^^^ 

For  your  own  fakes  then,  affd%fthe 
fake  of  your  native  country,  return  unto 
the  Lord,  intreat  Him  to  f6nd  the  rege- 
nerating grace  of  his  Spirit  among  you, 
earnefily  contend  for  the  revival  of  rehgion, 
and  become  individually  patterns  of  that 
"  fear  of  God,  and  lionour  of  the  king," 
which  this  precept  implies.  If  this  fmgle 
comi-handment,  in  its  full  extent,  were 
faithfully  complied  with,  the  duties  as  well 
of  fubjefts  as  of  rulers  would  be  more  eafy 
and  pleafant,  and  nothing  can  be  more 
exprefs  than  the  injunctions  of  Scripture 
on  this  head. 

1'he  only  point  in  quellion  is,  wherem 
do  obedience  and  ful)je6tion  confift  ?  Cer- 
tainly, in  a  general  conformitv  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  laws  of  the  realm,  when  they  are 
not  repugnant  to  the  revealed  will  of 
God  ;  and  in  a  peaceable  fubmiffion  to 
them  that  are  in  authority ;  for  laws  of 
themfelvcs  avail  nothing,  except  life  and 
power  be  given  them  by  the  vigilance,  ac- 
tivity,'and  energy  of  thofe  who' lire  ap- 
pointed to  execute  them.     Either  to  tranf- 
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Disc.XLi.  grefs  them,  or  in  any  degree  to  impede 
the  coarfe  of  their  fanctions,  is  to  render 
them  fo  far  ineffectual. 

Indeed  there  are  fo  many  violations  of 
the  divine  law  injurious  to  the  profperity 
of  the  ftate,  and  therefore  puniihable  by 
the  cognizance  of  human  laws,  that  it  is 
next  to  an  impoffibility  but  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  fociety  muft  be  continually 
interrupted  and  wounded.  Evil  doers  will 
often  efcape  the  vmdidive  juftice  of  the 
laws,  but  let  thtm  remember  that  a  day 
will  come  that  will  bring  to  light,  not  only 
their  notorious  wickednefs,  but  their  moil 
fecret  machinations. 

Another  important  duty  of  fubjcfts  is 
frequent  and  earned  prayer  for  their  fupe- 
riors.  "  I  exhort,"  iaith  the  Apoftle, 
**  that  firll  of  all  fupplications,  prayers  and 
"  giving  of  thanks  be  made  for  kings,  and 
"  for  all  that  are  in  authority."  But 
why  for  kings  particularly  ?  It  might  feem 
more  neceflary  that  prayers  fliould  be  of- 
fered up  for  the  afflifted  and  diitrelTed, 
who  have  no  other  anchor  of  hope  but  the 
efficacy  of  prayer.  Kings  are  in  a  high 
and  profperous  ftation ;   many  court  their 

favour. 
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favour,  all  dread  their  dilplealure.     They  disc. xli. 
Itand    in  more   need   of  tl)e   afliflance   of  ^"^^^^^ 
prayer  from  others,   than  private    perfons, 
becaufe  the  ch;\rge  laid  upon  them  is  more 
momentous.     The  well-being  and  peace  of 
the    cliiirch,    under    Providence,    and    in 
fome  fenfe  the  refponlibility  and   p refer va- 
tion  of  the  ftate,  are  incumbent  upon  them. 
And  tliough  a  crown  is  a  glittering,  it  is, 
neverthelefs,  a  weighty  ornament.    It  mult 
be  fo,  whilft  the  welfare  and  profperity  of 
millions  depend  upon  them  and  their  coun- 
cils.    It  is  their  province  to  provide  for  a 
juft  and    impartial   adminiltration    of  the 
laws,  for  a  free  and  tolerant  exercife  of  re- 
ligion,  for  the    punifhment    of  vice,   and 
maintenance  of  virtue.     I'hefe  are  ibme  of 
the  great  and    important  duties  of  gover- 
nors, which  Ihould  be  ccnfcientioufly  per- 
formed for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  ge- 
neral welfare  of  the  people.   Under  a  faith- 
ful and  im[)artial  difcharge  of  thefe  bur- 
dens, who  will  venture  to  aftirm  that  they 
have  not  need  of  the  prayers  of  the  whole 
nation  ? 

Let  us  then,  as  good  and  loyal  fubjects, 

execute  this  part  of  our  duty  on  their  be- 

p  4       '  half: 
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DiscxLi.  half;  a  duty  not  more  beneficial  to  them, 
than  interefting  to  ourfelves,  and  to  the 
whole  nation  ;  for  if  we  can  prevail  for  the 
attainment  of  a  divine  bleffing  upon  them, 
we  (hail  undoubtedly  participate  in  it  our- 
felves, and  feel  the  happy  effects  of  their 
wifdom  and  zeal  in  our  national  peace  and 
profperily.  We  fhall  fit  in  fafet}"  under 
the  Oiadow  of  our  King,  whilft  he  himfelf 
is  under  the  prote6iion  of  the  Almighty. 

**  Happy  are  the  people  that  are  in  fuch 
,  **  a  cafe  ;  yea,  blefiled  are  the  people  who 
"  have  the  Lord  for  their  God/' 

To  whom,  with  the  Son  and  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  three  Perfons  and  one  God^ 
be  afcribed,  &c.     Amen. 
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DUTY  OF  SERVAXTS   AXD   MASTERS'." 


Exodus  xx.  12. 


Honour  thij  Father  and  thij  Mother,  that 
thy  Days  may  be  long  in  the  Land  which 
the  Lard  thy  God  gkcth  thee, 

1  HE  fifth  precept  of  the  moral  law  is 
ufually  underitood  to  comprize  the  different 
reciprocal  relations  we  itand  in  one  to  anOf- 
ther.  The  more  immediate  duties  of  chil- 
dren and  parents,  of  rulers  and  fubje6ts, 
liave  been  already  explained,  as  a  chief 
branch  of  moral  obligation  refalting  frorn 
this  Commandment,  There  remains  Itill 
another  part  of  relative  duty  to  be  en- 
jo  ned,  nameU^,  that  betwixt  fervants  and 
mailer?,  which  is  no  It'fs  important  than 
the  two  preceding  ones. 

He 


DTSC. 
XLU. 


218  Duty  of  Servants  and  Majlers. 

DISC.         He  who  applies  himfelf  with  an  honeil 

XLII 

y^.^..^  heart,  from  a  real  principle  of  duty  to 
God,  in  any  ftation  of  life,  to  the  keeping 
of  his  commandments,  will  not  be  "  far 
"  from  the  kingdom  of  God*.*'  The 
violation  of  every  precept  is  forbidden  in 
plain  and  general  terms.  To  perfons  of  a 
captious  and  corrupt  temper  no  argument 
is  fcarcely  fufficient  either  to  convince 
their  underftanding  or  convert  their  heart. 
Every  poiilive  injundion,  as  well  as  every 
prohibition,  of  the  divine  Law  is  equally 
difregarded ;  the  whole  volume  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  writings  of  all  the 
moralitls  in  the  world  are  inadequate  to 
the  produ6lion  oF  virtue  in  a  depraved 
heart,  without  fome  extraordinary  interpo- 
iition  of  divine  grace,  and  it  is  no  leCs  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  explain  what  men  will 
not  underftand. 

And  though  the  fubje6l  is  rather  im- 
phed  than  exprefied  in  the  words  of  the 
text,  yet  the  injunction  of  the  Apoftle  in 
this  cafe  is  obvious  to  every  capacity. 
"  Servants,  obey  in  all  things  your  maf- 
"  ters  according  to  the  flefh,  not  with  eye- 

*  Mark  xii.  3i. 
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'*  fervice  us  men-pl'jalers,  but  in  finglenefs  ^J^a 
*'  of  bear:,  feuriDg  God*."  A  principle  ^— y-*^ 
of  confcientious  obedience  is  of  courfe 
evidently  required  in  tbe  relation  of  a 
fervant  to  his  matter,  and  we  fcarcely  need 
the  aid  of  lievelation  to  be  informed,  that 
fidehty  fliould  accompany  all  the  inter- 
courfe  betwixt  man  and  man.  'J'his  is  a 
plain  and  reafonat)le  di6tate  of  nature,  and 
doubtlefs  as  pleating  to  God,  as  the  dit- 
charge  of  filial  or  any  other  fubordinate 
duty,  when  complied  with  from  a  right 
and  religious  motive.  This,  and  this  alone, 
conftitutes  evangelical  obedience,  and  the 
divine  promift  is  pledged  in  recompence  of 
fuch  fervice,  no  lets  than  to  filial  piety; 
**  Ye  fliall  receive  the  reward  of  the  inhe- 
**  ritance,  for  ye  fervc  the  Lord  Chrift, 
'*  and  there  is  no  refpett  of  perfons -f-." 
There  is  neither  bond  nor  free  ;  "  He 
"  that  is  called  in  the  Loud,  beino;  a  fer- 
*'  vant,  is  the  Lord's  freeman:  likewife 
*'  he  that  is  called,  l)eing  free,  is  Chritt's 
"  fervant."^:."  The  hlgheft  angels  in  hea- 
ven are  God's  miniiters,  and  maintain 
their  rank  in  glory,  and  the  bletlednefs  of 

*  ColoiT.  iii.  22.         t  Il^iil-  -^.  *5.       ;  1  Cur.  vii.  22. 

their 
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m^.     their  fphere  by  their  chearful  obedience  to 

XLII. 

<^-/^  the  divine  Majeft}'.  How  pleafing  then  is 
the  refle6tion,  that  the  very  meaneft  of  the 
Tons  of  men,  if  hot  wanting  in  the  proper 
duties  of  their  flation,  whatever  that  may 
be,  (hall  be  advanced  to  the  fame  ange- 
lical likenefs,  for  they  ftiall  be  "  equal  unto 
"  the  angels,  and  ftiall  be  the  children 
"  of  God,  being  the  children  of  the  re- 
"  furreclion  *  !" 

The  lowed;  offices  may  therefore  be- 
come the  fteps  to  the  higheft  advance- 
ment: every  ftation  in  life  is  holy,  which  is 
filled  with  a  devout  and  holy  perfon.  He 
who  doth  fervice  as  unto  the  Lord,  is  as 
he  that  minillers  at  the  altar,  both  alike 
-  acceptable  to  God  through  Jefus  Chrift. 
Though  your  time  and  hands  may  be  taken 
Dp,  more  perhaps  than  they  Diould  be,  by 
a  hard  mafter,  you  may  remember  that 
you  have  your  hearts  and  affections  free. 
If  ye  '•'■  love  our  Loud  Jefus  Chrift  in  fin- 
ccrity  •)-,**  and  keep  his  commandments, 
your  lot  is  to  be  envied  :  There  is  "  re- 
"-  ferved  in  heaven  for  you,  an  inheritance 

*  Luke  XX.  .36".  ^  Eph.  vi.  24. 

"  incor- 
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"  incorruptible,  undtfiled,  and  that  fadeth     msii 
"  not  auay  ■'^'."  ^-^.^^ 

Accuftom  yourlelves  frequently  to  call 
to  mind  the  advice  of  the  Apoftle:  "  Ser- 
"  vants,  be  lubjecl  to  your  mailers  witli 
"  all  fear,  not  only  to  the  good  and  gen^ 
"  tie,  but  alio  to  the  froward,  tor  this  is 
"  thank-worthy,  if  a  man  for  confcience 
"  towards  God  endure  grief,  fuffering 
"  wrongfully  •]•."  There  is  indeed  no  ita- 
tion  of  hfe  in  which  the  virtue  of  patience 
will  not  be  much  wanted.  It  is  very  ne- 
ceflary  both  for  fervants  and  matters  :  the 
former  will  no  doubt  be  called  upon  to  ex- 
crcife  it  in  a  more  peculiar  manner.  But 
there  are  two  conhderations  which  may 
tend  to  alleviate  this  burden. 

Firit,  Servants  are  of  different  degrees, 
forae.  of  them  retained  only  for  fpecial  pur- 
pofes,  either  exprelled,  or  well  underftood 
by  both  parties,  a.nd  if  they  anfwer  thefe 
purpofes  fairly  and  honeRly,  they  difcharge^ 
the  duties  of  their  fervice. 

Secondly,  no  fervants  are  now  in  the 
fame  condition  with  thofe  of  more  remote 
times:  in   the   iearher   ages  of  th6' world 


••-7  J  I 


1  Pvt.  i.  4.  t  Ibid.  ii.  IS,  1(?. 

they 
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DISC,  they  were  (laves,  and  the  word  *  might  be 
jiroperly  fo  tranilated.  And  though  fer- 
vants  are  ftill  obhged,  no  doubt,  as  much 
as  ever  to  be  faithful  and  honeft,  "  not 
"  purloining,  but  (hewing  all  good  fide- 
**  lity  -f ,"  yet  they  are  not  bound  to  the 
performance  of  the  fame  bondage,  nor  for 
the  iame  duration.  With  us  they  have 
the  liberty  to  hire  themfelves,  and  the  con- 
tract is  for  fervice,  not  fervitude.  By  the 
happy  and  free  conltitution  of  this  Chrif- 
tian  country  they  are  not  (laves,  and  there 
is  no  law  of  Chrift  obliging  them  to  be- 
come fo.  "  Art  thou  called  being  a  fer- 
"  vant,"  or  more  properly  in  thofe  days, 
a  (lave,  *'  care  not  for  it,  but  if  thou 
"  mayeft  be  made  free,  ufe  it  rather  J.'" 
And  would  to  God  neither  the  name,  or 
the  thing,  had  any  longer  any  exiftence 
among  the  fons  of  Adam  ! 

But  though  they  are  happily  exempt 
among  us  from  the  galling  yoke  of  bon- 
dage, it  is  their  incumbent  duty  to  be- 
have with  fubmi(Iion  and  refpeft  to  their 

•  ^vMvM  fignifies  fe  totuni,  adjicere  fervitio  alicujus. 
Leigh's  Crit.  Sacra. 

t  Tit  ii.  10.  11  Cor.  vii.  21. 

mafterS' 
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mailers.  Wife  and  Chriftian  cou'v^jI  is  disc. 
that  which  is  given  them  by  the  Apoftle :  > 
it*  they  can,  to  "  pleafe  them  well  in  all 
"  things,  not  anfvvering  again  *."  Such 
a  courle  of  willing  and  chearful  obedience 
cannot  fail  to  render  their  fervice  lefs  pain- 
ful to  themfelves,  and  more  acceptable  to 
their  mafters.  Here  however  where  they 
ferve  only  by  agreement,  they  are  juftly 
and  legally  intitled  to  iniift  upon  the  per- 
formance of  the  conditions.  And  though 
they  are  obliged  by  all  the  ties  of  reafon 
and  intereft,  and  the  facred  fan6iions  of  re- 
liirion,  to  demean  themfelves  well  in  their 
fervice;  yet,  it  may  be,  they  are  not  bound 
bv  any  of  thei'e  obligations  to  continue 
beyond  the  term  of  their  contrad,  or  to 
fubmit  to  any  reflraints  but  thofe  which 
are  eftabliflied  by  cuftom.  They  may 
therefore  enjoy  as  much  freedom  as  is 
compatible  with  decorum,  with  fideUty  of 
their  contra6t,  and  with  due  fubordmation. 
When  they  think  they  can  be  treated  with 
more  kindnefs,  or  receive  a  better  recom- 
pence  for  their  fervice  from  a  new  mailer, 
or    in  another  flation,  they  are  at  liberty 

•  Tit.  ii.  9. 

to 
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i>Tsc.    to  avail  themlelves  of  it.     Confcieiice  nei- 

fXLir.  . 

v.*-v^^  ther  towarcLs  God  or  man  obliges  them 

thus  to  luffer  wrongfully.  On  the  con- 
trary, counfel  fuggefted  by  motives  ofpru- 
deiace,  may  at  all  times  be  adopted  with  in- 
tmcence. 

.  Let  lis  next  confider  the  reverfe  of  the 
propotition,  and  fee  what  ure  the  duties  of 
malters  to  their  fervants. 

And  we  muft  ailow  that  it  is  per- 
fectly juft  and  reaibnable  that  we  (liould 
demean  on  rfelves  towards  them  in  the  fame 
eonfcientious  and  religious  manner,  and  be 
us  cDnliderate  and  equitable  in  our  beha- 
viour to  them,  as  we  expert  they  ftioiild 
be  refpectful  and  honelt  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  us,  *'  forbearing  threatning  *."" 
It  is  an  evident  token  of  the  want  of  Ikill 
in  the  art  of  governing,  Avhen  much  feve- 
liity  is  required,  and  it  is  no  lefs  fo  of  a 
want  of  principle  both  in  religion  and  hu- 
manity, when  we  ufe  it  without  neceffity. 
'Let  us  beware  that  none  of  the  offences 
which  we  would  correct,  nor  any  influence 
of  bad  example,  be  owing  to  ourfelves. 
Let  us  not  in  any  degree  be  partakers  of 

♦  Eph.  vi.y, 

r  their 
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their  fins  by  giving  them  encouragement  disc. 
or  provocation  to  conmiit  them,  "  knowing  >^^ 
"that  we  alio  have  a  Mafter  in  heaven*." 
We  need  not  have  recourie  to  argument  in 
this  cafe  to  teach  us  what  is  jutt  and  rea- 
fonable,  or  to  induce  us  to  do  to  them 
what  we  fliouldwifh  them  to  do  to  us  in  hke 
circumfiances.  It  is  a  luppofition,  founded 
in  the  truth  of  Revelation,  that  we  arefer- 
vants  to  a  higher  Mafter,  even  a  hea- 
venly one,  who  will  deal  with  us  not  ac- 
cording to  our  rank,  but  according  to  our 
behaviour  in  it ;  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
which  coniilts  in  the  mutual  relations  of 
common  life.  And  as  God  is  juft,  we 
know  that  "  with  what  meafure  we  mete, 
"  it  fliall  be  meafured  to  us  again  -j-."  Jf 
we  are  injurious,  oppreflive,  inlblent,  or  in- 
humane, perhaps  it  had  been  better  for  us 
to  have  been  born  and  lived  under  the 
preffure  of  poverty,  than  to  be  wantoning 
in  the  iniblence  of  power.  It  is  true  our 
bodies  may  be  carried  to  the  grave  with  a 
little  more  funereal  ceremony  than  theirs, 
but  alas !  there  ends  all  our  boalied  dif- 
tni6tion  and   pre-eminence.     "  'I'he   ricii 

*  ColuiV.  iv.  1.  t  Matt.  vii.  C. 

VOL.  I  r.  Q  '*  man 
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DISC.     <«  man  died  and  w[is  buried  ^'."     Then  n 

\LII. 

^^0-y^^  different  proipect  opened  to  ins  view,  "  in 
"  hell  he  hflcd  up  his  ejes,  being  in  tor- 
**  ments,  and  iaw  Abraham  afar  off,  and 
*'  Lazarus  in  his  boibni  -f-.'*  It  is  eaiy  to 
infer  fron  hence  that  there  will  in  many 
imiances  be  a  change  of  ftation  in  the 
world  to  con)e,  "•'  Many  that  are  lirit,  iliall 
"  belaff,  andthelaff,  firftj." 

Let  me  inquire  then,  whetlier  you,  who 
are  mafters  and  heads  of  families,  watch 
over  the  fouls  of  your  fervants  ?  Whether, 
like  Abraham  orjolhua  of  old,  you  turn 
your  houfe  into  a  Bethel,  and  pray  daily 
with  them  ?  Whether,  how  unfalliionable 
foever  the  cuitom  may  now  become,  you 
uie  all  diligence  to  promote  their  fpiritual 
welfare,  that  for  your  own  fakes,  as  well  as 
theirs,  you  may  meet  them  at  the  laff  day 
with  joy,  and  not  with  grief,  before  the 
tribunal  of  Chrift.  It  was  the  faithful 
praftice  of  theie  ancient  worthies,  "  to 
"  connnand  their  houfliold  to  keep  the^ 
"  way  of  the  Lord  §,"  and  "  to  ferve 
*'  Him  II ;"  and  as  feeling  for   their  bell 

'■  Luke  xvi.  ?2.  t  Ibid.  23.  J  Matt.  xix.  30. 

§  Gcu.  xviii.  19.  ii  Jufhua  xxiv.  15. 

and 
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and  cleared  intereils,  would  they  not,  (don't 
you  think,)  inltru^t  tbem  what  thcle  ways 
of  the  Lord  were  ?  Would  they  not 
carefully  obi'erve  their  behaviour,  and  by 
feafonabble  counfel,  and  ferious  advice,  ad- 
moniib  and  rebuke  with  all  authority  the 
faulty^  and  endeavour  to  reclaim  them  ? 
^J'he  Hne  of  moral  duty  is  itill  the  fame. 
What  wai 'Abraham's  pra6tice  then,  is  ftill 
our  duty.  Do  we  then  ufe  the  like  autho- 
rity over  our  houiholds,  and  endeavour  to 
teach  them  by  example  as  well  as  precept,- 
"  what  is  that  goodj  and  acceptable,  and 
**  perfeft  will  of  God  *  ?"  We  are  not 
greater,  and  very  few  of  us  richer  than  our 
Father  Abraham.  And,  I  truft,  we  have 
all  humility  enough  to  think  that  we  are 
not  too  great,  or  too  rich  to  fon-e  our 
jMafier  who  is  in  heaven.  Let  not  a  day 
then  pafs  over  your  heads  without  its  ap- 
pointed hour  of  prayer  in  your  families. 
And  on  the  Lord's  day  more  efpecially, 
fet  apart  fome  portion  of  it  for  the  inlt ruc- 
tion of  the  iirriorant,  and  the  edification 
of  all  its  members.  In  a  word,  ufe  all  the 
means  ir^  your  power  to  do  them  fervice  in 

*  Rom.  xii.  2, 

Q  2  their 
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DISC,  their  moft  important. interefts.  This  is  to 
a6t  hke  the  father  of  a  family,  and  \^hen 
you  are  called  upon  to  gise  up  your  ac- 
count, you  \vill  be  enabled  to  fay  ^vith 
hum.blc  confidence,  Lo  !  here  I  am,  and 
the  children  and  fervants  whom  Thou  haft 
given  me. 

Such  are  the  reciprocal  duties  of  fervants 
and  mafters,  a  faithful  performance  of 
which,  according  to  the  will  of  God,  is 
the  fureft  way  of  obtaining  the  favour  both 
of  God  and  man,  for  if  it  proceed  from 
a  true  principle  of  religion,  God  will 
accept  it  as  a  lervice  done  to  Himfelf, 
and  "  they  ihall  by  no  means  lofe  their  re- 
"  ward*." 

Let  then  the  mafter  treat  his  fervants 
with  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs,  not  with 
imperioufnefs  and  contempt,  nor  fufpe6t, 
threaten,  or  accufe  them  without  reafon, 
but  hear  their  complaints  patiently,  and 
liflen  to  their  defence  with  impartiality  ; 
let  him  overlook  their  errors  with  good  hu- 
mour, and  pardon  their  faults  in  Chriltian 
charity ;  let  him  not  impofe  upon  them, 
even  when  lufly  and  ftrong,  greater  talks 

*  -Matt.  X.  42. 

than 


Bidij  of  Servants  and  Majlers,  229 

than  they  can  perform,  nor  compel  ihem  ^i^J'- 
in  the  laborious  works  of  agriculture  to  v^>r^ 
fare  harder  than  is  meet,  nor  fuffer  them 
in  ficknefs  to  want  any  thing  requiiite  to 
their  comfort  and  relief;  let  him  alfo  take 
care  to  pay  them  their  Mages  fully  and 
punctually  ;  let  him  exercife  his  authority 
to  urge  them  to  attend  upon  the  Hated  or- 
dinances of  religion  ;  let  him  affill  them  to 
underitand,  and  encourage  them  to  prac- 
tife,  every  part  of  their  duty  ;  let  hmi  re- 
ftrain  them  as  much  as  pollible  from  the 
fnares  of  11  n,  and  Itrive  to  divert  them 
from  the  allurements  of  temptation,  and 
particularly  from  ill-treating  and  corrupt- 
ing each  other. 

o 

Let  him  lliew  his  difpleafure,  \vhen  they 
do  amifs,  as  far,  and  no  farther,  than  the 
cafe  requires,  and  let  him  countenance  and 
reward  them  in  proportion  to  the  merit 
and  Irnoth  of  their  o-ood  fervices.  Tliefe 
are  the  natural  di6tates  of  reafon  and  hu- 
manity, and  clearly  implied  in  that  coni- 
preheniive  rule  of  Scripture,  "  Mailers, 
"  give  unto  your  fer\  ants  that  which  is  jufb 
"  and  equal,  knowing  that  ye  alfo  have  a 
"  iMafter  in  heaven  */' 

•Coloff.  iv.  1. 

Q  3  Before 
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^J^c.  Before  we  concliule  our  obforvations  on 
.y^v-w  the  fifth  Commandment  it  will  not  perhaps 
be  deemed  improper  briefly  to  notice  two 
other  relations  refulting  from  it,  though 
they  are  lefler  branches  of  duty,  I  niean, 
thofe  of  young  and  old,  of  low  and  high 
degree. 

An  indifpenfable  duty  of  youth  is  to 
reverence  the  perfons  and  advice  of  the 
aged,  and  neither,  on  account  of  the  in- 
iirmities  which  may  accompany  advanced 
years,  to  u{e  them  ill,  or  to  defpife  them, 
confidering  that  they  may  polTibly  one  day 
experience  the  fame  imbecility,  and  would 
therefore  ill  brook  fuch  treatment  under 
the  like  circumftances. 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  old  age  fliould 
make  due  allowances,  without  cynical  niQ- 
rofenefs,  or  peeviih  prejudice,  for  the  na- 
tural vivacity,  and  cheerful  difpoiitions  of 
young  perfons  ;  it  iV.ould  take  delight  in  in- 
Itructing  them  patiently,  and  rebuking 
ihem  mildly,  and  not  require  too  ftrid  and 
untimely  fubmifiion,  but  as  their  faculties 
ripen,  introduce  them  into  the  world,  and 
render  them  fit  companions  for  men  of 
piety,  learning,  and  judgment.     Thus  will 

old 
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old  aire  itlbltirrcKlLiallv  withdraw  with  iittif-    ]>isc. 


iu6lion  from  the  wei<rhuer  caies  and  inlio;- 
nificant  pleai'ures  of  the  M'orld,  and  wait 
with  pious  refignatiou  to  be  i'ummoned 
into  another  and  a  better  hfe. 

Laltiy  ;  It  is  incumbent  on  the  lower 
clafles  of  people  humbly  to  fubmit  them- 
felves  to  their  iuperiors  in  rank,  fortune, 
and  ability,  that  the  w  iidom  of  Providence, 
however  myiterious  it  may  feem  to  man, 
may  be  recognized  in  the  appointment  of 
different  ftations,  and  the  good  order  and 
peace  of  fociety  maintained  in  due  fubor- 
dination.  To  this  end,  the  poor  ibould 
not  envy  the  rich,  or  murmur  at  the  diitri- 
bution  of  thofe  gifts,  which  for  wile  pur- 
pofes  are  fo  unequally  diipenfed  among  the 
children  of  men.  Let  them  comfort  them- 
felves  in  the  reflection  that  this  tranhtory 
fcene  of  things  is  not  the  laft  ftate  of  cx- 
iftence,  nor  was  it  ever  defigned  to  be  a 
Hate  of  full  and  final  retribution.  Under 
this  perfuafion  let  them  "  learn,  in  what- 
**  ever  ftate  they  are,  therewith  to  be  con- 
"  tent  *,"  and  they  will  find  all  the  trou- 
bles and    hardflfips    of    a    lovv    condition 

*  Phil.  iv.  11. 

Q  4  com- 
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^Pj^-     comparatively   trifling,    and    confequently 
^■^^/-w  more  tolerable. 

And  let  not  thofe  who  move  in  a  higher 
fphere  forget  to  commiierate  the  diltreiiles, 
and  relieve  the  uauts  of  the  poor  ;  let  them 
exert  then-  authority  to  redreis  the  wrongs 
of  the  injured,  to  defend  the  caufe  of  the 
oppreffed,  to  admmdier  impartial  juftice 
without  refpe6l  of  perlbns,  to  gi\e  counte- 
nance and  encouragement  to  the  honeft 
and  indullrious,  and  to  reward,  out  of  their 
abundance,  thofe  that  deferve  well.  And 
let  them  remember,  that  if  they  wiih  to 
offer  up  an  acceptable  facrifice  to  the  com- 
mon Father  of  all,  they  muft  do  it  from 
a  principle  of  love  to  man  for  God's  fake, 
knowing  at  the  fame  time  that  all,  both 
rich  and  poor,  muft  ftand  before  the  judg- 
ment-feat of  Chrift,  when  "  he  that  doeth 
**  wrong  ihall  receive  for  the  wrong  which 
**  he  haih  done  *." 

Here  then  let  us  paufe  a  moment  and 
coniider  what  a  Paradife  this  land  would 
be,  if  thefe  relative  duties  were  confcienti- 
ouily  and  religioufly  oblervcd  by  all  thofe 
who    call    themfelves    Chriftians.      They 

*  Coloff.  iii.  25. 

might 
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might  tlien  have  the  comfortable  aflurance  i^^sc. 
of  experiencing  the  blefling  of  the  divine  n— v-^ 
proniife,  that  "  their  clavs  {houkl  be  long 
"  in  the  Innd  which  the  Lord  their  God 
"  giveth  them/'  And,  1  think,  we  may 
venture  to  affirm  that  longevity  and  prof- 
perity  vvoukl  then  go  hand  in  hand,  and 
with  length  of  days  in  this  world  their 
fouls  would  be  gradually  ripening  for  the 
harveft  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  through 
the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
our  only  Saviour  and  Redeemer. 

To  whom,  with  the  Father  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  three  perfons  and  one  God, 
be  afcribed  all  honour  and  glory  for  ever. 
Amen. 


N.  B.The  Author  has  tranfcribcd,  with  fome  littlo  alte- 
rations, a  great  part  of  Dr.  Ogdon's  two  Sormons  in  the 
followiDg  DifcourA",  the  fentiments  of  which  are  fo  juft, 
fo  ftriking,  and  fo  imprclfivc,  that  nothing  of  his  own 
could  be  more  appropriate. 
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Exodus  xx.  13. 
Thou  JJialt  not  Kill. 

All  the  commandments  of  the  fecond  ursc. 
tahle  have  an  immediate  reipect  to  that  sl^,^ 
duty  which  we  owe  to  our  fellow-creatures, 
whom  we  may  conlider  as  circumftanced 
under  fome  peculiar  marks  of  diftinttion, 
or  independent  of  it,  as  partakers  with  us 
of  one  common  nature.  AV  e  have  already 
taken  notice  of  fome  of  the  duties  which 
belong  to  thofe  dilt:in6tive  marks,  under 
the  titles  of  parents  and  children,  inferiors 
and  fuperiors,  mailers  and  fervants,  and 
the  like. 

13ut  there  are  other  duties  which  apper- 
tain univerfally  to  all,  without  diftin^lion, 

and 
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DISC,     and  concern  every  man  either  in  his  per- 
xLiii.    ^       ,,  ;       ,  ^ 

v-pv-w  Ion,  torliine,  or  character. 

Eirft  his  Pcrfon,  which,  under  this  pre- 
cept, now  properly  comes  under  coniide- 
ration  ;  and  for  the  Security  of  which,  as 
an  individual,  this  fixth  Commandment 
amply  provides.  "  Thou  flialt  not  kill." 
The  laws  of  God  are  all  of  them  iliort, 
but  comprehenfive.  In  difcourfmg  there- 
fore upon  which,  it  will  be  neceflary  firft 
to  trace  out  its  extent,  and  next, 

To  reprefent  the  guilt  and  danger  of  the 
violation  of  it. 

We  have  a  memorable  inftance  of  the 
extent  and  malignity  of  this  crime,  foon 
after  the  fall  of  Adam,  in  the  perfon  of  his 
firft-born  fon,  who,  from  a  diabolical  prin- 
ciple of  envy  and  malice,  "  becaule  his 
*'  brother*s  works  were  righteous,  and  his 
"  own  evil,  flew  him* !"  Alas!  how  quick 
the  tranfition,  after  the  introduftion  of  lin 
into  the  world,  from  the  innocence  of  cre- 
ation into  the  abyfs  of  mifery.  "  My 
*'  punilhment,"  faith  he,  "  is  greater  than 
"  I  can  bearf'."  Prompted  by  the  old 
Serpent  in  the  very  infancy  of  the  world, 

*  1  .)ohn  iii.  12.  t  Gen.  iv.  13. 

and 
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and  in  his  firft  efforts  to  overcome  the  un-  i>L«;a 
happv  race  of  Adam,  Cain  arrived  at  the 
very  hio,heft  pitch  of  guilt  and  wretched- 
nefs.  Pofleflin<;,  however,  fome  fenfe  of 
iliame,  and  fechng  the  compun6lions  ot 
natural  confcience,  he  thought  to  hide  him- 
I'elf  from  the  face  both  of  Gouand  man, 
left  the  indignation  of  the  Almighty  (liould 
purfue,  and  the  vengeance  of  man  overtake 
liim.  It  is  true  there  was  then  no  exprefs 
prohibition,  as  far  as  we  know,  againft  the 
fm  of  murder  ;  but  "  the  work  of  the  law 
"  was  written  in  his  heart,  his  conlcience 
''  bearing  witnefs,  and  his  thoughts  the 
"  mean  while  accufing  him*/'  He  was 
therefore  confcious  to  himfelf  of  the  crime 
he  had  committed,  and  initantly  preva- 
ricates, diflembles,  denies  it  with  a  mixture 
of  meannefs  and  infolence,  the  natural 
attendants  of  guilt.  "  Where,"  faith  the 
great  God,  "  is  Abel,  thy  brother?  And 
•'  he  laid,  I  know  not:  am  1  my  brother's 
"  keeper-)^?'* 

We  may  alfo  farther  notice  the  extent 
and  mahgnity  of  Cain's  fratricide,  by  the 
meafure  which  God   took  to  prevent  the 

"  Rom.  ii.  15.  t  Gen.  iv.  9. 
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repetition  of  fuch  a  crime.  "  Whofoev6l' 
"  flayeth  Cain,  vengeance  fliall  be  taken 
"  on  him  ieven-fokl*;"  and  at  the  fame 
time  bj  "  fetting  a  mark  upon  him,  left 
"  any  finding  him  fliould  kill  him :"  i.  e. 
ibme  vifible  but  unknown  token,  to  make 
him  a  hving  monument  of  the  divine 
wrath  againft  murder. 

In  the  fequel  of  the  fame  chapter  in 
which  this  catallrophe  is  related,  we  find 
mention  made  of  another  murder  being 
committed  before  there  was  any  revealed 
law  againft  it.  In  this  inftance,  likewife, 
the  criminal  was  fenfible  of  the  wrong  he 
had  done,  and  appears  to  feel,  and  even 
fuffer  the  y^ry  ftroke  which  He  had  in* 
fli6ted.  "  Hear  my  voice,  ye  wives  of 
*'  Lamech,  hearken  unto  my  fpeech,  fof 
**  I  have  flain  a  man  to  my  wounding, 
"  and  a  young  man  to  my  hurt-)-/'  Now 
there  is  reaibn  to  think  that  the  homicide 
committed  by  Lamech  was  much  more 
juftifiable  than  that  of  Cain's.  For  "  if 
•*  Cain,'*  faith  he,  "  fliall  be  avenged 
*'  feven-fold,  truly  Lamech  feventy  and 
*'  feven^fold  J ;"  that  is,  if  God  threaten^ 

*  Gen.  iv.  H,  t  tbid.  23.  %  Ibid.  24. 
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t?d  to  punifli  him,  who  fliould  flay  Cain,    ^^'^^ 


vvitli  fuch  exemplary  vengeance,  much 
more  feverely  will  He  punifti  any  one  who 
iliali  (lay  me,  whofo  crime  was  not  com-: 
initted  under  fuch  horrid  and  aggravated 
ciix'umltunces. 

Theie  are  the  only  two  inflances  upon 
record  before  the  flood  of  the  perpetration 
of  murder,  and  they  feem  to  differ  mate- 
rially in  their  criminality.  Immediately 
after  the  flood,  however,  the  law  againft 
murder  was  exprefsly  delivered  under  pain 
of  death.  And  this  precept  of  the  deca^ 
logue  is  only  a  repetition,  or  rather  abridge^ 
nient  of  that  original  law  given  to  Noah 
and  his  fons,  and  through  them  to  all  the 
world.  "  AVhofo  (heddeth  man's  blood, 
"  by  man  fliall  his  blood  be  (bed:  for  in 
"  the  image  of  God  made  He  man*." 
Now  if  this  divine  image  in  man  were 
utterly  eflFaced,  not  only  the  aggravation, 
but  conftituent  guilt  of  murder  would 
ceafe  ;  for  it  is  an  offence  againft  the  image 
of  God,  and  the  injury  thereby  done  to 
man,  is  an  a6t  of  direft  and  grofs  impiety. 
Surely  then  it  is  of  the  wideil  extent  if  we 

*  Gen,  ix.  6. 
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take  no  farther  view  of  it ;  but  if  wc  alfo 
confide r  it  in  a  political  light,  it  will,  I  fear, 
be  found  to  be  pregnant  with  great  and 
peculiar  circumitances  of  guilt. 

The  lofs  of  a  citizen  is  at  all  times  to  be 
accounted  a  misfortune  to  the  public:  the 
ilrength  and  glory  of  a  prince  confift  in 
the  number  and  well-being  of  his  fubje6ls  : 
what  wonder  then  is  it  if  he  fliew  the  moft 
implacable  refentment  againft  thofe  who 
rob  him  of  his  national  pride  and  power  ? 
But  this  is  not  all ;  murder  is  a  violent 
outrage  and  atrocious  breach  of  the  public 
peace  of  fociety,  and  the  moll  horrid  in- 
vafion  of  thofe  rights,  which  the  order  of 
civil  government  was  inilituted  to  protect. 
And  as  the  baleful  influence  of  this  crime 
tends  to  diminilh  the  glory  of  the  Sove- 
reign, and  weaken  the  interefts  of  the  State, 
fo  is  its  malignity  felt  by  many  individuals 
at  once  with  peculiar  anguilh.  The  wrong 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  unhappy 
fufFerer.  He,  poor  mortal !  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  any  farther  violence,  and  knows 
not  the  affli6iion  of  the  widow,  and  the 
heart-felt  Ibrrow  of  the  helplefs  orphans. 
A  hufband,   a  wife,   a  child,  or  a  friend 

taken 
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taken  away  by  the  hand  of  Providence,    disc 


has,  in  fome  diftrefsful  cafes,  and  to  minds 
of  exquifite  feniibility,  been  known  to  be 
an  affliction  too  heavy  to  be  borne,  and 
through  exceffive  grief  a  fecond  funeral  has 
foon  fueceeded  the  former.  How  greatly 
then  muft  the  e^riguilh  be  aggravated,  and 
every  (ling  of  grief  Iharpened,  when  the 
deadly  blow  was  unprovoked,  cruel,  mur- 
derous ! 

To  the  miferable  fufFerer  himfelf  the 
injury  is  the  higheft  that  can  poffibly  be 
offered  in  human  nature.  The  murderer 
ftrips  him  at  once  not  only  of  the  light, 
but  of  all  the  comforts  and  bleffmgs  of  this 
M-Torld,  and  of  what  is  of  infinitely  greater 
moment,  the  time  and  means  of  making 
preparation  for  another.  He  cuts  him  oft 
perhaps  while  his  repentance  was  yet  im- 
perfect, in  an  unguarded  and  unthinking 
hour,  and  at  one  ftroke  ;  dreadful  thought! 
coniigns,  it  may  be,  two  immortal  fouls  to 
endlefs  perdition.  Oh,  let  us  then  be 
always  ready,  for  at  an  hour  when  we  think 
not,  our  Lord  cometh  !  Let  us,  I  fay, 
be  always  ready,  and  not  put  it  in  the 
power  of  any  man  to  do  us   fuch  an  infi- 

VQL.  II.  R  nitely 
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nitely  irreparable  injury  ;  that  our  greateft 
enemies,  vvheiher  foreign  or  domeftic, 
when  they  have  it  in  their  power,  may  be 
able  only  to  "  kill  the  body*."  Let  us 
beware  we  take  away  the  fting  of  death, 
and  efcape  the  cruelleft  part  of  their  malice, 
if  we  die  prepared  for  judgment.  It  is 
poffibie  to  derive  benefit  to  ourfelves  from 
the  iins  of  others,  when  they  induce  us  for 
our  own  fake  "  to  be  more  early  and  more 
"  earneft  in  the  important  work  of  our  fal- 
*'  ration ;  then  will  the  fruit  be  fweet, 
♦'  though  the  root  be  bitter." 

Happy,  thrice  happy,  for  every  foul,  if, 
through  the  common  frailty  of  our  ftate, 
and  the  dangers  which  fun'ound  us,  we  be 
induced  to  make  Gou  our  friend;  to  take 
to  ourfelves  "  the  ftiield  of  faith,  and  the 
**  helmet  of  falvation  f ;"  armour  which 
will  at  all  times  enable  us  "  to  quench  the 
'*  fiery  darts"  of  our  worft  enemy.  "  He 
«  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning:]:;** 
his  wiles  and  malignity  brought  death  into 
the  world,  and  his  delight  is  to  "  go  about 
"  feeking  whom  he  may  devour^"  by  any 

♦  Matt.  X.  28.  t  Ep^-  '^i-  ^^>  ^^• 

Vjohnviii.44.  §  1  Pet.v.8. 
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infernal  practices.  If  you  fufFer  yourfelves  bisg. 
to  be  overcome  by  his  fLrggeftions,  the  ^*^^^ 
mifery  \vill  be  great,  irreparable,  eternal. 

The  murderer,  who  takes  your  hfe,  is 
utterly  unable  to  make  reftitution  ;  but  the 
decree  of  the  Almighty  muft  ftand  fure, 
that  you  (hall  be  raifed  from  the  dead  ait 
the  laft  day,  and  be  "  clothed  upon*''  with 
a  body  no  longer  liable  to  diflfblution.  If 
unhappily  you  ftvould  be  found  "  dead  in 
*'  trelpafles  and  hns-f"  at  that  awful  junc- 
ture, there  will  remain  no  refurre6tion  frorn 
that  death,  but  an  ehdlefs  ftate  of  mifery 
and  defpair.  Beware  then  left  by  any 
means  "  that  da}?-  come  upon  you  un- 
"  awaresl!" 

But  this  precept,  according  to  our  Savi- 
our's interpretation  of  it,  doth  not  confnie 
itfelf  only  to  the  prohibition  of  aftual  mur- 
der;  it  forbids  all  caufes  and  degrees  of  it, 
fuch  as  hatred,  rafh  anger,  revenge,  (lander, 
t'alfe  aecuiktions,  and  whatever  elfe  may 
prejudice  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  our  neigh- 
hour,  or  tempt  us  to  fee  him  forfeit  his 
life,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  ref- 
cue  it. 

*  2  Cor.  V.  2.  t  Eph.  ii.  1.  ;  Luke  xxi.  5i. 
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DISC.  Or  if  the  intent  of  murder  lurk  privily 
s^^-^  in  tlie  heart,  and  hath  not  vented  ilfelf 
into  open  violence,  it  contracts  the  fame 
guilt  in  the  eye  of  that  God  who  feeth  not 
as  man  feeth  ;  for  the  innocence  or  guilt 
of  ji  prepenfe  action  proceeds  from  the 
heart. 

li  the  em]>ryo  fmncr  fhould  be  touched 
with  remorfe,  and  repent  of  his  wickcdnefs 
before  the  comniiiVion  of  it,  Hill  who  ftiall 
proclaim  his  innocence,  fmce  repentance 
always  ijnplies  guilt?  And  the  comniand- 
nient  Qf  God  is  exceeding  broad ;  for 
'"  the  .|;h(H3ght  of  fooliflmefs  is  fin*.'"'  By 
the  pure  and  uncorrupt  morality  of  the 
Gofpel,  "  Whofoever  lookcfh  on  a  woman 
"  te  kill  after  her,  hath  committed  adul- 
**  tery  with  her  already  in  his  heart -j*  ;'* 
and  "  whofoever  hateth  his  brother  is  a 
"  murderer  J."  Alas!  who  may  ftand  in 
thy  fight,  O  Lord,  who  art  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  iniquity  ?  The  heart  is 
deceitful  above  all  things,  and  dei'perately 
wicked  ;  yet  Thou  fee^l  its  very  fecret 
thoughts,  the  inmoil  recedes  of  its  malig- 
nity!      How  then  fliall  we  appear  in  thy 

*  Prov.  x\iv.  9.  I  Matt.  v.  28.  J  1  John  iii.  15, 
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i)rerericc,  even  o-uiltlefs  oi"  this  cliariic,  or  i^i^c. 
how  (liall  we  lift  up  our  hearts  unto  thee  ?  ^.^^-^ 
liCt  us  adopt  the  humble  conteirioii  ot  the 
Propliet :  "  O  Lord,  the  great  and  dread- 
"  ful  CiOD,  we  have  hnned  and  committed 
"  inii^uity,  and  have  done  wickedly,  and 
"  have  rebelled,  even  by  departing  tVoin 
"  thy  precepts  and  thy  judgments.  O 
"  Loiii),  righteoulhels  belongeth  unto 
**  Thee,  but  unto  us  confulion  of  faces ^'." 
Thus  every  mouth  mud  be  Itopped,  and 
ail  the  world  become  guilty  before  Goi^  ; 
for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  lin  ;  by 
that  law  efpeciaily  which  makes  the  look 
only  oi'  lull  to  be  adultery,  and  malice, 
murder. 

It  is  to  be  ol)rer\ed,  however,  that  it  is 
not  murder  to  kill  a  man  in  the  jidi  de- 
fence of  yom'lelf,  or  of  another,  irom  an 
act  of  perlbnal  violence  :  the  blood  of  him 
that  is  llain  is  upon  his  own  head,  if  his 
band  was  lifted  up  to  (bed  blood. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  that  blood 
which  is  jjnlt  in  the  legal  execution  of  jui- 
tice.  "  If  any  man  hate  his  neighbour, 
*'  and    lie   in   wait   lor  him,   and    riie    up 

*  Dan.  ix.  4,  5,  7- 
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"  againft  him,  and  faiite  him  mortally  that 
''  he  die,  thine  eye  fliall  not  pity  him  *.'' 
*'  If  a  man  alfo  come  prefumptuoudy  upon 
*'  his  neighbour  to  flay  him  M'ith  guile, 
*'  thou  flialt  take  him  fi'om  mine  altar  that 
*'  he  may  die-f."  The  condign  punifli- 
ment  of  fuch  an  offender  is  fo  far  from  in- 
curring, that  it  removes  the  guilt  of  inno- 
cent blood.  "  The  Elders  of  his  city 
*'  {hall  deliver  him  into  the  hand  of  the 
"  avenger ;  and  thou  flialt  put  away  the 
"  guilt  of  innocent  blood  from  llrac),  that 
"  it  may  go  well  vvith  tlicej/'  To  pily 
or  pardon  in  fuch  cafe  is  cruelty,  and 
mercy  is  a  kind  ot"  fecond  murder. 

It  may  likewife  be  neceffary,  for  the 
fake  of  public  example  and  public  utility, 
to  punifn  fonie  other  oilt?nces  of  a  lefs 
heinous  nature:  inftances  of  iuch  fakuary 
ieverity  are  recorded  in  the  laws  of  Jewifh 
polity §.  And  without  detracling  either 
from  the  wildom  or  policy  of  our  ov>n5  as 
all  the  laws  of  God,  we  are  ailhred,  arc 
founded  in  ftrift  juftice,  the  adoption  of 
forae  of  ihem  into  our  national  code,  mighf 

*  Dent.  xix.  11.  f  Exod.  xxi.  II.. 

I  Deut.  xix.  1-2,  13.  ^  Sec  Lcviiicus,  chap.  xx. 
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operate  as  a  greater  reilrauit  upon  vice,  disc. 
and  thereby  tend  to  the  retbrinalion  of  s]^,-^ 
public  manners.  It  is  not  unreaionable 
to  Aippofe,  that  the  relaxation  of  public 
morals,  how  defective  foever  the  motive 
from  which  they  fpring,  may  be  in  Ibme 
meafure  owini--  either  to  the  mildneis  o'i 
the  laws  themfelves,  or  the  want  of  their 
due  execution.  It  can  be  however  no 
reproach  to  a  nation  to  aver,  that  the  laws 
of  God  are  wifer  than  thole  of  men,  whe- 
ther it  may  be  expedient  or  not,  under  dif- 
ferent circumftances  and  ditlerent  modifi- 
cations of  government,  to  engraft  ours 
upon  ihcm. 

The  blood  that  is  (lied  in  war  may  alfo 
be  unavoidable,  and  conlequently  julll- 
fiable  ;  when  it  is  fo,  God  only  knows,  and 
will  judge.  In  molt  cafes  of  this  Ibrt,  we 
are  able  to  frame  but  xcry  imperfef^Tt  no- 
tions, neither  is  it  our  province.  'i'he 
apoftolical  rule  is  wife  and  liife — "  Put 
"  them  in  mind  to  be  lubjeft  to  principa- 
"  hties  and  powers''^."  AVe  are  not  at 
liberty  to  cenfure,  when  we  do  not  under- 
ftand,  nor  perhaps  always  when  we   do, 

*.Tit.  iii.  1. 
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J^^sc-  We  mav  lament,  however,  (and  never 
more  than  in  the  late  and  preient*  war) 
if  we  do  not  condemn  the  {laughter  of  the 
human  race. 

It  is  fomewhere  recorded  of  a  warrior, 
in  profane  hiftory,  that  in  the  courfe  of  his 
wars  he  boalted  he  had  (lain  three  milhons 
of  his  fellow-creatures.  You  cannot  com- 
pute beforehand  how  much  mifchief  you 
let  loofe,  when  you  let  loofe  the  dogs  gf 
war.  It  had  been  well  for  many  a  con- 
queror if  he  had  been  cut  off  in  his  firft 
battle,  before  he  was  intoxicated  with  his 
viftories,  or  had  acquired  that  habitual 
third  for  the  deftruction  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  which  is  faiiely  called  glory,  but 
will  cover  him  with  evnrlafting  confuiion. 
*'  I  beheld,"  faith  Si  John,  ''  and  the 
"  heaven  departed  as  a  fcroil  when  it  is 
"  rolled  togetlier,  and  every  nionntaiti  and 
"  ifland  were  removed  out  of  their  places: 
"  and  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  (he  great 
'^  men,  and  the  rich  men,  ^]v\  the  chir-f 
"  captains,  and  the  niighly  men  hid  ihem- 
-^*  felves  m  the  dens  and  in  ihe  roeks  of 
^'  the  moiHiiains,  and  faid  to  the  moun- 
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tains  and  rocks,  {\\\\  on  u.^j,  and   liide  us    nisr. 

ir. 


**  from  the  face  of  Him  that  iittctli  on  the  ^s 


"  throne*." 

But  however  authorized  murder  inav  be 
in  the  held  of  hnittle,  there  i^  another  ine- 
cies  of  it  extremely  prevalent  in  this  ifland, 
founded  on  the  laws  oF  honour,  modern 
honour,  the  a;ho(t  of  a  departed  principle  ! 
Duelling  is  now  become  the  general  arbi- 
ter of  private  quarrels,  in  w  hich  each  party, 
highly  exafperated  with  premeditated  re- 
venge, fecks  to  take  away  the  lite  of  his 
antagonift.  A  practice,  in  every  ien^e 
indefenfible,  and  it  is  much  to  be  wilhed 
for  the  fake  of  public  peace,  for  the  pre- 
vention of  one  of  the  greateft  crimes  in 
civil  fociety,  and,  above  all,  for  preferving 
the  laws  of  God  inviolate,  that  the  legif- 
lature    would    enaft   fuch  laws    as    mijiht 

to 

eft'ectually  put  a  ftop  to  it  t)y  perpetual 
banilliment,  temporary  confifcation,  or  a 
ftated  impriibnment  of  both  parties.  But 
above  all,  let  it  l)e  remembered,  that  thoi'e 
who  fall  in  fuch  engagements,  go  into  the 
other  world,  not  only  void  of  charity, 
(which  is  abfolutely  necefihry  to  their  hap- 

*  Rev.  vi.  14. 
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DISC,  pinefs  there)  but  glowing  with  the  refent- 
\^y^  mcnt  of  wrath  and  fury.  And  when  thefe 
paffions  have  the  laft  pofleffion  of  their 
fouls,  what  fociety  of  fpirits  can  that  be 
with  which  their  fouls  are  capable  of  aflb- 
ciating  for  ever  and  ever  ?  Does  not  truth 
compel  us  to  ov/n  that  they  are  fit  com- 
pany only  for  that  fpirit  who  was  a  "  mur- 
*'  derer  from  the  beginning*?" 

Laftly,  there  is  another  kind  of  murder 
yet  remaining  unnoticed,  that  of  fuicide, 
or  when  perfons  deftroy  their  own  lives. 
They  are  equally  tranfgrefibrs  of  this  com- 
mandment (except  in  cafes  of  actual  infa^ 
nity  or  lunacy,  which  render  them  not 
accountable  for  their  a6lions,)  and  there^ 
fore  liable  to  the  punifhment  of  murder  in 
general.  So  far  indeed  as  any  particular 
fentiments  or  prevailing  difpofitions  are 
the  root  and  foundation  of  this  unnatural 
crime,  fo  far  they  fubje6l  themlelves  to 
greater  condemnation.  If  pride,  envy,  or 
ambition  have  ib  much  gained  the  afcen- 
dency  over  their  rninds,  that  they  will  not 
endure  a  fuperior,  or  even  a  rival,  but  in 
the  height  of  their  arrogance  or  rcfentineot 

*  John  viii.  4-1.. 
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tbiiik  ill  to  avenge  it  upon  tlieinfelves,. 
what  can  they  rcalbnably  expe6i;,  but  to 
feel  the  weiirht  of  Solomon's  remark  in  its 
full  extent,  "  Pride  goeth  before  deftruc- 
"  tion,  and  a  haughty  Ipirit  before  a  fcili*?" 
And  It  is  well,  if  it  prove  not  a  fall  into 
eternal,  as  well  as  temporal,  death ;  be- 
caufe  the  crimes  which  gave  occafion  to  it, 
like  thofe  of  Ahitophel  and  Judas,  lead  to 
mifery  and  ruin  ;  or  like  that  of  Satan's, 
uhich  plunged  him  from  the  throne  of 
Heaven  into  the  loweft  abyf^j  of  Hell. 

This  leads  us  to  the  next  conlideration, 
viz.  the  guilt  and  danger  conlequent  on  the 
breach  of  this  commandment  in  every  point 
of  view. 

The  very  'dct  of  murder  fixes  a  deep 
and  immediate  itain  upon  the  ibul ;  and 
that  even  thole  intentions  and  atTetFtions 
uiiich  the  Gofpel  hath  reduced  to  the 
prohibition  of  the  te.\t,  imply  that  pecu- 
liarity of  guilt  and  danger  in  them,  where 
no  actual  violence  is  the  reliilt,  which 
render  the  foul  obnoxious  to  the  infinite 
wrath  of  God.  For  this  reafon  the  very 
fame  a6tion,  which,  proceeding  from  a  bad 

•  Prov.  xvi.  18. 
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DISC,  motive,  becomes  highly  criminal,  is  per- 
fe6lly  blameleis,  when  that  is  not  the  foun- 
dation of  it.  In  the  one  cafe,  guilt 
ftrongly  attaches  to  the  action,  whilft  in 
the  other,  only  innocence  to  him  who  de- 
ftroys  his  neighbour's  life  through  igno- 
rance, or  his  own,  in  a  fit  of  infanity. 

Let  us  therefore  beware  that  we  b(  come 
not  tranfo-reffors  of  this  commandment  in 

o 

this  extenfive  and  evangelical  fenfe  of  it, 
as  orioinatinii  in  the  thouo;ht  and  intent 
of  the  heart ;  for  whilit  we  are  free  from 
all  outward  reflraints,  we  may  be  mur- 
derers in  the  light  of  Ooi).  Men  who 
are  afraid  to  handle  the  inflruments  of 
death,  may  *^  ("hoot  cut  their  arrows,  even 
'•'  bitter  words*,"  and  pierce  the  fouls  of 
their  inoffenfive  brethren  v.ith  exprefiions 
of  cruelty,  hatred,  and  revenge.  But  let 
them  remember  that  the  blood  (fo  to  fpeak) 
thus  (bed  in  imaginatinu,  iball  be  laid  to 
their  charge,  and  the  reward  of  a  bitter 
and  periecuting  tongur,  (liall  be,  as  the 
iniquity  itfelf  is,  *'  mighty  and  fharp 
"  arrows  with  hot  bunfing  coals  f/'  *'  For 
'^  wliofoever    is    anDr\     vith    his    brothtr 

-*  Pulm  Uiv.  .5.  t  Pf'il'^  '^xx-  •''• 
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"  the  judgment ;  and  vvhofoever  (hall  lay 
"  to  his  brother,  Raca,  (hall  be  in  danger 
"  of  the  council ;  but  whofoever  fhall  (ay, 
**•  thou  fool,  Ihuli  be  in  danger  of  hell- 
«'  fire*." 

Let  then  the  knowledge,  extent,  and 
fpirituality  of  this  divine  precept  teach  us 
not  only  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  fin  of  mur- 
der, but  the  excellence  of  evangelical  mo- 
rality ;  that  we  may  learn  not  only  to 
have  the  tendered  regard  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  our  neighbour's  perfon,  but  for 
the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  his  life; 
that  inftead  of  any  aggreffions  of  violence 
and  injury  ftiewn  to  him,  we  may  abound 
in  a6ls  of  beneiicence ;  that  anger  may  be 
prevented  by  habitual  meeknefs,  hatred 
extirpated  by  loving-kindnefs  and  com- 
paflion,  the  fire  of  revenge  quenched  by 
foft  anfwers  and  mild  endearments,  and 
the  poifon  of  malice  checked  by  the  oil  of 
complacency  and  good-will.  Thus  fliall 
we  fulfil  the  end  of  the  commandment; 
and   by  cultivating  thefe  heavenly  difpo- 

*  Matt.  V.  22. 
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fitions  here,  be  ?:ni(iaally  preparing  for 
the  inheritance  of  the  ever  blelied  manlions 
of  love,  and  peace,  and  joy,  through  his 
merits,  who  ever  livelh  \Mth  the  Father 
and  the  Ho]3^  Spirit,  one  God,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 
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Exodus  xx.  14. 
Thou  JJialt  not  commit  Adultery. 

In  the  preceding  commandment  we  have  dkc. 
{etn  what  care  God  has  taken  for  the 
iecurity  and  prote61:ion  of  every  man's  per- 
Ibn.  The  precept  which  I  have  juft  read 
extends  farther,  as  he  is  confidered  in  the 
relation  of  marriage,  and  in  the  duties  re- 
fulting  from  it.  The  former  cafts  a  (hield 
around  liim  from  the  attacks  of  hatred^ 
revenge,  and  bloodihed ;  the  latter  defends 
him  from  the  wanton  impurities  and  mif- 
chievous  eftetTts  of  unbridled  lults.  The 
lin,  which  is  here  exprefsly  forbidden,  is 
the  deteltable  crime  of  adultery ;  and,  as  the 
greater  includes  the  lels,  all  thoie  pollu- 

tion"> 
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^?Pj^;  tions  wliicli  defile  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
'-^/-^  Ghoft.  TIic  term  itfelf  is  but  too  experi- 
mentally  underilooLl  to  require  a  definition, 
and  too  fatal  in  its  confequences  to  adnnt 
of  palliation.  It  may,  however,  ftriclly  be 
dcfcnbed  to  be  a  carnal  fin  committed  be- 
twixt perlbns,  the  one  or  both  of  them 
married  to  another.  It  is,  therefore,  in 
its  nature  a  very  heinous  fin,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  part  of  the  married  perfon  in- 
tolerable and  inexcufable.  And  even  in 
an  unmarried  pcribn  it  is  in  Scripture 
denominated  "  a  great  wickednefs  and  fin 
"  agcunft  God*." 

The  temporal  puniiliinent  affigned  to  it 
by  the  law  of  God  is  no  lefs  than  death — 
death  to  both  the  oifending  parties.  "  The 
"  adulterer  and  the  adulterefs  fliall  furely 
"  be  put  to  death -jV  It  was  the  fame 
punilbitient  which  was  annexed  to  murder, 
and  greater  than  that  inflicted  for  theft. 
And  if  human  laws  were  as  ri2;orous  in  the 
puniftiment  of  fin,  as  divine  authority  en- 
joins, the  fear  of  it  might  poilibly  have 
greater  influence  in  deterring  men  from 
the  commiflion  of  adultery,  than  either  a 

*  Gen.  xxxix.  £/.  -{•  Levit.  xx.  10. 
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fenfe  of  flianie,  or  even  the  denunciation  of  Ytiii. 
eternal  vengeance.  Iliilory '''  records,  that  >^/-^ 
our  Saxon  progenitors,  even  in  their  Pagan 
and  idolatrous  ftate,  fo  abominated  this 
lin,  that  they  made  adultery  and  fornica- 
tion ahke  puniiliable  with  death,  and  in- 
iViclcd  it  upon  the  guilty  with  extreme 
leverity.  Perhaps  it  might  have  redound- 
ed more  to  the  honour  of  ChrifHan  Icgifla- 
tors,  and  contributed  more  to  the  fnpport 
of  Chriltian  nioralitv,  if  the  iiime  law  had 
Itill  Continued  in  force.  Job  exprefsly 
calls  it  "  a  heinous  crime  ;  yea,  an  iniquity 
"  to  be  punilhed  by  the judges-j-;"  "a  fire 
''  that  conl'umeth  to  de(tru6tion"  both  of 
body  and  Ibid. 

But  however  fuch  workers  of  iniquity 
may  eibape  the  twmpond  judgment  of  men, 
t'ither  through  their  clandeftine  artifices, 
or  the  too  Ituient  cenfures  of  the  law,  yet 
how  Hiall  they  elude  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  God,  and  thofe  eternal  punifli- 
ments   which  await   tliem ;    for   "  whore- 

*  SpoctrsChvuii.  p.  289.  N.B.  This  cuftom  conlinucd 
tiiuong  ihem  after  Uicir  converfion  to  Cliiiltianity,  till  tho 
.  >  ar  of  Chrili  750,  when  the  Antichrirtian  See  of  Rcni^ 
I'nrogatcd  it  as  too  rigorous. 

1   Job  xx\i.  11,  12. 

VOL.  11.  s  **  mongers 


258  Adultcr^j. 

Dfsc.    "   moiifrer.s    and     adulterers     God     will 


XLt\' 


lipt  us  then  firft  confidrr  the  aggravated 
guilt  of  this  crime ;  and,  fecondly,  the 
o-reat  injultice  of  it ;  that  being  warned  of 
Its  confequences  we  may  learn  to  efcape 
the  vengeance  due  to  it. 

Firil  then  it  is  a  grofs  violation  of  the 
folemn  and  plighted  vow  of  niatnuiony, 
and  adds  a  dircd  act  of  perjury  to  the 
breach  of  conjugal  fidelity.  It  alienates 
the  affections  from  that  peribn  whom  God, 
and  the  nmtual  confent  of  both  parties,  by 
the  moft  facred  ties  joined  together,  whom 
the  folemn  rites  of  the  Church  coniecrated, 
and  the  legal  fanctions  of  the  State  de- 
voted to  each  other.  It  therefore  carries 
with  it  accumulated  guilt,  and  muft  ac- 
cordingly await  the  reward  of  accumulated 
punilhment. 

vSecondly,  the  injultice  of  fuch  an  a6l  is 
evident  in  the  train  of  evil  confequences 
reiiilting  from  it.  It  is  not  iinfre(}uendy 
the  lamentable  fource  of  a  Ipurious  off- 
fpring,  and  iuppofititious  claims,  intro- 
ducing- itran^re  blood  into  the  inheritance 


o 
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of  Icgiiimate   cliildren,    and   thereby   de- 
frauding them  of  tlieir  lawful  patrimony. 

But  the  evil  does  not  liop  here.  It 
leaves  a  ftain  upon  poderity  yet  unborn, 
and  entails  the  curfe  of  (Jgd  upon  a  fjnful 
and  adulterous  generation.  It  is  a  wrong 
not  only  in  its  very  nature  grievous  and 
intolerable  to  a  man  of  tender  fenfibility, 
but  for  the  moil  part  irreparable  and  full 
of  defpair  to  the  innocent  party.  Pro- 
du6live  of  fuch  mifchiefs,  who  can  view  it 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  moft  cruel, 
oppreflive,  and  irremediable  a6l  of  in- 
juitice  ?  Shall  it  be  faid  in  extenuation  of 
fuch  grofs  iniquity,  that  "  flolen  waters  are 
**  fweet*,"  and  that  it  is  a  matter  of  fport 
thus  to  beguile  the  innocent  and  unwary  ? 
()  fhame  1  fhame !  on  fuch  folly.  Who 
art  thou,  O  man  !  to  boait  of  fuch  wick- 
ednels  ?  Doft  thou  not  know,  that  in  the 
end  it  ihall  prove  worfe  than  gall  and 
wormwood  ?  Trouble  and  vexation,  fear 
and  guilt,  are  its  infeparable  companions ; 
and  though  the  prevalence  of  falhion  may 
for  a  time  reconcile  it  to  the  adulterers 
and  adulterefles  of  the  prefent  age,  a  time 

*  Prov.  ix.  17. 
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will  come  \shon  they  ^vlll  be  reniible  -o/ 
tlieircoiiten)pt  of  God's  liiws,  when  tribu- 
latk)!!  and  anguini,  indignation  and  wrath 
iliall.  over\\hehn  their  IbuLs  witli  everlatting 
'{bame  and  coiiiuiion. 

True  it  is  th;it  the  injuftiee  and  wrong- 
are  lomewbat  lefs  criminal  in  tbrnication ; 
Ijut  it  is  alike  offenlive  to  the  divine  autho- 
ritv,  by  which  all  kinds  of  impurity  arc 
forbidden,  and  forbidden  under  the  gene- 
ral   term    of  adultery.     For    the    law    of 
(!loD  is  perfe6t,  and  every  fpecies  of  chaf- 
tity  m  tiiought,  and   word,  and  deed,  i$ 
there  enjoined  under  the  fevereft  fan6llons. 
<'•  Tf  an}'  man  defile  the  temple  of  God, 
"  him    llmll  God  deftroy^'."     Therefore 
"  flee  fornication,  for  he  that  committeth 
^'  fornication,    llnncth    againit    his    own 
''  bodyj-.".   How  egregioully  then  do  they 
deceive    theml'elves    who    think,    that  the 
frerment  and  prevnihng  commiflion  of  it  is 
anv  palliation   of  its   guilt.     Let  us  hear 
the  irreverilble  ientence  of  the  Almighty 
a^ainlt  it;  "  n(  lllier  fornicators,  nor  ido- 
"   latere,    n.or   adultijrers  iliall   inherit  the 
"'^' kingdom   of  Cod;].."     No:    the   New 

*   1  Cor.  iii.  17-  1    H^id.  vi.  ],S.  J  Ibid.  .9,  I'-"*- 
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Jerufaleni,  which  is  abo\e,  is  a  holv  citv,  ^'>^^^'- 
and  no  unclean  thing  ihali  enter  inlo  it. 
♦*' Without  are  dogs  and  forcerers,  and 
*'  whoremongers,  ;ind  niui'derers,  and  ido- 
'*  laters*."  And  it  might  be  well  with 
them,  comparatively  fpeaking,  if  all  their 
])uni{liment  were  only  to  be  left  without. 
But  alas  !  there  is  a  "  lake  of  fire  ancl 
•'  brimftone^  prepared  for  them-j-,"  into 
which  they  (I'lall  be  caft,  and  "  have  their 
"^  portion,'  which  is  the  fecond  de^ith.'* 
And  who  lliall  contradict  the  awful  truth,' 
that  the  flames  of  lufl  fliall  be  confumcd 
in  the  fire  of  hell  ?  Apprized  pf  this  idlie, 
St.  .Piiul  admoniflied  his  Coloiriaa  con- 
verts to  "',mortiiy  their  members  which 
*^  ^1  re  upon, the  earth,  fornication,  unclean- 
*'  nefs,  inordinate  afleCtion,  concupifcence,'* 
and  the  like,  ', '  .  "  •*    '       .* 

Under  this  commandment  are  alfo  for- 
bidden all  inceftuous  mixtures,  whether 
arifing  from  the  degrees  of  afFinity  fpecifled 
in  the  18th  chapter  of  Leviticus,  or  refult- 
ing  from  the  cloier  ties  of  confanguinity. 
The  nearer  any  perfons  are  i'o  related  to 
each  other,  the  greater  the  abomination, 

*  Rev.  xxii.  \5.  I   Ibid,  xxi.  8. 
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DISC,  whether  it  be  committed  under  pretence 
^-*>.^w  of  marriage,  which,  in  fach  cafe,  is  null 
and  void,  or  for  the  gratification  of  unlaw- 
ful luit.  In  either  of  thefe  cafes  the  in- 
juftice  is  as  heinous  as  the  guilt,  and  each 
offence  an  equal  infringement  on  the  divine 
authority  of  the  law7*  .  ' 

Polygamy,  or  tlie  act  of  having  more 
wives  than  one  at  once,  is  likewife  no  lefs 
prohibited  by  this'  precept,  than  any  of 
the  fms  above  mentioned.  And  though 
God  in  the  fir  ft  ages  of  the  world  might 
feem  to  connive  at  it,  yet  it  was  ever  juftly 
to  be  accounted  a  fin  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Accordingly  the  Prophet. 
Malachi  refers  us  to  the  primitive  inftitu-. 
tion  of  marriage,  to  fhew  the  obliquity  of 
this  pra6bice.  "  Did  he  not  make  one*?" 
that  is,  one  couple  which  fliould  become 
one  fieOi  by  marriage,  againft  which  poly- 
gamy is  an  undoubted  offence.  It  was 
therefore  unlawful  from  the  be^innino^ 
even  when  the  necefiGty  of  multiplying  the 
human  race  might  feem  to  plead. in  vindi- 
cation of  it;  how  much  more  then,  when 
ihat  neceffity  hath  ceafed  ?     And   befides 

♦  Mai.  ii.  15. 
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this,  the  pofitive  iiijiiuclion  of  the  iVpoflle    ^^^: 
corrobonites  the  argument;   "  Let  every  ^^^.-^ 
"  man/'Taith  he,  "  have  his  o\vn  wife,  and 
"  every  woman  her  own  huihand  ^Z' 

In  all  civilized  and  well-regulated  coiin- 
tries,  therfore,  lingle  marriages  have  either 
been  inftiluted  by  uniform  confent,  or 
eitablilhed  by  public  authority  ;  and  a 
reciprocal  pledge  of  inviolable  fidelity  to 
the  marriage-bed  hath  been  undcrftood  to 
be  an  ellential  part  of  the  contrail;  and  is 
moft  folemnly  exprefTed  in  our  office  of 
matrimony  by  as  clear  and  comprehenfive 
words  as  can  be  devifed.  AVho  then  can 
prefume  to  think  that  he  may  violate  the 
mod  facred  vows  to  God,  and  evacuate 
the  moft  deliberate  engagements  of  each 
to  the  other  with  impunity,  in  a  matter 
where  public  and  pri\ate  happinefs  are  fo 
deeply  interetted  r 

As  every  breach  of  plighted  faith  mnfl 
be  preceded  by  a  want  of  conjugal  afib6tion 
in  the  offending  party,  fo  it  muft  tend  to 
extinguiili  every  remaining  i'park  of  it; 
and  this  coldnefs  of  relerve  and  mcreafe  ot 
difaffedion  will  be  leniibiy  perceived  and 

*   1  Cor.  vii.  'I. 

s  -i  felt, 
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^,**^-    felt,  and  will  not  fail  of  giving  uneafmefs 
to    the   innocent   party,   though   the  real 
caufe  of  it  may  be  only  yet  fufpe6led,  and 
lie  dormant.     Bat  if  it  fhpuld   be  difco- 
yered  by  the  injured  party  (which  it  feldom 
foils    to   be  in  a  little  time)    it  naturally 
excites,  in  warm  and  glowing  tempers,  % 
refentment   fo  ftrong,   and  in    milder,  an-. 
affli<3;ion  fo  heavy,  that  few  trcaliles  in  life 
can  be    compared  to   it,     "  For   love  is 
"  flrong  as  death,  jeajoufy  is  cruel  as  the, 
**  grave,    the    coals   thereof  are   ccals    of 
"  fire^f ."     AVith  whatever  vehemence  they 
may  burn  inwardly  or  cutv.ardly,  it  is  no 
wonder:  "  many  waters"'  ofaffli6tion  "  can- 
"  not  quench  them,  neither  can  the  floods" 
of  perfecution  "  drown  them-j."     ^Yhefi. 
perfidy  and  breach,  of  plighted  fc^ith:  are 
found  interwoven   in    the   relation    of  the. 
marriage-union,  all  the  conjugal  tics  are 
loofened,  all  the  endearing  charities  of  do- 
meftic  life  grow  cold  and  languid,  all  that 
affe6lioHate  tendernefs  fo  iludioully  fliewn, 
and  once  produ6\ive  of  perfect  harmony, 
now  languiihes   into  apathy,  indifference, 
and  contenipt;  and  by  being  furrendorec^, 

*  Cant.  \vn.  C.  I  Ibid.  7- 

into 
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into  tlie  arms  ol'  the  adulterer,  or  polyoa^    disc. 

XLIV. 

oiift,  i:>  turned  into  a  moft  acute  (ting.  ^.^ 
To  what  height  grief  and  dcfpair  on  one 
l]de,  and  neglett  ripened  into  Icorn  and 
peribrjal  dii'gtift  on  the  other,  may.  carry 
the  unhappy  pair  no  human  lagacity  can 
fbrelee.  At  any  rate  that  union  of  heart 
and  fentiment  is  diliulved,  that  hiutual 
confidence  fliaken,  that  free  and  unreferved 
communication  broken,  that  identity  of 
ijiterefta  deitroyed,  and  that  unity  of  joys 
and  forrows,  which  conilitute  the  principal 
ieiicity  of  the/narried  Hate,  interrupted 
and  infringed;  Not  to  mention  how  very; 
iVeqnentlv  the  confequences  of  luch  trani- 
greliioh  affecl,  and  even  ruin,  the  health- 
or!  iortluie,  it  may  be  both,  of  the  injured 
party  in;  common  with  the  other,  and  per- 
haps entail  difeafes  and  poverty  on  fuccef-' 
iive  generations. 

Thefe  are  the  fruits,  the  baneful  fruits, 
which  adulterous  intrigues  in  either  party 
may  produce  ;  in  one  it  may  be  produ6live' 
of  much  worfe.  A  wife,  guilty  of  this' 
abomination,  who,  in  the  exprefiive  lan- 
guage of  Scripture,  "  forfaketh  the  guide 
"  of  her  youth,  and  forgetteth  the  cove- 

"  nant 
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nant  of  her  God*,"  brings  accumulated 
difgrace  on  her  hufliand,  her  children,  and 
her  friends,  and  not  unfrequently  an  ille- 
gitimate offsprmg  to  inherit  the  rights  ot 
others.  And  let  her  remember  too,  that 
the  infamy  and  pnnilhment  to  which  flie 
expofesi^herfelf,  are  not  lefs  dreadful  by 
being  deferved. 

i  And  on  the  hufband's  part ;  is  any  man> 
ft>>  void^of  feeling,  as  to  be  infenfible  of  the^ 
injury  done  to  him  in  this  refpeft  ?  iVnd 
a»  the  guilt  of  this  offence  is  the  fame 
vihen  committed  by  him,  as  when  others 
brino-  the  evil  upon  him,  he  muft  acknow- 
ledge it  deferves  the  fame  condenmation. 
at  the  hand  of  a  juft  and  almighty  Judge. 
"  The  Lord  hath  been  witnefs,''  faith 
the  Prophet,  '"  between  thee  and  the  wife 
"  of  thy  youth,  againft  whom  thou  hall 
**  dealt  treacheroufly  ;  yet  is  flie  thy  com- 
«Epanion,  and  the  wife  of  thy  covenant ; 
"'therefore  take  heed  to  your  fpirit,  and- 
<*.  let  none  deal  treacheroufly  with  the  wife 
"  of  his  youth  f."  ; 

As  it  is  evident  then  that  every  parti-s, 
cular    fpecies    of    impurity    is   prohibited 

•  Prov.  ii.  17.  -t  ^1^^-  "•  ^  ^'  ^^• 

under 
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under  this   g-eneral   commancl,   it   follows,     r)isc 
°  .....  .  \(.IV. 

that   all   improper   ranilliarities  and  inde-  ^^.-w 

cent   behaviour,  whieh  may  lead  directly 

or  indire(!:tly  to  a  breach   of  chaility,  are 

confcientioufly  to  be  avoided,  groundlefs 

jealoufies  checked,  every  kind  inclination 

encouraged,  and  every  tender  affection  fof- 

tered,  which   can  endear  the  heart,  and 

itrengthen  the  bond  of  conjugal  felicity. 

The    foundation  ,  of  happinels   in   that 

ftate  ■  is.  laid  in  mutual  efteem   and  love, 

l"p ringing  from  an  unfeigned  fenfe  of  duty 

to    God,    in    the   iirft   initance,    in    botlij 

parties.     And  it  is  a  truth  confirmed  by  : 

daily    experience,    that    afled:lonate    con- 

defcenfion    on    the    hufband's    part,,    aq4  ■ 

cheerful  iubmiffion  on  the  wife's,  uijit^d'tOfj 

a' difpofitionof  mildnei's  aj)d    tenderaefs, 

together, with  a  prudent  concern  for  their 

common  interefts,  and  the  benefit  of  their 

pofterit}-,  feldom  fad.to  infure  alife  of  real 

enjoyment  and  domeflic  happinefs.     Is  it 

not  ufually,  ii)  a  great  rneafq re.  at  leaft» 

that  frgn^.  the,wan,t  of  all,  orJo^ie  of  thefe 

engaging  qpalities   in   one    or  the  other, 

incontinency  takes  its  rife  ?     And  if  that 

ftiould,  not,  ibme  other  eyi]  perhaps  fprings 

up 
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i)Tsa     up  equally  forbidden,  and  equally  fatal  in' 

^^,-^  its  cbnfequences. 

Finally   then,   if  perfons   in'  a   married 
flate  Mopjd    duly    prcferve   iii violate   that" 
faithfulncfs,  that  efteem   and.  love  which 
they    have   folemnly,    in   the  prefence  of 
God,  vowed  to  each  other,  let  them  offeV  • 
up  fervent  and  dally  prayers  jdintly  and' 
feverally  to  their    common  benefa6lor  t6  * 
pour  down  upon  them  the  continuance  of 
his  bleffmgs  iand  graces,  and  to  give  them 
wifdom  and  ability  to  demean  themfelvcisi' 
to  each  other  in  all  things  aright.     Let  a 
mutual  forbearance  of  their  weaknefles  and 
infirmities  ever  prevail,  and  a  prudent  and 
pious   endeavour  a6luate   their   minds   to  ' 
h&al'aiid  remove  them.     Let  the  nurture 
and  education'  bf  their  children,  the  good 
government  of  their  families,  and  the  cul- 
ture' of  a  fpirit   of  general    benevolence 
conftantly  employ  their  thoughts  and  oc- 
cupy  their  time.     Thefe    avocations   will 
allow  but  little  leifure  for  the  indulgence  of 
any   evil    propenfities,    and    will  tend    to 
roftrain  even   the  obliquity  df  wandering 
ima^inMibns.      -'^f'^  '-^^  ?.j-^Gi  ypn-^iw 
'  Ai  .{iqivetiul  fiife-gliatii  alfo '  o^f  conjugal 
qu  fidelity 
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fidelity  IS  the  daily  and  conftant  pra^licc 
of  family-prayer.  For  who  but  a  woman 
abandoned  to  all  fenfe  of  llianic,  can  rife 
from  her  knees  in  the  prefence  of  all  her 
domeftics,  and  in  the  coiM'fe  of  a  few  hours, 
before  retle6lion  is  Itifled,  proftitute  herfelf 
in  the  arms  of  an  adulterer  ?  Shame,  con- 
foience,  duty,  all  conlpire  to  overwhelm 
fuch  a  wife,  fuch  a  mother,  fiich  a  miilrefs 
of  a  family,  with  confufion  and  deipair. 
God  forbid  that  fuch  a  moniter  in  wicked- 
nels  fliould  ever  be  found  in  a  Chridian 
con2jre2:ation  * ! 

*  To  the  arguments  above  iLiteJ  for  the  diicourage- 
ment  and  fapprelTion  of  this  pernicious  and  foul-ruiniui; 
fin,  it  is  truly  Ininentable  to  rcHoct  on  the  prevalence  and 
incroale  of  this  abominable  crime  in  thefe  days,  its  profli- 
gate and  fhamelcfs  effrontery,  the  countenance  and  encou- 
rugcrnorit  given  it  by  pcrfons  in  the  highelt  ranks  of  life; 
and  what  adds  greater  mifery  to  the  conlidcration  is, 
the  late  rejec'^iion  of  a  bill  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for 
the  more  elfedual  prevention  and  puniihment  of  it.  But 
it  is  fificercly  to  be  hoped,  that  the  tide  of  national  virtue 
is  not  yet  at  fo  low  an  ebb,  but  that  fume  champion  in  the 
caule  of  Religion  and  Morality  will  boldly  ftep  forward 
and  ule  his  utmoft  exeriions  to  maintain  its  courle. 
And  no  one,  it  may  be  prel'umed,  can  do  it  with  more 
iiuthority  than  his  Majcfty's  Attorney-General,  who  ftands 
Jolemnly  pledged  to  the  public  to  bring  a  new  adultery 
bill  into  Parliament. 

Let 
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DISC.  Let  married  perfons  be  cafeful  likewife, 
if  poffible,  to  make  choice  of  fuch  fervants 
as  hax'e  an  inward  reverence  of  God,  and 
a  conlcientious  regard  to  their  duty.  Thus 
will  they  banilh  the  contagion  of  evil 
company  out  of  their  houlehold,  and  fliew 
their  abhorrence  of  fuch  pefts,  as  of  the 
plague.  And  whilfl  the  happy  pair  living 
in  mutual  harmony  and  uninterrupted 
alTeflion,  are  thus  careful  to  put  a^ay  evil 
from  the  midft  of  them,  they  will  have 
good  reafon  to  believe,  that  as  they  are 
united  together  in  an  intimate  relation  in 
this  life,  they  fliall,  in  the  next,  be  joined 
to  the  Lord  in  a  myftical  union,  as  the 
hulband  of  his  fpoufe,  the  Church,  and  of  all 
her  faithful  members;  and  when  death  fliall 
diflblve  the  bond  of  their  marriage-union, 
and  feparate  them  one  from  the  other,  it 
will  tranilate  them  to  a  ftate  of  infinitely 
greater  felicity-,  from  which  they  Iball 
never  be  divorced,  "  even  unto  Mount 
"  Sion,  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the 
"  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  an  innu- 
"  merable  company  of  angels,  to  the 
"  general   alfenibly    and    Church   of  the 

"  firft- 
9. 
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"  fiiTt-born,  which  are  written  in  heaven, 
"  and  to  God,  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to 
"  the  fpirits  of  jull  men  made  perfect, 
"  and  to  Jel'us,  the  Mediator  of  the  new 
"   Coveuant*.'* 

To  whom,  with  the  Father  and  the 
Holv  Ghoft,  three  Perfons  and  one  God, 
be  afcribcd,  6cc.     Amen. 


•  iLb.  xii.  n,  •:.",  •?*. 
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AGAINST   FLESHLY   LUSTS, 


DISC. 


Exodus  xx.  14. 

ThouJIudt  Jiot  conwnt  Adultery. 

OR 

1  Pkter  ii.  11. 

Dearly  beloved,  I  Lefeech  you  as  Strangers 
and  Pdgrims  ah/tain  from  fleJJdy  Lu/is. 

liAVIXG  in  a  ibrmer  Difcourfe  on  the 
fevpnth  Comniandinentconfidered  the  com-  -^^^ 
plicated guiltoFAduUery, the  great  injuitice 
of  it,  and  the  evil  conlequences  which  await 
it,  together  with  the  duty  of  mutual  fide- 
lity required  of  married  perfons  in  gene- 
ral, let  us  proceed  more  particularly  to 
confidor,  as  a  branch  of  the  fame  divine 
precept,  the  chaRity  and  modefty  required 
of  all  perfons. 

VOL.  II.  T  In 
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DISC.  In  expounding  the  ftri6l  and  holy  law  of 
v-*'>/^^  God,  it  is  necelVary  to  examine  into  the 
depth  and  breadth  of  every  iingle  precept, 
lell  we  ihould  incur  the  imputation  of  be- 
ing partial  expofitors,  and  not  **  rightly 
*'  divide  the  word  of  truth  *."  The  pre- 
cepts of  Chriftianity  are  an  enlargement  of 
the  original  law  of  God  delivered  from 
Mount  Sinai ;  the  one,  in  exprefs  terms, 
forbids  the  commiilion  of  adultery,  the 
other  prohibits  even  the  luflful  eye.  And 
whether  we,  fliort-fighted  and  finful  crea- 
tures, difcern  the  force,  and  feel  the  con- 
vincing power  of  the  law  or  not,  we  have 
all  of  us  fufficient  reafon  to  endeavour  to 
comply  with  its  injun6tions,  for  "  in  many 
"  things  we  offend  all  -f-."  And  who  is 
ignorant  that  by  means  of  lewd  and  pro- 
mil'cuous  concupifcence,  the  regularity  and 
good  order  of  fociety  are  overturned,  the 
peace  and  comfort  of  families  deftroyed, 
the  proper  dij'pofal  of  young  people  in  mar- 
riage prevented,  the  due  education  and 
proviiion  for  cliildren  negle6led,  the  keen- 
clt  animofitius  in  families  often  excited, 
the  mod    refentful  challenges   given  and 

•  2  Tim,  ii.  15.  +  James  iii.  2. 

accepted, 
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accepted,  to  the  deftruftion  of  one  or  both    disc. 


parties  ;  in  Ihort,  ever}^  enormity  often  en- 
fiies,  which  the  impetuofity  of  unbridled 
paffion  can  diftate  ?  Sin  of  every  I'pecies, 
and  particularly  thofe  of  levvdnefs  and 
fornication,  lead  on  the  unhappy  votaries 
to  miiery  and  ruin  :  they  prompt  the  heart 
to  make  ule  of  every  fubterfuge  to  accom- 
plilli  the  ol)je«5t  of  its  \viilies :  they  lead  to 
all  kinds  of  dilhoncfiy  to  provide  for  the 
extravagance  of  iult ;  they  tempt  the  mi- 
ferable  debauchee  to  acts  of  cruelty  if  not 
murder,  to  hide  the  flrame  of  a  Ipurious 
offspring,  till  by  an  unbounded  indulgence 
in  lewdnefs,  he  becomes  abandoned  to 
every  crime. 

But  let  us  confider  the  fatal  effefis  of 
promifcuous  lewdnefs  on  the  two  Icxes, 
feparately,  that  each  from  a  conlcientious 
regard  to  the  di\  ine  law  may  avoid  \'o  foul 
a  fnare,  and  "  live,  as  becometh"  Chrif- 
tians,  "  profefiing  godlineis  *." 

No  fooner  is  a  lacrifice  made  of  the 
virtue  of  female  character,  which  feldoni 
fails  of  being  quickly  diicovered,  than  lofs 
of  rel'pe6t  and  reputation  accompanies  it. 

*  2  Tim.  i.  10. 

T  2  The 
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The  wretched   objei^  is   inftantly  marked 
out   as   a    prey  to   the   pubhc,  and,  alas! 
given  up   for   the  molt  part  to  irrecover- 
able   infam}'.     And  even  if  actual  feduc- 
tion  fliould  not  be  the  confequence  of  any 
immodeft   behaviour,  fufpicion  often  fup- 
plies  the  place  of  pofitive  proof,  which,  to 
female  fenfibility,  is  little  lefs  {hocking  an<i 
painful- 
It  is  by  no  means  the  part  of  Chriftian 
charity  to  confider  fuch  grofs  immoral  prac- 
tices, as  the  mere  indifcretions  of  youth, 
as    the    world,  through    falfe    candour,  is 
apt   to    term    them ;    fuch  a  conftru6tion 
ferves  only  to  caft  a  veil   over   vice,   and 
render  that  a  matter  of  indifference  in  the 
eye  of  the  world,  which  is  abomination  in 
the  fight  of  God.     How   pitiable   foever 
fuch  charaders  may  be   in    themfelves,  a 
wide  diftin6lion  ought  to  be  made  betwixt 
them  and  others.     They  who  contribute, 
either  defignedlyor  inadvertently,  to  place 
good,  bad,  and  doubtful   chara6ters  on  n 
level,  moli:  prepofteroufly  debafe  their  own 
worth,   and   obfcure  their  own  virtue,   if 
they  have  any  ;  they  ftrive  to  keep  guilt  in 
countenance,  and  defraud  re6iitude  of  that 

reverence 
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reverence  and  efteem  appropriate  to  it,  in- 
juring at  once  the  caiile  of  religion  and 
morality,  and  undermining  the  beft  in- 
terefts  of  lbciet\\  But  belidcs  the  general 
referve  and  disregard  which  iuch  charac- 
ters will  experience  from  morefober-minded 
Chriltians,  even  in  times  and  places  of 
more  avowed  relaxation,  if  any  iuch  there 
be,  they  will  fooner  or  later  have  caufe  to 
expeft  a  greater  mortification,  that  of  be- 
ing caft  off  with  fcorn,  and  abandoned 
with  contempt,  by  their  very  leducers. 
Or  fliould  they,  which  fl^ldom  happens, 
have  reparation  made  them  by  marriage, 
it  doth  not  atone  for  the  iln,  and  but  very 
imperfeftly  remove  the  difgrace  of  it,  and,- 
it  is  well  known,  it  leaves  them  expofed  to 
the  reproaches  and  jealouly  of  their  huf- 
bands  ever  after. 

Such  are  the  miferable  effects  of  female 
fedu('-iion:  and  furely  with  whatever  degree 
of  compaffiOn  we  may  behold  the  pitiable 
obje6l  of  it,  it  is  lamentable  to  conlider, 
(and  it  is  one  of  the  many  marks  of  public 
depravity)  in  how  much  lefs  difefleem  and 
contempt  the  feducer  is  held  than  the 
feduced.  How  can  there  well  be  more 
T  3  con- 
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DISC,  confiimmate  wickedncls  than,  merely  for 
<^*^,.n»>  the  lake  of  gratifying  a  carnal  appetite,  to 
deftroy  the  innocence  of  a.  virtuous  teniale, 
and  change  her  prol'pt6.t,  from  bemg  la.^py 
and  refpefted  through  life,  nito  guilt,  and 
iliame,  and  defpair,  out  of  \vhich,  it  is 
probable,  flie  may  never  be  extricated,  un- 
der the  falie  and  treacherous  pretence  of 
honourable  efteem  and  tender  at}tc:tion. 
If  there  be  any  confcious  ^miiment,  or 
any  regard  to  religious  principle  in  the 
human  breait  remaining,  fuch  conduct 
muft  ever  be  deemed  bale,  unworthy,  pro- 
fligate. And,  (what  is  of  infinitely  more 
importance,)  if  God,  the  righteous  Judge, 
hath  any  regard  to  the  moral  charatter  of 
his  rational  creatures,  He  will  one  day 
difpiay  his  ve{)g(!ance  againR  fuch  wrongs, 
and  the  ginliy  anrl  treuibling  limier  will 
have  Caufe  to  i:)elieve  the  awj-i  truth,  that 
"  Whoremongers  and  Adaiterers  God 
"  will  judge  *.'* 

By  the  Chriftian  law  Fornication  is 
for])idden  as  well  as  Adultery.  "  For 
"  tiiis  is  the  will  of  God,  that  ye  (liould 

*  Ileb.  xiii.  4, 

"  abftain 
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*^  abftain  from  fornication  *  ;"    a  lln  pro-    ^'^'^- 

XLV. 

du6tive  of  the  moft  dreadful  confequences.  ^^^r^ 
It  is  for  the  moft  part  a  bar  to  the  propa- 
gation of  mankind,  and  in  proportion  a 
diminution  of  the  increale  and  itrength 
of  a  nation.  It  often  kaves  tlie  pitiable, 
helplels  offspring  of  fiich  parents  aban- 
doned to  niifcry,  want,  and  wretched- 
nefs.  It  turns  alide  the  minds  of  perfons 
addi6led  to  this  \ice  from  beneficial  and 
laudable  cmploN'ments,  to  the  purfuit  of 
mean  and  linfual  graliiications.  It  encou- 
rages the  le\\dnefs,  and  increafes  the  num- 
ber of  tlie  moft  diflblute,  and  in  every 
fenfe,  abandoned  wretches  in  the  world, 
common  proiiitutes,  till  they  bring  upon 
themfelves  fuift  deftru6lion,  and  preci- 
pitate multitudes  of  unwary  voiith,  who 
might  elfe  have  efcaped  the  pollutions  of 
the  world,  into  eiulleis  perdition.  The 
influence  of  fueh  vile  and  profligate  com- 
pany debaies  the  heart  and  corrupts  the 
morals  of  youth,  and  gives  a  loole  bias 
to  habits  of  thinking  and  afting.  This 
vice  fometimes  produces  quarrels  which 
are   eventually  fatal.     It  has  a  direft  ttn- 

*   1  Then*,  iv.  3. 

T  4  dency 
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DTsc.     dency  to  extravagance  and  profiifion.     It 
grieves  all   who    vvilli   them    well ;   it  dif- 
trelTes  their  friends  who  are  bound  to  ftip- 
port   them,  and   in   many  inftances  drives 
them  to  the  moft  criminal  methods  of  iiip- 
porting  themlelves.       In    ihort,  it  tempts 
men  to  excelies  and  irregularities  of  every 
kind;  it  impairs  their  health,  conlumes  their 
ftrength,  and  brings  on  thtm  painful,  op- 
probrious,  and  mortal    difeafes.      By    all 
this  train  of  evils,  which  for  the  moft  part 
come  upon  them  in  the  begnining  of  life, 
the  fad   remainder   of  their   days  is    fre- 
quently made  either  ihort  or  tedious,  per- 
haps both.     With  timely  wifdom  therefore 
doth  Solomon  exhort :  "  Remove  thy  way 
"  from  the  flrange  woman,  and  come  not 
"  nigh   the  door  of  her  houfe,  lell   thou 
*'  give  thine  honour  unto  others,  and  thy 
*'  years  unto  the  cruel  :  lelt  flrangers   be 
*'  filled  with  thy  wealth,  and  thou  mourn 
<«  at  the  laft,  when  thy  flefli  and  thy  body 
'*  are  confumed,  and    fay  :    fJow  have  I 
"  hated  inftru6lion,  and  my  heart  defpifed 
"   reproof,  and    I    have    not    obeyed    the 
*'  voice  of  my    teachers.     And    why  wilt 
**  thou,  my  fon,  be  ravillied  with  a  ftrange 

*'  woman, 
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<*  woman,  and   embrace    the   bofom  of  a    r)isc. 

.  M.V. 

"  ftranger?  For  tlie  wavs  ot"  man  are  be-  >-*-s-v/ 
"  fore  the  eves  of  the  Lord,  and  He 
"  pondereth  all  his  goings.  His  own  ini- 
"  quities  Ih^ll  take  the  wicked  himfelf, 
**  and  ho  lliall  be  holdcn  with  the  cords  of 
"  his  lins  :  he  Oiall  die  without  inltru6tion, 
"  and  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  folly  he  Oiali 
**  go  aftray  *.'' 

It  may  be,  })crhap«,  that  tlie  (ins  of  the 
flefh  do  not  always  produce  all   the  bitter 
fruits  here  enumerated,   but  in   many  in- 
ftances    they    frequently    prove  extremely'' 
hurtful,  or  entice  the  unwary  into  the  corn- 
million  of  worle  crimes,  till  at  length  they 
become  melancholy  examples  of  public  juf- 
tice.      But  few  wilful  tinners  ever  itop  their 
career  at  the   point  at  which   they  i'et  out, 
or  which,    under  falie  colours,   they  once 
might  think  defeniible.      l)y  appetites  thus 
depraved,  and  e\il  habits  contracled,  they 
are  j^radually  carried  on  to  the  conmnflion 
of   greater    enormities,    till    that  i'enfe  of 
ftiame  and  guilt  is  extinguillied,  at  which 
they  would  once,  perhaps,  have  blulTied   to 
hear  it  named. 

*  Prov,  V.  8 — 11,  IS,  20,  21,  ?'J. 

: .  But 


283  AgainfifteJIily  Lujis. 

Pisc.  But  the  fin  already  mentioned  is  by  no 
w-.-w  means  the  only  one  to  be  avoided  under 
the  prohibition  of  this  Commandment. 
Whatever  gives  any  invitation  or  encou- 
ragement to  the  practice  of  it  ;  whatever 
is  contrary  to  decency  and  modelty  ;  what- 
ever tairits  the  purity  of  the  mind,  inflames 
the  paifjons,  or  wears  off  the  mipreOions 
of  virtuous  fhame  ;  all  immodefty  of  out- 
ward appearance  and  levity  of  behaviour  ; 
ail  entertainments,  books,  pi61nres,  and 
converfation,  tending  to  excite  or  excufe 
the  induloence  of  irrepular  defires,  are  in 
their  proportion  prohibited  and  criminal. 
Por  unlefs  care  be  taken  prudently  to  guard 
'  againft  fmaller  offences  of  this  kind,  greater 
and  more  heinous  will  foon  be  likely  to  gain 
afcendency  over  us.  "  Ye  have  heard," 
faith  our  biefied  Loud,  '*  it  was  faid  by 
**  them  of  old  time,  Thou  (lialt  not  commit 
*'  Adultery;  but  I  fay  unto  you,  that  who- 
**  foever  lookelh  on  a  woman  to  hift  after 
"  her,  h  ith  committed  adultery  with  her 
•*  already  in  his  heart  *."  And  though  vi- 
cious inclinations  v,  ere  never  to  outftep  the 
fecret  recefies  of  the  heart,  yet,  if  inftead 

•  Man.  V.  27,  28. 

of 
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of  merely  intruding  againft  our  will,  they    disc 


are  de(ignedly  encouraged  to  dwell  there, 
they  corrupt  the  very  fountain  of  fpintual 
hfe,  and  none  hut  "  the  pure  in  heart 
«  Ihall  fee  God  *." 

Are  you  careful  then  to  turn  your  minds 
from  forl)idden  ohjeots,  and  to  tix  your  at- 
tention fo  conftantly  and  (teadily  on  ufeful 
iuhjects  and  commendahle  purluits,  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  any  evil  propenlities,  but 
govern  vourfelves  by  fuch  rules  of  temper- 
ance and  prudence,  that  every  ienfual  ap- 
petite may,  through  divme  grace,  be  kept 
in  fubjection  to  the  dictates  of  reafon  and 
the  laws  of  religion,  always  remembering 
that  Clinltianity  not  only  delivers  to  us 
the  rtri6telt  precepts  of  holinefs,  but  like- 
wiie  lets  before  us  the  ftrongell  motives  to 
the  practice  of  it  ?  As  Chrhtians,  you 
all  bear  a  peculiar  relation  to  a  Holy 
God  and  Saviour,  you  are  "  temples  of 
*'  the  Holy  Ghofi,  which  temple,  if  any 
"  man  delile,  him  will  God  deftroy  -f-." 
You  are  alio,  ren}ember,  ftrongly  en- 
treated to  "  abltain  from  fleOily  lulls  as 
"  flrangers  and    pilgrims   upon    earth  J." 

•  I»latt.  V.  8.  t  1  Cor.  vi.  19.  J  Ibid.  iii.  17. 
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pisc.    who  are  not  intended  to  have  your  por- 

\^^-^   tion  here,  but  to  inherit  a  crown  of  glory 

hereafter,  and  "  every  one  that  hath  this 

**  hope,  muft  purify  himfelf  even  as  God 

*'  is  pure  *.'* 

And  as  the  praftice  of  Chriftian  mora- 
lity founded  upon  Chriftian  principles,  is 
diametrically  oppofite  to  the  cuiloms  of  the 
world,  and  "  that  which  is  highly  efteemed 
"  among  men  is  abomination  in  the  hght 
*'  God  -f-,*'  fo,  however  extraordinary  it 
may  feem,  is  that  which  He  commands  for 
the  moil  part  as  little  efteemed  among  men. 

But,  O  frail  man  !  who  art  thou  that 
darefl  to  defpife  the  authority  of  God,  in 
whofe  hand  is  the  breath  of  thy  noftrils, 
and  who  can  and  will  take  it  away  at  his 
j^eafure  ?  Shouldeft  thou  not  rather  adopt 
the  pious  exclamation  of  the  Pfalmift, 
and  fay  ;  ''  Lord,  what  is  man  that  Thou 
"  haft  fuch  refpea  unto  him  +  !"  "  How 
"  terrible  art  Thou  in  thy  works,  through 
"  the  greatnefs  of  thy  power  (hall  thine  ene- 
*'  mies  be  fubdued  unto  Thee  §/'  Where 
then  (liall  the  fecret  Adulterer,  the   open 

*lJohniii.3.         fL'Jke  xvi.  15.         J  Pfalm  viii.  4. 
§  Ibid.  Ixvi.  3.  ': 

Forni- 
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rornicator,  and  the  fly  Seducer  hide  tlicni- 
felves  when  a  pure  and  holy  God  ariitth 
to  take  vengeance  upon  them,  and  to  con- 
lign  them   to    the  "  lake   which    l)urnfth 
"  with  fire  and  brimftone  *  ?"  x\nd  though 
God  did  once  permit  "  their  hour  and  the 
"  power  of   darknels  -f,"    in   which   they 
rebelled   againil  his  will,  yet   the  interval 
of    grace    and     repentance    having    now 
e  la  pled.  He  will  no  longer  wave  over  their 
heads  the  fceptre  of  Mercy,  but  rule  them 
with  the    iron    rod    of  Juftice.     Let  Jipt 
therefore  your  "  hearts  be  fully  fet  in  you 
"  to  do  evil,  becaul'e  fentence   is  not  exe- 
*'  cuted  fpcedily  %." 

I  fliall  therefore  conclude  with  the  fea- 
fonable  and  wholefome  admonition  of  the 
Apoftle :  "  Fornication  and  all  unclean- 
"  nefs,  let  it  not  be  once  named  among 
"  you  as  becometh  Saints,  neither  filthi- 
"  nefs,  nor  foolifh  talking,  nor  jetting, 
"  which  are  not  convenient ;  for  this  ye 
*'  know  that  no  whoremonger,  nor  un- 
"  clean  perfon,  have  any  inheritance  in  the 
"  kingdom  of  Chrift  and  of  God.  Let 
"  no    man   deceive  you  with    vain  words, 

•  Rev.  xxi.  3.       f  Luke  xxii.  53,       jEcckf.viii.il. 

"  for 
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DISC.  ««  for  becauie  of  thefe  things  cometh  the 
"  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of 
"  difobedience.  Be  not  ye  therefore  par- 
"  takers  with  them  ;  for  ye  were  fometime 
**  darknefs,  but  now  are  ye  hght  in  the 
"  Lord,  walk  as  children  of  light,  and 
"  have  no  fellowfhip  with  the  unfruitful 
"  works  of  darknefs,  but  rather  reprove 
them  *.*'  Then  will  you  be  bleffed  in  the 
participation  and  communion  of  God's 
countenance  on  earth,  and  be  made  par- 
takers of  the  heavenly  beatific  vifion  which 
belongs  to  the  pure  in  heart,  through  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrifl  our 
Lord  and  Saviour. 

To  whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holj^ 
Ghofl,  three  Perfons  and  one  God,  be 
fifcribed,  <Scc.     Amen. 

*Ephcf.  V.  3— S,  11. 
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ON     THEFT. 

Exodus  xx.  15. 

Thou  Jlialt  not  /led. 

X  HE  golden  rule  of  doing  to  otliers,  Pisa 
as  ue  would  they  fliould  do  to  us,  is  the 
firft  principle  of  all  intercourfe  betwixt 
man  and  man.  Our  blefied  Lord  recom- 
mends it  as  the  comprehenfive  epitonie  of 
all  Scripture";  "for  this  is  the  law  and  the 
,"  Prophets*."  A  principle  which  carries 
fuch  innate  light  and  unqueflionabie  evi- 
dence of  its  own  excellence  ui  itl'elf,  that 
the  very  Heathens  frequently  inculcated 
it  in  their  writings  as  the  primary  di8:ate 
of  morahty.  It  is  a  maxim  to  w  hich  every 
man  gives  an  unquahfied  aflent,  not  frgm 

•  Matt.  vii.  12. 
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DTsc.  anv  elaborate  invcfti^ation,  force  of  arsru- 
v^-.^^  ment,  or  long  train  ot  ciedud-tions,  but  it 
Itrikcs  conviction  on  his  underftanding  as 
a  moral  axiom,  and  as  an  unpj-emeditated 
dictate  of  reafon  and  tniih.  The  great 
Author  of  our  nature  hath  fet  up  this 
ftandard  in  our  confciences,  and  for  the 
moft  part  wc  need  no  other  judge  of  our 
anions  towards  others,  than  a  comparifon 
of  them  with  fuch  conduft  as,  in  like  cir- 
cumftances,  we  ihould  think  juft  and  fit  to 
be  fliewn  to  ourfelves.  This  is  therefore 
a  rule  applicable  to  all  human  concerns, 
and  if  it  were  more  generally  oblerved 
among  men,  the  world  would  not  have 
that  caufe  to  complain  of  rapine,  theft, 
extortion,  oppreffion,  fraud,  and  injiiftice, 
which  are  now  the  general  bane  of  civil 
fociety.  The  rich  and  powerful  would  not 
grind  the  faces  of  the  poor  and  impotent, 
nor  would  the  needy  utter  any  caui'tleis 
clamour  againft  the  rich;  fuperiors  would 
•not  tyrannize  over  their  inferiors,  nor  in- 
feriors murmur  or  rebel  againit  their  iupe- 
riors ;  but  general  order  and  fubordination, 
united  with  uniform  jultice,  wauld  over- 
fpread  the  face  of  the  whole  land,  and 
'  1  "  judg- 
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'*  judgment  would  run  down  our  ftreets'* 
as  waters,  "  and  rlghteoufnefs  as  a  mighty 
"  ftream*/' 

All  thole  various  precepts  which  are 
given  US  in  the  Scriptures  tor  the  conduct 
of  our  lives,  are  but  as  fo  many  lines  which 
all  meet  in  this  centre  ;  and  ifwc  apply  this 
nniverl'al  rule  to  each  particular  command 
ot"  the  fecond  table,  we  ftiall  find  them  all 
founded  upon  this,  and  to  be  interpreted 
by  it.  Are  we  not  required  to  honour 
luperiors,  to  abftain  from  murder,  adul- 
tery, theft,  falfe  accufations,  and  coveting 
the  goods  of  our  neighbour,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  we  would  have  others  perform 
the  fame  duties  to  us  ?  So  that  felf,  which 
is  now  the  prevailing  tempter  to  wrong 
and  injuftice,  were  it  governed  by  this 
maxim,  would  be  the  greateft  patron  and 
boldefl  champion  of  another's  rights. 

The  force  of  this  reafoning  will  be  eafily 
perceived,  becaufe  theft  is  the  mofl  vifible 
and  flagrant  violation  of  this  natural  law. 
I  (hall  therefore  firft  confider  the  origin  of 
property,  and,  fecondly,  the  different  kinds 
of  theft,  or  modes,  by  which  this  precept 

*  Amos  V.  24-. 
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DISC,     may  be  in  frill  2,ed  upon;  and  conclude  witii 

XL\'T.  "  O  I  ' 

v.,^,-w  ibnie  praftical  obfervations. 

Now  theft  is  an  unjuft  taking  and  apply- 
ing to  ourfelves  what  lawfully  belongs  to 
another.  He  who  withholds  what  ouo-ht 
to  be  in  his  neighbour's  pofTeflion,  as  well 
as  he  who  takes  from  him  what  he  hath 
formerly  poffcfled,  is  a  thief.  All  theft 
pre-iiippofes  a  right  and  propriety ;  for 
tvhere  nothing  doth  of  right  appertain, 
nothing  can  be  unjuflly  taken  or  de- 
tained. 

Certain  it  is  that  God  is  the  great 
Lord  and  Proprietor  of  heaven  and  earth, 
and  of  all  things  in  them.  "  The  earth 
*'  is  the  LoPvd's,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof*.'* 
*'  Every  beaft  of  the  foreft,''  faith  he,  "  is 
"  mine,  and  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills.'* 
By  Him  and  of  Him  are  all  things,  and 
"  for  his  pleafure  they  are  and  were  cre- 
*'  atedf."  When  this  great  and  abfolute 
Loud  of  the  univerfe  had  granted  to  man 
his  charter,  "  He  faw  every  thing  that  He 
"  had  made,  and  behold  it  was  very  good/' 
His  command  then  was,  "  repleniih  the 
***  earth  and  fubdue  it,  and  have  dominion 

»  Pfulin  xxiv.  1.  I  Rev.  iv.  11. 
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**  over  the  fidi  of  the  fca,  and  over  tb© 
*'  fowl  of  the  ah',  and  over  everv  living 
*   thing  that  mo\eth  upon  the  earth*." 

This  godlike  charter  gave  no  particular 
propriety  to  an}- ;  neither,  if  man  had  con- 
tinued in  his  happy  and  innocent  eftate, 
would  there  have  been  any  need  of  par- 
tition of  thefe  earthly  polleilfions,  but  the 
common  bleflings  of  life  Mould  all  have 
been  enjoyed  in  common;  and  thofe  things 
uhich  avarice  and  corruption  now  bunt 
after,  would  have  been  as  promifcuoufly 
enjoyed  and  ufed,  as  the  common  light 
and  air,  and  each  man's  particular  fliarc 
in  thofe  bleffings  would  have  been  fufficient 
and  fatisfactory. 

But  when  fin  entered  into  the  world, 
their  defircs  grew  excelTive  and  inordinate 
after  thefe  earthly  enjoyments,  and  their 
attempts  to  obtain  them  injurious  to  others, 
fo  that  it  became  neceilary  to  prefcribe 
bounds  to  them,  and  partition  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,  what  before  lay 
in  common  among  all,  that  each  indivi- 
dual, knowing  his  afligned  portion,  might 
reft  fatisfied  with  itj  and  be  reftrained  from 

*  Gen.  i.  28. 
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DISC,     the  unJLift  invafion  and  ufurpation  of  ano- 
tilers  right. 

This,  however,  could  no  otberwlfe  be 
eftected  bat  by  the  intervention  of  human 
laws,  by  mutual  compa6l  and  agreement, 
declaring  what  ftiould  be  accounted  as 
every  man's  right  and  propriety.  So  that 
the  law  of  the  land  now  determines  pro- 
perty. Equity,  indeed,  muft  fometimes 
interpofe  to  moderate  the  letter  of  the 
law ;  for  in  fome  cafes,  (hould  the  right  be 
rigoroully  profeculed,  though  perhaps  it 
might  not  be  unjuft,  it  would  be  jufiice 
turned  into  gall  and  wormwood,  it  would 
be  a  breach  of  the  law  of  Chrift,  and  a 
violation  of  charity. 

You  fee  then,  from  thefe  obfervatlons, 
bow  all  right  and  property  at  firft  origi- 
nated, a  general  right  in  the  will  and  by 
the  donation  of  the  Creator  of  all  things, 
and  a  particular  claim  to  that  right  by  the 
fan6tion  of  human  laws,  confirming  to 
eaeb  individual  bis  portion  of  property ; 
to  invade  or  ufurp  which,  is  the  founda- 
tion of  theft,  or  of  that  commandment 
«hich  prohibits  it. 

iNow  this  prtc(>pt  evidently  pre-fuppofe^ 

fome 
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fome  liuman  law  which  conditutes  indi- 
vidual property,  and  caules  tilings  to  be- 
come either  our*s  or  another's.  'I'here 
are,  therefore,  as  niany  kinds  ot  thelt,  as 
there  are  ipecies  of  property.  The  highell 
act,  of  which  is  facriledge,  or  alienating 
from  Cjod  whatlbever  lie  liath  appro- 
priated to  himlelf,  or  dedicated  to  the 
maintenance  of  rehgion,  and  the  iionour 
of  his  fervice.  Of  tins  God  hinifeif  griev- 
oufly  complains  by  the  Prophet  Malaclii, 
<•  Will  a  man  rob  Goi)*.^"  as  if  it  were  a 
fm  fo  heinous,  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  fup- 
pofed  any  man  would  be  guilty  of  it ; 
"  Yet  ye  have  robbed  me :  but  ye  fay, 
''  wherein  have  we  j-obbed  thee  '^  In 
''  tithes  and  offerings.  Ye  are  curfcd 
"  with  a  curfe;  for  ye  have  robbed  nie, 
**  even  this  whole  nation." 

Another  kind  of  theft  is  that  committed 
upon  the  property  of  another,  by  unjullly 
feizing,   or  unlawfully  detaining,  what  of 

rio-ht   belonjrs   to   hnn.     Our  bieiled   Sa- 
cs o 

viour,  in  reciting  the  Commandments, 
alludes  to  both  kinds :  **  Do  not  (teal, 
'*  defraud  not'|-."     The  fame  denunciation 

*  Mai.  iii.  8,  9.  f  Maik  x.  ly. 
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of  curfcs  and  fcverky  of  punifliments  await 
the  commiliion  of  both  cniiies,  becaufe 
they  arc  equally  infractions  of  this  divine 
precept. 

The  temporal  punifliment  which  the 
Scripture  denounces  againft  it,  is  a  "  four- 
''  fold*,"  and  fometimes  a  "  five-fold f," 
reititution.  Accordingly  "  Zaccheus:J:,'* 
after  his  converlion,  oiiered  a  "  four-fold" 
reflitution  to  thofe  whom  he  had  wronged. 
And  yet  betides  this  reflitution,  the  offen- 
ders, it  feems,  were  fometimes  to  be  put 
to  death,. efpecially  if  to  the  circuRiftances 
of  their  theft  were  added  cruelty  and  op- 
preffion.  This  appears  in  the  Parable  of 
Nathan,  when  he  had  nioft  artificially 
aggravated  the  crime  of  the  rich  man,  in 
taking  away  the  poor  man's  lamb.  "  The 
"  man  that  hath  done  this  thing,"  faith 
David,  "  (liali  furely  die,  and  he  fliall 
"  reilore  the  lamb  four-fold,  becaufe  he 
"  did  this  thing,  and  bepaufe  he  had  no 
"  pity§.''  Under  the  law  of  Mofes,  there- 
fore, it  was  not  unlawful,  in  fome  cafes,  to 
punifli    a   thief  with   death,    though    the 

*  2  Sam.  xii.  6.  f  Exod.  xxii.  1. 

J  Luke  xix.  Q.  §  2  Sam.  xii.  4,  5,  6. 
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ulLjal  and  prefcribed  mode  of  punilLnicnt  J^>|^t:^- 
was  reflitution.  Our  law  indeed  con- 
demns fucli  oilenders  to  death  ;  nor,  in 
many  caies,  is  it  to  be  juftly  reprehended 
for  extirpating  iiich  pells  from  Ibciety. 
The  end  of  exemplary  pimilhment  is  not 
lb  much  for  the  iake  of  vindictive  juftice, 
as  for  the  prevention  of  like  crimes  in 
future.  The  multiplication  of  penal  laws 
is  indeed  a  great  evil ;  but  it  is  mi.icli  to 
be  doubted  whether  any  lighter  punil})'- 
ment  would  anfwer  the  end,  while  we  iee 
fo  many  unhappy  wretches,  in  defiance  of 
all  legal  penalty,  periilt  in  their  evil 
courfes.  "  Skin  for  Ikin,  and  all  that  a 
**  man  hath,  will  he  give  for  bis  life*/' 
If,  therefore,  the  fear  of  death  i4;felf  can- 
not be  forcible  enough  to  deter  them, 
certainly  the  lofs  of  a  reititution  would 
be  much  lefs  effectual,  and  Ibch  a  gentle 
mitigated  punilliment  would  but  open  a 
door  to  all  manner  of  robbery  and  rapine. 
Superadded  to  the  punilliment  threat- 
ened by  human  laws,  God  ijimlllf  will 
afluredly  inflict  a  curie  on  the  acquilitions 
of  theft  and  iraud,  a  curie  which  will  ulii- 

•  Job  ii.  4. 
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mately  confume  all  the  enjoyment  of  fuch 
ill-gotten  wealth.     Not  unfrequently  does 
the  canker  of  luxury  corrode  the  fpoils  of 
theft,  and  the  prodigality  of  intemperance 
confume  the  depredations  of  rapine.    Thus 
does  God,  in  righteous  judgment,  often 
make  one  iin  the  punilhment  of  another. 
But  if  temporal  punifhment  of  this  kind  is 
not  always  the  bitter  fruit  of  fuch  iniquity, 
the  ftings  of  confcience   will    not  fail   to 
render  the  thief  wretched ;  for  '^  a  wounded 
^'  fpirit  who  can  bear'^.''"     Therefore,  faith 
Solomon,    '^  the    robbery    of  the   wicked 
"  (hall  deftroy  themf ."     %  And  "  as  the 
"  partridge,'-  (by  calling)  "  gathereth  the 
'*  young"  (of  others)  "  which  fhe  hath  not 
"  brought  forth,''  and  which  confequently 
forfake  her  when  they  fee  {he  is  not  their 
hen;  '*  fo  he  that  getteth  riches,  and  not 
"  by  right,  Ihall  leave  them  in  the  midft 
"  of  his  days,  and  at  his  end  (hall  be  a 
*'  fool§."     Such  ill-acquired  riches   tend 
only  to  poverty ;  and  it  is  in  this  fenfe  no 

*  Prov.  xvjii.  14.  f  Ibid.  xxi.  7. 

I  Sec  margin  of  Bible.  This  fcenis  to  he  the  fair  con- 
ilrudiou  of  the  palfage,  in  lieu  of  the  confufed  and  mii- 
takcn  fonfc  oi  our  verfion. 

§  Jcr.  xvii.  11. 
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folccifm  to  fdy,  that  fuch  pilterers  have  J^*c- 
but  treafured  up  tor  thcml'elve.s  and  iheir  wv-<*' 
pofterity  want  and  beggary. 

As,  therefore,  you  wilh  to  profper  in  the 
world,  and  to  have  your  earthly  comforts 
niultipHed,  let  no  rol^bery,  oppreffion,  or 
fraud  be  found  ui  your  hands.  Call  to 
mind  the  never-ceafing  anxiety  and  remo.rfe 
accompanying  fuch  aMions.  Reflect  a  mo- 
nient  how  contrary  fuch  fins  are  even  to 
the  very  light  of  nature,  how  much  more 
to  that  blelled  light  of  the  Gofpe],  which 
yon  all  enjoy  ;  conlider  how  callous,  and 
as  it  were  feared  with  a  hot  iron,  muft 
your  confcience  be,  which  can  fufFer  you 
to  commit  fuch  things.  The  very  fear  of 
detection,  and  the  (hame  and  punifhment 
confequent  upon  it,  will  at  all  times  be  a 
troublefome  monitor  to  the  fraudulent  and 
dirtioneft.  But  what  are  thefe  in  compa- 
rifon  of  that  lake  which  burnetii  with  fire 
and  brimftone,  and  fhall  be  the  portion  of 
the  ungodly  and  of  thieves  ! 

The  breach  of  this  Commandment  often 
provokes  God  to  cut  men  ofl"  by  fome  un- 
timely ftroke,  either  by  the  hand  of  human 
jultice  with  ibamc  and  ignominy,   or  b\' 

the 
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DISC,  the  arm  of  divine  vengeance.  **  Thou, 
"  O  God,  ftiait  brnig  them  down  into 
"  the  pit  of  deftruction ;  bloody  and 
"  deceitful  men  fViall  not  hve  out  half 
"  their  days*."  But  whatever  may  be 
their  lot  in  this  life,  and  however  they 
may  efcape  the  fword  of  juftice,  their  bold 
and  wicked  effrontery  lliall  not  avail  to 
redeem  their  fouls,  nor  their  worldly  plun- 
der to  bribe  the  juftice  of  God,  nor  their 
confidence  in  lin  aftbrd  them  the  lead 
gleam  of  conlolation ;  for  "  neither  thieves 
"  nor  covetous  lliall  inherit  the  kingdom 
**  of  God -f-."  And  if  the  poor  "  rob  the 
"  poor/'  the  punilliment,  as  well  as  offence, 
will  be  highly  aggravated  ;  "  for  the  Lord 
^*  will  plead  their  caule,  and  fpoil  the  fouls 
*«  of  thofe  that  fpoiled  themj." 

Another  fpecies  of  theft,  which  is  an 
indire6l  breach  of  this  commandment,  is 
oppreffion  and  unreafonable  exaclion,  by 
taking  advantage  of  others  either  through 
ignorance  or  neceffit};^,  and  impofing  upon 
them  fome  unequal  conditions,  contrary 
to  that  law  which  God  gave  to  his  people 

*  Pfalm  Iv.  23.  t  1  Cor.  vi.  10. 

X  Prov.  xxii,  -22,  23. 
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of  old.  "  If  tlioLi  it'lleft  ought  unto  tliy  disc. 
?*  neighbour,  or  buyeil  ought  at  thv  neigh- 
*'  hour's  haniis,  ye  fliall  not  opprcis  one 
"  another*."  'J'he  Prophet  JViicah  has 
very  forcibly  defcribed  this  fin  ib  abomi- 
nable both  to  (JoD  and  man.  lie  talis  it 
a  "  plucking  oif  their  ikin  from  them,  and 
"  their  flclh  froui  off  their  bones,  and 
'^'  chopping  them  in  pieces  as  for  the  potj 
"  and  as  fle(h  witliin  the  cauldron •j^'* 
Under  this  head  are  likeuife  to  bo  reduced 
all  unmercitulnefs  and  hard  dealings  with 
others ;  for  the  law  of  nature,  and  much 
more  the  law  of  charity,  binds  us  fo  to 
deal  with  others,  that  they  may  have  no 
cauie  to  complain  of  us  to  God  ;  and  in 
the  bittcrnels  of  their  I'pirits  imprecate  his 
wrath  and  vengeance  on  our  heads. 

Here  alfo  we  are  bound  to  take  notice 
of  thofe  many  little  artilices  which  the 
fubtilty  of  man  hath  deviled  to  defraud 
and  over-reach  his  neighbour;  to  attempt 
to  recount  them  would  be  almoft  as  difficult 
as  to  efcape  them.  A\  hich  of  us  is  not 
ready  to  lament  the  deceitful  weiglits  and 
falfe  mcaiares  fo  prevalent  in  the  commou 

'  Lev.  XXV.  U,  t  Micali  iii.  2,  3. 

inter- 
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DISC,    intercourfe   of  life,  and  vet  at   the  fame 

XLVL 

time  fo  well  known  to  be  "  an  abomination 
"  to  the  Lord*."  AVho  is  not  apprized 
of  the  counterfeit  wares,  which  the  in- 
genuity of  man  is  daily  contrix  ing  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  ignorant  and  unwary  ? 
AVho  that  pofleffes  the  leaft  penetration 
can  be  unobfervant  of  the  common  prac* 
tice  of  over-commending  fome,  and  under* 
valuing  others,  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  a 
little  filthy  lucre,  which  foon  periQies  ? 
The  apoftolical  rule  in  fuch  matters  is  well 
worth  the  ferious  notice  of  every  man  of 
bufinefs  ;  "  Let  no  man  go  beyond,  or  de- 
"  fraud  his  brother  in  any  matter,  bccaufe 
♦*  that  the  Loud  is  the  avenger  of  all 
<'  fuch -)-•."  A  day  will  come  when  falfe 
weights  and  fcant  meafures  ftrail  be  tried 
by  an  infallible  ftandard.  The  righteous 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  will  avenge  fuch 
practices  at  the  laft  day,  when  the  rough 
(hall  be  made  fmooth,  and  the  crooked, 
flrait. 

In  order  then  to  avoid  fo  great  a  fin  as 
that  which  is  prohibited  by  this  Command- 

*  IVov.  xi.  1.  XX.  23.  t  J  ThcfT.  iv.  6. 
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ment,  let  every  one  take  care  to  be 
employed  in  fome  honeft  calling,  by  wbich 
lie  may  comfortably  rLiblilt,  anil  l)y  his 
labour  and  induftry  provide  for  bimfelf 
and  family.  They  who  while  away  their 
exiftence  without  any  condant  employ- 
ment, live  only  like  drones,  to  confume 
the  lahours  of  others,  and  ferve  only  to 
defraud  the  poor  and  impotent  of  their 
relief.  "  The  poverty  of  fuch  a  man 
*'  conieth  as  a  traveller*,"  that  arrives  at 
his  journey's  end  by  How  degrees ;  and 
"  his  want"  approaches  "  as  an  armed 
"  man,"  who,  though  his  pace  be  flow. 
by  reafon  of  the  weight  of  his  armour,  yet, 
.his  aflaults  are  more  irrefiftible  and  de- 
ftructive.  His  poverty  ioon  tempts  him 
to  theft,  and  therefore  this  Command  of 
courfe  enjoins  l;d)our  and  induftry  in  thofe 
lawful  calhnCTs  in  which  the  Providence  of 
God  hath  placed  us.  Accordingly  the 
Apoftle  argues  :  "  Let  him  that  Hole,  fteal 
"  no  more,  but  rather  let  him  labour, 
*'  working  with  his  hands  the  thing  that  is 
"  good,  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him 

•  Pr^v.  M.  ij. 
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of  a  thief   become  a   benefactor   and   an 
almfgivcr. 

One  plain  duty,  therefore,  imphed  un- 
der the  interpretation  of  this  precept,  is  to 
be  content  with  that  portion  of  earthly 
bleiTings  which  our  heavenly  Father  af- 
iigns  us.  Difcontcnt  and  co\  etoufnefs  are 
the  root  of  all  injuftice.  He  who  thinks 
he  is  partially  dealt  with  by  the  hand  of 
Providence,  in  not  having  the  iame  ditlri- 
bution  of  earthly  bleffings  as  others,  will 
be  apt,  through  the  depravity  of  human 
nature,  and  the  temptations  of  fraud  and 
violence,  to  invade  their  rights  and  pro- 
perty. Do  you  then  drive  to  check  this 
repining  difpohtion,  and  not  think  that 
you  have  too  little,  and  others  too  much, 
but  whatever  it  pleafes  God  to  give  you, 
account  it  fufficient  provifion,  even  a  child's 
portion,  and,  as  the  Apoftle  recommends, 
"  having  food  and  raiment  be  therewith 
**  content -f'."  And  let  the  example  of 
your  bleffed  Matter,  who  endured  all 
the   hardlhips   of  poverty,    and    had    not 

*  F.ph.iv. -28.  t  1  Tim.  vi.  8. 
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even    where    to    lay    his    head,    animate    r)Tsc. 
your  hearts  and  hves  to  be  in  all  things 
refigncd    to    the    Mill    of   your    heavenly 
Pather. 

To  whom,  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  three 
Perlbns  and  one  God,  be  all  honour  and 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 
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ON  FALSE   ^VlTNESS   AND   stANDtR. 


Exodus  xx.  16. 


Thou  Jhalt  not  hear  Falfe  Wifnefo  againj} 
thy  Neighbour. 

xtlS  the  former  commandment  provided 
for  the  fecurity  of  every  man's  property, 
fo  this  provides  for  the  prefervation  of  his 
good  name,  which  is  a  pofleffion  of  much 
greater  value.  For  "  a  good  name  is  ra- 
•*  ther  to  he  chofen  than  great  riches  *." 
He  who  hghtly  efteems  worth  of  charader, 
will  foon,  it  is  to  be  feared,  proftitute  his 
virtue,  if  he  has  any  ;  and  He  who  regards 
not  what  others  fay  of  him,   will  foon  ar- 

*  Prov.  xxii.  1. 
VOL.  II.  X  riT* 
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rive  at  that  effrontery  in  fin,  which  bid? 
defiance  to  moral  a6tions. 

A  good  name  is  a  blefling  fo  highly  io 
be  valued,  that  it  is  only  to  be  poitponed 
to  the  anfuer  of  a  good  eonfoience.    When 
they  ftand  in  conipetition,  reputation  mull 
give  place  to  duty,  tor  it  is  doubtiels  fa^ 
better  to  lofe   our  repute  amongft  men, 
than  our  acceptance  and  reward  with  God. 
It  often  happens,  through   the  ignorance 
and  depravity  of  human  nature,  that  what 
is  juft,  and  pure,  and  honell:,  is  not  always 
of  good  report  amongft  men.    Piety  is  but 
too  often  deemed  affe6tation,  and  holinefs 
of  life,  hypocrify ;    the  crofs,    a    fcandal ; 
Chriit  himfcif,  a  wine-bibber,  a  friend  of 
publicans  and  iinners  ;  his  do(?trine,  hcrefy; 
and  his  miracles^  impofture.     Such  is  apt 
to  be  the  fneer  of  fcoffers  in  this  age  of  in- 
fidelity, but  the  event  has  verified  the  pre- 
diction, that  "  in  the  lail  days  Ihall  come 
"  fcoffers  *  ;"  and  therefore  every  humble 
Chriftian  fhould  be  prepared  to  go  through 
evil  as  well  as  good   report.     It  is,  at  all 
times,  beneath  the  character  of  a  Chpiltianj 
as  fuch,   to  feek   l)y  any  bafe  and  finful 

*  2  Fct.  ill.  8. 
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romp-liance  to  redeem  their  good  opinion. 
The  teltimony  of  the  Lord  is  fare,  and 
(lands  uncontro verted  at  this  day,  no  lefs 
than  in  the  times  of  the  Apoftles,  '*  Blefi- 
"  ed  are  ye  when  men  Oiall  revile  you  and 
"  perfecute  you,  and  fpeak  all  manner  of 
"  evil  againlt  you  J'alftb/  for  my  fake*." 
What  avails  the  breath  of  a  little  popular 
applaufe  when  put  in  competition  \\ith  the 
accufations  of  confcience  ?  It  is  but  like 
the  tinkling  of  a  bell  (fo  to  fpeak)  fufpend- 
ed  from  u  horfe's  neck,  while  his  back  is 
galled  with  the  prefiure  of  his  burden.  A 
clear,  untainted  confcience  will  always 
carry  a  fair  report,  and  under  the  approv- 
ing Imiles  of  its  teftimony,  the  unjult  re- 
proaches of  men  will  only  ierve  to  add  a 
brighter  diadem  on  the  liead  of  a  real 
Chriftian.  Where  a  good  name,  there- 
fore, is  coupled  with  a  fair  conicience,  it 
ought  to  be  valued  as  one  of  the  choicefl 
bledings  of  divine  goodneis,  and  every 
po(iil)le  m.eans  Ihould  be  ufed  to  preferve 
it.  It  will  render  us  more  ierviceable  in 
advancing  the  cauie  of  divine  truth,  and 
fitter  iiiftruments  in  promotlug  the  honour 

*'■'■  *   Matt.  V.  H. 
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and  glory  of  God.  It  is  as  pfecious  oint- 
ment poured  forth,  which  diftlifeth  its 
fragrance  all  around,  and  by  its  fweet  and 
powerful  odour,  attrafts  others  to  imitate 
and  praciiie  ihofe  virtues,  which  they  fee 
exemplified  in  the  praifeworthy  condutSi  of 
a  good  man.  On  the  contrary^  how  often 
do  we  behold  thofe  who  have  loll  their 
good  name,  lofe  together  with  it,  all  op- 
portunities and  advantages  of  doing  good- 
in  the  world.  Let  their  talents  be  ever  lb 
])rilliant,  their  gifts  ever  fo  eminent  and 
confpicuous,  if  this  box  of  precious  oint- 
ment be  tainted  only  with  a  dead  fly,  it 
uill  corrupt  it,  and  render  the  whole  mafs 
iiaufeous  and  uniavoury.  It  is  one  of  fa- 
tan's  chief  Itratagems  to  render  the  gifts  of 
thofe,  who,  he  fears,  might  fhake  his  king- 
dom, unprofitable,  either  by  tempting  them 
to  the  commiffion  of  fome  infamous  crime, 
or  prompting  others  to  calumniate  them. 
He  knows,  that  by  thefe  means  their  good 
will  be  evil  fpoken  of,  and  fo  far  rendered 
unferviceable ;  and  when  he  has  onc« 
blafted  the  leaves,  the  fruit  will  feldom 
come  to  maturity  and  perfection. 

As,  therefore,  you  delire  to  be  fervice* 

able 
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able  to  God  in  promoting  his  glory,  or  the  disc. 
benefit  of  your  fellow-creatures,  let  it  be  !^..^ 
the  chief  aim  of  your  life  to  endeavour  by 
all  wife  and  prudent  means  to  maintain 
and  preferve  the  ineriimable  Ireafure  of  a 
good  name.  Be  good,  and  you  will  de- 
ferve  to  be  accounted  fo ;  or,  in  the  divine 
language  of  our  blefled  Malter,  "  Let 
"  your  light  fo  fiiine  before  men,  that 
"  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glo- 
*'  rify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  *." 

Let  us  then  take  a  view  of  this  Com- 
mandment in  two  points  ;  firft,  as  it  re- 
quires us  to  be  cautious  in  maintaining  our 
own  good  name;  and  next  in  preferving  the 
reputation  of  our  neighbour.  Firft,  then, 
it  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  all  lying,  detra6^tion, 
and  (lander,  and  every  fpecies  of  falfe  tef- 
timony  whether  public  or  private. 

Now  lying  comprifes  under  it  every 
^othdf  violation  of  this  precept,  and  as  it  is 
ti  (in  great  and  comprehenfive  in  its  nature, 
fo  is  it  general  and  univerfal  in  pra<5tice. 
'It  was  a  complaint  of  the  Prophet  but  too 
well-founded  in  his  days  ;  and,  it  is  to  b« 

*  Matt.  T.  16. 
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in^c.  feared,  equally  verified  in  our  own,  that 
"^  Truth  is  periilicd  *"  froni  the  earth. 
.  '  'Jlje  ulual  definition  of  a  X^ie  is,  a  volun- 
tary fpeiiking  of  an  untruth  with  an  intent 
^o  deceive ;  it  is  confequently  morally  evil 
in  itl'elf,  ai^^d  let  the  advantage  accruing 
from  it  be  ever  fp  great,  it  is  a  fhameful 
repreiich  to  a  Cbriftian  to  fhelter  either 
himfeifor  others  under  the  refuge  of  it. 
It  is  a  dangerous  maxim  at  all  times  to  do 
evil,  that  good  may  come  of  it.  But  when 
a  Ue  is  purpofely  uttered  to  the  prejudice 
of  our  neighbour,  it  is  of  the  molt  diabo- 
lical malignity  ;  a  malignity  that  nothing 
can  extenuate  or  excufe.  Grofs  carnal  fms 
are  utterly  incompatible  with  the  nature  of 
the  deyilrhi^  wickedpefsisiuore.vefined,  iiv 
.telleftual,  and  fpiritual ;  pride^  mahce,,  de- 
ceit, and  fallhopd  fire  of  the  effence  of  hjs  na- 
.tur^.>.  ^'  Ife  is  a  Ua;r  and  the  fatlier  of  it-i'.'* 
The.  more  malice  goes  into  the  compofition 
^pf  a  lie,  the  more  it  relembleshi^  hellifli 
nature.  This  ^s  the  ^beginning  ;  of;  his 
ilrength,  for  by  lies  he  beguiled  thc.fird 
j^nhappy . pair. ^of  the  human  race;  what 
ponder  then  if  it  be   his  darling  fin,  and 

*  Jcr.  vii.  28.  t  J®hn  viii.  41. 
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the  greateft  irvitnimt'nt  of  promotiuij;  the 
iriterefts  of  his  infernal  kingdom  ? 

Fully  convinced  of  lii.s  inieparable  at- 
tachment to  a  lie,  St;  Peter  expoftulatetl 
with  Ananias  in  thofe  memorable  words : 
"  \\'hy  hath  Satan  filled  thine  heart  to  lie 
«  to'  the  Holy  Ghoft*?"  "  When  he 
**  fpeaketh  a  lie,"  faith  our  bleiTed  Lord, 
*'  he  Ipeaketh  of  his  own  -\-  f  fo  when  any 
bfyeu  uttev  a  lie,  you  repeat  the  fuggef- 
tiorts  ahd  dictates  of  that  evil  fpirit.  Call 
to  mind  then,  I  befeech  you,  the  many  ex- 
•pirefs  corritnands  of  God  againft  this  fin, 
and  through  the  power  of  divine  grace  en- 
deavour to  fortify  yourfelves  againft  tlie 
commiffion  of  it.  "  Ye  fliall  not  deal 
*"falfely,  nor  lie  otie  to  another."}:;  "  Ly- 
"  ing  hps  are  an  abomination  to  the 
«  LoRD§:"  "  Wherefore," faith  the  Apof- 
tle,  *"  putting  av^ay  lying,  f})eak  every 
*'  man  truth  with  his  neighbour  ||."  And 
as  this  fm  fo  egregioufly  betrays  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  hiirhan  heart,  fo  it  denomi- 
nates whofe  we  are,  and  whom  we  fervc, 
viz.  the  children  and  fervants  of  the  Devrl, 

*  Acts  V.  3.  t  John  viii.  W.  X  Lev.  xix.  11. 

f,  Prov.  xii; 'Ji?.  II  Eph.  iv.  23. 
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xm[    "^^^  chara6ler  given  by  God    himfelf  df 
v-^.^w  truth  and  veracity   is  quite  tbe    reverfe ; 
"  Surely,"  iaith   the    Lord,  "  they  are 
"  my  people,  children  that  >viU  not  lie  *.'* 
And  the  very  threatening  itfelf  denounced 
againft  this  fin,  is   enough  tq  ^eter  every 
one  from   the    commiffion   of  it.      "for 
"  without,"  that    is,    excluded  from    the 
fociety  of  the   blefifed,   "  are   whorempn- 
"  gers,  and  murderers,  and  idolaters,  and 
"  whofoever  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie  -f-." 
Another   violation    of  this    Command- 
ment is   (lander  and  detra6lion  :   a  iin  i^i 
the  prefent  age  httle  lefs  than  triumphant. 
Jt  is  highly  injurious  to  the  good  name  and 
reputation   of  oqr  neighbour,  by  fixing  ^ 
falfe  imputation  upon  his  charade r,  or  tra- 
ducing his  real  worth.     Next   to  a  good 
confcience,  reputation  is  of  all  pofTeffions 
the  mofl  valuable,  to  which,  indeed,  it  of 
fight  belongs,  and  from  which  it  naturally 
fprings.     The   root  lies  out    of  the  reach 
of  injury,  but  the  fruit  of  a  fair  reputation, 
fo    fvveet  and  fragrant,  and  in  all  refpecls 
fo  precious,   hangs    alas !   expofed    to    the 
rude  affaults  of  every  palTenger  who  can 

*  Ifa.  Ixiii.  8.  t  Rev.  xxii.  15, 
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pluck  the  flower  from  its  ftem,  and  laugh, 
perhaps,  to  fee  it  wither  and  decay.  It  ig 
a  high  aggravation  of  the  guilt,  or  at  leaft 
ef  the  folly  of  detra6lion,  that  there  is 
commonly  no  recompcnce  attached  to  the 
commillion  of  it.  He  who  fleals  away 
your  reputation  l^as  no  pretence  for  the 
plea  of  neceflity ;  what  he  takes  away 
from  another  by  fi|ch  kind  of  robbery,  by 
no  means  enriches  himlelf. 

^Vhen  a  n^an's  life  and  a6lions  are  fo 
blamelefs  and  exemplary,  that  even  malice 
itfelf  is  iiftiamed  to  vent  its  venom  by  a 
bafe  flander,  left  it  (liould  appear  in  its 
true  colours,  then  is  it  wont  to  retort  upon 
the  head  of  the  calumniator,  and  make 
}iim  defervedly  feel  the  weight  of  his  own 
})low.  But  it  often  happens,  that  when  due 
commendation  is  afcribed  to  others,  either 
for  learning,  wildom,  or  piety,  however 
fortified  it  may  be  by  the  general  voice 
of  a  furrounding  multitude,  there  are  fel- 
(lom  wanting  thofe  who  lie  in  wait  to  af- 
fault  it,  and  if  they  cannot  altogether  deny 
their  attacks,  will  endeavour  at  leaft  to  ex- 
tenuate the  malignity  of  them,  well  know- 
ing  that  a  blighted  character,  like  a  cracked 

bell, 
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bell,  will  not  found  half  fo  clear  aftd  loud 
in  the  ears  of  thewotld. 

Let  us  then  remember  that  God  and  na- 
ture have  intruiled  ns'  matudlly  with  each 
other's  good  name.  Our  neighbours'  credit 
is  put  as  a  precious  dcpofit  into  our  hands  ; 
if  we  wantonly  alperlb  it  by  the  propaga^ 
tion  of  falfe  lepurts,  or  feek  not  to  defend 
it  from  the  llanHerous  whifpers  of  others, 
w^e  evidently  violate  this  divine  precept. 

But  beiides  the  obloquy  which  pallcs  in 
common  convedation,  the  higheftand  moil 
aggra\ated  guilt  of  bearing  falfe  witnel's 
is  in  a  judicial  procefs.  To  rife  up  ij^ 
judgment  againft  your  neighbour,  tind  fo- 
lemnly  atteft  a  notorious  falfehood,  or  the 
truth  of  what  you  are  not  fully  aflured, 
implies  fuch  heinous  and  complicated-guilt, 
that,  in  the  common  and  civil  intercourfe 
of  life,  mutdetr  excepted,  there  is  fcarce 
any  iniquity  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
it,  and  that  for  two  reafons :  The  one, 
becaufe  afir'a6tt6ns  in  kw  and  equity  cort- 
ctrn  eithet  the  perfdn-.Oi*  eftate  of  your 
neighbour; 'Hy  bearing  falfe  witnefs  againft 
him,  you  injiii^e  him  either  in  one  or  the 
other,  and  confequ'e'fttly  you  ftand  con- 
'  victed 
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vi£led  before  God  of  being  a  thief  or  a  disc. 
murderer ;  a  tlnef,  by  depriving  him 
of  his  jiift  rights,  and  a  murderer,  be- 
caufe  "  an  hypocrite,"  faith  the  Wife  Man, 
**  with  his  mouth  dejiroi/cth  his  neigh- 
"  hour*." 

This  crime  is  alfo  more  odious  and  fin- 
ful,  as  it  perverts  the  law  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  a  fence  and  a  iafeguard  to 
every  man's  property,  by  making  it  the 
inftrument  of  injuiiice  and  cruelty.  The 
Pfahnift  accordingly  compares  Dpeg's  ma- 
licious tongue  to  a  (harp  razor,  which  un- 
der the  influence  of  falfe  teitimony  not 
only  wounds  the  credit,  but,  as  it  were, 
^uts  the  throat  of  your  neighbour, 
t  The  other  is,  becaufe  all  judicial  pro- 
ceedings exaft  from  the  witnefles  a  Iblemn 
path,  and  therefore,  under  that  facred 
obligation,  to  bear  falfe  witnefs  is  to  add 
to  i^^the  accumulated  crimes  of  perjury 
and  blafphemy  :  for  what  elfe  is  it  but  to 
bring  the  mod  holy  Gou,  who  is  eternal 
Tfuth,  to  confirm  a  he  ?  \\  hat  can  be  a 
higher  affront  to  the  iiicred  Majefty  of 
Heaven?    A  fworn  witneis  is  accredited, 

*  Prov.  xi.  Q, 
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DISC,  only  becaufe  he  in\  okes  the  teftlmony  of 
the  moft  high  God.  Wilt  thou  then  not 
tremble,  thou  profane  (inner  !  to  cite  God 
to  appear  as  a  witnefs  to  that  tranfaftion, 
iri  which  thine  own  confcience  condemns 
thee?  And  wilt  thou  dare  to  transfer  thy 
ifijuiiiee,  thy  rapine,  thy  murder  upon 
l)im,  and  ihelter  them  under  the  fhadow 
of  his  veracity  and  faithfulnefs  ?  Oh 
f}>ame  !  fliame  !  "  If  the  witnefs,"  faith 
God  to  his  people  Ifrael,  "  be  a  falfc 
"  witnefs,  and  hath  teftified  falfely 
"  againft  his  brother,  then  fhall  ye  do 
"  unto  him,  as  he  had  thought  to  have 
*'  done  unto  his  brother  :  fo  ftialt  thou 
'*  put  the  evil  away  from  among  you  :  And 
^*  "thofe  that  remain  (hall  hear  and  fear,  and 
*'  fl^all  henceforth  commit  no  more  any 
^*  fuch  evil  among  you  *."  If  fuch  rigour 
and  whblefome  feverity  were  invariably 
exercifed  upon  perjured  perfons,  we  fhouH 
not  have  the  frequent  mortification  of  fee- 
ing baths  fo  trifled  with  upon  almoft  every 
bccaiion  ;  innocence  would  be  fecu red  under 
the  prote6iion  of  law,  and  the  laws  them^ 
ielves  jruiltlefs  of  the  ruin  of  manv,  who, 

'  Dout.  xix.  18,  i(),  20. 
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by  perjury,  fall  into  the  Inarc  ut"  the  de\ii    ?^^y- 
and  final  perdition.  v—,^^ 

If  then  you  \vi(h  to  avoid  the  gnilt  of 
the  breach  of  this  Commandment,  additt 
not  yourfclves  to  any  party  or  pcrfuafioii 
of  men ;  faction  be2;ets  prejudice,  and  pre- 
judice is  the  jaundice  of  the  i'oul,  which 
reprefents  other  men  and  their  aftions  in 
tlie  colour  which  our  own  difeafe  puts 
upon  them.  And  indeed  we  are  all  apt 
to  be  fo  partial  to  ourfelves,  that  it  is  dit- 
licult  to  entertain  a  good  efteem  for  others, 
who  differ  in  their  judgment  from  our- 
lelves.  And  this  inclines  us  to  liften  to 
any  calumny  againft  them,  and  but  too 
often  to  propagate  it  ourlelves  to  their  pre- 
judice. It  frc(juently  liappens  that  want 
of  charity  and  of  brotheily  kindnefs  pre- 
rails  through  u  bigotted  attachment  to 
different  perfualions,  and  modes  of  di\ine 
worfhip.  One  party  reports  another  to  be 
profane  and  fuperltitious ;  another,  hypo- 
critical and  feUiili  ;  and  while  both  fuffer 
from  each  other's  envenomed  tongues, 
truth  languiftieth,  and  charity  grows  cold. 
Such  conduft  can  neither  promote  the 
CHufe  of  God,  nor  advance  the  kingdom 

of 
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of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chriii, 
Will  jou,"  laith  Job,  "  fpeak  wickedly 
"  for  God,  and  talk  deceitfully  for  Him*  ?" 
or  Ihall  his  honour  be  maintained  by  the 
devices  of  Satan  ?  Surely  not :  it  is  at  all 
times  a  ftrong  prefumption  of  a  bad  caufe 
when  the  refuge  and  iupport  of  it  are 
deceit  and  fallliood. 

To  avoid,  therefore^  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  violation  of  this  commandment,  accuf- 
tom  yourfelves  frequently  to  refle6t  upon 
your  own  mifcarriages,  and  pronenefs  to 
fall  into  the  fame  or  greater  faults ;  and 
when  you  hear  or  know  of  any  fcandalous 
offence  committed  by  another,  look  back 
upon  your  own  life^  if  that  be  not  irre- 
proachable; "why  beholdell  thou  the  mote 
*'  that  is  in  thy  brother's  eye,  but  con- 
"  fidereft  not  the  beam  that  is  in  thine 
*'  own  eyef- ?'*  Let  then  your  fliame  for 
your  own  offences,  be  a  covering  for  thofe 
of  your  brother's,  or  elfe  to  cad  a  lliade 
upon  the  brightnefs  of  his  chara6ler,  is  like 
the  moon  ecliphng  the  fun,  by  which  her 
own  darknefs  and  obfcurity  are  rendered 
the  more  confpicuous» 

*  Job  xiii.  7.  V  Matt,  rii.  ?>. 
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Bv  thus  refleftinff  upon  our  own  con-     i^^-^'- 

.  ,  XL\  II. 

du6l,  we  fhall  be  reftrained  from  being  in-  l^.-^ 
jurious  in  our  cenfures  of  others  ;  we  Ihall 
hardly  divulge  their  real  mifcarriages,  much 
lefs  acciire  or  flander  them  with  falfe  ones. 
The  Apoftle's  advice  will  then  be  eafily 
adopted  ;  "  Brethren,  if  any  man  be  over- 
"  taken  in  a  fault,  you  which  are  fpiritual 
*'  redore  fuch  an  one  in  the  fpirit  of  meek- 
"  nefs,  confidering  thyfelf,  kll  thou  alfo 
**  be  tempted*/'  Let  us  all  then,  with 
felf-abafenient  and  deep  humiliation,  ex- 
claim with  the  holy  Pllilmill ;  "  Lokd 
"  who  flrdll  dwell  in  thy  tabernacle,  or 
*'  who  fhall  reft  upon  thy  holy  hill  ?  Even 
"  he  that  leadeth  an  uncorrupt  hfe,  and 
"  doeth  the  thing  which  is  right,  and 
**  fpeaketh  the  truth  from  his  heart ;  he 
"  that  hath  ufed  no  deceit  in  his  tongue, 
"  nor  done  evil  to  his  neighbour,  and  hath 
<*  not  (landered  his  neighbour ;  whofo 
"  doeth  thefe  things  ftiall  never  fall." 

Now  to  God  tUe  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  (Sec.     Amen. 

•  Gal.  yi.  1. 
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Exodus  xx.  17. 

Thou  Jlialt  not  covet. 

1  HE  divine  Lawgiver,  in  fome  of  the  .P^9-, 
foregoing  precepts,  having  prohibited  all 
actual  mtVingement  on  the  property  and 
chara6ter  of  another,  proceeds  to  impofe 
his  reftraints  upon  the  mind  ;  and  Inter- 
dicts under  the  Ikme  authority,  and  the 
like  awful  fanftions,  not  only  the  a(5t  of  un- 
lawful invaiion,  but  the  very  deli  re  of  that 
which  cannot  juttly  become  our  own.  He 
who  takes  upon  him  to  impofe  fuch  holy 
and  heart-fearching  laws,  and  to  controul 
the  inmoft  deiires  of  the  foul,  which  are 
invifible  to  mortal  eye,  and  amenable  to 
VOL.  II.  y  no 
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no  human  tribunal,   iliould  utter  tliem  as 
the  cU6late  of  divine  AVil'dom  and  Power. 

The  fin  here  prohibited  is   an  unlawful 
luftino;  after  anv  thino-  that  belongs  to  our 
neighbour.      And    undoubtedly   the    beft 
means  of  refrainuig  from  the  a6lual  com- 
miffion  of  fm,  is  to  refrain  from  the  inward 
defire  of  it.     It  is  true  that  all  the  other 
precepts  of  the  Decalogue  are  equally  fpi- 
ritual,  and  their  authority  reacheth  in  like 
manner  to  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart,  when    the    luftful    eye    is  deemed 
adultery,    and    caufelefs    anger,    murder. 
But  becaufe  the  in'ward  propenfities  are  not 
there  literally  exprefled,  God  thought  fit 
in  his  infinite  wifdom  to  add  this  lall  com- 
mand, in  which  He  not  only  arraigns,  but 
condemns  the  very  firft   emotions  of  the 
heart  towards  any  finful  objeft.     This  pre- 
cept may  therefore  be  properly  confidered 
as  the  fpecial  bond  which  (trengthens  and 
confirms  the  lecond  table  of  the  law. 

Every  inordinate  inclination  to  evil,  is 
properly  that  concupifcence  which  is  here 
forbidden.  Por  the  foul  of  man  beins: 
an  aftive  principle  will  tliiplay  itfelf  accord- 
ing to  its  nature  and  propenlities.      Before 

his 
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his  fall,  Adam  enjoyed  the  privileo-e  of  disc. 
fupernalural  grace  iri  a  natural  way,  which  w.^ 
(enabled  him  to  dire6l  every  the  lealt  emo- 
tion of  his  heart  towards  God,  and  to 
iiiake  him  the  end  c*f  all  his  ac^tions.  But 
after  his  traiifgreflion,  being  left  in  the 
hands  of  hi.'i  own  counfel,  his  thoughts,  in- 
llead  of  afpiring  after  their  wonted  union 
and  communion  with  God,  took  a  con- 
trary bias,  and  his  afle6tions  became  iiiore 
and  more  rivetted  to  the  love  of  the  crea- 
ture. In  like  manner  an  undue  attachment 
to  the  things  of  this  world  becomes  fin  to  us, 
not  merely  becaufe  we  long  after  the  enjoy- 
ment of  created  good,  (for  that  is  of  itielf 
lawful,)  but  becaufe  we  long  after  it  in  art 
inordinate  degree.  Do  not  low  and  finful 
objects,  for  the  moil  part^  occupy  our 
thoughts  and  engage  our  aliections,  to  the 
utter  exclufion  of  God,  and  the  momen- 
tous concerns  of  eternity  ?  If  fo,  that  in- 
ordinate difpofition  has  taken  polfefiion  of 
our  minds,  which  is  here  emphatically 
called  coveting,  or  concupilcence.  The 
feveral  degrees  of  wliich  I  will  attempt  to 
delineate  in  the  following  difcourle,  and 
conclude  with  fome  practical  obfeivations. 
Y  2  ^.'ow 
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Now  the  firft  is,  that  imperfeft  embryo 
of  lin,  if  it  may  be  i'o  called,  before  it  hath 
received  any  hneaments  or  features  which 
the  Scripture  denominates  by  "  the  thoughts 
"  and  imaginations  of  men's  hearts,  which 
"  are  only  evil  continually  *."  Thefe,  as 
foon  as  they  begirr  to  quicken  in  our 
breads,  partake  of  the  nature  of  fin,  and 
more  or  lefs  defile  the  foul ;  which,  hke  a 
clear,  briirht  mirror,  becomes  dim  and  ful- 
lied  if  you  only  breathe  upon  it.  The 
image  of  God  in  the  foul  of  man  is  thereby 
rendered  Icfs  confpicuous,  and  its  divine 
luftre  eclipfed. 

A  farther  degree  of  this  concupifcence 
is  manifetled,  when  thefe  evil  motions  are 
entertained  in  the  mind  with  complacency, 
and  fodered  with  delight ;  they  then  gene- 
rate in  it  a  kind  of  fympathy  which  over- 
powers all  its  faculties,  and  renders  it  al- 
moft  incapable  of  accounting  for  the  fur- 
prize.  The  underftanding  foon  yields  to 
the  tafcinating  charm,  the  will  is  taken 
captive,  and  the  alfeclions  prefently  furren- 
der  their  power.  The  whole  citadel  is  then 
befieged,  and  loon  becomes  a  prey  and  a 

♦  Gon.  vi.  5. 
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fpoil  to  the  artillery  of  ftroiis:  and  unfub-    i^'^c. 
dued  paiiions.  ^^>^y 

When  die  aflent  of  the  will,  and  appro- 
bation of  the  judgment  are  obtained  in 
the  commiliion  of  a  crime,  the  heart  of 
man  then  partakes  of  the  very  eiTencc  of 
guilt,  and,  when  lin  is  thus  conceived,  it 
wants  nothing  but  the  means  of  carrying 
it  into  execution.  It  requn-es  then  but 
httle  knowledge  of  the  corruption  of  hu- 
man nature  to  trace  this  e\il  principle  to 
its  fource,  and  to  difcover  fome  of  its  vari- 
ous degrees  ;  which  evidently  confifl  in  the 
firft  rifmgs  of  evil  thoughts  in  the  heart,  in 
cherifhing  their  beginning  and  progrels,  in 
the  afient  of  the  will,  and  reiblution  of  the 
judgment,  for  each  of  which  thought  and 
a6tion  we  render  ourfelves  liable  to  con- 
demnation under  the  fan6tion  of  this  Com- 
mandment. 

But  if  the  evil  propenfity,  whatever  it 
be,  exceed  the  limit  of  this  precept,  and 
extend  itfelf  into  an  outward  a6t,  it  falls 
under  the  immediate  prohibition  of  fome 
of  the  preceding  Commandments.  To 
w  hat  purpofe  then,  it  may  be  afked,  is  this 
lalt  prohibition  ?  "  Thou  ilialt  not  covet." 
yS  If 
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If  thou   (leal,  or    bear  falie  witnels,  thou 
knoweft  the  penalty,  "  of  the  beft  of  thine 
"  own   field  or  vineyard,  flialt  thou  make 
*«  reftitution*/'    Ye  fliall  do  unto  him,  as 
he  thought  to  have  done    to  his  brother. 
If  thou    committeft  murder,    thy    hie    is 
amenable  for  the  tranfgreflion,  the  punifh- 
ment    is    fixed    and    certain,    and    "    the 
"  hands    of    the   witnefies   fliall    be    firft 
"  upon  him  to  put  him  to  death  -|-."     But 
if  thou  commit  no  murder,  and  haft  only 
an  inclination  to  commit  it,  or  if  thou  dolt 
not  actually  fteal,  but  only  covet  in  thine 
heart   the    pofieffions  of  thy    neighbour : 
Who,  it  may  be  faid,  Ihall  dare  to  be  wit- 
nefs  in  this  cafe  ?     Is  it  not  fuperfluous  and 
nugatory  to  ena6l  a  law  without  a  fanc- 
tion  ?  or  to  prefcribe  a  rule  of  duty,  where 
there  can  be  no  proof  of  tranfgreffion  ?  Is 
not  this  to  fport  with  the  Majefty  of  laws, 
and  to  expofe  to  ridicule  thmgs  the  mofl 
facred  and  important  ?     The  dignity  and 
wifdom  of  the  Jewifli  legiflator  forbid  us 
to  afcribe  to  him  a  condu6l  fo  unreafonable 
and  inconfiftent. 

*  Exodus  xxii.  5.  t  Dcut.  xvii.  7. 
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What  then  can  we  infer,  but  that  He  knew 
the  laws  He  promulgated  had  an  authority 
more  than  human  ;  that  He  was  only  the 
Mediator  betwixt  Go  i^  and  man  in  the  deli- 
very of  them  ;  and  that  they  were  enacted 
and  lanctioned  by  divine  authority,  even 
by  that  Being  who  is  a  *'  dil'cerner  of  the 
"  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart*," 
and  can  "  bring  every  work  into  judg- 
*'  ment  with  every  fecret  thing,  whether 
"  it  be  good  or  evil  -j-,"  and  who,  He  was 
convinced  by  experience,  would  at  all 
times  interpofe  with  his  providential  dif- 
penfations  for  the  honour  oi"  his  moral  go- 
vernment of  the  world,  and  the  comple- 
tion of  his  divine  promifes,  leaving  how- 
ever a  more  full  and  perfect,  a  more  diftin- 
guifhed  and  univerfal  dilplay  of  his  attri- 
butes and  vindication  of  his  Providence,  for 
the  final  revelation  of  his  Son,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  world  to  come. 

Accordingly,  it  is  written,  "  the  law 
**  was  our  I'choolmafter  to  bring  us  to 
"  Chrilt:|..'*  In  this  command  efpecially, 
*'  Thou  ihalt  not  covet,"  it  breathes  the 
fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  difpenfation,   teach- 

•  Ilcb.  iv.  1'.:.       t  Ecclcf.  xii.  14.  J  Giil.  iii.  '-21. 
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XLviii  ^"§  "^  *°  pr^clile  its  precepts  from  an  in- 
>*'v%^  ward  conicientious  principle,  and  "  to  fliew 
"  forth  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  our 
^'  l>earts  *."  How  many  rules  and  max^ 
ims  of  life  might  fairly  be  deemed  fuper- 
fluous,  if  a  fixed  principle  of  true  religion 
could  be  fubilituted  and  rooted  in  the 
heart  of  man  !  Could  we  break  *'  the  fton  j 
*'  heart  •^-/'  and  infcribe  this  living  fenti^ 
ment  of  the  love  of  Gop  and  the  love  of 
our  duty  in  the  human  affections  ! 

If  a  fpirit  of  true  Chriftian  piety  actu- 
ated our  hearts,  and  the  name  of  God  was 
engraven  upon  them  as  "  wkh  the  point 
*'  of  a  diamond  j,'*  how  little  teaching 
would  then  fuffice  to  fliew  us  what  is 
pleafing  to  God.  His  love  rooted  and 
grounded  in  the  heart  would  diffufe  afweet 
favour  over  our  whole  demeanour,  and 
leave  an  impreffion  upon  it  foniewhat  limi- 
lar  to  that  on  the  mitre  of  Aaron,  "  Holi- 
**  nefs  to  the  Lord  §/' 

"  We  know,"  faith  the  Apoftle,  "  that 
"  the  lav/  is  good,  and  that  it  is  made  for 

•  Horn.  ii.  15.         t  Ezek.  xi.  1.9.         I  Jor.  xvli.  1. 
§  Exod.  xxviii.  36. 
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<*  the    ungodly  and    for   llnners  *."     All    disc. 
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the  other  Commandments,  with  the  truiii  v-*%^w 
of  grievous  penaUits  annexed  to  them, are 
made  only  for  thole  who  are  not  good 
enough  ^  be  governed  by  thin  precept. 
But  to  liim,  who  has,  through  the  grace"* 
of  Gop,  brought  his  heart  into  fubjec* 
tion  to  this  lUblime  command,  "  Thoii 
♦'  ihalt  not  covet,''  the  menaces  annexed 
to  the  violation  of  the  law  are  a  '*  dead 
**'  letter,"  the  yoke  of  bondage  is  broken. 
Duty  and  inclination  going  hand  in  hand 
with  a  true  Chriftian,  he  has  the  plealing 
tafk  .of  performing  his  Maker's  will  ac- 
ceptably through  the  merits  and  media- 
tion of  his  blefled  Redeemer,  and  he  is 
ready  to  adopt  the  language  of  thePfalmift; 
*'  1  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God; 
^'  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart  f.'* 
Such  offices  are  his  delight ;  fuch  fervice, 
perfect  freedom.  lie  is  pafied  from  un- 
der the  condemnation  of  the  law,  "  for 
^'  there  is  now  no  condemnation  to  them 
♦*  that  are  \v\  Chrifl  Jefus  J,''  into  an  evan- 
gelical, I  had  almoft  faid  into  an  heavenly 
ilate,  refembling  "  the  ipirits  of  jult  men 

*  1  Tim.  i.  8,9.       t  Pfalm  xl.  8.        I  Rom.  viii.  l. 
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DISC.  «  made  perfed  *,"  "  and  the  angels  which 
\^r^  "  always  behold  the  face  of  their  Eaiher 
"  which  is  in  heaven  -y"  receiving  fome 
foretafte  even  now,  of  that  "  fulnefs  of 
"  joy  which  is  in  God's  prefence,  and  of 
"  thofe  pleafures  which  are  at  his  right 
"  hand  for  evermore  if." 

The  time  he  fojourns  upon  earth,  he 
lives  underaconitant  fenfe  of  the  authority 
of  the  divine  law,  reaching  to  the  innioft  re- 
ceffes  of  the  foul,  and  laying  an  obligation 
on  his  very  thoughts  and  defircs  which  no 
human  laws  can  eflecl.  God  "  feeth  not 
"  as  man  feeth  §,"  neither  judgeth  He  as 
man  judgeth.  for  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts 
are  naked  and  open  to  his  all-feeing  eye  ; 
and  therefore  the  law  of  God,  like  the 
knowledge  of  God,  penetrates  to  the 
very  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart, 
and  condemns  us  as  guilty  of  eternal 
death  for  every  pre-conceived  as  well  as 
a6lual  fni. 

Convinced  of  the  exceeding  breadth 
of  God's  commandments,  let  us  not  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  an  outward  conformity 

*Heb.  xu.  23.     t  Matt,  xviii.  10.     \  Pfalmxvi.  11. 
§  1  Sam,  .xvi.  7. 

to 
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the  law,  but  ftrive  to  approve  our  hearts  disc. 
unto  Him  in  iimplicity  and  godly  ilnce-  \^/<j 
rity.  Let  us  not  refemble  the  liypocri- 
tical  Pharifees  mIio  walhed  only  the  out- 
iide  of  the  cup,  whilft  they  inwardly 
abounded  with  all  kinds  of  unclean  lufts. 
As  long  as  their  wicked  deiires  and  evil 
purpofes  did  not  break  forth  into  outward 
crimes,  in  vain  did  they  flatter  themfelves, 
that  no  guilt  was  imputable  to  them. 
"While  St.  Paul  maintained  his  pharifaical 
prmciples,  he  knew  not  the  inward  emo- 
tions of  luft  to  be  lin  ;  but  when  he  im- 
bibed Chriftian  principles,  he  foon  dif- 
covered  his  former  deluiion,  and  found 
that  his  boafted  righteoufnefs  could  not 
abide  the  drift  fcrutmy  of  the  law. 

Know  then,  O  man,  whoever  thou  art, 
that  thou  art  as  truly  a  murderer,  a  tliief, 
and  an  adulterer,  in  the  fight  of  God, 
by  harbouring  any  fanguinary,  unjuft,  or 
unclean  thoughts  in  thine  heart,  as  thou 
wouldeit  be,  before  any  human  tribu- 
nal, by  the  actual  commifilon  of  any  of 
thel'e  crimes.  Indeed  it  is  but  too  com- 
mon a  delufion,  even   among   thole  who 

arc 
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are  called  Chriftians  in  tbefe  days,  that, 
if  they  do  but  refrain  from  the  commif- 
iion  of  grofs  and  fcandalous  ofti^nces,  they 
feldom  reflect  on  their  innate  corruptions, 
vhicii,  (like  ulcers  that  rankle  inwardly, 
and  become  incurable,)  are  covered  over 
^vith  the  pretext  of  a  fair  and  inoffeniive 
life.  Is  there  no  degree  of  fm  to  be  at' 
tached  to  the  heart  fvvoUen  with  the  vo- 
luntary ebullitions  of  malicious,  revenge- 
ful, and  lafcivious  thoughts  ?  Is  it  no 
crime  to  excufe  thefe  paffions  as  mere 
trivial  pffences,  deferving  rather  of  pity, 
than  of  punifliment  ?  "  Be  not  deceived, 
"  God  is  not  mocked  *,"  "  for  whofo- 
*'  ever  fliail  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet 
"  offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of 
*'  all  -j-"  in  the  principle,  though  not  in 
the  aft.  Were  this  perfuafion  efte6tually 
ivrought  in  the  minds  of  men,  it  would 
check  the  evil  propenfities  of  their  hearts, 
and  controul  the  wayward  indulgencies 
of  fancy  ;  for  they  muft  be  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  life  and  power  of  divine 
grace,  who  can  contemplate  with  pleafure 

*  Gal.  vi.  7.  t  Jam.  ii.  10. 
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tlie  evil  fuggefiions  of  their  own  imagina-     t)i<c. 
tions,  though  they  dare  not  give  them  vent 
in  outward  actions. 

Let  us  therefore  turn  our  eyes  inward, 
and  drive  to  prevent  the  fiream  of  our  na- 
tural corruptions  from  overflowing  the  ge- 
neral courfe  of  our  ac-tions,  for  if  the  foun- 
tain be  polluted,  the  itream  will  be  fo  too. 
When  through  the  power  of  divine  grace 
we  are  thus  cleanfed  from  the  inward  de- 
filements of  the  ipirit,  we  Ihall  be  pure 
from  the  outward  pollutions  of  the  tlelh, 
for  from  the  former  proceed  all  the  vifible 
fms  of  our  lives.  "  Therefore,"  iaith  our 
blelTed  Saviour,  "  out  of  the  heart  pro- 
*'  ceed  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries, 
*'  fornications,  thefts,  falfe  witnefs,  blaf- 
"  phemies  */'  All  the  fruits  of  the  flefli, 
the  grapes  of  Sodom,  and  the  cluftcrs  of 
Gomorrah,  receive  their  fap  and  nourifh- 
nient  from  this  root  of  bitternefs.  And 
therefore  with  pathetic  energy  God  re- 
quires his  people  to  lay  the  axe  to  this 
root :  "  O  Jerufalem,"  faith  he,  "  wafli 
*'  thy  heart  from  wicked nefs;  how  long 
**  (liaJl   thy    vain  thoughts  lodge    within 

•  Matt.  XV.  19, 
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tnee  *  ?"  Unlefs  this  be  our  chief  care, 
and  we  are  fohcilous  above  all  thini^s  to 
obi'erve  this  commandment,  any  regard  we 
pay  to  the  others  will  be  utterly  in  vain, 
not  only  in  refpect  of  our  acceptance  with 
God,  but  as  to  the  final  ifiue  of  our  falva- 
tion  through  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And 
though  it  is  impoffible  for  the  beft  man  on 
earth  to  keep  the  whole  law  of  God,  and 
not  offend  either  in  thought,  word,  or  deed, 
yet  the  more  fenlible  he  is  of  his  own  un- 
worthinefs  and  manifold  tranfgreffions,  the 
more  convinced  will  he  be  of  its  real  ule 
and  defign  in  a6ling  as  a  fchoolmafter  to 
bring  him  to  Chrifl,  that  he  may  be  jufti- 
fied,  not  by  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of 
the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

To  whom,  &c.     Amen. 

*  Jcr.  iv.  14. 
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TJie  Law  was  our  Schoolmajier  to  bring  us 
to  Chrijt. 

llAYlNG  in  feveral  dilcourfes,  through  ^^^^ 
the  divine  bleffing  and  affiftance,  endea-  ^— ^^^^ 
voured  to  develope  the  nature  and  extent 
oF  the  moral  law,  as  compriiing  the  whole 
of  our  duty  both  to  God  and  man,  in 
every  particular  occurrence  and  a6tion  of 
our  Hves,  (though  it  is  impoflible  to  re- 
count every  fin,  or  notice  every  duty)  and 
in  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry  to  illuftrate 
this  important  truth,  that  "  the  command- 
*'  menls  of  God  are  exceeding  broad," 
reaching  to  every  thought  of  the  heart, 
to  every  a6lion  of  our  livei,  and  to  every 

circuni- 


330"  The  Ufe  of  the  Law. 

xux!  circumflance  of  both ;  we  may  now  In 
regular  order  proceed  to  examine  its  ufe. 
"  Wherefore  then,"  let  us  aik  in  the  words 
of  the  Apoftle,  "  ferveth  the  law  ?  It  was 
"  added  becaufe  of  tranfgreffions*,"  an- 
nexed by  way  of  fubferviency  to  the  pro- 
mife,  or  covenant  of  grace,  to  make  it  more 
effe6i:ual,  to  difcover  the  guilt,  and  con- 
demn for  the  commiffion  of  fm,  and 
thereby  render  the  grace  of  God  more 
defirable,  and  to  point  out  the  means 
(however  obfcurely)  by  which  iinners  might 
be  reconciled  to  God,  and  fui  expiated. 
Or,  in  other  words,  "  the  law  was  our 
*'  fchoolmafler  to  bring  us  to  Chrift." 
So  immeafurable  indeed  is  the  latitude  of 
the  divine  law,  that  as  aftronomers  lor  the 
mod  part  take  only  the  more  confpicuous 
liars  into  their  contemplation,  and  leave 
innumerable  others,  with  which  the  hea- 
vens are  befpangled,  to  the  cafual  obferva- 
tion  of  beholders,  fo  have  I  only  noticed 
thofe  indifpenfable  duties  which  ate  mod 
prominent,  and  thofe  fms  which  are  either 
exprefsly  or  by  implication  forbidden  in 
each  precept,  leaving  numberlefs  others  to 

•  6*1.  iii.  19. 

every 
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every   man's   own   obfervation   and    con-    disc. 
fciouihefs.  ^-'-r>> 

Now  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  divine 
Oracles,  the  things  which  have  been  fpoken 
are  of  infinite  importance  to  every  one  of 
us,  for  next  to  a  Hvely  faith  in  the  blood 
and  merits  of  our  blelled  Redeemer,  from 
which  all  acceptable  obedience  fprings, 
are  the  knowledge  and  praftice  of  our 
duty,  which  is  evidently  founded  on  the 
moral  law  of  God.  For  in  this  fenfe 
Chrid  "  came  not  to  deftroy  the  law,  but 
"  to  fulfil  it*."  Beware  then  not  to  dif- 
parage  the  holy  law  of  God  ;  that  rule 
•which  He  hath  given  to  be  the  guide  of 
your  aftions,  and  the  law  by  which  He 
will  judge  you  at  the  laft  day,  for  there  is 
no  other  way  of  obtaining  falvation  by 
Chrirt,  but  through  the  "  obedience  of 
**  faith -j-."  This  law  is  the  gate  of  hea- 
ven ;  "  Blefied  are  they  that  do  his  com- 
"  mandments,  that  they  may  have  right," 
by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  "  to  the 
**  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter,"  through  the 
gates  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  "  into 
**  the  city  ."J:"  of  the  New  Jeruialem.     For 

•  Matt.  V.  17.         t  Rom.  i.  5.         I  Rev.  xxii.  14. 

VOL.  II,  z  though 
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DISC,    though  our  falvation  be  the  fole  purchafe 
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of  Chrift's  blood,  and  He  alone  hath 
redeemed  us  from  the  curfc  of  the  law, 
and  procured  for  us  the  gift  of  life  and 
immortality,  yet  the  Scripture  affirms, 
that  we  obtain  right  to  the  tree  of  life  by 
our  obedience  to  the  commandments  of 
God  ;  a  right,  not  indeed  of  merit,  very 
far  from  it,  but  a  right  of  evidence,  our 
obedience  being  the  only  found  teftimony 
that  we  can  have  any  claim  to  the  promifes 
of  the  Gofpel.  Without  an  uniform  and 
imlverfal  obedience  to  the  law  of  God, 
their  joys  and  comforts,  and  confident  ex- 
pe6lations  of  heaven  and  happinefs,  are 
but  fplendid  delufions  and  enthuliaftic  fan- 
cies, by  which  men  of  looie  principles  and 
worfe  practices  feek  to  reconcile  an  unholy 
life  with  the  hope  of  a  bleffed  immor- 
tality. 

If  to  inculcate  thefe  great  truths  on  the 
confcience,  and  to  urge  the  neceffity  of 
new  obedience  and  repentance  from  dtjad 
works,  as  well  as  faith  in  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  be  deemed  legal  and  not  evange- 
lica]  preaching,  I  fcruple  not  to  avow,  let 
mine  be  ever  fo  accounted,  as  long  as  it 

flands 
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ftands  recorded  by  an  infpired  Appftle,  ]JgJ- 
that  "  faith  without  works  is  dead  *.'* 
It  is  in  truth  fo  far  from  being  a  legal  doc- 
trine, that  it  is  one  of  the  greateft  fafe- 
guards  of  Chriftian  morality,  and  one  of 
the  chief  pillars  of  evangelical  rjghteouf- 
nefs.  To  preach  up  obedience  to  the  law 
as  a  covenant,  or  the  ground  of  jultifi- 
cation,  is  uideed  a  legal  doctrine,  and  fo 
far  makes  void  the  death,  and  cancels  the 
merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift ;  but  to  inculcate  obedience  to  the 
law,  as  a  rule  of  life  grounded  on  a  lively 
faith,  is,  I  truft,  ftrL6lly  evangelical. 
Tlie  ufe  of  the  law  then  is  calculated, 

1.  For  the  difcovery  and  conviction  of 
fm  ;  and 

2.  To  bring  us  to  Chrift  for  pardon  and 
mercy,  and  perfonal  amendment  of  life. 

The  illuftration  of  thefe  two  important 
truths  will  conftitute  the  fubjed  of  the  fol- 
lowing difcourfe. 

Now  by  tranfgrelTion  of  the  law,  guilt  is 
evidently  contra6ted,  and  by  bringing  our 
a6tions  to  that  rule,  and  by  comparing  the 
ttrictnefi  and  purity  of  the  one,  with  the 

•  James  ii.  26. 

z  2  obliquity 
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DISC,  obliquity  and  defers  of  the  other,  we  may 
difcover  the  heinoufnefs  of  our  offences, 
and  the  force  of  natural  confcience  will 
ferve  to  charge  our  iin  and  guilt  upon  our- 
felyes.  ,.^  Accordingly  the  Apoftle  faith, 
"  We  know  that  what  things  foever  the 
."  law  faith,  it  faith  to  them  that  are  under 
,**  the  law,  that  every  rnouth  might  be 
"  flopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become 
*'  guilty  l)efore  God,  for  by  the  law  is  the 
"  knowledge  of  fin*.'* 

It  ferves  alfo  to  convince  us  of  that 
wrath  and  eternal  death,  to  which  we 
are  obnoxious  by  the  commiffion  of  (in. 
«  The  foul  that  finneth,  it  fliall  dief." 
For  this  reafon  it  is  called  "  the  miniftra- 
"  tion  of  death  and  condemnation"  to 
every  offender  againfl  it,  as  it  allows  no 
plea  which  he  can  ever  offer  from  himfelf 
to  obtain  an  acquittal,  but  it  binds  over 
every  man  living  to  condign  pnnifhment 
as  a  criminal  convifl,  unlefs  the  atoning 
merits  and  mediation  of  the  blefled  Jefus 
be  found  to  interpofe  and  fave  his  foul. 
In  confirmation  of  this,  its  principal  de- 
fign,  and  in  demonflration  of  our  ruined 

-a 

*  Rom.  iii.  19,20.  f  Erek,  jwiii.  *• 

con- 
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coiKlltion  without,  a  Saviour,  we  are  con- 
tinually exhorted  to  abound  in  thanklul- 
neis  to  God  for  giving  us  the  victory  over 
the  condemning  power  ot'the  law,  through 
our  LoKD  Jeius  Chrift.  Through  the 
unhappy  and  unavoidable  corruption  of 
hunian  nature,  it  is  now  become  "  the 
*'  ftrength  of  lin*,"  and  the  implacable 
accuferoFthe  whole  human  race.  "  Every 
"  one  is  therefore  pronounced  curfed,  that 
"  continueth  not  in  all  things  that  are 
"  written  in  the   book  of  the  law   to  do 

"  themf." 

Under  fuch  wretched  circun[>rtances  it  is 
€afy  to  infer  the  utter  nicapabdity  of  man- 
kind, in  their  fallen  and  corrupt  ftate,  of 
ever  obtaining  juftitication  by  the  works  of 
the  law.  ^'  ^y  the  deeds  of  the  law  there 
*'  fhall  no  flelh  be  juitified,  for  by  the  law 
"  is  the  knowledge  of  tin .}.. '  It  is  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  no  obedience  which 
man  can  pay  to  it  can  avail  him,  tor  the 
law  (erves  only  to  evince  the  al>i"oluie  im- 
perfection ot"  it.  xVnd  It  is  as  undeniable 
that  man  can  make  no  latisfaction  for  his 
dilbbcdience,    becaule    duine   juitice    will 

'   1  Cor.  XV.  56.  t  Gal.  iii.  10.  ;  Kom.  iii.  '^'0. 

z  3  ?iccept 
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T>'i^('.  accept  no  other  atonement  from  him  but 
the  infliftion  of  the  penalty  threatened, 
which  is  death  eternal. 

To  hope  then  for  the  enjoyment  of  ever- 
lafting  Hfe  by  any  perfonal  fatisfaclion  we 
can  make  to  the  offended  juflice  of  God, 
is  altogether  as  vain  and  abfurd,  as  to  hope 
for  falvation  M'ithout  a  Redeemer. 

Thus  far  does  the  work  o!  the  law  fprve 
to  difcover  and  convince  of  iin^  apd  when 
it  has  brought  us  to  defpair  of  falvation  in 
and  of  ourfelves,  by  fliewing  us  our  guilt 
and  mifery,  and  the  confequent  wrath  of 
an  offended  God,  it  there  leaves  us  under 
the  gloom  of  darknefs  and  the  horrors  of 
defperation, till  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  the 
miniflry  of  the  Gofpel  convincing  us  of 
the  all-fufficient  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  bring  us  to  Him,  and  to 
Him  only,  for  "  righteoufnefs,  fanftifica-? 
^^  tion,  and  redemption  *,' ■  that  we  might 
"  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in 
"  Himf." 

The  next  ufe  of  the  law  is  to  bring  us 
to  Chrift  for  pardoning  mercy,  and  to 
>vork  in  us  a  real  an)endment  of  life. 

*  1  Cor.  i.  30.  j  2  Cor.  V.  21. 

To 
5 


To  be   convinced  of  the  error   of   our 

ways,  is  the  firft  Itep  towards  reformation, 

or  a  renewal  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds. 

"  The   law  was  added   becauie  of  tranf- 

"  greffions,"  to  difcover  the  corruption  of 

our  nature,  to  check  our  inordinate  defires, 

to  controul  our  fenfual  appetites,  and  to 

reftrain  us  within  the  bounds  of  duty  and 

obedience.     For  where  the  law  hath  not 

wrought   its    convincing   work  effeftually 

upon  the  confcience,  there  the  preaching 

of  Chrift   crucified   will   be  altogether  in 

vain.     For  until  a  fniner  be  convinced  ot 

his  aaual  guilt,  and  iiablenefs  to  punifti- 

ment,  or,  in  other  words,  that  "  the  wages 

*'  of  fin  is  death/'  and  until  his  confcience 

be  awakened  by  the  denunciations  of  the 

divine  law,  he  Hands  expoled  to  the  rigours 

of  divine  juftice,  "  to  a  fearful  looking  for 

«'  of  judgment   and  fiery   indignation*." 

It  is   impoflible  to  perfuade  fuch   a  poor, 

Wind,    niiferable    fmner    to    embrace    the 

tenders  of  divine  mercy,  which  the  Gofpel 

fo  gracioufly  hold^j  forth  to  him  in  Chrift 

Jefus.     lie  wraps  himfelf  up  in  his  own 

carnal  confidence  and  imaginary  fecurity, 

*  Jleb.  X.  27. 

7,  4  and 
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Bi^c.  and  alas  !  fees  no  need  of*  looking  out  after 
;>»*v-v  any  other  nghteoufiefs  than  his  own. 
And  although  perraps  he  knows  not  that 
"  his  own  righteoufnefs  is  but,  as  it  were, 
^'  filthy  rags*/*  imperied  and  impure  at 
the  beft,  yet  being  his  own,  he  thinks  it 
better  than  borrowed  robes.  And,  there- 
fore, our  bleffed  Lord  remarked,  "  the 
"  whole  need  not  a  phylician,  but  they 
^'  that  are  fick-j-."  And  as  the  faving 
benefits  of  Redemption  cannot  be  accepted 
by  a  fmner  but  through  a  previous  conr 
yi6lion  of  fin,  i'a  neither  can  they  be  apr 
plied  with  any  well-grounded  comfort  to 
the  foul,  but  through  the  medium  of  a 
general  renovation  and  uniform  obedience. 
Por  where  there  is  no  real  amendment  of 
life,  there  can  be  no  forgivenefs,  nor  anv 
true  hope  of  falvation.  "  If  any  man  fin,'* 
true  it  is,  "  we  have  an  advocate  with  the 
"  Father,  Jefu3  Chrifl  the  righteous;  and 
"  He  is  the  propitiation  for  our  {insj/* 
but  how  ?  not  to  fave  us  in  them,  hat  from 
them;  "  to  purify  unto  Himfelfa  peciiliar 
•"  people  zealous  of  good  works  §,"  and  tq 

*  Ifa.  Ixiv.  (k  ^  Matt.  ix.  12. 

X  1  John  ii.  J,  2.  §  'lit.  ji.  14. 

be 
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be  "  the  Author  of  eternnl  falvation  to  all    '^isc, 

XL1X« 

♦'  them  that  obey  Him*/'  s!^v-.w 

The  Law  theiHtore  proves  to  he  a  necef*-' 
fary  part  of  ihe  Golpei,  and  Ihoukl  be 
urged  upon  the  conicience,  as  well  in  its 
terrors  as  in  its  precepts,  to  be  effectual  in 
bringing  ns  to  Ciiriti,  and  preparuig  us  for 
the  benetits  of  that  i'dlvation  which  He 
has  purchafed  for  us.  livery  man  living 
ir!i  under  ihe  condemnation  of  the  law,  and' 
therefore  every  nian  ftands  in  need  of  the 
Saviour.  Not  only  the  abandoned  and 
notorious  hnner,  but  the  more  tiihgent  and 
circLlnilpett  chriftian,  require  the  help  of 
divnio  mercy,  and  the  all-fuOicient  me- 
rits of  the  great  Redeemer  of  mankind. 
Abfolute  perfection,  whatever  I'ome  may 
vainly  pretend  to,  is  a  (late  rather  angelical 
than  human,  more  to  be  wilhed  for  than 
attained  to  in  this  mortal  life.  It  is  a 
mark  of  a  gradual  advancement  towards 
perfection,  when  we  abitain  from  prefump- 
tuous  iins,  and  are  truly  penitent  for  thofe 
we  commit  through  ignorance,  infirmity, 
or  inadvertence.  But  of  whatever  nature 
our  Iins  may  be,  we  can  only  obtain  par- 

doD 
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r>i*=c.  don  of  them  through  the  blood  of  ChriH, 
^*  He  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins*." 
It  is  the  fame  precious  blood  that  fatisfied 
God's  juftice  for  the  murder  and  adultery 
of  David,  the  inceft  of  Lot,  and  the  per- 
jury of  Peter,  which  mull  atone  for  our 
vain  thoughts,  fooliih  defires,  and  idle 
words,  if  ever  they  are  atoned  for.  For 
"  without  Ihedding  of  bjood  there  is  no 
"  remiffion-j-,"  and  M'ithout  remiffion  there 
can  be  no  falvation,  Indeed  '^  Chrift  is  the 
"  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufneis  to  every 
*^  one  that  believeth  J,'*  that  the  peceffity 
and  all-fufficiency  of  his  merits  may  be 
rendered  more  acceptable,  as  well  as  more 
cpnfpicuous,  to  ^very  believer.  The  law 
was  given  not  that  we  fhould  endeavour  to 
feek  juftification  by  ihe  ohi'ervance  of  it, 
b»t  that  finding  it  utterly  impoflible  to  be 
juftified  thereby,  we  fiiould  be  driven  to 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrilt,  who  both  ful^ 
filled  every  tittle  of  it  in  his  own  perfon, 
and  alfo  "  made  reconciliation  for  fin,  and 
*^  brought  in  an  everlaiting  righteouf^ 
"  nefs§/* 

*  1  Johnii.  2.  t  Hob.  ix.  29. 

X  Rom.  X.  4.  S  I^'"»-  ^^'  -^• 

Let 
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Let  then  this  facn  J  an^l  adorable  truth    ^[sc. 
humble    the    pride,    and    abaie    the    lell-  >,^.^^^ 
fufficiency  ot"  man  ;  let  us  look  into  our- 
felves,  and  conhder  that  '*  all  our  rii^hte- 
*«  OLdheHf?s  are  but  as  hllhy  rags*,"     Let 
us    reflect   upon    the   paii  conduft  of  our 
hfe,  and  conhdc  r  how  we  have  ipent  thofe 
years,  which  the  patience  and  iongvluffer- 
ini;  of  God  ha\e  hitherto  lent  us.      Have 
'we  not  lived  in  open  defiance  of  the  i^reat 
God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  in  conti- 
Tiuai    violation    of   thoie    laws    which    his 
tiuthority  hath  fo  righttuily  impofed   upon 
■ps?     If  confeience  may  be  permitted   to 
fpeak  and  bring  in  its  acculation,  it   will 
render  us  highly  indebted  to  the  juftice  of 
God,     It  is  time  then  to  review  the  ac- 
count of  our  fins,  and  to  heboid  with  afto- 
riilhment  the  immenhty  of  our  debt.     W  ho 
is  not  confcious  to  himfelf  of  the  cornmifiion 
of  many  prei'uuiptuous  iins,  even  againft 
the  light  of  natural  renlbu  ?     Which  of  us 
has  not  been   gmlty  u:  the   repetition  of 
them,  againft  the  moft  iblemn  vows  and 
proteitations,    and    even    feeming   repent- 
ance, and  by  fuch  hypocrify  keeping  open 
•  lia.  Ixiv.  6. 

the 
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DISC,  the  wounds  of  our  confcience  ?  If  this  be 
s^-,..>^  fo,  muft  we  not  confefs,  with  unfeigned 
humiUation,  that  "  none  of  us  keepeth  the 
"  law  *  t"  And,  fuperadded  to  the  cata- 
logue of  our  wilful  tranfgreffions,  our  fins 
o(  ignorance  and  furprife  are  innumerable. 
As  to  any  fpirilual  difcernment,  the  foul  is 
(as  it  were)  naturally  a  dark  and  confufed 
chaos,  until  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gof- 
pel  of  Chrift  fhine  into  it;  it  '^  puts  d^rk- 
"  nefs  for  light,  and  light  for  darknefs-fv 
thus  blending  together  things  in  their  own 
nature  moft  diltinguiihable,  Enveloped 
in  this  cloud  of  obfcurity  the  underftand- 
ing  difcerns  not  the  knowledge  of  God's 
laws,  but  is  continually  prone  to  tranfgrefs 
them.  The  morality  or  immorality  qf 
outward  a6lions  efcapes  its  notice  without 
confideration  or  retie6lion.  And  in  the 
confufion  of  fuch  unheeded  actions,  how 
great  -a  part  of  them  muft  be  iinful !  The 
leaft  obfervation  may  ferve  to  convince  us, 
that  when  we  regard  not  the  rule  of  pur 
duty,  it  is  impoflible  not  to  tranfgrefs  it. 
Well  therefore  may  we  join  in  the  excla- 
mation of  the  Pfalmift  ;  "  Who  can  under- 

*  John  vii.  19.  t  Ifa.  v.  20. 

"  ftand 
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•*  (land  bis  errors  ?    Cleanfe  tbou  me  from    ^^^^: 
"  my  fecret  faults  *." 

Many  alfo  are  the  fins  of  infirmity  and 
weaknefs,  even  in  the  beft  of  men,  into 
which  they  are  often  betrayed  by  the  i'ud- 
den  furprife  of  a  temptation;  and  though 
they  partake  not  of  the  nature  of  \vilful  or 
prefumptuous  offences,  ^hey  conftitute  a 
breach  of  the  divine  law,  and  grievoufly 
affli6\  the  fuul  of  a  fincere  beUever. 

And  thouo;h  the  world  can  take  no  cog;- 
nizance  of  our  fecret  tins,  they  are  vifibie 
and  confpicuous  to  the  eye  of  an  all-feeing 
God,  who  perceives  ievery  latent  thought, 
and  difcovers  every  fecret  emotion  of  the 
heart.  The  frequent  obliquity  of  tlie  one, 
and  the  hidden  corruption  of  the  other, 
are  alike  manifeft  to  Piim,  and  through 
the  convincing  power  of  the  Spirit  we  are 
conftrained  to  believe  not  only  that  "  none 
"  of  us  keepeth  the  law-jV'  but  that  it 
happily  ferves  as  "  our  fchoolmafier  to 
"  bring  us  to  Chrifi." 

That  God,  to  whom  all  things  are 
naked  and  open,  beholds  alfo  the  little  im- 
perfections and  inattentive  mifcarriages  of 

•  Pfalm  xix.  I'l  t  John  vii.  ig, 

Qur 
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Di'^f^-  our  devotional  duties :  He  notes  the  dul- 
nefs  of  our  alfe6tions,  the  wanderings  of 
our  thoughts^  our  inward  hjpocrify  and 
Oiitvt'ard  formahty  5  whichj  hke  dead  flies, 
corrupt  the  mod  precious  ointment,  and 
render    our    bell    fervices   odious   in   his 

%ht. 

Having  then  fuch  a  load  of  unpropitiated 
guilt  upon  our  confcieiices,  let  us  ierioufly 
refle6l  on  the  danger^of  our  fpiritual  con- 
dition, the  imminent  curie  of  the  divine 
law,  and  the  indignation  of  God's  wrath 
ready  to  be  poured  out  upon  us,  uniefs  we 
flee  unto  Ch rift  for  refuge.  Under  a  full 
conviction  of  our  fins,  nothing  could  pre- 
vent us  from  being  overwhehiied  in  defpair, 
but  the  ftrong  confolations  of  the  hope  of 
divine  mercy  through  the  Mediator.  But 
alas !  how  often  does  it  happen  that  thofe 
very  fins,  which  are  the  caufe  of  our  mi- 
ferv,  prevent  us  from  having  any  real  per- 
ception of  it!  Be  peuinded  then  to  con- 
fefs  and  repent  of  then-,  while  yet  there  is 
hope  ;  the  day  of  gra<  ;  is  not  paft ;  pardon 
and  mercy  are  ftill  oi  red  to  every  repent- 
ing iinner;  and  there  s  no  doubt  but  you 
may  obtain  remillion  of  thofe  fins,  pf  which 

you 
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joii  are  convinced  by  the  ftrenglh  of  the    dtsc. 
law,  through  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel. 

In  this  mirror  then  we  may  i'ee  how 
much  we  all  ftand  in  need  of  a  Saviour; 
not  only  the  lewd  and  profligate  linner, 
but  the  more  exemplary  and  circumfpe6l 
chrifiian.  "  For  all  have  finned  and  come 
"  fliort  of  the  glory  of  God*."  Vain 
will  be  the  plea  of  any  human  attainments 
in  perfe6tion  without  the  righteoufneis  and 
blood  of  Chrift.  The  utmoit  we  can  arrive 
at  is  but  imperfe6lion,  and,  through  the 
help  of  divine  grace,  to  endeavour  to 
"  perfect  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God  'f.'* 
Whatever  remains  of  fin  ftill  cleave  to  us, 
mult  be  waihcd  away  in  that  fountain  which 
is  opened  for  fin  and  uncleannefs.  In  this 
manner  the  Apoftle  argues;  "Chrift  is 
"  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to 
"  every  one  that  believeth."  Here  then 
let  us  make  fliipwreck  of  all  our  vain  hopes 
and  conti  lence  in  ourfelves ;  let  us  not 
flatter  ourfelves  that  an  honeft,  quiet,  civil 
life,  accompanied  with  a  freedom  from  the 
ordinary  pollutions  of  the  world,  will  of 
itfelf  avail  to  our  falvation,  however  others 

•  Rom.  lii.  23.  f  2  Cor.  vii.  1. 

may 
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Jjsc.     may  rely  upon  no  other  foundation.    Such 

'  reliance  evacuates  the  very  defign  of  the 

Gofpel,  and   undermines   the    hope    of  a 

Chriftian  ;  "  for  there  is  no  other  name" 

(or   means)    "  under    heaven    given    unto 

.  "  men,  whereby  we  can  be  faved,  but  only 

"  the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriit*." 

To  whom,  Sic. 

*  Ads  iv.  12. 
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Galatiaxs  iii.   10. 

For  as  ?nani/  as  arc  of  the  Works  of  the 
Law,  are  under  the  Curfe  :  for  it  is 
iL-ritten,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  conti- 
nueth  not  in  all  things  z,;hich  are  written 
in  the  Book  of  the  Law  to  do  them. 

In  a  former  Difcourle  on  the  ufe  of  the  cis^,  ^ 
moral  Law  of  God,  it  was  Ihewn  that  its  ^^v*^ 
chief  defign  was  to  lead  to  the  difcovery 
and  conviction  of  fin,  and,  confequcntlv, 
to  bring  us  to  Chrift  for  pardon  and  mercy, 
and  future  amendment  of  hfe.  To  accom- 
plifti  thefe  great  ends,  it  is  neceflarv  to  en- 
force the  fanctions  of  it  by  promifes  and 
threatnings.  By  the  former  it  operates  as 
-^    VOL.  II.  A  a  the 
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DISC.  L.  the  rule  of  our  obedience;  ])v  the  latter, 
as  the  prcfcript  of  divine  juflice.  Ac- 
cordingly Mofes  defcribes  the  righteouf- 
nefs  which  is  of  the  law,  "  that  the  man 
*'  who  doth  thofe  things  ftiall  live  by 
**  them  '"."  But  becaufe  our  nature  is 
corrupt,  and  degenerated  from  its  original 
innocence,  and  hath  contracted  fuch  an 
imbecility,  that  the  fame  obedience  which 
in  our  primitive  and  upright  (late  was  eafy 
and  delightful,  is  now  irkfom6  and  imprac- 
ticable, no  confolation  can  of  courfe  be 
derived  to  us  from  the  divine  promife,  nor, 
by  the  covenant  of  Morks,  any  hope  en- 
tertained of  life  and  falvation,  "  for  all 
*'  have  finned,  and  come  fliort  of  the 
"  glory  God -f'."  Nothing  therefore  can 
be  lef'5  problematical  in  the  truth  of  Go]) 's 
word,  than  that  the  precepts  of  the  law 
ferve  to  convince  us  of  (in,  and  our  lins 
unequivocally  demonllrate  that  we  have  no 
right  to  the  promifes  of  the  law. 

As  therefore  we  have  before  endeavoured 
to  promote  the  conviction  of  fm,  b}'  re- 
prefenting  the  infinite  defe6is  and  obliqui- 
ties of  our  actions,  when   compared  with 

*  Lev.  xviii.  5.  |  Rom.  iii.  ?3. 
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tlie  liantlard  of  the  di\  ine  Commands,  fo  disc.  l. 
let  Uij  now  atUiiipt  to  prove  the  certainty  ""^^^^ 
of  that  wrath  or  curfe  which  is  due  to  the 
tranlgreflbrs  of  the  law. 

As  the  promiies  are  a  fan6lion  of  the 
law  on  one  hand,  fo  are  the  threatnings 
denounced  in  it  on  the  other.  For  it  is 
written,  "  Curfed  is  e\ery  one  that  con- 
"  tinueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  writ- 
"  ten  in  the  book  of  the  Law  to  do 
"  them." 

The  great  defign  of  theApofile,  not  only 
in  this  chapter,  but  in  this  whole  Epiltle, 
is  to  dcmonltrate,  that  juftification  cannot 
be  obtained  by  the  rio-hteoufnefs  of  the 
law,  nor  according  to  the  tenour  of  the 
firft  covenant:  *'  Do  this  and  live,"  "  for 
"  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law 
"  are  under  the  curfe." 

No\v  to  be  of  the  works  cf  the  law  fig- 
nifies  no  other  than  to  expe6t  jultitication 
and  life  eternal  by  a  procels  of  legal  righte- 
oufneis ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  depend 
wholly  on  our  own  obedience  and  obler- 
vation  of  the  law,  to  render  us  acceptable 
in  the  fight  of  God,  and  worthy  of  the 
recompencc  of  reward.  They  who  thus 
A  a  2  rely 
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rely  on  their  own  le^al  righteoulhef:^,  are 
faid  to  be  of  the  works  of  the  law,  in  con- 
trad  iftinclion  to  the  grace  of  the  Ciofpel, 
and  the  means  of  obtaining  juftification 
hy  faith. 

And  in  hke  manner  "  to  be  nnder  the 
'*  curfe,"  is  evidently  to  be  liable  to  that 
wrath  and  punilhnient  which  the  law- 
threatens  to  intli(5l  on  the  tranfgrefllbrs  of 
it,  as  a  fatisfaction  to  divine  juiiice  for 
their  offences.  Some,  indeed,  are  only 
under  the  outward  and  general  denun- 
ciation of  it,  whofe  fpiritual  eftate  is  happv 
and  profperous,  fuch  as  the  Apoftle  de- 
fcribes,  to  whom  individually  "  there  is 
"  now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are 
"  in  ChriftJefus,  who  walk  not  after  the 
'*  fleili  but  after  the  Spirit  *."  Others 
are  woefully  experiencing  the  execution  of 
its  lentence,  on  whom  God  is  now  taking 
vengeance,  and  exad;ing  fatisfa61ion  in  the 
miferies  and  punilhments  inflicted  on  them 
in  this  life.  He  fometimes  puts  the  cup 
of  fury  and  trembhng  into  their  hands 
while  they  are  on  earth,  and  gives  them 
fome  foretafles  of  that  bitter  draught,  the 

*  Rom.  viii.  1. 
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lircgs  of  which  they  mull  drink  forever,  ^^^^c.l 
For  the  curie  of  the  law  contaiiLS  in  it  all  ^^^^'^ 
the  direful  ingredients  of  divine  wrath. 
True,  it  is,  many  godly  men  fufier  great 
aflHclions  in  this  life;  pums,  diieafes,  loHes, 
perfecutions  from  men,  and  challiiements 
from  God,  but  they  are  fcarcely  to  be  a©^ 
counted  curfes  to  them,  becaule  they  are 
not  infli6ted  lb  much  for  the  IktisfaiSlion  of 
divine  jultice,  as  for  the  exercile  of  their 
graces,  and  the  manifeltation  of  their  faith 
and  holinels. 

From    thefe    confiderations   It   is    plain 
how    awful    and    univerfal    a    curfe    thefe 
words  contain  ;  a   curie  which  difchargeth 
all  its  vengeance  on  the  hnful  poiteritv  of 
Adam  ;  a  curie   which,   accordnig  to  the 
Prophet  Zechariah,  "  goeth  forth  over  the 
"  face  of  the  whole  earth  ;"  and,  if  mercy 
rebate   not   the  edge    of  it,   will  "  cut  off 
*'  on  every  lide  *,"  all  thole  that  ftand  in 
the  way  of  it,    that  is,  finners  of  every  de- 
fcriptjon.      For  the  characters  the  Apoltle 
here    gives  of   them  who    are    under   the 
curfe  of  the  law,  are  io  general  and  com- 
prehcnli\  e,  that  no  man  living  could  pofli- 

'  Zccli,  V.  3. 
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DISC.  L.  bly  efcape  it,  if  God  fliould  judge  him  ac- 
cording to  the  ftricl  tenour  of  the  covenant 
of  works. 

For  the  law  denounces  its  curfe  as  well 
upon  thofe  who  are  negatively  righteous, 
and  ground  all  their  hopes  of  heaven  and 
happinefs  upon  what  they  have  not  done, 
as  upon  them  that  are  pofitive  tranfgreffors 
of  it.  And  if  every  obliquity  in  thought 
and  imagination  falls  alike  under  the  curfe 
of  the  law,  where  is  the  man  who  fliall  pre- 
fume  to  juflify  himfelf  againft  this  charge  ? 
Is  there  no  one  duty  either  of  the  firft  or 
fecond  table,  refpefting  either  God  or 
man,  which  thou  haft  violated  ?  Is  there 
no  one  fm  which  thou  haft  committed 
either  through  ignorance  or  \\ilfulnefs, 
through  infirmity  or  inadvertence  ?  Alas  ! 
"  if  thou  haft  thought  evil,  lay  thine  hand 
"  upon  thy  mouth  *."  Indeed  the  law  of 
God  is  fo  exceedingly  broad  and  compre- 
henfive,  that  if  one  "  infi:ru6led  out  of  the 
"  law  j"  can  fcarcely  difcover  its  extent, 
how  (hail  "  the,  natural  man  who  knoweth 
*«  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  J,'' 
have  any  fpiiitual  difcernment  of  it  ?   The 

*  Prov,  XXX.  'd'2.       t  Rorn.  ji.  IS.       J  1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
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ilarknefs  of  his  underftantling,  ihe  expe-  di^c.  l. 
ricnce  of  his  own  imbecihtv,  and  the  "^-"^ 
ftrength  of  his  natural  corruption,  are  an 
inlurmountable  barrier  to  any  attainments 
in  the  knowlediije,  or  practice  of  the  law. 
And  in  fuch  cafe,  however  lamentable  the 
confequcncc,  he  is  liable  to  the  unrelenting 
rigour  of  its  malediction.  But  on  a  lup- 
polition  that  we  had  fome  time  or  other  ac- 
tually performed  an  cxa6l  obedience  to 
every  tittle  of  the  law,  vet  it  remains  to  be 
intjuired.  Whether  we  have  conUnucd  in 
(///  things  that  are  written  in  the  book  of 
the  kuv  to  do  them  ?  Have  we  fpun  an  un- 
interrupted thread  of  obedience  without 
flaw  and  without  breach  ?  Have  we  been 
uniform  in  our  zeal  for  (jOd's  honour  and 
fer\ice,  antl  unremitting  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  all  the  days  of  our  life  ?  Have  our 
devout  afiections  never  languiflied,  nor  our 
thoughts  turned  aiide  to  vanity  P  Have  we 
never  uttered  an  idle  word,  or  done  a  re- 
proachful a6tion  contrary  to  the  fpirit  or 
letter  of  the  divine  Law  ?  If  we  have, 
(and  indeed  a  contrary  fuppofition  will  not 
warrant  fuch  human  perfection)  we  are  ftill 
e.Npofc'd  to  the  curfes  of  the  Law,  which 
A  a  4  embitter 
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DISC.  L  embitter  the  cup  both  oi  our  temporal 
and  fpiritual  enjoyments.  For  "  it  (hall 
"  come  to  pafs,  faith  the  Lord,  *'  if  thou 
"  wilt  not  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the 
"  Lord  thy  God  to  obferve  to  do  all  his 
"  Commandments,  and  his  ftatutes  which 
*'  I  command  thee  this  day,  that  all  thefe 
"  curfes  flrall  come  upon  thee,  and  over- 
"  take  thee  :  Curfed  Ihalt  thou  be  in  the 
"  city,  and  curfed  flialt  thou  be  in  the 
"  field.  Curfed  fliall  be  thy  balket  and 
"  thy  ftore.  Curfed  lljall  be  the  fruit  of 
"  thy  body,  and  the  fruit  of  thy  land,  the 
"  increafe  of  thy  kine,  and  the  flocks  of 
"  thy  fheep.  Curfed  llialt  tliou  be  when 
"  thou  comeft  in,  and  curfed  flialt  thou 
*'  be  when  thou  goeft  out  *."  In  fliort, 
thy  very  mercies  ftiali  become  curfes.  As 
in  an  unfound  and  corrupt  ftate  of  the 
body,  the  moft  wholefome  food  turns  to 
putrefa6tion,  and  tauits  the  whole  mafs  of 
blood  ;  fo  to  a  corrupt  and  finful  foul,  the 
choiceft  of  God's  temporal  blefiings  viti- 
ate its  affe6tions ;  plenty  and  proiperily 
minister  only  to  carnal  lufts,  and  fcrve  as 
ftronger  temptations  to  lin. 

*  Dcut.  xxviii.  15 — 1'). 
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And  as  in  temporal,  io  alio  in  fpiritual  n^^.-w 
enjoyments,  the  wilful  and  impenitent  fm- 
ner  is  accurfed.  The  lacred  ordinances  of 
Religion,  thofe  ordinary  and  appointed 
means  of  grace,  do  but  harden  and  con- 
firm him  in  his  tranlgreflions,  and  ripen 
him  the  fuller  for  dellru6lion ;  for  as  the 
rain  which  lulls  upon  the  earth,  makes  a 
living  tree  bud  and  bloflbm  and  bring  forth 
its  fruit  in  lealbn,  but  makes  a  withered 
one  rot  the  fooner ;  lb  thofe  very  difpenfa- 
tions  of  divine  grace,  which  are  proffered 
alike  to  believers  and  unbelievers,  have  a 
very  different  influence  upon  each  of  them. 
Into  the  one  they  kindly  inlinuate  them- 
felves,  and  elicite  their  latent  graces,  and 
where  they  find  the  root  of  a  divi'.ie 
principle,  they  make  it  put  forth  a  l)eau- 
tiful  clutter  of  living  virtues,  and  produce 
plentiful  fruits  of  holinefs. 

But  to  the  other,  who  are  as  dead  trunks, 
thefe  Ihowers  of  heaven,  and,  as  it  were, 
droppings  of  the  fandtuary,  ferve  only  to  wi- 
ther and  confume  every  remaining  branch. 
And  oh  !  what  a  dreadful  curfe  is  this, 
that  the  fame  word,  which  is  "  the  favour 
"  of   life    unto   life"  to   fomc,    to    others 

iliould 
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Bisc.  L.  iliould  be  "  the  ilivour  of  death  unto 
"  death,"  and  inftead  of  humbUng 
them  under  the  power  and  conviction  of 
the  truth,  (bould  only  exafperate  them 
againft  it.  Is  it  pofiibie  that  the  found  of 
the  Gofpel  ihoald  only  ferve  to  deafen 
their  ears,  and  the  light  of  its  glorious 
truth  to  blind  their  eyes  ?  Can  any  greater 
curfe  befal  them  on  this  fide  the  grave, 
than  when  the  means  of  grace  are  thus 
turned  into  an  occafion  of  iin  ?  How.  de- 
plorable is  their  itate  when  Mercy  itfelf 
fliall  ruin  them,  and  Salvation  iti'elf  de- 
ftroy  them  !  And  yet,  alas  !  how  many 
fuch  fpiders  are  there  who  fuck  poifon  out 
of  the  fweeteft  flowers. 

If  then  all  the  favours  of  divine  Provi- 
dence, and  all  the  difpenfations  of  his 
grace  tend  only  to  harden  the  unbeliever 
and  the  impenitent,  much  more  will  his 
chaftifements  and  afflictions  pro\e  a  ciirfe 
to  them  ;  for  there  is  not  the  lealt  afiliction, 
or  the  mofi  inconliderable  calamity  that 
befals  them,  but  it  is  a  curie  inflicted  upon 
them  by  the  juftice  of  God  for  thepunifli- 
ment  of  their  fins.  He  is  beginning  to  ex- 
a6\-Df  thejfn  whatlhey  owe-  him.  Every  af- 
-      '6  fliction 
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fli6lion  is  to  them  but  part  of  payment  of  dug.  l. 
that  infinite  (k*l)t,  which  they  will  never  ^^^"^^ 
be  able  to  diicharge.  The  wrath  of  God 
{hall  be  poured  out  upon  them,  for  their 
fen tcnce  is  gone  forth ;  "  Depart  from 
"  me,  ye  curf'td,  into  everlaiting  fn-e,  pre- 
"  pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels*."  All 
the  plagues  and  evils  they  have  undergone 
in  this  prefent  life  were  but  preparatory  to 
this  fatal  and  final  malediftion.  'J'hey  are 
curfed  for  ever  and  ever  in  their  fcparation 
from  the  prefence  of  God.  The  only 
fenfe  they  have  of  his  divine  Prefence  is 
that  of  his  wrath  to  torment  them,  and 
of  his  power  to  retain  them  under  their 
mifery.  They  are  for  ever  precluded 
from  the  comforts  of  his  grace,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  his  glory.  The  fruition  of 
the  divine  Prefence  is  the  fole  blcllednef* 
of  a  rational  immortal  fpirit,  and  there- 
fore, to  be  excluded  from  thofe  inelFable 
communications  of  the  divine  Prefence,  is 
a  curfe  as  inexpreflible,  as  are  thofe  joys 
of  v.'hich  they  are  deprived. 

As  well  in  their  fociet}^  as  m   their  cm- 

*  Matt.  XXV.  i\. 
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DISC  L.  ployment  will  they  be  likewife  accarfed. 
In  the  company  of  devils  and  damned  fpi- 
lits  they  will  be  continually  reproached 
with  the  guilt  of  their  fins,  and  their  em- 
ployment will  confift  of  execrations  and 
blafphemies,  v.hile  they  exclaim  in  the  an- 
guilh  of  their  fpirits  both  againft  God  and 
againfl  themfeives  ;  and,  in  the  prophetic 
language  of  the  Pfalmift ;  "  as  they  loved 
"  curlino:,  and  cloathcd  themfeives  with  it 
"  as  with  a  garment,  fo  it  (ball  come  into 
"  their  bowels  like  water,  and  like  oil  into 
**  their  bones  ''^."  And  to  render  their 
ftate  as  wretched  as  God  himfelf  can  make 
it,  "  Upon  the  wicked  lie  fliall  rain  fnares, 
"  fire,  and  brimftone,  and  an  horrible 
*'  tempeft,  this  (liall  be  the  portion  of  their 
"  cup -f'."  Thefe  miferies  the  word  of 
God  warrants  us  to  ftate  as  comprized  in 
the  curfe  of  the  law;  and  woe  be  to  lh;it 
man  on  whom  they  fall  ;  it  had  been  belttT 
for  him  if  he  had  never  been  born. 

Here  then  let  us  feriouHy  rontemplafe 
the  accurfed  nature  of  fm,  which  involves 
in  it  fuch  accumulated  mifery  and  vvratli. 
To  it  are  to  be  afcribed  all  the  ialierings  of 

♦  Pfalmcix.  18.  f  i'^iJ   >-i  '->■ 
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tills  prclt-nt  life,  and  all  the  divino  threaten-  ^^^^-  ^■ 
iiio-.s  ill  a  future  one.  The  law  itfelf  is  not 
10  he  condemned  for  the  puniilnnent  of  its 
lranf<;roiibrs  :  the  juftice  of  (^oi)  is  not  to 
he  cenfured  ior  its  inexora})le  ieverit}^:  our 
mifery  niuft  1)6  charged  upon  ourfelves,  on 
the  corruplion  of  our  nature,  and  the  iin- 
fuinefs  of  ovir  lives.  As  CioD  is  holv  He 
infmilely  hates  fin  ;  and  as  fie  is  jaft,  lie 
will  afluredly  punifh  it.  "  The  foul  that 
''  linneth,  it  iliall  die  '*."  Naj^,  we  even 
iind  that  God's  hatred  of  fin  is  fo  irre- 
concileable,  that  when  only  the  imputation 
of  it  reded  upon  his  Son,  divine  vengeance 
would  not  fuffer  Him  to  efcape,  but  loads 
Him  with  forrows  !niutter(d>le,  fills  his  foul 
with  ao'onv  and  del'pair,  nails  Him  to  the 
crofs,  and  there  exafts  from  Him  the  full 
reconipcnce  and  final  ri«i:our  of  divine  juf- 
tice. One  drop  of  this  poifon  having 
fallen  upon  the  once  glorious  Angels  of 
God,  turned  them  into  evil  fpirits,  eclipfed 
all  their  rays  of  heavenly  light  and  luftre, 
and  being  once  tainted  witli  this  deadly 
infe6^tion,   the}-    were   cait  down   into  the 

•  Ez<*k.  xvtii,  '.'0, 
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DTsc  L  regions  of  "  blacknefs  of  darknefs  for 
a  pygj.  *=  »  jj^  ijj^g  manner  fin  once  dif- 
robed  man  of  his  innocence,  and  turned 
him  out  of  Paradife  ;  and,  unkis  repented 
of,  will  as  infallibly  cafl  him  into  hell. 
As  then  ye  love  God,  or  value  your  oun 
fouls,  flee  from  fin  as  from  the  face  of  a 
ferpent,  in  defiance  of  all  its  fed ucing  al- 
lurements. Remember  the  curfe  of  God 
is  infeparably  affixed  to  it,  and  if  you  will 
fuffer  the  accurfed  thing  to  cleave  unto 
3'ou,  you  mufl  endure  the  (ling  of  it.  An 
infpired  Apoftle  has  declared,  "  the  fting 
"  of  Death  is  fin,  and  the  ftrength  of  lin 
"  is  the  Law  f." 

If  every  tranfgreffor  of  the  law  then  be 
accurfed,  how  defperate  is  the  folly  of  thofe 
wretches  who  make  a  mock  at  lln,  and  ac- 
count the  commiffion  of  it  a  matter  of  no 
concern  !  They  iport  with  death,  and 
feem  to  hold  future  and  eternal  punilh- 
ments  in  contempt.  Did  they  but  feri- 
oufly  confider  with  Mhat  a  weighty  curfe 
every  fin  is  burdened,  they  would  be  as 
fearful  of  incurring  it,  as  to  ftand  at  the 
mouth  of  a  cannon  when  it  is  about  to  be 

*  Jude,  ver.  13.  f  1  Cor.  xt.  56. 

fired. 
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lireJ,  or  to  hurl  "  firebrands,  arrows,  and 
"  death  about  them,  and  lay.  Am  I  not 
*•  in  Iport  *  ?" 

Beware  then  of  every  the  lead  tranl- 
i^reliion,  and  do  not  encourage  yourfelves 
in  the  commiihon  of  fin,  becauie  the  world, 
perhaps,  is  apt  to  account  it  a  fmall  and 
venial  offence.  For  "  he  that  keepeth  the 
"  whole  law,  and  3'et  ofTendeth  in  one 
*•  point,  is  guilty  of  all  •]•,"  and  as  liable 
to  the  curie  of  God,  and  eternal  damna- 
tion, as  the  greateil  and  mod  flagitious 
tinner.  But  thanks  be  to  God  through 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid,  who  by  his  vica- 
rious facrifice,  not  for  our  lins  only,  but 
for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  "  hath  re- 
"  deemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
"  being  made  a  curie  for  us  J." 

To  whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  three  Perfons  and  one  (jOD,  be 
all  honour.  Sec.     Amen. 

"••  Prov,  x.wi.  18.       t'^ani^"?  >«•  1<^-         *  ^^"^^-  'i'-  ^^' 
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For  we  wrestle  jiot  ogainst  Flesh  imd 
Blood,  but  against  Frincipalities  and 
Foii-ers,  against  the  Riders  of  the 
Barknefs  of  this  World,  againjl  Spi- 
ritual IVichednefs  in  high  Places. 

1  HE  ufe  of  the  moral  law,  and  the  con-  disc 
lequent  curie  attached  to  the  violation  of 
it,  having  been  the  fubjfja  of  inftru(5tion 
in  the  two  preceding  dilcourfes,  the  ha- 
tLire  of  the  Chridian  Warfare  will  not  un- 
aj)tly  follow  as  an  inquiry  neceiTary  to  put 
us  on  our  guard,  an^l  excite  us  to  be  vigi- 
lant against  the  pa^er  and  lubtilty  of  odr 
fpirilual  enennes.  The  life  of  u  Chridian 
vor..  ir.  B  b  has 


LI. 
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DISC,  has  always,  with  great  truth,  been  com- 
pared to  a  warfare,  a  warfare  not  of  a  tem- 
poral, but  fpiritual  nature,  not  merely, 
againft  fleili  and  blood,  but  againft  infer- 
nal principalities  and  powers  which  exer- 
cife  in  the  world  a  kind  of  princely  autho- 
rity and  government.  For  this  reafon  they 
are  here  called  "  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of 
*'  this  world,"  becaufe  they  have  the  in- 
tire  controul  over  fuch  finners  as  labour 
under  the  darknefs  of  fm  and  ignorance. 

Satan  and  his  angels  are  likevvife  denot- 
ed by  their  fpiritual  nature,  and  therefore 
called  "  fpiritual  wickednefs,*'  intimating 
that  devils  are  fpirits  extremely  wicked, 
that  they  continually  annoy  the  faints  or 
true  Chriftians,,  and  provoke  them  to  all 
kinds  of  fpiritual  wicked nefs. 

The  region  of  their  abode  is  in  high 
places,  or,  in  the  air  of  which  Satan  is 
called  the  prince,  who,  having  fallen  from 
his  firft  eftate  of  holinefe  and  blifs,  has 
been  conftantly  employed  in  dire^l  oppo- 
fition  to  the  God  of  Heaven,  fometimes  in 
open  rebellion,  always  in  fecret  machina- 
tions againft  the  church  and  people  of 
God.     To  accomplifti  his   diabolical  pur- 

pofe, 
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pofe,  he  negleds  no  means,  nor  lofes  any 
opportunities  of  which  his  condition  ren- 
ders him  capable,  of  corrupting  the  princi- 
ples, and  debaling  the  pra6lices  of  man- 
kind.  By  thefe  fubtilties  he  feeks  to  de- 
prive them  of  God's  favour  and  protec- 
tion, and  to  make  them  the  juft  objects  of 
his  difpleafure,  in  whofe  paternal  atFe6tioa 
and  providential  care,  all  their  fafety  and 
happinefs  confilL  Our  blefled  Lord,  and 
his  Apoftles  too,  have  frequently  declared 
the  irreconcileable  enmity  betwixt  his 
kingdom  and  that  of  fatan  ;  the  neceffity 
of  renouncing  all  faith  and  friendlliip  with 
the  one,  whenever  we  enter  into  covenant 
with  the  other.  There  is  no  portrait  in 
the  Scripture  more  {trongly  delineated 
than  the  itratagem,  treachery,  and  indefa- 
tigable alfiduity  of  our  common  enemy, 
the  danger  of  being  difmayed  by  the 
roarings  of  this  devouring  hon,  and  the  no 
lefs  peril  of  being  beguiled  by  the  coun- 
terfeit beauties  of  this  pretended  angrl  of 
hght.  Under  what  lliield  then  ihall  we 
feek  for  refuge,  but  under  the  faith  of 
Chrill?  It  is  this  weapon,  and  this  only, 
which  can  ward  oft"  the  power  of  his  darts, 
li  b  2  and 
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and  blunt  the  edge  of  his  fliarpelr  arrows. 
True  it  is,  however,  that  he  ftrixes  with  all 
the  power  of  his  artillery,  to  clieck  the 
progreis  of  true  religion  in  the  world,  by 
perfecalions  and  calumnies  without,  by 
heretical  doctrines  and  fchifmatical  divi- 
fions  within,  by  all  the  effrontery  of  pro- 
fane Wit  and  infidelity,  by  the  bold  alier- 
tions  of  falfe  Philofophy,  by  the  fufficiency 
of  Deifm,  by  the  vauntings  of  Scepticifm, 
and  by  every  other  artifice  which  can  tend 
to  invalidate  the  authority,  and  pervert  the 
fenfe  of  Scripture.  If  the  glorious  light 
of  the  Gofpel  can  be  eclipfed,  and  the  ado- 
rable niyllories  of  Redemption  brought 
into  contempt,  be  knows  that  the  love  ol" 
God  will  ibon  wax  cold,  and  all  the  incen- 
tives to  piety  and  virtue  built  upon  thefc 
do8rines,  as  on  their  proper  foimdation, 
will  be  weakened  and  deca} \  Satan  and 
his  agents  then  are  the  principalities  and 
powers  againd  which  the  Church  of  Chrift 
has  to  contend,  and  it  requires  little  pe- 
netration to  difcern  whole  inliruments  they 
are,  and  what  detiiin  thev  are  ibitermi:', 
who  pour  out  their  invectives  againft  the 
Chrittian  iiittitution,  and  by  .pcrfuading  us 
ft  out 


J 
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out  of  the  belief^  wouid  rob  us  ol"  the  be-  disc. 
ru'Hts  oFoiir  L-oud's  Incanuilion,  Satibtac- 
tion,  and  Atonement,  and  deprive  us  of  the 
appointed  ordinances  of  his  church  as  th© 
only  means  ol'conveyinLi;  to  us  refpeftively, 
a  peribnal  right  in  thofe  benefits  and  privi- 
leges which  liv  has  purchaled  for  all  man- 
kind. 

The  only  pofiible  method,  therefore,  of 
bai"l]in<;  the  alUiults  againlt  Chriitianity  in 
general,  and  the  hope  of  lalvation  of  each 
individual  in  particular,  is  by  a  ftedfalt  af- 
fiance on  our  Saviour's  fufferings,  by  a  firm 
belief  of  the  truth  of  his  Gofpel,  by  re- 
lifting,  if  the  emergency  require  it,  even 
unto  blood  for  the  truth's  lake.  The/e  are 
the  weapons  of  our  ipiritual  warfare,  by  the 
force  of  which  Chriftianity  hath  hitherto, 
God  be  praifed,  iuiiained  herfelf,  pre- 
i'er\ed  her  purity,  triumphed  over  the  fraud 
of  her  corrupters,  bid  dehance  to  the  cru- 
elty of  her  peribcutors,  and  delpilcd  the 
malice  of  her  grand  ad\erlary.  And,  in 
the  itr<'!iLilh  of  the  fame  trinni[)hant  i'aitli, 
antl  in  ipile  of  the  rulers  of  the  darknel's 
of  this  world,  we  believe  and  are  iiire, 
li  b  r,  that 
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^^^-    that  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  never  prevail 
v-i^.-w  againll  her. 

The  unrelenting  malignity  of  the  devil 
and  his  angels,  however,  Ihould  awaken 
our  diligence,  and  put  us  upon  our  guard 
againll  lb  active  and  powerful  an  enemy. 
Our  danger  is  great,  and  our  enemies  are 
mighty.  How  then  can  we  be  fee u re,  or 
flatter  ourfelves  with  any  imaginary  fafety 
in  the  midfl  of  fo  many  adverfaries  ? 
Or  why  (hould  our  efforts  be  lefs  zealous 
for  our  own  preferv^tion,  than  thofe  of  our 
fpiritual  enemy  to  compafs  our  deftruc- 
tion  ?  His  aim  is  only  to  obtain  more 
companions  in  his  guilt  and  mifery,  but 
our  warfare  is  a  conteft  for  heaven  and 
eternal  life.  Our  all  is  at  ftake  ;  if  we 
fail  of  obtaining  a  crown  of  glory,  we 
have  no  alternative,  but  to  bewail  our  loi's 
in  everlafting  perdition. 

As  this  is  the  invariable  defign  of  thofe 
rulers  of  darknefs  eigainft  which  we  iight, 
it  furely  behoves  us  to  be  vigilant  for  the 
falvation  of  our  own  fouls,  jealous  of  the 
truth  of  our  holy  religion,  and  anxious  for 
the  fpiritual  welfare  of  God's  people  in 

general. 
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general.  Sin  of  all  kinds  is  moft  eflec-  disc. 
tually  introduced  by  corrupting  nien  in  ^*-^ 
tlieir  principles ;  and  as  bad  principles 
tend  to  corrupt  their  faith,  fo  their  faith, 
once  corrupted,  naturally  degenerates  into 
profligate  pra<^\ice.  And,  perhaps,  there 
never  was  an  age  in  the  Chriftidn  aera 
in  which  the  powers  of  darknefs  \o  much 
influenced  the  thinking,  and  (as  they  are 
pleafed  to  Itile  themltlves)  the  philolbphi* 
cal  part  of  mankind,  to  corrupt  the  faith, 
and  pervert  the  doftrines  of  our  holy  re- 
ligion. 

In  the  herefies  and  infidelity  which 
they  have  invariably  ftrivcn  to  propagate, 
thev  have  endeavoured  to  cut  alunder 
the  very  iinews  of  piety,  to  throw  down 
every  altar  of  Chriflianity,  and  to  extir- 
pate it  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  So 
great  account  does  the  grand  adveriliry  of 
mankind  find  in  propa;;ating  Infidelity 
and  dilleminating  Hereiy.  And  never 
was  there  a  more  diabolical  fuggefiion, 
than  that  the  articles  of  our  faith  are 
merely  fpeculative  notions,  without  ufe  or 
importance  in  the  improvement  of  our 
moral  conduct.  But  it  would  be  no  hard 
B  b  4  talk, 
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^Ljp-  tafk,  I  truft,  to  prove,  that  every  one  of 
thofe  facred  myfteries,  (though  treated 
with  fo  much  fcorn  in  thele  days  of 
philofophical  libertinifm),  when  purfued 
through  all  its  confequences,  is  of  great 
influence  in  regulating  the  manners,  and 
correcting  the  paiTions  of  believers,  whe- 
ther we  confider  them  in  their  private  ca- 
pacity, or  united  in  the  bonds  of  civil 
fociety. 

Experience  hath,  in  all  ages,  proved 
how  miferably  the  peace  of  the  world, 
through  the  agency  of  evil  fpirits,  hath 
been  difturbed  by  corruptions  in  points  of 
faith,  how  clofely  they  have  ever  been 
followed  by  fcandalous  depravity  of  man- 
ners, and  how  much  greater  prejudice  was 
done  to  the  reputation  and  true  fpirit  of 
Chriftianity  by  this  diabolical  artifice, 
than  ever  the  continued  perfccutions  of. 
three  hundred  years  before  were  able  to 
effeft.  Thefe  obfer\ations  render  the  ex- 
hortation of  St.  Jude  of  univcrfal  and 
perpetual  obligation,  that  "  we  fhould 
**  earneltly  contend  for  the  faith  which 
"  was    once    delivered    to    the    faints  *." 

*  Ver.  3. 

The 
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The  truth  of  the  articles  of  our  faith  is  a  i>i>^ 
common  caufe,  the  beft  and  moll  impor-  ^— v^*^ 
tiuit  of  any.  AA  hen,  therefore,  throu^^h 
the  inftigation  and  mahce  of  the  devil  it 
is  traduced  and  vilified,  it  behoves  every 
zealous  Chriftian,  and  efpecially  its  pro- 
feflbrs,  to  Itand  forth  boldly  as  its  cham- 
pions. Lukewarmnefs  and  indiflerence  in 
fuch  a  caufe,  are  more  blameable  than 
in  any  difpute  whatever  about  temporal 
rights.  And  they  who,  under  any  fpeci- 
ous  pretences,  fit  ftill,  and  do  not,  in  their 
refpe6tive  ftatious,  (liew  a  vigorous  and 
adive  zeal  in  difcountenancing  the  info« 
lence,  and  fupprefling  the  impiety,  of 
profane  and  licentious  revilers  of  the  truth, 
are  enemies  to  the  beft  and  deareft  in- 
terefts  of  mankind,  abettors  of  the  evil 
fpirit  and  his  agents,  and  muft  account 
unto  God  and  their  own  confciences  here- 
after, for  the  impious  corruption  of  fuch 
principles. 

Now,  in  order  to  guard  as  much  as  pof- 
llble  againft  the  principalities,  powers,  and 
rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world,  to 
whole  attacks  we  are  continually  expofed, 
let    us    conlider   what    tlicy    were   before 

their 
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DISC,  their  apol^c}^,  and  what  we  are  iince  the 
>Mi-v^  fall  of  Adam.  If  beings  fo  far  fiiperior 
to  us  m  wiil!oni  and  power,  unaccuftorned 
to  fuch  frail  bodies,  and  ft  rangers  to  fuch 
affections  as  we  bear  about  with  us,  once 
happy  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  highly 
advanced  in  the  court  of  Heaven,  if  thefe 
once  glorious  fpiiits,  prompted  by  no  ill 
perfuafion  or  example  from  without,  fell 
from  their  celeitial  and  blefled  ftate  by  re- 
bellion againft  the  God  of  Heaven,  and 
are  reierved  by  his  irreverfible  decree,  "  in 
"  everlafting  chains  under  darknefs*,'* 
why  {hould  we,  poor  worms  of  the  earth, 
betray  our  deluded  fouls  by  vain  imagina- 
tions of  faf'ety  even  againft  thofe  very  pow- 
ers ?  We,  whofe  wifdom  is  folly,  and  whofe 
ftrength  is  weaknefs  ?  We,  who  when  we 
would  raife  our  affections  above  the  world, 
and  teach  them  to  fpurn  its  empty  vanities, 
find  ourfelves  bound  with  the  chain  of  our 
fins.  AVe,  Avho  in  this  inceffant  confli6l 
betwixt  the  fleih  and  the  fpirit,  are  fituated 
in  an  enemy's  country  amidft  a  variety  of 
ilratagems  and  ambuibades,  and  are  daily 
converfant   with    the    inliruments   of  our 

*  Judc,  vcr.  6, 
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ruin  ?  We,  who  belules  the  original  weak-  ^'If^' 
nefs  of  our  minds,  the  natural  tendency  of  "'^^'^ 
carnal  aft'eftions,  the  conftant  imprefiion  of 
outward  objects,  the  corrupt  bias  of  de- 
praved nature,  and  the  inceflant  fohcita- 
tions  of  tlie  tempter,  are  in{\ru6ted  by  the 
melancholy  fate  of  an  order  of  beings  fo 
much  more  likely  to  ftand,  and  yet  ren- 
dered fo  mill'rably  wretched  by  their  fall? 
So  feafonable  and  necefllary  is  it,  that  we 
fliould  ever  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of  our 
fpiritual  warfare,  the  itrength  and  power  of 
our  enemies,  and  the  conflift  in  which  we 
muft  engage  againft  all  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs.  But  perilous  as  our  condition  is,  we 
are  not  utterly  forlorn,  and  deftitnte  of  all 
comfort.  Though  this  terreftrial  globe  be 
now  the  feat  of  our  fpiritual  warfare,  and 
our  whole  life  a  fcafon  of  perpetual  aftion  ; 
though  our  adverfaries  be  mighty,  and  we 
of  ourfelves  are  unequal  to  theconteft;  yet, 
blefi'ed  be  God,  we  are  not  left  in  their 
hands,  nor  altogether  in  our  oun.  Pow- 
erful auxiliaries  are  appointed  to  fuftain  us, 
equal  in  ftrength  and  iiigacity  to  the  foes 
with  whom  we  combat ;  which  confidera- 
♦ion  may  tend   to   animate  and   fortify  us 

againft 
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agaiiifl  the  affaults  of  temptation.  If  mc 
are  at  all  acquainted  with  the  weaknefs  ol 
our  nature,  we  (hall  have  too  much  reafon 
to  acknowledge  the  power  of  fatan,  and 
the  fubtlety  of  his  agents  in  undermining 
our  beft  interefls.  And  though  he  was 
once  an  angel  of  light,  he  is  now  become 
an  infernal  fpirit  of  darknefs,  and  all  his 
former  excellencies  are  turned  into  apos- 
tacy  from  God,  and  into  malignity  againil 
man.  •        Sx 

Be  it  however  remembered,  that  as  our 
adverfary  is  an  evil  i'pirit,  fo  is  our  deli- 
verer a  good  one ;  whole  wildom  and 
power  are  paramount,  whofe  zeal  is  greater 
to  fave,  than  his  to  deitroy  us,  "  whofe 
*.'  banner  over  us  is  love  ''^,"  and  therefore 
his  vigilance  greater  to  protect  us,  than 
fatan's  ftratagems  to  conquer  us.  Ev€;ry 
good  man  knows  by  experience,  that  if  fa- 
tan  fugged  evil  thoughts  to  his  mind,  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  is  as  ready  to  infpirc 
good  ones,  and  to  c.ounterci6l  his  wicked 
defigns.  True  however  it  is,  that  we  have 
the  treachery  and  corruption  of  our  own 
hearts,  fuperadded    to  the  inlirmity  of  hu- 

*  Cunt.  ii.  4. 

man 
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man  nature,  to  contend  with  ;  Init  ngainft 
this  powcrt'ul  holt,  conllder  for  a  moment 
what  inviiible  fuccoiirs  are  aUvnys  in  re- 
i'erve ;  liiccotirs  ionicwhat  iiniilar  to  llie 
horlcs  and  chariot  oi'  lire  round  about  Eli- 
jah, are  encamped  on  evcrv'  lide  of  us. 
'i'lie  armies  ol"  the  molt  hioli  God  are 
mighty,  laithlul  to  their  charge,  and  zea- 
lous in  his  fervice,  unleis  we  betray  them 
by  a  bale  lurrender.  Let  us,  therefore, 
lake  courage,  and  aniniate  ourielves  to  th« 
contelt  with  the  memorable  Mords  of 
Jolliua  and  Caleb  to  tiie  children  of  Ifrael 
of  old  :  "  The  LoiiD  is  with  us,  fear  them 
**  not*."  Still,  however,  the  wnrfare  is 
arduous,  our  fpiritual  adverfary  hatli  his 
^)ow  always  b^nt,  his  arrows  ready  within 
his  quiver,  his  power  formidable,  his  attacks 
invifible,  and  therefore  dangerous.  He  is 
ever  laying  his  ambulhments,  and  flatters 
hiralelf  that  no  eye  (liail  lee  them ;  erery 
Itate  and  condition  of  life  abounds  with 
tliem,  and  they  are  no  lei's  diiljoverable  in 
the  plains  ofprofperity  ihaainf  the.  quick- 
iands  of  adverliiy.  -ici./^-L  l/r.-;  .  * 
^.rSuch  is  the  nature  of  thofti:  weapons  with 

'  ■   Numb.  xiwtA  ■ 

which 
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wlilch  our  grand  adverfarj  is  armed  againft 
us ;  and,  alas !  it  is  much  to  be  lamented 
that  our  own  unruly  pafllons  ierve  but 
to  fharpen  their  points,  and  render  them 
more  offenfive.  Who  then  is  able  to 
quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one, 
■when  even  the  whole  armour  of  God,  and 
the  {hield  of  faith,  are  fcarcely  able  to  prote6l 
the  godly  ?  Such  are  our  prefent  ftate  and 
danger,  from  which  we  are  never  afifured  of 
any  fafe  refcue,  till  the  walls  about  the  ci- 
tadel are  utterly  demoliihed.  The  flefli  is 
continually  tempting  us  to  effeminacy  and 
floth,  the  world  invites  us  to  vanity,  covet- 
oufnefs,  and  pleafure,  and  the  tempter  him- 
felf  to  every  kind  of  fpiritual  wickednels. 

Thefe  dangers  and  difficulties,  duly 
weighed,  we  have  reafon,  during  our  {hort 
pilgrimage  in  this  world,  to  look  upon  our- 
felves  as  in  an  enemy *s  country,  to  watch 
every  movement,  to  take  an  accurate  fur- 
vey  of  the  pofition  of  the  ground,  and  mark 
well  how  the  forces  are  polled  which  are 
fet  in  array  againft  us.  "  For  we  wreftlc 
"  not  (only)  againft  flefli  and  blood,  but 
"  (alfo)  againft  principalities  and  powers, 
**  againft  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  thi$ 
2  **  world. 
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**  world,  againft  fpiritual  wickednefs  in 
**  high  places."  The  chief  aim  of  our 
grand  adverlary,  is  to  dire6l  tlie  whole 
force  of  his  artillery  againft  the  fortrels  of 
the  human  heart.  Ours,  therefore,  iLould 
be  to  render  it,  if  poflible,  inij»rej^nable,  and 
through  the  power  of  divine  grace,  to  defy 
all  his  eftbrts.  The  refle<Stion  of  having 
wilhltood  his  ailiiuhs  will  not  only  afford 
unfpeakable  exultation  to  ourfelves,  but 
will  add  joy  to  the  holy  angels,  and  bring 
glory  to  the  God  of  Heaven.  For  it  is 
by  his  command,  that  we  are  inlifted  under 
the  banners  of  the  captain  of  our  falvation 
againft  the  common  enemy  of  mankind, 
and  it  is  equally  by  his  never-failing  pro- 
niife  of  divine  aid,  that  we  are  enabled 
finally  to  overcome  him.  Not  only  is  the 
eye  of  the  Almighty  Gou  upon  us,  but  his 
arm  is  with  us  throughout  the  whole  war- 
fare; he  fuflains  our  drooping  ftrengtb,  and, 
after  the  vidory,  will  fet  upon  our  heads 
an  everlafting  crown  of  glory.  O  joyfui 
acclamation !  Let  us  then,  in  the  mean 
time,  go  forth  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Loud 
God,  lb  Ilia  11  we  be  "  more  than  conque- 


rors 
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■  DISC.  "  rors*"  through  him,  who  hath  trodden 
down  all  his  enemies  and  ours  under  his 
feet,  even  Jefus  Chrifl  our  only  Saviour 
and  mighty  Deliverer. 

To  whom,  with  th^e  Father  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  three  perfons  and  one  God,  be  af- 
cribed,  &c.     Amen. 

♦  Rom.  viii,  37. 


DIS 


DISCOURSE  LII. 


SATA.'^S     TEMPTATIONS,     AND     THE 
NECESSITY  OF   RESISTING   THEM. 


2  Cor.  ii.  11. 


Ln. 


L^Jl  Satan  Jliould  get  an  Advajitage  of  Us, 
for  wt  are  not  ignorant  of  his  i)e- 
vices. 

If  there  be  any  do6lrine  in  the  holy  r>^r^ 
Scripture,  which  requires  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion and  vigihint  alliduity  of  a  Chriftian, 
to  enable  him  to  pafs  through  the  various 
trials  of  this  perilous  hfe  w'nh  fafety,  it  is 
that  of  Satan's  temptations.  They  are  fo 
manifold  and  dangerous,  ihat  unlefs  we  are 
continuallv  upon  the  watch,  like  a  pilot  in 
a  dorm,  iL  is  more  than  probable  we  ftiall 
VOL.  II.  CO  fplit 
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DISC,  fplit  upon  a  rock  and  peri  Hi  in  the  dark 
t«^.^  night  of  fin,  before  the  day-fpring  dawn 
upon  us.  Our  great  misfortune  in  the 
Chriftian  warfare  is,  that  we  have  not  onW 
now-and-then  an  enemy  to  encounter,  but 
one  who  is  continually  "  going  about,  like 
"  a  roaring  Hon,  feeking  whom  he  may 
**  devour*."  His  chief  defire  and  con- 
ftant  aim  are,  if  poflible,  to  get  an  advan- 
tage over  us,  and  that  obtained,  to  tri- 
umph in  the  everlafting  perdition  of  our 
fouls.  The  means  he  makes  ufe  of  to  ac- 
compliih  his  diabolical  purpofes,  are  almoft 
too  fubtle  to  be  conceived,  and  too  nume- 
rous to  be  defcribed.  The  power  and 
fubtilty  of  his  machinations  in  the  temp- 
tation of  our  firft  parents,  were  but  too  fa- 
tal and  fuccefsful  to  need  any  illuftration. 
And  to  confirm  the  obfervation,  it  is  ne- 
cefifary  only  to  refer  every  one  to  his  own 
bread  for  the  aflaults  he  daily  experiences 
from  the  great  feducer  of  mankind.  Who 
is  ignorant  of  his  devices  in  alluring  him 
into  the  deceitful  pleafures  of  fm,  in  di- 
verting him  from  the  path  of  dut}',  in 
leading  him   into  temptation,  and,  alas ! 

*  1  Pet.  V.  8. 

but 
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but  too  freqiK  ntly  pluni^inf!^  his  votaries 
into  l!ie  gulph  of  dci'p-jir  ?  \A'liatever  may 
be  the  cataliroplie  of  ilicli  ftratagems,  how- 
e^er  prevalent  or  fuccc  i'st'iil,  they  are  for 
the  mod  part  Ibddcn  and  imperceptible. 
What  we  are  wont  to  attribute  to  tiie  reft- 
lefs  acUsity  of  our  own  minds,  and  the  im- 
petuous operation  of  our  pa  (lions,  are  fre- 
quently the  dn'e{t  mlinuations  and  iecret 
fuggeftions  of  the  tempter,  the  means  by 
which  he  leads  us  on  from  one  deoree  of 
wickednefs  to  another,  till  we  liave  filled 
up  the  meafure  of  our  iniquity.  I  (hall, 
therefore,  endeavour  to  expofe  to  your 
view,  fome  of  his  various  devices,  and  point 
out  the  neceflitv  and  means  of  reliftin^ 
them. 

Now  the  firft  trait  in  the  charafter  of 
fatan,  is  that  of  deceit.  The  reafon  St. 
Paul  gives  why  Adam,  though  he  was  firlt 
formed,  was  not  firft  in  the  tranfgreffion,  is 
becanfe  he  was  not  firft  cleceivtd.  The 
woman,  though  pofterior  in  creation,  be- 
ing firft  decei\ed,  was  prior  in  the  tranf- 
greffion. It  is  evident  then  fin  originated 
in  deceit,  and,  till  the  mind  was  beguiled, 
the  whole  man,  both  in  body  and  foul,  was 
c  c  2  fecure. 
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DISC,  fecure.  But  the  cauie  did  not  lie  long 
v^'>^  concealed,  for  J'Lve  declared,  "  The  fer- 
"  pent  beguiled  me,  and  I  did  eaf^." 
She  thought  to  extenuate  the  guilt  ot'  her 
own  crime,  by  charging  the  ferpent:  the 
charge,  no  doubt,  was  true,  but  ihe  was 
not  lefs  criminal,  becauie  deceit  went  be- 
fore her  tranfgrellion.  This  is  the  uni- 
form courfe  both  of  iln  and  fatan.  All  his 
wicked  devices  in  the  world,  in  oppoiltion 
to  Chrill  and  his  kingdom,  are  wrought 
through  the  power  of  tleceit.  For  he 
"  deceiveth  the  whole  world  -j-/'  Indeed, 
it  would  be  morally  impoffible  that  lb 
many  rational  beings  fiiould  be  inftruments 
in  his  fervice  to  their  own  fpiritual  and 
eternal  ruin,  unlefs  they  were  egregioufly 
deceived.  Hence  arife  thole  frequent  mo- 
nitions in  the  word  of  God  not  to  be  de- 
ceived, if  we  would  not  fin.  From  which 
wholefome  coimfel  we  may  learn  the  influ- 
ence  of  deceit  in  the  temptations  of  fatan, 
and  the  advantages  of  which  he  avails  hini- 
felf  by  this  inherent  quality  of  bis  nature. 
In  like  manner,  where\'er  it  is  predomi- 
nant in  the  human  heart  (and  it  is  hard  to 

*  Gen.  iii.  13.  f  Rev.  xli.  i). 

fav 
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fay  where  il  is  not)  it  never  tails  to  brinj:     ^>f^. 

.      .  .  LM. 

forth  corrupt  fruit.  From  that  iource  ^^.>^/ 
alone  it  fprings,  and  w  he n  it  is  thus  tainted 
and  corrupted  by  the  venom  of  the  fer- 
pent,  the  dignity  of  nnui'.s  nature  is  de- 
bafed,  and  the  ^vhole  man  is  not  only 
ruined  and  undone,  but  the  llood-gates  of 
iniquity  are  thrown  open,  and  tlie  heart 
becomes  the  inlet  of  darknels  and'dilbr- 
der.  And  "  if  the  light  that  is  in  us  be 
"  darknels,  how  great  is  that  darknels*  !'* 
The  next  device  which  the  tempter  ex- 
ercifes  for  the  feduclion  of  nrankind  is  en- 
ticement, or  the  entanglement  ot"  the  affec- 
tions. No  fooner  is  the  mind  drawn  afide 
from  the  path  of  duty,  than  the  atlec'rtions 
are  inltanlly  afiailed,  and  enticed  to  iin. 
Like  the  bait  with  which  a  tilli  is  taken 
on  the  hook,  fo  does  Satan  feek  to  allure 
men  to  their  deitruction.  He  has  then 
gained  an  afcendency  over  the  alfections, 
when  he  excites  frequent  miaginations  in' 
the  mind  about  the  object  propofed,  and 
fills  it  with  anticipating  delires  of  gratifi- 
cation and  indulgence.  Such  peribns  are 
continually  devifing  iniquity,  and    as  fre- 

•  Blatt.  vi.  ':,J. 
•  c  c  3  quently 
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PisG.  quently  pra6tice  it,  becaufe  "  it  is  in  the 
"  power  of  their  hand*"  to  do  it.  The 
luft  of  the  flcQ),  the  lull  of  the  eyes,  aiid 
the  pride  of  life,  are  the  neNcr^iaihng  en- 
ticements of  the  tempter,  and  he  is  woe- 
fully Ignorant  of  hanielf  who  does  not 
know  what  dangerous  food  they  miniiter 
to  the  paffions.  A  reniarkable  ijiftance  ig 
recorded  of  Achan,  in  the  book  of  Jolhua, 
of  the  overpowering  luft  of  the  eyes,  'ho, 
**  when  hiifaw  among  the  fpcils,  a  goodly 
**  BabyloniOi  garment,  and  iwo  hunched 
"  iliekels  of  illver  and  a  wedge  of  gold, 
"  coveted  them  and  took  them-j-/*  lie 
^rft  fuffered  his  imagination  to  dwell  on 
the  pleafure  and  profit  of  politfilng  ihem, 
^nd  then  fixed  his  heart  on  the  means  of 
obtaining  them.  Sin  was  thus  foftered  in 
its  beginning,  and  foon  after  brought  upon 
bimfelf  and  family  a  fatal  and  ignominious 
end.  It  is  pofiible,  indeed,  that  the  heart 
of  man  may  have  a  fettled  detefiation  of 
fin  in  the  firft  inftance,  but  if  the  imagi- 
nation be  fuffered  to  dally  with  it,  and  be 
frequently  folicited  by  it,  the  tempter  will 
foon  difcover  means  of  enfnaring  the  affec- 

*  Gen.  xxxi.  29,  f  Jofhua  vij.  21,25. 

tiong. 
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tions,  and  taking  his  vii^tim  captive  at  his  di»^c 
-■will.  And  the  danger  ot"  this  captivity  ^^n-L» 
will  be  heightened  ^vhen  he  can  iniidioully 
prevail  upon  the  imagination  to  enter- 
tuhii  vain  thoughts  with  lecret  compla- 
ce^ncy  and  delight.  This  is  a  Inare  he  is 
continually  letting  to  catch  the  unwary 
ions  of  men  ;  and  however  trivial  Inch  in- 
dulgence may  be  efteemed  in  the  eyes  of 
a  blind  world,  it  is  an  evil  highly  com- 
plained of  by  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  :  "  O 
"  Jerufalem,  wafti  thine  heart  from  wick- 
**  edneis,  that  thou  mayelt  be  faved,  how 
"  long  fliall  thy  vain  thoughts  lodge  within 
«*  thee  *  ?" 

A  third  ftratagem  which  the  great  fe- 
ducer  employs  to  get  an  advantage  over 
us,  is  to  extenuate  the  guilt  of  fin.  The 
plea  he  is  wont  to  fuggeft  is  of  this  na- 
ture. "  Is  it  not  a  little  one,"  or,  "  there 
"  is  mercy  provided,"  or,  "  in  due  time  it 
"  ftiall  be  relinquifhed,"  and  thus  the  poi- 
fon  of  fin  is  inful'ed  into  a  deceived  heart. 

Now,  when  there  is  a  promptitude  in 
the  mind  of  man  to  hearken  to  luch  fecret 
inlinuations,  what   is  it,  but  an  evidence 

♦  J.r.  iv.  14. 

c  c  4  that 
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pj^c,  that  he  has  gained  an  afcendancy  over  the 
^JlJJ^^  afFe6tions.  In  the  ftrong  language  of.  So- 
lomon, it  is  "  looking  on  the  wine  when  it 
"  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth  its  colour  in 
"  the  cup,  when  it  moveth  itfelf  aright*," 
but  a  complacent  contemplation  on  the 
pleafures  of  iin  is,  and  e\er  will  be,  at- 
tended with  compun6tion  "  at  the  lad  ;  it 
*^'  biteth  like  a  ferpent,  and  ftnigeth  like 
*^  an  adder  •^'•/* 

By  thus  taking  advantage  of  extenuat- 
ing the  guilt  of  fm,  he  reprefents  it  as  a 
thing  in  itfelf  exceedingly  deiirableand  fatis- 
faftory  to  the  gratification  of  the  pafflons. 
He  gilds  over  the  envenomed  pill  with 
a  thoufand  pretences,  and  then  presents  it 
to  the  corrupt  bias  of  the  will,  till  it  is  ad- 
mired, taken  in  hand,  and  fwallowed. 

This  flattering  complacency  in  fin  con- 
fifts  in  its  fancied  fuitablenefs  to  give  fa- 
tisfa(5tion  to  the  fleih.  '  Aware  of  this,  the 
Apoftle  fuggelts  that  wife  caution,  '*  make 
"  not  provitjon  for  the  flelli  to  fulfil  the  lulls 
"  thereof .■[:."  Accordingly,  when  men  are 
under  the  pov.-er  of  iin,  they  are  iaid  to 
"  fuKil  the  delires  of  the  fleih  and  of  the 

•  Prov.  xxiiJ.  31.      t  ibid.  32.     J  Rom.  xiii.  14. 
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*'  mind*."  Hence  the  iparkling  ot  the  disc 
wine  in  the  cup,  the  charms  of  tlie  adul-  ^^v^ 
terefs,  and  the  riches  and  pleafures  of  the 
world,  are  to  the  lenl'ual  and  voluptuous 
the  very  idols  of  their  hearts.  But  alas  I 
the  pleadings  for  the  extenuation  of  guilt, 
and  the  evil  of  all  luch  concupifcence,  ter- 
minate not  here  ;  the  danger  that  attends 
them  is  obvious  to  every  ferious  and  con- 
fiderate  mind,  it  can  never  divelt  itfulf  of 
that  awful  truth,  that  '•  the  wages  oi'  fin  is 
"  death')-,"  and  that  it  is  "  the  judgment 


"  of  God  that  they  that  commit  fin  are 
"  worthy  of  death  |.."  But  fo  great  is 
the  artifice  of  the  devil,  that  he  never  fails 
to  divert  the  mind  from  the  attual  con- 
templation of  its  danger.  When  fin  preiTes 
upon  the  foul  he  ufes  a  thoui'aiul  wiles  to 
liide  from  it  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  to 
flatter  it  wiih  the  hope  of  pardon,  and 
the  promife  of  future  repentance,  to  gra- 
tify the  preient  importunity  of  lull,  to  ex- 
tenuate the  iin  itf  if,  to  comply  with  the 
exa6t  performance  of  fonie  duties,  or  to 
regard  only  the  prelent  pleafure  and  protit 
to  be  derived  from    the  gratification  itlelf. 

*  tph.  ii,  3.  t  Rom.  vi.  23.  J   Ibid.  i.  S'J. 

Having 
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DISC.  Having  prevailed  fo  far,  he  feeks  to  hide 
its  natural  turpitude  and  demerit,  and 
raifes  perverfe  reafonings  in  the  mind  un- 
til all  danger  is  over,  and  nothing  but  im- 
minent punilhment  awaits  the  trembling 
iinner. 

Let  us  then  next  inquire  how  this  dan- 
ger is  to  be  avoided,  and  point  out  the 
neceffity  of  rehfting  the  crafts  and  affaults 
of  the  devil. 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  your  obedience 
attend  minutely  to  the  wifdom  of  Solo- 
mon, and  "  keep  thy  heart  with  all  dili- 
"  gence  */*  This  is  the  firft  and  prin- 
cipal objeft,  the  prefervation  of  an  eftate, 
the  integrity  of  reputation,  the  fupport  of 
a  Ions:  line  of  anceftrv,  are  trivial  con- 
fiderations  in  compariibn  of  pure  and  un- 
corrupt  a{Fe6lions ;  there  is  no  fafety  in 
life,  and  no  comfort  in  death,  without 
an  heart  difentangled  from  the  fnares  of 
fin.  If  it  wallows  in  the  mire  of  earthly 
affections,  it  is  loft  not  only  to  all  real 
enjoyment  of  this  life,  but  to  the  happy 
foretalle  of  a  bleilfed  immortality.  The 
Apoftle's  advice,  therefore,  is  very  feaibn- 

*  Prov.  iv.  2-3. 
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able:  "  Mortify  your  members  which 
"  are  upon  earlh  *,"  and  "  fet  your  af- 
"  fe6tions  on  things  above -j^"  \\  lien 
your  Ht}c6tions  are  thu.s  rpirituitilised,  what 
influence  can  Satan  wiih  his  envenomed 
baits,  or  tin  with  its  painted  pleaJures, 
have  over  you  ?  Actuated  l)v  a  divine 
power,  you  will  iiiptmuturallv  relilt  the 
temptations  ot"  the  one,  and  loatli  the 
importunities  ot  the  other,  and  in  com* 
parilbn  of  the  future  recompence  ot'  re- 
ward, they  will  appear  to  be  vain  and 
traniitory  pkafures  indeed.  This  relift- 
ance  conftitutes  the  good  fight  of  Faith, 
it  is  the  victory  of  the  faints  ;  and  by  the 
alliftance  of  the  fame  divine  grace,  the 
wiles  and.  temptations  of  Satan  may  be 
overcome  ;  for,  in  all  our  trials,  by  a  firm 
confidence  in  God's  mercy  through  Chrilt, 
"  He  .will  not  fuftbr  us  to  be  tempted 
"  above  that  we  are  able,  but  will,  with 
'*  the  temptation,  alfo  make  a  way  to 
"  efcape|.." 

Let  this  conlideration  tlien  animate  us, 
at   all  times,    to  rehll    Iteadfaltly  in    the 

•  Coioff.  iii.  5.         t  llj'J-  3-  I   1  Cor-  ^•-  13. 
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"^^^f-  fmth\„knf)mhg  '^'  that  greater  is  he  that 
yv^^  1  is  in  \is,'  than  he  that  is  in  the  world  *." 
As,  oft  as"  we  yield  to  the  enemy,  we 
revoU  from  God,  and  are  rebels  againft 
the  Majefty  of  Heaven.  Our  duty  is, 
if  occafioji  require  it,  "  to  refift  even 
*'  unto  .blood  f;":  to  be  ftrong  in  the 
"  Lo;rd  and  in  the  power  of  his  might  j/* 
tjiat  we  may  in  the  end  '"  be  more  than 
"  conquerors  §.." 

-  For  this  purpofe,  let.  us  always  bear  in 
mind  the  example,  i  and  jhfferings  of  the. 
bleffed  Jefus,  "'  ,  tihe  author  and  finifher 
*'  of  our  Faithill,;!  who,  though  he  "  was 
";j, tempted;  in  all  ponits  like  as  we  are, 
'3(])iet  Avas  without  fm<([."  In  Jike  man- 
ner, we  ftjquld  .endeavour  to  make  our 
temptations  contribute  to  our  fpiritual 
\velfare„  to  the  proinplion  of  God':3\  glory, 
and  to  the  advajuQement  of  Ghrift'sj  king- 
dprh.  He  •  npL  only  vanquifhed  in  his 
own  divine  peri'on  the  repeated  aflaults  of 
Satan,  but  is  both  able  and  .willing  to 
ftrengthen  us  Ao.  ^j'ilhftand  them.  And 
though  of  ourfelv^s  we  are  but  weak  and 

*    1  John  iv.  4.         t  Iloh.  xii.  4.        _|  Eph.  vi.  10. 
§  Rem.  viii.  37.        ||   Ikb.  \ii.  i.         «|f   Ibid.  iv.  13. 
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impotent,  yet  *'  l)*.'lp  is  laid  upoo  one  that  ^^^ 
*'  is  mighty  *,"  througli  wljofe  power , we  ^-n-^ 
may  triumph  over  iili  our  enemies,  and 
finally  obtain  an  unlading  crown  of  ^lory. 
^Witli  this  blefied  prolpe6t  in  '  view,  St. 
James  .animates  his  Chriliian  converts 
''  to  count  it  all  joy  when  ihey  fall 
''  into  divers  lemplalions,  knowing  that 
*'  the  trial  of  their  faith  worketh  pati- 
"  ence  -j- ;'  "  patience  experience,  and 
"  experience  hope  .|."  In  thefe  conflicts, 
iiowever  Iharp  and  lafting,  the  Captain  of 
our  Salvation  obl'erves  our  courage,  and 
marks  our  condu6t ;  he  Hands  by,  ready 
to  pour  in  fealbnable  fuccours ;  he  I'ul- 
tains  us  during  the  action,  comforts  us 
when  it  is  over,  and  rewards  us  with 
*'  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory  §." 
"  To  him  that  overcometh,"  iiuth  he, 
."  will  1  grant  to  lit  wiih  me  in  my  throne, 
**  even  as  I  alio  o\ercaine,  and  am  fet 
"  down  with  my  i'ather  in  his  throne ||." 

Let  us  then  rejoice  that  we  are  called 
to  ierve  under  ,fo.  good  a  Leader,  i'o  i'o- 
licitous  for  our  fuccef-:,  lb  careful  to  pro- 

•  Pfalin  I.xxxix.  19.     t  James  i.  2,  3.     t   Rom.  v.  4. 
i   1  Pet.  1.  8.  U   Rev.  iii.  21. 
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pisc  motip  it,  and  fo  ready  "  to  help  in  time 
v-»v^  "  of  need  *."  AVith  what  undaunted  re- 
folution  then  fhould  we  inhft  under  his 
banners,  who  vill  fuffer  none  finally  to 
fall,  but  thofe  who  place  an  undue  confi- 
dence in  their  own  ftrength,  and  rely  not 
on  his  almighty  aid  and  protection. 
Fortified,  however,  as  we  are,  by  the 
might  of  his  arm,  let  us  *'  go  forth  with- 
*'  out  the  camp-jV'  as  he  did,  "  endur- 
<*  ing  the  crofs,  and  defpifing  the  fhame 
**  ot  it;]:;'*  until  we  are  "  fet  down 
"  with   him  at    the    ri-ht  hand    of    the 

o 

"  throne  of  God." 

Fmally,  let  us  remember,  that  in  all 
our  encounters  with  fin,  the  world,  and 
the  devil,  we  are  but  following  the  foot- 
fteps  of  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation,  and 
travelling  to  the  attainment  of  the  fame 
glory,  through  the  fame  rugged  paths  of 
forrow  and  temptation.  Our  hope  and 
our  defire  after  the  enjoyment  of  a  blefled 
immortality  are  the  fame ;  let  us  not  re- 
fufe  to  fiaht  for  a  crown  of  life  on  the 
fame  terms  :  combat  and  conqueft  exalted 
him  to  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  thefe 

*  Ilcb.  iv.  16.  t  IbifJ-  ^■'''-  13.  X  Ibi(i»xii.  2. 
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will  undoubtedly  brinir  y^  in  the  end  into  i^^'^^c. 
the  joy  and  prefcnce  of  onr  Loud,  where 
all  lighing,  and  ibrrow,  and  conHiet,  fliall 
be  no  more,  "  but  the  throne  of  God  and 
"  of  the  Lamb  iball  be  in  it,  and  his  fer- 
"  vants  llrall  ferve  him,  and  they  (liall 
*'  rei^n  for  ever  and  ever*." 

To  whom  with  the  Holy  Chofl:,  three 
perfons  and  one  God,  be  all  honour  and 
glo'ry,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

•  Rev.  xxii.  3 — 5. 
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TllK    CHRISTIAN    ARMOUIl. 


EpiiesiaNs  vi.  11, 


Put  on  the  wliole  Armour  of  God,  that  ye 
may  he  able  to  ft  and  agawfl  the  Wiles  of 
the  Devil. 

1  HE  nature  of  the  Chriflian  warfare 
having  been  the  fubje6l  of  a  former  Dif- 
courfe,  and  the  mahgnity  and  danger  of 
our  fpiritual  enemies  pointed  out  and  illuf- 
trated,  the  next  and  laft  flep  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  our  inquiry  is,  to  fliewyou  theChrif- 
tian  Armour,  which  alone  can  render  you 
victorious  in  the  contelt.  And  as  this  ar- 
mour neceffarily  confifts  of  various  parts, 
it  cannnot  fail  of  affbrdins;  ufeful  inftruc- 
tion  to  know  how  to  put  it  on,  and  to  ap- 
ply it.  The  armour  itfelf  is  no  doubt  well 
VOL.  II.  D  d  adapted 
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DISC,  adapted  to  the  warfare,  but  it  requires 
great  fl:ill,  conflant  affiduity,  and  good 
management  to  render  it  effedual  to  the 
purpofes  of  a  complete  and  final  viftory. 

The  firfl  requilite  then  towards  the  at- 
tainment of  this  Chriltian  armour  is,  not 
to  fight  in  jour  own  ftrength,  but  to  rely 
upon  his  power  and  grace  "  who  teacheth 
"  our  hands  to  war,  and  our  fingers  to 
"  fight  *,'*  and  who  commands  us  "  to  be 
*'  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power 
**  of  his  might  "j-."  Thus  furniflied  in  the 
onfet,  your  firfl  care  fliould  be  to  "  have 
"  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth  J," 
that  is,  your  minds  ftrengthened  with 
Ibundncf:;  of  judgment,  and  your  fpirits 
ellablillied  in  fmcerity  of  truth,  efpecially 
in  the  faithful  difcharge  of  thofe  promifes 
which  you  have  made  unto  God.  The 
girdle  of  truth  may  be  conftrued  to  fignify 
fuch  a  firm  perfuafion  of  the  doftrines  of 
the  Gofpel  as  tends  to  ftrengthen  the 
weaknefles  of  human  nature,  to  refifl  the 
temptations  of  Satan,  and  to  withfland 
the  allureraetits  of  the  world.  Thefe,  in- 
dependent of  evangelical  verity,   are  wont 

•*  Pfiilm  cxliv.  1.  +  Eph.  vi.  10,  %  Ibid,  14. 
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to  rtag;2jer  our  fliitli,  and  conupt  our  iince-  disc. 
rity.  Daily  experit'iicu  proves  how  much  ^^,>^ 
the  doctrines  of  di\  nie  'J'ruth,  rightly  un- 
deiiiood  and  pro[)erly  apphed,  contribute 
10  OLirfpiritual  ftrenglh  and  activitv  ;  and, 
on  the  conlrary,  how  evidently  t^e  errors 
o[  ignorance  darken  the  underltanding, 
and  the  follies  of  impiety  retard  our  pro- 
grefs  in  the  C'hriftian  wart'arc.  'J'he  word 
of  Truth  therefore  ought  always  to  be  as 
near  tiie  heart  of  a  Chriftian,  as  the  very 
C-irdle  about  his  loins.  It  is  armour  againll 
errors  of  all  kinds;  it  protects  him  from 
the  authority  and  cultoms  of  the  world ; 
it  fliields  him  from  its  terrors,  and  defends 
him  from  its  reproaches. 

The  next  defence  or  armour  of  a  Chrif- 
tian is  "the  breaft-plate  of  righteouihefs," 
or  a  fixed  purpofe  and  confcientious  endea- 
vour to  obey  God  in  all  things,  which 
guard  the  vital  parts  of  the  foul  like  a 
breaft-plate,  and  fecure  a  Chriltian  from 
inch  afliiults  of  Satan  as  tend  to  lead  him 
into  defpair.  Indeed  a  holy  life  is  of  the 
fame  ule  to  a  Chiiltian,  that  a  brea(l-plate 
is  to  a  warrior,  it  wards  oti'  blows  in  the 
day  of  battle.  As  it  defends  ikc  heart 
V  d  2  and 
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^■^ni  *"^  ^^^^^  parts  from  injury,  fo  a  principle 
of  inherent  grace  and  holinefs  guards  the 
ibiil  from  temptations,  preferves  it  inviolate 
from  guilt,  and  invulnerable  from  fliame, 
fupports  it  under  the  the  trial  of  affli6tions, 
and  proi^s  a  ftrong  barrier  againft  the  de- 
vices of  Satan,  and  the  perfecutions  of  evil 
men. 

Another  provifion  neceflary  for  the  ac- 
quifition  of  the  Chriftian  armour  is  to  have 
"  your  feet  {hod  with  the  preparation  of 
"  the  Gofpel  of  peace  *,*'  or  your  affec- 
tions (treno'thened  with  a  firm  refolution  to 
encounter  the  hardfliips  of  your  warfare. 
This  frame  of  fpirit  being  wrought  in  you 
by  the  power  of  the  Gofpel,  is  therefore 
called  "  the  preparation  of  the  Gofpel  of 
peace."  It  preferves  that  even  temper  in 
your  minds,  and  that  uniform  condud  in 
your  anions  which  is  neither  prone  to  give 
offence  to  others,  nor  apt  to  take  it.  It 
guards  againit  thofe  refentments,  and  pre- 
vents thole  animofities  with  which,  in  the 
common  intercourfe  of  life,  the  unruly 
tongues  and  injurious  dealings  of  the 
vvicked  are  apt    to   provoke   others,    and 

*  Kph.  vi.  15 
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thereby  lead    them  into  temptation.     In    r>isr. 
this  lenfe  "  the  preparation  of  the  Gofpel  ^^.-w 
"  of  peace"  arms  you   for  any  conflift  in 
M'hich   you    may  encounter,  and    enables 
you    to    furmount    any   obltacles   in   your 
-way. 

A  fourth  and  principal  part  of  this  ar- 
mour is,  Faith,  recommended  above  all 
to  be  taken  as  a  **  flneld,  with  which  to 
■*'  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  '■'^." 

JS'ow  Faith  is  that  grace  of  the  Gofpcl 
by  which  we  not  only  believe  the  truth  of 
■(jod's  word  in  general,  but  depend  upon 
the  promifes  and  fufiicienc}^  of  ChriH  cru- 
cified as  an  impregnable  fhield,  capable  of 
defending:  us  asjainil  all  tiie  aflaults  of  our 
fpiritual  enemies.  For  as  a  fliield  defends 
the  outward  body,  fb  Faith  prote6ts  the 
inwardman;  it  preferves  the  underltandlng 
from  error,  purifies  the  confcience  from 
guilt,  fubdues  the  afl'ections,  and  renders 
the  will  fubmiflive  to  the  precepts  of  the 
Gofpel.  It  is  therefore  of  univerf'it  effi- 
cacy as  well  in  repelling  as  in  fubduing 
temptations.  Jt  is  as  it  were  armour  upon 
armour,  or  a  powerful  means  of  preferv- 
•  Eph.  vi.  iG. 
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DISC,    ingr  ail    our  other    p;races    intire   and    in- 
LIII.        .  °  ^ 

.v.^^^-w  violate. 

A  fifth,  and  that  an  indifpenfable  piece 
of  armour  is,  "  the  helmet  of  fnivation  *," 
or  a  well-grounded  hope  of  it,  falvation 
being  the  ultimate  and  comprehenfive  ob- 
jeft  of  a  Chriftian's  expe6tation.  It  is 
therefore  very  properly  compared  to  a  hel- 
met which  guards  the  head,  as  the  hope 
of  falvation  prote6ls  the  foul.  It  is  a 
grace  of  lingular  ufe  and  peculiar  excel- 
lence in  the  whole  courfe  of  a  Chrittian*s 
warfare,  it  prompts  him  to  great  atchieve- 
ments,  tends  to  make  him  refigned  under 
the  greateft  fufferings,  and  enables  him  to 
wait  for  the  performance  of  the  divine 
promifes.  What  in  fact  can  difcourage 
him  whofe  hope  is  in  the  Lord  of  Ilofts. 
who  has  ''  laid  up  for  them  that  fight  the 
"  good  fight  of  Faith  -}■,''  "  a  crown  of 
"  glory  that  fadeth  not  away  :]:  ?"  Armed 
then  with  the  helmet  of  falvation  we  may 
loQk  forward  with  joyful  hope  to  a  crown 
of  victory,  knowing  that  "  He  is  faithful 
*•  who  hath  prozTiiled  §." 

*  Eph.  vi.  17.  t  1  Tim.  vi.  V2. 

J   1  Petf  r  V.  't.  5  Heb.  x.  23. 
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Another  very  powerful  weapon  in  the  ^'S^- 
Chriftian's  armour  is,  **  the  iwortl  of  tlie  ^^.-^ 
"  Spirit  *,"  an  inltrument  both  of  oflenct 
and  defence.  Of  like  ufefuhieis  and  ne- 
ceffity  is  the  word  of  God  to  a  Chriliian 
to  defend  him  from  the  afiiiults,  and  to 
deflroy  the  force  of  his  fpifitual  enemies.  In 
this  manner  did  our  blelled  Saviour,  when 
alluulted  by  the  temptations  of  Satan,  re- 
buke him  with  thefword  of  the  Spirit,  from 
vvhiv:h  he  fled,  as  a  coward  from  tlie  point 
of  a  fword.  Jt  is  emphatically  called  the 
fword  of  the  6/)//7V,  becaufe  the  Spirit  is  the 
author  and  interpreter  of  the  word  of  God. 
It  is  the  Spirit  which  gives  the  word  its 
power  and  efiicacy  in  the  human  ibul  ;  it 
is  that  alone  which  enables  the  Cliridian 
to  conquer  all  his  enemies.  The  fame  di- 
vine and  mighty  weapon  rendered  the 
Captain  of  our  Salvation  victorious,  when 
"  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  and  the 
"  glory  of  them  j-"  were  olicrcd  to  his 
acceptance. 

It    IS    moreover    worthy    your    fenou> 
attention,    that,    to    preferve    your    fouls 

*  Epli.  \i.  17.  t  Miitt-  iv.  8. 
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DISC,    in  fafety,  the  wlioh  armour  of  God  is  ne- 

T  TFT  "^    ' 

ceflary.  Prayer  is  confequently,  by  the 
Apoftle,  JLiftly  efteemed  a  requilite  part  of 
fpiritual  armour,  "  praying  always  with  all 
*'  prayer  and  fuppUcation  in  the  fpirit*.'* 
As  no  member  of  the  Church  militant  is 
engaged  in  this  conflict  for  himfelf  alone, 
but  as  the  caufe  ;  fo  likewife  is  the  danger 
common,  therefore  none  ought  to  pray  for 
himfelf  alone.  And  as  in  the  natural 
body  every  member  is  not  of  the  fame 
ufe ;  fo  ihould  our  prayers  in  a  more  efpe- 
cial  manner  be  offered  up  in  behalf  of 
thofe,  by  v/hofe  labour  and  fuccefs  the 
welfare  of  the  whole  body  is  promoted. 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  Apoftle  in 
regard  to  the  Ephefians;  fuch,  in  propor- 
tion, are  all  minifters  of  the  Goipel  to 
their  refpe6tive  charges  ;  each  of  which 
may  very  reafonably  befpeak,  and  each 
ouo'ht  certainly  to  be  heard  when  he  docs 
befpeak,  the  conftant  interceflions  of  his 
people.  For  we  are  all  ambafiadors,  if 
not,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  make  known 
the  myftery  of  the  Gofpel,  yet  to  urge 
faith  ai)d  obedience  to  it,   in  places  where 

*Eph.  vi.  18. 
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it  is  already  known;  to  iiiltrud  the  ieno-  rise, 
rant  ;  to  comfort  the  fceblo-miiided  ;  to 
ilipport  the  weak  ;  to  warn  thu  ungodly  ; 
and  to  oppole  crainiayLTS.  In  the  dil- 
charge  of  thefe  lacred  offices  we  have  at 
all  times  occalion  for  the  prayers  of  faith- 
ful Chriliiiuis,  "  that  utterance  may  be 
"  given  unto  us  that  we  may  open  our 
"  mouth  boldly  */'  and,  in  defiance  of  all 
difficulties  anddifcouragements,  fpeak  upon 
all  occafions  "  as  we  ought  to  ipeak  -j." 

But  even  with  the  prayers  and  intercef- 
lions  of  good  men,  whether  minilters  or 
p5eople,  on  their  behalf;  how  few  alas! 
how  very  few  are  thofe  Chriltians  who  ap- 
prove themfelves  conquerors  indeed !  How 
many  are  there  in  fa6t,  (fo  far  from  waging 
this  war  iuccefsfully,)  that  never  heartily 
emrn^e  in  it  at  all !  The  ambitious,  the  co- 
vetous,  the  worldly-minded,  and  the  vo- 
luptuous, are  lb  far  from  lriuni])lnng  over 
the  grand  ad\('riary  of  their  iouls,  that 
they  are  led  mto  captivity  by  liim,  and 
live  in  conltant  llavery  to  his  will.  J'or 
they  who  {)refer  iheir  [)leafure  to  their 
dut\',  or  arc  content  to  facrifice  their  fouls 

*   Kufi.  vi    1^).  +  llu\.  JO. 
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^jsc.  to  any  worldly  interefl,  how  great  or  va- 
luable foever,  evidently  prefer  the  means 
to  the  end,  and  take  that  for  their  hap- 
pinefs  which  can  be  but  at  beft  an  inftru- 
ment. towards  it.  They  pervert  the  ufe  of 
the  choiceft  bleffings  of  life,  and  turn  them 
into  the  means  of  ruin  and  mifery  againft 
themfelves,  which  were  gracioufly  intended 
to  facilitate  and  promote  their  happinefs. 
Prayer  to  fuch  perfons  cannot  well  be 
conlidered  as  an  inftrument  to  iheir  falva- 
tion,  for  they  either  ufe  it  not  at  all,  or 
^\{e  they  abufe  it. 

The  mere  outward  profeffion  of  religion, 
without  the  inward  life  and  power  of  god- 
linefs,  will  avail  no  man  "  to  withfland  in 
"  the  evil  day  '''."  He  mull  put  on  the 
whole  armour  of  righteoufnefs,  and  when 
thus  fortified,  he  will  not  only  learn  to  en- 
counter the  ftrength,  and  face  the  danger 
of  his  enemies,  but  will  be  enabled  to  fight 
manfully  againft  them.  Apprized  not  only 
of  their  numbers,  but  alio  of  their  nature, 
he  will  exert  a  proportionable  degree  of 
activity  and  vigour.  To  what,  but  to  the 
want  of  this  attention,  can  we  afcribe  the 

*Rph.  vi.  13. 

wretched 


Llil. 
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wretdied  negligence,  the  fliamel'ui  llolb,  i>isc 
the  protbund  lecurity  in  winch  the  greater 
part  of  thole  who  call  the  ml  elves  Chrif- 
tians  i'pend  their  days  ?  Does  not  their 
danger  call  tor  greater  activity  and  vigi- 
lance ;  and.  after  all,  are  not  their  utnioll 
efforts  Icarcely  fufficient  to  obtain  the  vic- 
tory ?  And  yet  how  often  do  they  takfi 
part  with  their  enemies,  and  even  feem  to 
forget  that  they  have  any  enemies  at  all! 
Inevitable  therefore  muit  be  their  defeat 
in  this  fpiritual  warfare,  who  are  not  only 
unclothed  with  the  Chriltian  armour,  but 
cry,  "  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no 
**  peace  *." 

But  during  this  inccllant  encounter  we 
are  tauiiht  not  to  be  difcouraged,  or  faint 
ill  our  minds.  We  are  not  called  forth 
to  the  conteft  unarmed  and  unprotected, 
ftrength  and  accoutrements  are  amply 
fupplied  us,  and  our  foes  are  not  invmci- 
ble.  When  we  are  commanded  to  put  on 
the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  under  his 
Almighty  protection,  "  to  goon  conquering 
"  and  to  conquer 'I',"  the  argument  feenis 
to  prove  that  they  that  are    with  us    are 


t  Rev.  M.  :. 


niightier 
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DISC,  mightier  than  they  that  are  againft  us. 
v-#%^^  And  what  champion  in  the  Chriftian  com- 
bat has  fo  Httle  faith  as  not  to  beheve  that 
in  the  name  of  theLoRDof  Hofts,  thcGoD 
of  battles,  every  ipiritual  as  well  as  temporal 
enemy  may  be  fubciuecl  ?  For  "  we  are 
"  more  than  conquerors  through  Him  that 
"  loved  us  */'  It  muft  not  however  be 
forgotten  that  courage  and  vigour,  refo- 
lution  and  perfeverance,  are  required  on 
our  part;  we  muft  fight  manfully  and 
maintain  our  ground,  or  vi6lory  will  never 
be  declared  in  our  favour.  And  it  is  al- 
moft  unnecefiary  to  obferve,  that  this  vic- 
tory prefuppofes  fuch  a  madery  over  our 
own  paffions,  even  in  things  in  their  own 
nature  innocent,  as  fhould  render  us  alike 
indifterent  to  the  pleafures  and  interefts  of 
the  world,  reconcile  us  to  every  difpenfa- 
tion  of  divine  Providence,  preferve  in  us  a 
calm  refignation  of  mind,  and  make  us 
content  to  part  with  any  or  all  our  com- 
forts in  this  life,  when  GoD  in  his  wifdom 
fo  orders  the  event. 

Remember  too,  that   as  Chriftians  you 
fhould  have  but  one  ohjecl  in  view,  to  pafs 

*  Rom.  viii.  37. 

through 
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tlirougb  the  various  encounters  ot'  vour  disc. 
warfare  \a  illi  coura«^e,  paiienco,  and  ruccels. 
Faith  is  the  only  principle  by  which  you 
can  accomplifli  lb  ciellrable  an  enterprizcA 
Jt  is  the  ieed  of  that  Uijw  hte  which  ovei> 
comctb  this  world,  and  infpires  the  iiope 
and  expectation  of  a  better.,  .       .^^ 

In  virtue  of  this  divine  raitb',"and  of 
being  clothed  with  the  Chriftian  panoply, 
it  was,  that  difficulties  and  dangers, 
fcourging.s  and  iinpnfonments,  racks  and 
tortures,  and  e\en  death  itfelf,  were  en- 
countered, endured,  and  triumphed  over, 
by  that  glorious  and  invincible  armv  of 
Prophets,  Apoftles  arid  Martyrs,  wlio 
fought  this  good  fight,  and  approved  thcni- 
felves  in  it  more  than  conquerors.  W  hat 
then  lliould  hinder  us  from  obtaining  a 
fiinilarconquelt  ?  Their  paffions  and  their 
infirmities  were  the  fame  as  ours;  our  ar- 
mour, and  fkill  in  the  application  of  it, 
misrht  be  the  fame,  but  throu2:h  our  own 
fault.  Human  nature  and  the  principles 
of  Chriltianity  continue  unchangeable  in 
e\Qry  age  of  the  Church.  And  let  us  be 
aflured,  that  unlefs  we  degenerate  from 
'C;".  ..r>'..\:.i  :■ . .  "kjV.T  T^:    thole 
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Lia*  ^^^^^  principles,  and  deviate  from  fiich 
glorious  examples,  the  fame  Almighty 
Power  will  be  as  ready  to  fuftain  us  in  our 
combat,  and  to  recompence  us  with  a 
crown  of  glory  and  immortahty,  through 
the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

To  whom,  &c. 


FINIS. 
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